Pr... 


Hear - 


Treaſure : 


TENDING 

To fil and furniſh cine Head and Heart of every 
Chriſtian,wich a ſoul-intiching treaſure of truths, 
graces, experiences, and comtorcs, to help him in 
Mediation, Conterence, Religious Pertorman- 
ces, (piricua! ations, enduring affl tions, and to 
fic him tor all Condictons, that he may live ho- 
lily, dye happily , and go to Heaven crium- 
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The ſubſtance of ſome Sermons preached at 
Coley in Tork ſhire, ON Mat. 12. 35» 


By OH. An unworthy Miniſtcr of the blefled Goſpel, 


| Prov. 10. 2. Treaſures of wickedneſs profit nothing , but 
Righteouſneſs delwvereth from deaths 

Rom. 14. 17. For the Kingdome of God. w not meat 

and drink; but righteon/neſs, peace, and joy in 

the Huly Ghoſt, 


Aug De Civir DSS 1.C 16, 
Sit dgitur bu primes Poſitum, atq; firmatum, Virtutem, qul refte 
vivitur ab anim ſed; membris corports imperare, anttumg; cor- 
pus uſu fiir: ſantle vo'un' ts, 
Cyprian TraQt », De Hab. Virg, 

Sciant primd illam Diunten fe, que iz Deo dives ef, illam eſſe le- 
cuplrtem, q44 locuples in Chriflo eft ; Bona illa efſe que ſunt Þi- 
ritualta, Dryina, telcſtia, que nos ad Deum ducant, qv4 nobi/- 
cum, apud deum verper ia poſſeſſione permaneant, 
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To fil and furniſh che Head and Heart of every 
Chriſtian, wich a ſoul-intiching treaſure of truths; 
graces, experiences, and cotmtorcs, to help him in 
Meditation, Conference, Religious Pertorman- 
ces, (piritual ations, enduring affi:Fions, and to 
fic him tor all Condictons; that he may live ho- 
lily, dye happily , and go to Heayen crium- 
phantly» 
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BEING EO, 
The ſubſtance of ſome Sermons preached at 
Coley in Tork ſhire, ON Mat. 12. 35. 


By 0. H. Anunworthy Miniſtcr of the blefled Goſpel, 
| Prov. 10, 2. Treaſures of wickedneſs profit nothing, but 
Righteouſneſs delivereth from deaths 
Rom. 14. 17. For the King dome of God. u not teat 
and drink; but righteouſneſs, peact, and joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt. 


Aug De Civir. — 1.C.16, 
Sit igitur in primes poſitum, atq; firmatum, Virtutem, qud refte 
vivitur ab animi ſed: membris corpors imperare, |antumg; cor- 
pus uſu ficr; ſantt ea voluntatis, 
Cyprian Trat », De Hab. Ts . 
Sciant primd illam Divnten effe, que is Deo dives eft; illam elſe le- 
Copletem, que locuples in Chriflo ef ; Bona illa efſe que [ut Þi- 
ritualia, Divina, Celeſtia, que nos ad Deum ducanty qua nebiſ- 
cum, apud dewm perperua poſſeſſione permaneant, 
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SEADE K 


READER, \ 
| O ſoon as thine Eye views the tithe. | 
; AJ of this ſreacie, do not {lightly caſt : 


; -- The Ireatiſe it (clf away, bur ſpend fome + \ Q 
( time in the ſerious perulal of it. If any * © 
value is co be put on my poor [uigmenty k 


I do afjure thee I eſteem it a choice Trea« di 
ſure. In it, thou wilt finde a moſt uſe- | 
ful Subje& treated on, vis, The furnith- 
ing the heart with a ſpiritual Treaſure, an 
Argument neceſſary for theſe times , 
wherein we cannot inſure outward T rea- 
ſures, The pious learned Author in hand- 
ling this Subject , hath approved himſelf © 
2 moſt experienced Chriſt1an,and a wprk- 

' man who neederh not be alhamegs +; 

Amongſt the variety of good Books, 
which through divine indulgence are yet 
tobe bought; .it will be thy wiſdome to 
buy tho(e that are of general uſe,and ſuch, 
is this Book, I commend to thee; Buy 

Ir, read it oft, meditate onit ſcriouſly,and 
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To the Reader. 


lift up thy heart to God tor his bleſſing, 
and thou wilt finde much cauſe to admire 
his good Providence in handing this Book 
to thee, and wilt bee incited ro do that 
work, many Profeſſors are too remils in, 
viz, 1 he getting an Heart: treaſure,which 
will greatly ſupport thee under preſent 
and future tryal, 

In the Appendix thou wilt meet with 
excellent helps for the diſcharge of the 
neceſlary and much negleted duty of 
Meditation, whereby thou maicſt get 
much Treaſure for holy thoughts, and fo 
preyent thar, which is the burthen of ma- 
ny gracious fouls, viz. vain thoughts,and 
be firted for Duty , and enjoy much of 
Heaven on Earth. 

The good Lord bleſs rheſe Papers, and 
the labours of all his Faithtul Ambaſſa- 
dors to the good of his Church, ſo pray- 
eth, 


The meaneſt of Chriſts 
Jul the 12h, {ervants, and thy ſoul- 
1 66-, Friend ; 


7ohn Cheſter. 


ts 
[- 


LISSSAASSLSAGGLLRALLKE 


To my very loving and dearly b:lo« 
ved Friends and Nctghbonrs, the Inhatt- 
tants of Coley.and the places adjacent, 


My dearly beloyed in the Lord, 
Ood Books are not the leaſt part l the Charches 


treaſure and furniture, but there us not any 
Book to be compared to that Book of Buoks, the boly 
Bible, or Books of C amonical Scripture, which were 
indited by the immediate diftates of the bleſſed ſpirit, 
penned by holy Men of Grd, and do contain the 
whole of Many and open Gods heart to the Sons of 
Men : this precious Bock, ts the common Magazin 
of the Saints, the Shop of all Soul-phyſfick, the great- Mr. Torſhel 
eſt treaſure of heavenly wiſduome and ſcience (ſaith * harmo» 
a good Divine ) that the whole Earth hath jn keep- a = 
ing: be that « d digefts this Book cannot but g, Ty 
ing that eares and dig pag. 26: 
be wel=liking : he that digs in theſe golden Mines, 
cannot bat be rich 5 and he that makes this Book, hus 
main ſtudy, muſt needs be learned, holy and happy : 
the beſt Men have delighted miſt in the Word of God, 
and they that have delighted moſt therein, have be- | 
come the beſt Men : of ſome famous Men "tis re- 2” Tg 
corded, that they read every day fifteen Chapters in gee the life 
the Bible, many year; together, of others "tis ſaid of Mr. Jor- 
they read jt above twenty times over 1n their lives, dan in 
with ſpecial obſervations of others, that by long and — 
aſſidnons Meditation of the Scriptnres, their breaſts 

A 2 became 


The Epiſtle 


became libraries of Jeſus Chriſt : and indeed *tws 
the duty entgriperty of 4 gracuons ſoul ro meditate in 
Gods Law day and night : and to ſet an higher eſt i» 
1-te upon it, than up n the riche#t treaſures of Gold 
and Silver, Pear es ir precious Stones * it were 
Tetter that all uther Bocks ere burnt ( as Luther 
ſaid) than that they ſhenld abate Scripture-ſtudy : 
yet ſecond-rily the chvice Treatiſes of eminent Di- 
vines in all ages are no mean p:rt of the Churctes 
greaſure ; as helps to underſtand and improve the 
ereaſurcs of kavwledge comained and couched in thoſe 
ſacred pages: theſe are as ſo many Philips to the ſtu- 
diows Eunach to take the laborious Paſſenger by the 
hand, throngh the deeper foards of Scripture ftudies : 
theſe are as tender Nurſes, to lay the breaſts of the 
two Teſtaments to Grds babes,” and feed them with 
milk or ſtronger meat, as they are able : theſe are 
thoſe Mineraliſts that dig our of this precious quarry 
ſuch Gold and Silver-oar, that if i: have the ſtamp 
of God upon it, will much inrich the ſouls of ſpiri- 
tual Merchants ; only let the [piritual Man, who 
Jjudgeth all things, try the ſpirits , and diſtinguiſh 
berwixt the droſs of errour, and the ſolid Gold of ſa- 
wing truth, let no p yſon, dripping from the Pen, 
int the eyes, and ſo bewitch the heart : *tis 4 
blefſed thing t» have a ſolid judgment, and an honeſt 
heart, to pr ve ll things." and to hold faFt that 
which #s go 'd : Bleſſed be God for grod Books, which 
are abetter treaſure for the Church than the Romiſh 
Pock, of merits and indulgences, theſe are as ſo 
m.ny ſweet refl:itions frim the Sun of Scripture 
' wp-n the 4. rk and d. ulting { ul, they are as pipes 
to &£ uv'y the ' ftlreame: f ſalvati n fr-m thoſe 
bleſſed Fonnttins to privats Houſes, and tr1:6 
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"Ui Bled hearts ; and there is an advantage in writing, . 
"7 when Preachers are dead or cannet ſpeak, books may jv _ 
ſtis | remain and inſt rutt their ſurviving people, and #bat non petuit » 
olds | is wanting t0 the ear may be compenſated to the eye, ſcripfite 
1 ( which [ume have called the learned Senſes) and 

"rr | thrmnoh the eye the heart may be offefted , and nby 

/ : way nt life be conveyed through the eyes to the heart ? 

wt a death came in thit way, ſo God can by hs Spirit 

= make Pen and Ink charatter:, to leave lively Chara- 

be ters, nit on Paper and Parchment, but on the fleſh- 2Cor:g,z] 
ſe ly cables of che heart, 

A T bis in part #s my Apology for putting my Sicle in= 

" to this Harveſt , and taking this pains in compoſing 


| this Treatiſe, whether it ſhall ever have the advan« 
- gage of publication by an impreſſimn, I know not, but 
if the Lord will mike any further uſe of it, for the 
good of his (hurch, I ſhall accept of that opportunity, 
and leave my ſelf and theſe poir Labours to the ſer- 
vice of that God, to whom I have devited my ſe'f 
and all that I have or can do : I look upon my ſelf 
as the merheFt and unworthieſt of all thiſe thit wait 
at Gods Altar, yet 4s the L1r4 hath put me in truſt 
with the Goſpel, ſo I have deſired in my meaſure to 
be faithful to the Lord and t» your ſonls, and baving 
obtained heip of Gd I continue 4 mirrour of Provis- 
dence to this day : | am not worthy to preach, much 
leſs to print any thing of theſe g eriixs myſteries. I 
rather wonder that Gd bath h:d the patience with 
me thus long in his wirk ; my Grd hath humbled me 
am ngſt you, you know how I have ſerved the Lord Att 1; 
with many tears and temptations, which have lefallen * 
me many wayes, yet G:d i faithful aho hath not ſuf< p 
fered me to be tempted, beyond that ſtrength be hath 
ſupplyed me with, and bath at laft wade 4 way ts e* x Cor. 167 

A 4 ſcape 5 1. 


2 Cor.13. 
7. 


: Cor.4. 8. 


- 


The Fpiftle 
ſenpe : Let God glorifie himſeif whatever become of 
this vile wretched wm ; the ,good of yuur ſouls lyes 
near my heart, G:d us my witneſſe how greatly Þ long 
aſter y"»r ſpiritual we. fare; it much prieves me to 
think, of leaving any f your ſouls without 4 ſaving 
T reaſure after ail my Saul-travel over you, and ſer- 
ving two twl Apprentifhips ammnegſt you : Let not 
my ſins or ſufferings biemyſh my dttrine or pratliſe, 
or be 4 ftumbling-block befyre any of you : what ou 
have ſeen good in me, wmitate it, what hath Leen 4- 
miſs, cover it with the shirt of Love, and beg a pardon 
from Hexven for me * Sime may think, better of me 
than [ deſerve, and others worſe, Uut as I pags not for 
mans jndpment, {u both have tended to bumble me, 
becauſe I do net anſwer the apprehenſuons of the one, 
and my corryptions exceed any grounded cenſures of 
of the other ; it were but a ſirry buſineſſe to undertake 
a vindication of wy ſelf ( except nherein the Goſpel 
is concerned ); Oh that you and yours might be and 
dothat which is good, though I ſhould be a: Repro* 
bate and un-approved-: Let (hriſt live though we 
dye, let ſeals be enriched, thongh we be impoveriſhed; 
would to God poor ſouls did reign 4s ſpiritual Kings, 
for though they ſhcald [eek to exclude #4 as means 
thereof, yet we alſs world reign with them as ſharers 
therein, and in thankfulne(s to Grd for their mercy : 
let people be truly richin grace, and we muſt be full 
of comfort , Yea our peop es-faith ſhall comfort #64 in 
all our «ffuction; Ob, how much would our peoples 
#hiritual gains conmtervail our temporal loſſes > *Tis 
better,infinitely berter that you le rich with cur wares, 
than we with yours, our oreareft treoſure as Mints 

fterr, yes in yoar ſouls Riches, we (eek not yours, 

dur you , and it will be tranſcendenly more cone 
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Dedicatorys 


fort if you give »p your ſouls to Chriſt, than if you 
ſhould give all your eſta:es 1046 3 we ſhall get riches 
enough if Wee mabe ou rich, ( 45 Conſtantius ſaid 
once ) this ts one of Paul's Paradoxes, oh; rbat it 
might be ver fi'd in our ſucceſs alſo, as poor y yet 
making many rich, 2 { or.6,10, 

( oncerning the birth and bulk of this Treatiſe I 
muſt tell you, that the occaſion if it was this? Þ heard 
a gocly EMiniſter preach a Sermon upon thu Text, 
and I was much aftetted zith it. and reſolved when 1 
came heme to ſe-rch into it, 1 ſtudied and preached 
three Sermons ( as [ remember ) wpmit, with which 
ſome were [« effefted,, that ſeveral intreated me to 
give them (opies thereof, which I ſet my ſelf toz but 
a I writ it, it ſwelled in my hands to this magni= 
tude at loſt ; and when ſome had peruſed it, they 
entreated me to let it. be printed, and ſome would þe 
at the charges; it mas a ſudden,and (to mt) a ftrang8 
mution, for 1 never yet judged any labonrs of mine 
to be of ſu much worth as to Le expoſed ro publick view, 
yet I did not know what hand and end,the Lord might 
have in this mition : I ſought God about it, and de- 
fired to ſearch my heart, and purge it from the Lea- 
ven of vanity and oftent ation, which ( God knoxs ) 
E found too much wirking in me; then I told my 
Friend I nould cr mmunicate it _ Reverend Mi- 
niſters, and ſhou'd be raled by their judgment, and 
and advice : I did ſo, and four or five eminent men 
intheſe two Counties of Yorkſhire and Lancaſhire 
bave miwved me to publiſh it; and if Providence clears 
it: way, | am freely content, the Lord do with me 
and it,as ſeems good in bis eyes 2 

The Subjett I am ſure, ts of great importance, nor 
have Iever ſeen any Treatiſe of this narure; if it nere 
ok - 4 profita- 


The Epiſtle 


profitably handled it might be of ſingular uſe : what 
& of mu, I hope God wil pity and pardon the un+ 
worthy Inftrument; and what proceedeth from his 
bleſſed Spirit, may through the he!p of the Spirit reach 
end teach the ſpirit, as this bath been ( in a ſort ) 
painful, fo hath it been very pleaſant and delightful 
ro me; andihis I can ſay, I never found variety of 
matter ſo fliaing into my mind at any time, 4s in 
writing this Book I have experienced : if the Lird 
do good by it, I bave my end, 

Devont Bernard begins an Epiſtle toa great man 
with this Text , A'g0od man out of the good 


o = leccers,nort what I am, but wha: 1 won'd fe, and 

me ix tie. Chad am aſbamed char I »m nor + Ft ſo may 

reris tuis, fay in thiscaſe, I have writ f the Hear:s tre ſures 

on quo4 but alaſs, how little have I attained of that wheresf 

ſum, ſrl TI have aritten? the Lord grant that mine own Book, 

quad of m4y not rile up as 4 witneſs ao1inſt me , but "tis the 

quod non Adefire of -my heart t1 b we ſuch 4 Treaſure, as #s here 

efſe puder; Hleſeribed, if it ſet rr. ſouls on longing and praying 
for it, [ume good 15 done by it, 

I ſhall not «ny longer detain you in the Porch , I 

entreat yu read it deliberately, and prattice what 

99 re 1d and finde backed with the Scrypture of truth, 

and God f rid that my preaching, or this writing 

fheu'd riſe up in judgment againſt yyu + God forbid 

that any of yu ſhnu'd be found without ths Heaxte 

treaiare of ſaving Grace at Death or Fudgment : 

My dear Friends, pray for me, who h1ve you much 

pon my heart, when I ans pon my knees , pray tor 

Eph.5.1g. me that Hiterance my be given wrto mee—that [ 

may 
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Dedicatory. 


may make known the mylterie of the Goſpel : 
pray, that I may come unto you with joy by che Rom19 


will of God, and may with you be refrelhed, for 32+ 
the perfecting of char which is lacking in your 
faith tht ſo yu may havea Treaſure of grace in 
your Hearts laid wp 118 you, and 4 __ of pl6- 

ry in the Heavens laid up for you, which us the con= 
ſtant Prayer of | 


From my Study A finfull Worm, thae 
at Coley-Hall defires roconrtinue with 
June.14, 1666, you for your furcherance 


and joy of faich, 


Oliver Heywood. 


> et eh rr—m—_ dhe CO INSSS 
- 4 ® v 


HEHE EEIAN EE IRAN ERA TLE 
CEE IE TROP I JOB PR TOP FF. 
The Contents of this Book, or the ſub- 


ſtance of what is contained in this caſuing 
Treatiſe, 


Chap.1. {nin the Occaſion, Diviſion, and 
Expoſition of the Text, with Obſervas 
tions from it, Pager 

Chap,2. A diſcovery of the nature of 4 Treaſure : 


C I, Carefulneſs. 7 

2, Charceneſs. 7 

Treaſuring ap | 3. Suitableneſs, 9 
doth import 3 4. S#fficiexcy. 19 


5, Seprecy, II 

6, Safety, 12 

L 7+ Readineſs for ſupply. 13 

Chap.3- 4 particulay account of the Treaſure meant in the 
Text, viz. Holy Thought: : 


7 things ; 


\ 'C Is Scriptare-traths. IS 
Supplyed by 4 ) 2. Spiritual graces. 17 
freams, ViZ, ) 3» Large experiences, 18 


4. Lively comforts. 20, which are 
I» precious promſes.21 
promoted by ? 2. aclear conſcrence, 22 


Chaps. How the treaſnre of holy thoughts thus laid in, ts to 
be laid out, 


C 1, Bythe beart in meditating, 24 
- which ©; | 2. By the lips in ſpea'unge 26 


I. To men in conferences, 26 
ron J 47 = To God m performances, 27 
Je 75> | 2. By the hand; in boly ations, 28 
.L 4, By the back in bearing burdenrs 30 

J & 
Chap.$. 
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The Contents: 
Chap. 5. Feaſons, ſhewing the neceſſuy of laying up thit 
Heart-Treaſnre. 
(1, Frome nativre and humane reaſon, 2 
| 2. From Chriſts offices which are for (ſupply.34 
\| 3-from the end of ordinances providences36 
1 a from onr hearts emptineſs of all good, 37 
2 5.from their fulneſs of an evil treaſure, 38 
\ 6,from the inbred motions of all after good,39 
7:from every ones making 4 treaſwre, 49 
8.from its d:(criminating between men, 4] 
i gefrom its aſſemilating the ſonltoGod, 43 
Chap,6. The laſt Reaſon fhewing the advantages of 4 trean. 


ſure, as t0 dt Jo 
1. Ready 46 
2. Real : 
A treaſnre makes 4 ſoul S Uniforms : daty. _— 
. Unwearied 50 
Chap,7. The firft uſe of Examination handted, ſhewin 
P.7 the veceſity of ſelf-tr) 0 ? os 
4. Queſtions con- pr — 5 age. = = py 4 , 
cerning thus =p 3. How > cat uſe it, ; 27 
ſure propounde * 4. How do you increaſe it} 64 
Ohay. 2 The ſecond uſe, for the Convillion, 
__ 1. Careleſs lojterers, 67 
3, V ain-glorions beafters- 70 
Of 4. ſorts 3- Impions offenders. 76 
Chap: 9. 4. Unprofitable Profeſſors 2 
| Realfaines (4+ D9 198 not bereby diſhonowr God. ge 
rebuked in )3- D# you know what you may need 37 
4.expoſtu» Y2. Are you in danger of an overplus 35 
lations. (x, Is not this worth looking after. 34 


Cha,ro. The third Uſe is of Inftruftion, 


1,Ts 


The Contents. 


'C1FYVith draw thy ſelf from the VVorld. 93 
2+ Be at a point concerning thy ftate, 95 


—_ mf Jo Mowre over th y empty heart, 96, 97 
how to be- } 4» Empty thy heart of all corruption. g$ 
giz a (re4= F. Be gleaning in Goas field, 100 
* ſure" 6. Study and improve free grace. 102 


7 Be bnmble petitioners at the throne of grace 
& i thus preſſe ed from Chriſts counſel. Rev-3.17 
Chaps! I;- General Diretiions ts Chriſtians, how to get 4 
- - treaſure of good things into the heart, 
(C 1. YVVork on your beart the reality and rarity 
of the (things of God. I15 
'J 2, Reſerve your hearts for, and refign them up 
2 unts God. Tl 
z 


34 Live by faithupon Jeſus Chriſt, 121 

4. V Varn in your hearts the prace of love. 125 

$.VVal: bambly with your God. 126 

( 6, Be much is ſecret Prayer. 129 
Chap.12 ,-7. Trade with God in every performance, 134. 
& 8. Spend time well, 137 


Durct. 9. Gather ſomething out of every thing. 140 
Io Mairtain communion of Saints in all God's 
Pre appointments , I 
Chap.13, More particulry direftions, inſtrufting 4 Chrie 
| ſtian wn treaſuring up theſe 


1. Dottrinal truths. I5T 

, ſexes f bid 3 Diſciplinary traths. I52 

ry Fd 3. Prattical truths, 154 

. Pome 4. Experimental truths. 156 
Chap.14- 2, Inſtruftions to Chriſtians in treaſuring, 

"Y I. Dy ethrg graces. IG1 

4+ ſorts of uſeful )y, *ubjefting graces, 165 

graces, Vits 3 Profiting gracese 168 
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1% | MaTTH. 12.35. | 
5 The former parc of the Verſe, 
45 A good man ont of the good Treaſure of the heart, 
| , bringeth forth good things. 
) 
” | CHAPTER I. , 
7 The Introdufiion, containing the occaſions drviſiong 
| and expoſition of the Text, and Obs» 

ſ ervations from it, 


Ur Bleſſed Lord and Saviour Je 
3 ſus Chriſt (like a skilful Alchys + 
miſt) extracts the pure gold of 
wholeſome DoCtrine, from com- 
mon objeRs and occurrences : as 
from natural water, he diſcourſcth of ſpiritual Joh.4.r0 
water of lite ; trom common bread, he aſcends Jeb. 6. 27 
to {oul-nouriſhing conferences of his own 
fl:\h and blood, that living bread that came 
down from Heaven » As he paſſed thorow 
the Vineyards, he takes occagon to ſpeak of Joh, rs: r 
the true Vine himſelf, and of thoſe Saingg AVe#*!- 
|; that are really planted into him, and bring 
Jerth proporcionable w_ : Chriſt could vreach 
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an excellent Sermon from any Text : But here 
he takes an occaſion of utrering precious me«» 
dicinal Truths, from the poytontul blaſphe- 
mies of the Scribes and Pharilces ; diſtinguiſh» 
ing the fruit of the lips into good and bad 
word, which evidence the nature of the root 
to be either good or bad : The occaſion of the 
words, is this, when our (oul-ſaying, and bo- 
dy-healing Redeemer had caſt out a blinde 
and dumb Devil ; that glorious miracle had 
various cfic&s , upon the poſlefled perſon, ir 
wrought (oundnels, verſ, 22. upon the people 
amazement, verſ. 33. upon the Pharilces mad- 
neſs and blaſphemy (though that was only 
accidental) whereby they charge God himſelf 
with impoſture, verſ. 24. to rheſe laſt Chriſt 
ſpeaks by way of Apology for himſelf, and 
confutarion of their impudent ſlander, his an« 
\wcr conſiſts of three members. 

1, Herefutes the calumny by clear Argue 
ments demonſtrating his Divine Power in the 
Miracle, from wer. 25, to verſe 31, | 

2. Hedetedts the heinouſneſs of the ſlander, 
calling ir an irrcmiſible blaſphemy), to v. 33. 

3. He cxhorts them xo repentance, by a 
ſevere and ſerious challenge, urging them to 
conceive more ſoundly and ſoberly of divine 


Vid, Paye- 
um in cap. 


works; and ro ſpeak more ſpiritually and 


profitably, ſince they muſt give an account of 
cvcry idle (much more blaſphemous) cxprel- 
ſion ; from whence there will be drawn ſut- 
cient matter of their condemnation: This 
eXhortation he directs in hypothefs to the 
Phariſccs, v-33, 34: inches to all, v.35,36337» 
, 0 
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to the former parabolicaily, to the latter pro« 
pcrly and doCctrinally. 

Or our Lord Jeſus ſhews,that thoughts are: 
the firſt-born of the heart, the tountain of ex» 
preſſions, words are the eccho of heart-lan- 
guage; much may be 1a che heart that's nor 
vented with the lips, but theres nothing comes 
our, bur what was firſt within ; for owt of the 
abundaxce of the heart the month ſpeaks, ycrl. 3 4« 
This is illuſtrated by rwo {1militudes, 


Wis NE Ot a Tree, verſ. 33. 
” £2, Ota Trcaſurc, verſe 35. 


There's much ado amongſt Expolicors,to 
determine what is meant by Trce , bur irs 
clear, by Tree is mcant a man or woman,who 
muſt be good, before they can do good : Bur 
the latter reſemblance of a Treaſure, is our 
preſent ſubject, which is b:embr12, or confilt- 
ing of two parts ; 


Tic $!. Relatesto good men; Forep, 
4 nu01 q1 [4* 
2, Ulato bad men. als Hs 

Inbott;:Yr. Layingsup, called a Treaſure, 4. 
which arcQ2.Layings out,cxpreſſedby bring ,,,;.. ;. 
Ing forth, num, h.c. 2 
malitid 


A tew words for explication. nana 
A gocd man | there's good, 1. Abſolutely ; gpjvir. 
fo there's none good but God, z,e. cflentially, Dei, repur- 
pertectly, originally, independently, 2. Com- £417 & 
. , YECener 1 
paratively, o godly menaretruly good, s. e. , 
haccrely, 1f compared wich prophane men, or ja joym, 


B 2 Hypocrites, 
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Hypoacrices: Ir's ſaid of Barnabas, that he was 
ood man, and tuil of the Holy Ghoſt, and: 
- Paith, A#, 11. 24, There's alſo good men, as 
- compared with troward, 2 Pet. 2, 18, or 
choice inſtruments, compared with perſons of 
an inferiour rank, Rom. 5. 7. as David was 
worth tenthouſand of the people : This good 
man inthe Text is to be taken inthe former 

ſenſc, 10 oppoſition to wicked men. 
ovu5G- GoodTrealure] it is a metaphor, and al- 
095, Nt ludeth to che Husbandman and Trades-man 
eard us laying up in ſtore what muſt be uſed in after- 
&veroy £imes ; Or an Huſwives proviſton laid up 
Ti8& Oat, for all the year : This croſſeth not Chriſts 
god in prohibition, Mat. 6. 1 9. Lay zot up for your 
craftinum ſelves treaſures apon earth, torthat is in oppoliti- 
repomew'. gn.this in (ubordination to the true Treaſure, 
ar d Divine Providence, as Joſeph's hoarding 
Ccra was; and its calle} a good Treaſure in 
I I, 20 
Ot che licart] the heartin man is the firſt 
moyvcr of the aEtiovs of man, cven as the firſt 
mover cairieth all the ſph-ars of Heaven about 
wichit; fo doth this hccle thing ja the little 
world of man, animate all his operations : 
| by hcart I underſtand the rational foul, with 
[tf all its facultics of underſtanding, memory, 
i will, and aftcCtions, the chiet part of man. 
it res his The Jews compare the hearr, 1. Tothe Holy 
th pournait. of Holics, or Oracle, whence the Lord gives 
[i p3z- 26 his an{wers. 2, To. Sclomos's Throne, as the 
| ſatelicſt place where the King of Heaven fits, 
as his Throne of Relidence, 3, To the two 
Tables 


© 
| oppoſition to treaſures of wickedneſs, Prov, 
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Tables of Stone in AMoſes's hands, in which 
the Lord writes the Law of Wiſdome : and I 
may add, 4+ The heart of a Chriltian is the 
ſtore-houle of the choiceſt Treaſures, and Cas 
binet of the moſt precious Jewels, 

Bringeth forth] emits or {ends out ſuitable 
emanations, for his owa ſouls comfort, and 
the ſupply or profit of others :. This is a draws 
ing of the Fountain into ſeyeral Channels, an 
educins the habirs of gracc into various as, 
the exerciſe and improvement,of what was 
laid upya ſtirring up the gift of God, a trading 
with the talcnt, required of every Soul that 
hopes to give a good account art the laſt day, 

Good things] there are ſome things good 
only materially, good civilly, but theſe are 
good things (piritually, both as to matter, 
manner, and end, pleaſing roGod, profitable 
to man, and comfortable to. him that brings 
them forth ; theſe are as ſtreams flowing from 
the ſpring of crue grace in the heart, by the 
banks and .bounds of a divine command to 
the infinite Ocean of Gods glory, 

The ſumme of all is chis, every man is, Box opera 
and ads as principles are ſtated in his heart ; 7o# Facore 
we judge of the heart by outward as, bur rm 
God judgeth of outward aCts by the inward 7ere bones 
frame of the heart : and hence that of Luther is eſe, quam 
a greattruth, that good works do not make f4ciamus 
good men, but firft chey muſt be mais good -_ Fo 
men, beforethey cando good works: for habits -. 1 opera 
mult be before atts ; yet good ats make good nom facere 
men berrer, as evil actions make bad men #4/0s, ſed 
worſe; for aQts ſtrengthen habits, as we ſee by penn gg 
cXpericnce. B 3 The "= 
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The Doctrines are theſe : | 
1, Mens layings our are according to their 
layings up: That in general. 
2+ Evcry fincere Chriſtian is traly goods 
3. Evcry-gracious ſoul hath a good Trea- 
ſure, 
4+ True grace is a Chriſtians Treaſure. 
' 5- ASaints Treaſure is in Heaven, and in 


| his heart. 

Mg 6, A Treaſure inthe heart vents it (elf in 
"| the lites\ . 

[. 7. A Treaſuretruly good, will ſend forth 


* good things: the hcarrt, (o far as its ſanAiticd, 
|: and doth act like it ſeit, produceth gracious 
15 acts and exerciſes, 

Bur I ſhall comprize all in this one Obſer- 
vation, 

Doft. That a good Treaſur: in the heart is ne+ 
ceſſary to goed expences imthe life, No man can 
do good, except he firſt be good : there muſt 


* 
Pages 


+ be firſt a laying in, before there can be a lay- 
lf 1Ng Out. 
| Bonus S'r- The Dutch have a Proverb, That a good 
[-0\ -196 acl ſaver, makes +4 well-dcer ;*Iam ſurc "tis loin a 
, Bonifaci. Ipiritual ſenſe ; he that laycs in [pitritual pro- 
| ay viſion, is only fit to lay out in the exerciſes of 
Religion. 
if I ſhall but give this one proof {or the gene- 


ral, Mat, 13, 52»—A Scribe [ 7, e, a Miniſter] 
inſtruted unto the Kingdome of Heaven [. e. 


if | prepared to declare the myſteries of the Goſs 
"s cl |is like an houlholder | or Steward, for fo 
W Hiniſters are called, 1 Cor, 4.1. ]- which bring = 
k &th forth out of his Treaſure things new and old 


[a plain 
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[a plain alluſion toan houſe-keepers old ſtore, 
which makes a daily ſtanding diſh, and new 
ſupply from the market upon ſpecial occaft- 
ons, Old and New Teitament-dainties : ] 
This Scripture clearly holds forth, that he had 
laidup what he now laigs out, Foſeph laics up 
abundance of Corn inthe ſeven years ot plen- 
ty, elſe there could not have been (ſupply in 
time of ſcarcity, Ger» 41+ 47,48,49. 

This only tor a hint in general, for more 
clear explication and confirmation of this 
Truth, I ſhall endeavour. rodifcover, 

x. What laying up a Treaſure is. 

2. What this Treaſure in the Tex is. 

3. Whar this laying out implies. 

4. Why laying up is thus neceflary. 
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CHAP. IL. 
A Diſcovery of the Nature of a Treaſure tn general. 


A Treaſure imports the laying up of things 
for neceſlary uſe in afrer-tirncs,and olds 
forch theſe (even particulars, all which ſuic 
withthe laying up of ſpiritual proviſtoa in 
general. 

1. Layingupa Treaſure, implics carcful- 
neſs, anxiousthoughts, ſollicicous c:dcayour; 
Irs caſic to ſcatter, but ir requires toms indu- 
ſry to garher,yca 'tis eaſier to gather by flch- 
ing and cheating, than by irading or works ' 
ing ; and things cafily got by eyil means, are 
as quickly loſt by ſtrange waics, Prov. 13, 11. 

. B 4 Wealch 


% 


a 


—_ 


; 


aa, male 
dilabuns« 
Fur, 


Feciel, 5. 
13. 


Difficilia 
que Pls 
cbca, 


Hao. 3-13 
AF La. $5. "I 
MN 
i 
; 
IL" 
''y 
7 Sy " 
ff 5.4. 3.6, 


Male pov - 


_—_ 
_ m— 


Heart-Treaſure. 


Wealth | gotten | by vanity, thall bediminiſh- 
ed, 1.e, an cltatc procurcd by bale ſbitts, de- 
viccs,and jugling tricks,comes to nought. Bur 
he that gathereth ty labour | Heb. by the hand} 
ſhall increalc, and in tim? become a | rea{ure, 
Expericnce tells us, that they chat would ger 
a great eſtate, rake pains 11 the day, and plot 
in the night, and delices to ger and keep their 
abundance, wil not {utter chem to ſleep * *cis 
ſoin Spirituals, there's bard tugging to get a- 
biding proviſion; Spiritual gocds arc not got 
with a wet finger z they drop not 1ato the 
mouth of a carcicls loyrerer : T he choicer any 
thing is, the hardlier is it attained: an Har* 
veſt-mans labuur is hard toylins. O think 
rot toget Heaven by lazinels ; The Kirgdom 
of Heave; Is taken by violence, Mat, II.1I3, A 
relolure Chriſtian Cas 1r were) ſtorms this up- 
hil-City; as Souldicrs xun to gcr the prey, or 
Racers to obtain the Prizcs | 

2. Itimporrs choiceneſs in the things laid 
up. *Tisnor all Labuur that obtains a Treas 
(ure; they labuur inthe very fre, that weary 
thcemſclves for-very vanity. Men may lay 
out monev and labour tor that which neither 
doth profit nor fatishes there are many things 
betrer flejiohred, than ſought and gaincd 2 
Howevcr, ſtones and {lraws make no g001 
reaſurey no wiſe main wil account himſelf 
rich with roys and rifles : A Chriſtians tica» 
(urecontiſts in Spirituils, which oncly arc of 
worth and vaintz Gold and Silver are bur 
red ani! white clay, called thick clay, becanſe 
more {olid budics ; but compared wich Di- 
V:uE 
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vine things they are bur drols : Spiritual bleſ- Eph. I $- 


ſings only make the Believer blefled; nothing 
can be accounted a trealure, but what comes 
tr6my and leads ro Heaven , Bona throni, the 
00d things of the Throne, are a Saints trea- 
(ure, Boxa ſcabells, the good things of the Foot- 
ſtaol, are a wicked-man's portion, and he may 


have a large mcaſure, yea atreaſure otrhem ; pz, 19.14 


their bellies are filled with hid treaſures: Yet 
theſe do not make them happy; all under» 
moon comforts are but ſorry trifles to make a 
treaſure of; the whole world cannot counter- 
ballance a grain of Grace:we account of things 
by their worth, not by their bulk; a little box 
of precious oyntment is of more value and 
verrue, than whole tunsof ordinary Liquor ; 
only Heavenly riches make up a Souls trea- 
—_ 

« Suitableneſs of the things ſtored up : No 
man wil lay up what he ſhall never need, and 
account it his treaſure: Every Tradeſ-man 
Jays up that which is fir for his Calling 
Cloathiers, Staplers, Tanners, Husbandmen, 
have all their peculiar provitions. ſuited to 
their vocations : that may be a cumber to one, 
thar is atreaſureto another : Kings have their 
peculiar treaſure, z. e. that which none bur 
Kings have; So all Gods Kings have their pe- 
culiar treaſure; which as it is different from all 
others, lo in ſome reſpeCts different one from 
another. Moſerhad a treaſure of meeknels , 
Fob of paticnce, Salomes of wiſdome, John of 
love : As the Childe of God is tro come be- 
Linde in no gitt,ſo he is toexccl in that ware 
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he is more eſpecially called to exerciſe; 'Tis 
a great Duty and myltery in Religion to bee 
wiſe in obſervation , and prudent in provifie 
on; let every Chriſtian lay up (upplics (uitable 
to the ſeveral ages, eſtates, {cxes, offices, bur- 
dens,durties, relations,placcs, trials,or temptas 
tions, through which any one may paſlc , in 
the whole courle of their Lives : - So ſhal they 
not be unprovided or unfurniſhed, but which 


Phe, 26.12 way (ocver the Lord leads them in this un- 


even world, yet their foot ſhal ftand in an 
ceven place, and go ſtreight to Heaven. 

4. A treaſure imports ſufficiency. Store 
hath nolacks 'tis abundance chat conlticuces 
atreaſure ; the Granarys of eZgypt attorded 
plenty of Corn: A ſcant modicum makes not 
a treaſure, Spiritual goods are a Chriſtians 


Jam. 2, 5 Tiches, and he ought to be rich in rbeſe riches, 
z Tim. 6- richin faith, and rich in good works, What 


18. 


7. e. Scien- 


tia que 
Sp. San{it 
Magifte- 
Yo, #04 


a ful expreſſion is that of St. Pani ? Epheſ, 3. 
rg. Where he begs tobe filled with all the tul- 
neſs of God. What Paxl, can thy narrow ycſ- 
ſel contain an infinite Ocean? Though hee 
cannot hold all, yer he would have all Divine 
fulnels; he would know the Love of Chriſt, 
which paſſcth knowledge; that's to furniſhhis 
intellectual faculty, with a rreaſure of hegven- 
ly knowledge; and he would be filled with all 


Ingenii no- Gracc, as the richeſt treaſure of his wil and af- 


fir: ack- 


feftions ; yea, nothing leſs than fulne(s wil 


mize diſci- (yffice- Nay further, the fuineſs of God; yer 


tur. Matl. 


highereven all the fulneſs of God, let the veſ- 
ſc] be filled ro the forim, and let it bee made 


more capacious to recelye larger uncomes z 
never 
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never hath the belicving ſoul grace enough, til 
grace be perfcEcd and crowned with Glory , 
A graciuus he.rt hath an inſatiable appetite 
aftcr heavenly delights, and daintics; nothing 
ſo good as Grace, and the morea ſoul hath 
of ity the better, 

5+ 1t implies Secrefie: A treaſure is not 
expoſed rof the common view of all men, 
it waS Hezebiah's pride and weakneſs to lead 
the Babyloian Meſicngers through his trea- 


ſures. Treaſures ate ulually hid in fecret 1g, ,. .: 
places; hence we rcad of treaſures of dark- Mac. : 3. 
neſs, and hidden riches of ſccret places, and a 1 Per. 3-4. 
treaſure hid in a field : So this good mans 9 Kgv7- 
treaſure is ſaid to be in his heart» which St, 105 TW 
Peter calls the hidden man of the heart, none Kegduats y 


can lee into this, burthe hearr-ſcarching God, 
he thac knows all things onely is the Anarto- 
miſtof thiscloſe and hidden man :Men ſee the 
face, bur they ſee not whar lies within; hence 
it is that the greateſt af\d beſt part of a Chri- 
ſian treaſure, is inviſible; as the roots of a 
Tree under the carth, or the bottom of a Ship 
under water; or rather as a.Mercbants goods 
in his Ware-houſes Soir is with a Saints trea- 
furez he is a Jew iowardly,his Circumciſion 1s 
that of the hcart; in the Spirit and not in the 
Letter,whoſe praiſe is not of men,bur of God: 
Rom, 2. 29. The regenerate (oul is the King of 
Heavens Daughter,which is all glorious with- 
in, though (ome ſparklings of Grace appear 
without : the beſt and the worſt of a Soul 1s 
hid from the view of men ; happy were it for 
a Chriſtian it ke had no morecorruption than 
appeals 
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appears outwardly, and wretched were he al- 
ſo, if he had no more Grace than others can 
take notice of. BY 

6. A Treaſure for ſafery : This treaſure bes 
ing out of mens view is therefore ſecured 
from mens reach and touch : Treaſures lye 
not looſe, but are under lock and key : thoſe 
at Remeare now laid up in the itnpregnable 
Caſtle of St, Angels, T reaſure-Cities are al» 
waies well Fenced , Guards wcre appointed 
co attend them; Dragons are fancicd to wait 
on treaſures: hence come Dragooners, ſay 
ſome :* But ſure I am, the creaſure of a Chri- 
ſtian is (ate ; Grace and Peace are a Saints 
free-hold that Men and Devils cannot de- 
prive him oft : Grace isan incorruptible ſeed, 
and God hath cngaged himſclt to maintain 
it : . Maries better part cannot be taken from 
her ; As ſoon, faich one, may they pluck 
Chriſt out of Heaven, as Grace out of my 
heart : Nay the trcaſhire of joy can no man 
take from the believing Soul, for this pure 
ſtream of Spiritual Joy, grows ſtronger and 
ſweeter, til it be (wallowed up in the vaſt Q- 
ccan of our Maſters joy in c:ernal blifle: A 


. Chriſtians treaſure is lock'd up in his heart , 


which is a Cabinettharnone can wrelt open :? 
Chriſts heart was pierced, that a Chriſtians 
might remain untouch'd ; hence it becomes 
impenicrable, and iavulnerable. A lively em- 
blem whereof was the heart of Fohs Huſſe , 
which remained intire, even when his bdy 
was conſumed in the flames : the heart may 
be pu!led out of the botome, bur nor a Saints 
Treaſure 
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Treaſure out of his Heart. 

7. Ina Treaſure there's readineſs for pre- 
ſent ſupply , *Tis bur giving a turn witch the 
key, and taking out proviſion , and making 
uſe thereof , which is as ſoon made ready as 
Abraham's Feaſt for the Angels, or Jacobs 
Veniſon for his Father 1ſaac: He that hath 
a treaſure of food, hath it not to ſcek when 
he ſhould uſe it ; asthe man in the Parable, 


that ran tocall up his Neighbour, to borrow Luke 1x; 
three Loaves becauſe he had nothing to ſer be» 5 6. 


fore his Friend that came unexpeRedly ; But 
the wel-furniſh'd Chriſtian can make God 
welcome in all his viſits, in Mercy or Diſplea*- 
(ure, and own him as a Friend , whether he 
come by day or by night ; a wel-ſtored ſoul 
hath ſomething in readineſs for his honou- 
rable Gueſt, A notable reſemblance hereof 
we have inthe Parable of the wiſe and fooliſh 
Virgins; The Oyl in the Lamp is the treaſure 
of Grace inthe heart ; and though the Virgin 
Chriſtian may ſlumber as ro the Exerciſe of 
Grace, yet he is ready upon a ſudden Alarm 
for the Bridegooms entertainment , bur the 
fooliſh Virgin is the treaſureleſs Soul ; the 
graceleſs Sinner » that hath no Oyl at all, 
bur while it goes to buy, is ſhut outof the pres 
{ence Chamber, Bur of this more bercafter 
onely obſerve, in General, that he that hath a 
treaſure will be quickly furniſh'd with all ac- 
commodations, on all occaſions : Thus much 
tor the firſt head, 
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CHAP, JIL 


A particular acconnt of the T reaſure meant in the 
Text, and of a Chriſtians T reaſtre, 


He ſecond Genetal head is , what is the 

Treaſure that our Saviour (peaks of here? 

I conceive it is principally intended of rhe 

| thoughts of the heart, which are called the 
"© D Poflcfſions of the Heart, Fob 17. 11. becauſe 
Aaredita- theſe are the firſt-born of rhe Soul, and enjoy 


rias po- the inheritance of it. You cannot turn off 


ſeſciones the thoughts from their free-hold , you may 
—_— ſuſpend the tongue from ſpeaking , the hand 
_ ere. from ating, bur you cannot ſuſpend the ſoul 
ditario from thinking, while it is a rational Soul; for 
poſſedit. - this is the eſſential property of it, whiles it is 
its ſelf. Good or bad thoughts are eycry mans 
treaſure and poſſeſſion; and theſe centre and 

ſcrtle in the heart; theſe are the Spring and 

Source of Aftions and expreſſions. Now 'tis 

faid of a Godly man, Prev. 12,5, The thoughts 

” of the Righteons are right, 1. e, Judgment, Law, 
Fon Meaſure, as the word imporis ; the meaning 
tuti, Men- iS, a gracious perlon thinks as he is, according 
ſ«ra, ſve tothe rules of refified, lanftih:d Reaſon ; 
em 30. his thoughts cun in a right channel, ro right 
"11a: & Objects, tor rightends, and arc therefore very 
rationcms Precious, and may well becalied a Treaſure 
ein ju- Hence Damd's Exclamartion, Pſal. 139. 17, 
dirio. How precious alſo are thy thoughts unto me,O God ? 
Pagn. je (ay (om, how rar and dear are the 
thoughts I have of thee to my foul ? This may 
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be probable from whar follows, in verſe 18, 


when I awake, 1 am ſtill with thee, in thonghts and 
Heavenly Meditations : Certainly a Godly- 
mans holy thoughts area precious Treaſure ; 


if his rongue be as choice Silver, what are his 
choughts, that feed and furniſh the rongue a. 


with profitable diſcourſes ? 
Now as the thoughts feed the rongue, and 


Prov, 10; 


hand; ſo there are tour Springs that feed and 


furniſh the heart with holy thoughts ; 'theſe 
are like the four ſtreams of the Riyer of Pa- 
radiſe, which water the Divine Garden of a 
Chriſtians Soul, and being followed co the 
head) wil certainly lead the belieying ſoul to 
the Heavenly Paradiſe, 


(2+ Scripture-Truths; 

Thoſe thought-nou- )z. Spiritual Graces. 
riſhing ſtreams are, )3+ Large Experiences. 

4. Lively Comforts. 


The firſt of theſe; Scripture-Truths, is like 
the River P:ſo», which compaſleth the whole 
Land of Havilah, where there is Gold - So 
thrstaketh in the largg Territories of the holy 
Scriptures, where there is ſuch choice Gold 
of Divine Truths, as ate able to make the Soul 
both wiſe and rich, unto Salvation ; Ir isa 
choice mercy to have the underſtanding fur- 
niſhed with a treaſure of ſaving Knowledge of 
CGolpel-Myiteries : Hence the command is to 
buy the Truth, ſearch the Scriptures. ro ſeek 
for Wiſdom as tor Silverztoſearch torKnow- 
ledge ag for hid Treaſures : That's a notable 
paſlage, 
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paſſage, Col, 3. 16. Lot the Word of God dwell 
richly in you, | Gre, n\s5io5] copioully, as 
bundantly, the word notes two things, 8. The 
Meaſure, and fo *cis rendred *plentcoully , 
{ſaith one, 2. The worth of the knowledge of 
the Word, and (o *tis rendred richly by ſome. 
And ſurely a great ſtock of Scripture-Know- 
Sicre ledge isa precious treaſure : O what a blelled 
Scripture thing is1t to have a mans breaſt the Library of 
ſwnt Sar Jeſus Chriſt ? The ſacred Scriptures are the 
Ge delicie = : 6" 
& divitie f{eaſures and pleaſures of a Gracious Soul : 
anime, £0 David they were better than thouſands of 
Pſal. 119. Gold and Silver: A Mountain of tranſparent 
72. and Pearls hcapt as high as Heaven, is not fo 
11r-14 rich a treaſure as theſe; Hence that good 
man choſe theſe as his Heritage for ever, and 
Tejoyced in them as in all riches. A covetous 
Miſer could nor take ſuch delight 1n his bags , 
nor a young Heir in a large Inheritance, as 
holy David did in Gods Word. All the Saints 
are Prieſts unto God ; Now of Lew: 'tis ſaid , 
Mat. 2,6, thatthe Law of Truth was in his 
mouth, and his lips kept knowledge as a ftore- 
houſe. $0 it isor ought to be wich Guds Spl- 
rizual Prielts; they have the Law of God gra» 
Rad.» 71 Ven on their hearts, and 17 their tongues 1s rhe 
Explerare, | aw of kindneſs and holincſs, The word Law, 


Leigh Crit, 
Sac. 


_ comes trom a root-chat f13nifies to try.as Mer» 
MIn chants that (earch and prove rhe Wares that 
Lev, $:2- they buy and lay up; hence alſo comes the 


mum & word tor Gemms aud Jewelsrharare tryed» 
x1 and ond right 2 The ſound Coriltan 1s the 
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Touch-ſtone of Scripture, and having found 
genuine Truths, he lays them up to the great 
inriching of this ſupreme,and [overaign facul- 
ry ol the underſtanding. 

2. Another Spring that feeds holy thoughts 
35 Spiricual-Graces, the fruits of the Spirir , 
which exceedingly help the fruits of che Lips; 
It the Wil and AﬀeRions be lanified with a 
Principle of crue Holineſs, the Lips and the 
Life wil bring forth heavenly Expreſſions and 
AXtions in the Converſaticn : Hence Prov. 
14.27. Thefear of the Lord is the Fountain of 
Life, i.e. agracious babit ſtreams tre:ly and 
fully into all aftsof Spiricual Life, and at laſt 
5 {wallowed up in the Ocreaa of Eternal 
Life. It is ſaid of Jeſus Chriſt, the Original | 
of all Grace, that the fear of rhe Lord is his 1fa, ;3, 6. 
treaſure; and we may fay alſo, it is a Chr 
ſtians treaſure: the head full oft Notions wil 
not make the (oul rich, without the heart full 
of Grace; 'Tis Grace that innobles the ſoul 
with heavenly Excellencies, and inables the 
ſoul to bear burthens, and do dutics : wichour 
a principle in the hearrt,there can be no holi- , 
neſsin the Life; all works of Piety, Charity, 
Sobricty, muſt flow from a pure hcarc, a good i Tim: 1.5 
Conlcience, and-Faith unfeigned ; all which 
do contribute their influence to every good 
work. Obedience(ſaith one) reſpeCtsrhe com- ,,..... No 
mand of a Superiour; Love, the kindnels and Iuce, 4 
merit of the Law-giver; Faich,his baunty and * 
reward: The firſt (wayeth the Conſcience, the 
ſecond inclinerh the Hearr, the third giv-th 
incouragement : Sure 1 am , without rhele 
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there can be no ſpiritual aCtings in an Eyan- 
gelical manner, Heonly hath a Goſpel frame 
of ſpirit, that hath the Law written in his 
heart, and the works thereof in his hand; 
wholc life is a continual tranſcript of this blef- 
ſed copy; For he that -doth Righteouſneſs, is 
Rightcous ; Yea, it is he that moycth Hex 
ven-wards, from a livirg treaſurc of gracious 
principles,and not fgom external compulſion, 
as Clocks and ſuch dead artificial, yer (elf. 
moving enginesgo: Hence the Church (and a 
believing Soul) laith , fy Soul made we like 
the Chariots of Ammiinadab, or of a willing pev- 
ple, Song. 6. 12+ Though ſome (ay they arc 
rhe words of Chriſt, yet in this they are appli» 
cable roevery gracious foul, that is acted by 
anew and living principlc towards God, and 
Goodicſs : Chrilts Peoplcare yoluntaries in 
the day of bis power , inthe way of duty, be- 
ing acted by a free and Princely ſpirit, the re- 
newed will being the great engine that move; 
the ſoul in a Chriſtian courſey their own ſpi- 
rits make them willing for God, 

2- Athirdfpring that fceds holy thoughts 
1s wel-gathered experiences: the Chriſtians 
breaſt isto be a trealury of experimental ob- 
(crvations, whichmay be improved as good 
props to uphold a tottering Faith. *Tis ſaid of 
them in Lnbe 1. 66. that they laid up all thoſe 
{trance paſlages concerning John, in their 
hearts. And thus we ft:ide ſeveral Saints care 
fuilv gathering, and ſcaſonably recolleCting 
their formor cxpericnces;as Jacob, David, Paul, 
Samuel, Maxzoah and his Vitce Time _ 
fal 
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fail mce to recount all the inſtances of this na- 
ture: Recording the time, place z manner 
ot Livice diſcoveries, hath been of fingular 
advantage to believers» Lxpcrience begets 
hope ; we loſe much through neglett hercot : 
Signal memorials of received Mercics, help ro 
preſeat Dutics, and quicken Faith in the 
oreateſt fucure difficulties, All Artiſts gather 
knowledge, by laying up Experiments ; and 
he is che wilc(t Chriſtian, chat in chis reſpeCt 
with Salomon, hath his heart filled with ex- 
perience of Wiſdome and Knowledge: Ex- 
perience is the beſt Tnltructer, and helps a Fcde.1.1s. 
man beſt in inſtructing others ; an cxpe- 

ricaced Phyſician and Lawyer, are (cldome 
Non-plaſt; an cxpericnced Souldicr comes off 

with honour. O Chrittians ! lay up in your 

hearts, what you have (cen With your cycs , 

and felc in your ſouls,of the vanity of worldly, 

and theexceliency of Heavenly atrainments, 

and enjoyments: Y ou cannot be roo young to 

collett exprriences; you cannot bertoo old to 
recoliect and improve them : If your green 

hcads would ule diligence, your grcy hairs Seworts 
would arrive to large experiences; by which /%* 54% 
mans, the works and loads of old age would i 
bee Caſlic , that were almoſt intollerable in ſpienres, 


Rom, 5.4, 


long wich a little, and makes many thips,that [ad vs 

= * © 04 Ys 7 P, 
an experienced work-man difpatcherh, both {...:. 
more quickly, and more neatly : *Tis fo in (x jeux. 


Religion, experience facilitates every work 4 /entc- 
of ir, And how doth experience feed thonghts > **:/ 9/14 
Thus, wacn a ſoul is at a pinci , and rhe 
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heart (truck dead with a ſudden ſurprizal, (o 
that therhoughts are puzzelled , Experience 
comes in to their relict , and repreſents the 
{tate as feaſible , ſince it calls ro minde as ar- 
duous a calc, which yet was not inſuperable ; 
And why maiſt thou not get through as wel 
as tormerly, ſaith Expcrience And thus it 
Marſhals the (ouls faculties 1n cheir proper 
ranks, and brings it through the preſent at- 
rempt wich order and victory, whether che 
undertaking be ot doing Duty, or enduring 
diſhculty, 
Gen. 3-14 4. Thelaft refreſhing ſtream that ſupplies 
Eyybrates che heart with Heavenly thoughts, is the wells 
o 7. * of conſolation - this likethe laſt, yet not the 
WVP%- leaft River of Paradiſe [ Euphrates] doth (as 
"=. he name of that imports) refreſh che heart 
c<a:d;1-9p- with chearing incomes, and influences : This 
Þ eeres quod makes the foul both cheartul and fruitful; in 
+ T cirewn;- che midſt of terrifying thoughts, thele com- 
| eratem #* forts delights the (oul , Pſal. 94. 19, Oh the 
Eri18 (ate . . . 
redsr, ut JOy that theſe begert in the midlt of ſorrow ! 
/equene Nothing can make fad, if Divine Comforts 
Anno ſ61%- make glad: Theſe bright beams of Light 
re cre/c4t. chaſe away the foggy milt gf darkneſs, and 
diſconſolate horror ; Theſe pure ſtreams of 
comfort waſh away the bitter cftcts of deſ- 
pairing thoughrs : Theſe comfores infinitely 
exceed wine, which Phyloſoptttrs have called 
1ri,1i;. the chiel allayments of mcns muſerics, but 
19 4 1+ the (ene of this love 15 better than wine ; one 
naw Hon ofibeledivine Joys would even miti- 
| e.*- are Helltorments. Thisis acreaſure indeed, 
TIS. wmkilh,as it is cf great cfhcacy, {o it is the fa: 
tisfyin? 
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tisfying reſult of the forementioned proviſion; 
ſaving Truths, ſavory Graces, ſenſible Expe- 
riences, beget ſolid Peace, Bur belides thoſe , 
there are two clear ſtreams that ynuch pro- 
mote the {ouls comfortable thoughts : 


x. Precious Promiles, 

Which ar ef 2. Aclcar Conſcicnces 
1- Promiſts are the ſtore-houle of comfort, 
the Charrers of our priviledges, the convey- 
ances of our Heavenly Inheritance : Promiles 
arethe breaſts of conſolation » the [evange- 
lice malftralia] the milk-Pails of the Goſpel ; 
the great receptacles of that(«A5\ov yxAa) (1n- 
cere milk of the \Werd, ſtored up for Babes 
in Chriſt. :Che Promiſes, ſaith a good Divine, 
are Bills of Exchange given you, that you 
may draw your eſtate into another Country : 
Nothing can chear up the heart (0 much as 
a word of Promiſc. Hence David deſires to 
hear {the voice of ] joy and gladnec!s, z, c. 1n a 
promiſe: There's a probatum eft upon this 
means of Spiritual comtort , whether ir con- 
cern Life or Godlincſs, preſent or tuture en- 
joyments, Ir is (aid of the Duke of Gmiſe, that 
he was the richeſt man in France, though not 
in Lands, yet in Bills and Bonds, and grcat 
Friends: Sois a tight Chriſtian; he is the rich- 
eſt man in the world, io polletſhon and rever- 
fion, forhe inherits all things, and hc is Heir to 
2 glorious Crown at death, The cxcceding 
great and precious Promiſes ray chcar up the 
heart of a drooping Saint, it it were as low as 
C 3 Hell : 
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Hell; for they were made and confirmed by 
an Oath, that the Heirs of Promiſe might 
have ſtrong canſolation : Ic is ſtrange it the 
Bucket of Fgith do not alwaics draw up the 
watcr of conſolation, out of the Wells of Sal- 
vation, God hath ordered in Nature our tecd- 
ing tobe vith delefarion,(o in Spirituals; our 
application and improvement of Promiſcs is 
with {weetnels and delight : This is the firſt 
means to beget a Treaſure of Yomfortable 
Thoughts inthe believing Soul-inriching Pros 
miles. 

2, Clearncſs of Cgnſcience, This is an help 
to comfortable Thoughts. Yet obſexve, that 
Peace is not {o much cfecd as preſerved by 
a good Conſcience, and Converſation, for 
though joy inthe Holy Ghoſt, will-make its 
Neſt no where bur in an holy Soul, yer the 
blood of Chriſt only can ſpeak peace, being ju- 
ferfied by Faith, we have peace, Rom. 5.1. An 
exact I|tc will not make, but keep Conſcience 
quict; Ancaſie ſhooe, hcals nor a ſore focr,but 
keeps aſound one from cruſhing, Walking 
with God 2ccording to Goſpel-Rules, hath 
peace 1n:ailed upon it, and that peace is ſuch a 
treaſures as thzreby a Chriſtian may have his 
rejoycing from himſcit : Gal. 6. 16—4, His 
own heart ſings him a merry tune, which the 
treats and reproaches of the-World cannot 
{ilence : The treaſure of comfort is not cxs 
pended 1n affliction ; Death it (clt doth not 
exhauſt, but encreaſe and advance it to an e- 
tcrnal t:iumph : Othe excellercy ard neceſ- 
ary of it! Panl Jaid it ip for a Death-Bed 
Cordial: 
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Cordial; 2 Cor, 1, 12. Onr Rejoycing 15 this, the 

teſtimony of our Conſcience, — And Hezekiah as 38: 3. 
dares hold it upto God, as well as cheat up 

himſelf with it at approaching - Death. A 
Conſcience good in point of fntegrity, will be 

good alſo in point of tranquility : The Righ. Plal- 1192 
teous 1s bold as a Lyon; They have great peace "y | 
that love and keep Gods Commandements : And ax; ze 
ſaith the Apoltle , If owr heart conaemn mu: not , 

then have we clnfidence towards God, and I may 

add, alſo towards men, Oh! whar comfort and 

ſolace hath a clear Conſcience > He hath ſom* 

thing within, toanſwer accuſations without : 

He hath ſuch a rich creaſure as will not fall in 

orcateſt ſtraits and hazards, I ſhal conclude 

this with a notable ſaying of an Ancient : The , _.. 
Joyes of a good Conſcience are the Paradiſe of Souls, aura 
the Delight of Angels, the Garden of- Delights, the. ſcientie 
Field of Bleſſing, the T emople of Salomon, the Paradiſus 
Court of God, the Habitation of the Spirit of arm, 


gaudium 
Ged, engelgrums 


c hartss deli- 


ciarum, 


CHAEF.qIY. ager Dene- 
diftions, 
How the Treaſure of holy Thoughts thus laid in, is my an , 
to be laid ont, Aula Deiz 
babita®» 
Itherco of the laying up of a Treaſure of 54: $p!, 
go0d Thoughts by the acceſſion of — 
Truths, Graces, Experiences and Comtores, 
the third head pgopounded, is how this Trea- 
{ure is expended, brought forth, and improved, 
for that treaſure is (in a ſort) uſcieſs, that is 
C 4 not 


Heart-Treaſure. 


pot made ule of. * Now this Treaſure is ex- 
erted four Waics, 912, 


I y cart — 

2. Lips (> JopeakKing. 
By the ;. Hafds ©!” YDoiog, f 
4. Back Enduring, 


1, Bythe heart in Divine Soliloquies, and 
heavenly Meditations, in warming Notions 
and clevating Motions, thele keep the Chrilti» 
an good company, ſo that hee is never leſs a- 
lone than when alone; Asa very Heathen 

; could [ay : Scriprure-Truths are {wcer and {a- 
Wann « . . , .* . 
mms OSfying Companions in all conditions, places, 
Ine, auzm (tations ; When tho goeſt, it ſhall lead thee; when 
cum {oius-» thow ſleepeſt, it ſhall keep thee ; and when thou a- 
wikeſt , it ſhall talk with thee , Prov. 6, 32, And 
what can wedefire more than a Guide in our 
Way, a Guard in our beds, and a (ſweet Com- 
panion in our ſolirudes, and ſerious retire» 
ments? Such are Divine Truths. A Chri- 
ſtian may livg upon this Treaſure in a \Wil- 
derneſs, in Priſon » [ etiam ” Inferne | even in 
Hell ir (elf (ſaith L=they.) Gods Statutes were 
Davids Songs in the houſe of his Pilgrimage 
Iſaac went our intothe fields for Recreation , 
and took his treaſure along with him , g&t- 
ring a ſolitary and ſavoury repaſt, of Mcdita- 
tion , Ger. 24. 63. When 2a man 1s ſhut out 
from Ordinances, his ſou] may bee ſarisfi:d 
PM.63. with Marrow and Fatneſs, when it mceditatcs 
$4 6, of God in the night-watches : Yea, when dull 
or diſcouraging thoughts diſcompole the ſpi- 
Tit - 


Pſal, 119 
54+ 


ww } 24 Oo: His 
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Heart-Treaſure. 
rit : This treaſure helps to an holy ſpell to raiſc 


the ſpirit of the Believer, and drive away the = 39-3 
evil ſpiric of deadneſs, and diſtration, Medi- © © eP 


cation 15a Kinde of deliberate Extafie ; The 
harmonious melody of the ſouls faculties 
within 1t ſelf by a mutual and muſical con- 
ſort ; it is the ſouls ſelf-conference heard ovly 
by it ſelt : It isa ferching up meat formerly 
taken down, and diffuſing it intothe ſeveral 
Veins'and Arteries of the foul; Meditation(in 
a word) isan holy concoRion and digeſtion 
of Divine Truths , which fattens and ripens 
the ſoul tor Heaven. O the raviſbing nature 
of a cloſe and fixed Meditation! 'Tisa God-ins» 
joying, and (elf-profiting exerciſe; the devout 
ſoul,that's thus turniſh*d with a Treaſure, can 
expatiate upon all things, and like the labori- 
ous Bee, fetch the honey of ſome comfort out 
of every obje@ and ſubje& ; When Grace is 
in the heart, knowledge in the head , and 
Truths in the memory; the Chriſtian through 
Divine Aſſiſtance will make good work of 


cyery condition and diſpenſation : 'Tis both As 0.0. 


the charaQter and the honour of a Chriſtian to 
meditate of Gods Law day and night; he that 
talks much with his own heart by medication, 
and takes frequent turnsin Paradiſe by con» 
tcmPlation ; doth far tranſcend the ratc and 


pace of ordinary Chiſtiaf$ : For((aitha great Dr, al 
Divine) commonly we are transformed imo 5" 3-Þ+ 
the diſpoſitions and manners of thoſe, whoſe © * 


company vc frequenr, And it we keepcom- 
pany with ai: holy God, by»meditation, wee 
ſhall be morc exaltly holy in all manner of 
Conyerſation, 2, This 


26 


Proy, I 6+ 
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Heart-Treaſure. 
2, This Trea{ure of the'Hcart vents it (elf 
by the Lips in heaycnly Communications ; 
and that rwo waits, 
x, Conferences, diſcourſing with Men. 
2, Performances, di{courfing with God. 
1, Atreaſured foul doth difcourſc profi- 
tably with men: This, Ithink, is the chief 
deſign of this Text; a bringing forth good 
things in talking to mens Edification, A gras 
cious heart freely pours out holy Expreſſions ; 
Salomon (faith * the Heart of the Wiſe teacheith his 
Month : That inward (pring tecds theſe (weet 
ſtreams ; and tipps the rongue with Divine 
Rhetorick. So Cart. 4. 11. Thy Lips, O my 
Sponſe, drop as the Hony-comb, Hony and Milk, 
are wider thy Tongue; not like vain-glorious 
empty Scholars, or conceited formal Profeſ- 
ſors, that have got ſome (craps of contulcd 
Notions, then fer open the Pack, and expoſe 
all ro open view, but are quickly drawndry : 
No,no, theſe well-turniſht fouls have an overs 
fAowing treaſure ot holy Matter, to'produce 
upon cccafton,and can ſpeak a word in ſca. 
ſon upon any ſubjcct, ro any foul. *Tis ſaid of 
Plato and Ambroſe , that Bees (warmed in 
their Cradlcs, as preſages of rheir fucure Elo» 
quence: So the Honey-comb of Scripture» 
Truths drops ac the, Chriſtians tongues end ; 
his ſpeech is ſeaſoned wirh ſalt, becauſe his 
hearc is ſeaſoned withGrace;his diſcourſes(like 
Hony) at once both purge and pleaſe the 
Sanctified Auditor : When che well-guided 
rongue is an Inefpreter of a cleanſed heart, 
us tood and phylickto him that improves it: 
Fox 


+, 


Heart«Treaſure. 


For the tongue of the Wiſe 1s health, Prov, 12, 
18, Thelame word inthe Heb, that Ggnifies 
rongue, is allo uſed (joyned with another 2; 


word) tor a wedge of Gold : The truth is; a Joib-7-21- 


Treatured Heart findes a precious golden * 
Tongue ; and gothing more cordial to the 
fainting hearts than the fruit of chole choice 
Lips. 
2. This Treaſures exerciſed in Religious 
Durys, and Holy Performances : The root of 


Grace in the heart, brinvys forth theſe Fruits Heb: 13+ 


of the Lips in Prayer and Praiſe, The (pirir 


of Prayer tumes up to Heaven this Divine In- ;,, 


cenſe: Such a ſoul needs not to be prompred 
by men that hath chis lively Liturgy 1n his 


heart-; the Spirit can help both to aftteQions rom, 8.26 


and expreſſions. A treaſured ſoul hath a 
ſtock of prayers, as an able Miniſter hath a 
ſtock for Sermons(though he may be withour 
a ſtock of written notes;) I mean,the body of 
Diviaity in his headz which makes a ready 
Scribe: T he more treaſure a (oul hath with- 
in, the more ready will it bee to every good 
work; yea, and the more raiſed ro God in the 
work : Such a one 1s help'd very much againſt 
Diſtractions, the great complaint of good 
fouls, It is a notable expreſſion of a good 


Authour; (ſaith he) He that hath ſtore of Gold Cobber of) 
and Silver m his pocket, and but a few braſſe Fay. P'*y<r. 


things, will more readily upon every dranght, cone 
ont with Gold and Silver, thax with braſſe Far 
things. So he whoſe heart is ſtocked with ho- 
ly thoughts, will not finde carnal coxgitatiohs 
{0 11tc and [r.quent, If che heart haye indited'a 

| c09d 
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good matter, the rongue will be as the pen of 


a ready Writer; It the heart be filled with 
Grace, it will make melody to the Lord, and 
mulick to Good men. A treaſured Soul is 
ready to trade with God in Duty, Yct take 
this Caution : A true Chriſtian having a large 
meaſure of habitual Grace, 1s not alwaies in 
ancqual aCtual capacity for Duty: David's 
heart. may need tuning as wel as his Harp: 
The key of this treaſure may be loſt or rult- 
ed: So that the treaſure of that man afrer 
Gods own hearty was lock'd up in great mea- 
ſure, for the (pace of nine months, mil God 
ſent the key by Nathas to open the Sluce of 


Repentance , and draw out the Seeds of 


Grace. | 
3+ The Treaſure in the heart is alſo draw: 
out with the hands, in the works of piety to* 
wards God, charity to men, and ſobriety with 
reſpe& ro our ſelves: So the Apoſtle diſtribu- 
teth good works, Tit, 2. 12+ Iisnotenough 
for the ſoul to have the Axe laid to the root 
of the trecy in (orind Conviction and Goſpel» 
Humiliation, bur he is to bring forth Fruits 
meet for ſuch Repentance, in a Golpel-Con- 
verſation; we mult not onely believe with 
the heart, and confeſs with the mouth; bur 
Faith muſt work by Love.; upwards to God , 
by the Obedience of Faith; inwards to the 
Heart, by puritying it; and downwards to 
men, by doing good unto all : But eſpecial- 
ly to the houſhold of Faith. Here is a large 
field of matter for my pen, and the Chriſtians 
hand; but the furniſhed Chriſtian is univerſal 
T7 


Heart-Treaſure, 


in Obedience, baulks not the hardeſt and 
moſt hazardous Duties; will not ſerve God 
with that whichcoſts him nothing : And this 
is agranddiſcriminating note betwixt a trea» 
ſured Saint, and a treaſureleſs Hypocrite : 
The carnal perſon loves a cheap Religion, 
and is loath to bee at any coſt or pains for 
God, ina way of commanded Duty; bur to 
a Childe of God the more ſpiritual a Duty is , 
and the more bppolice "tis ro carnal caſe and 
profit,the more freely doth the ſoul cloſe with 
it: Heiswilling to cut off a right hand of a 
belcycdLuſt, pray tor enemies,forgive wrongs, 
give to the poor; as knowing thar all thelc 
(yea, cven the laſt)are eſſential parts of our re» 
ligionztherefore when the hearr is full of grace 
the hands Dorcarslike, wil be full of good 
works; which are called fruits of rightcoul- 
neſs. *Tis the Chriſtians duty and digniry to 
be fruitful in every good work; which cannot 
proceed trom any other roor than this Heart- 
trealure, A willing heart wil finde a liberal 
hand to relieve the poorz} the Merchandli'e of 
penitentsT yre 15 treaſured up inthe belly;,2nd 
upon the backs of Gods holy ones: This liberal 
ſoul deviſeth liberal chings, and wil not mn: 
ule of carnal reaſonings; as danrer of poy 
unworthine(s of t!;- 

times, and ths |!" ry 
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by the freenels of his heart, cnhanceth the 
Mite into a pound in crue worth,and Gods ac- 
count: Thus the readineſs of the heart com- 
penſates the weakneſs of the hand, 


But I muſt fixe bounds to this diſcourſe; - 


Yet atrcaſ{ured Saint hath no Rint of deſires 
and endeayours to be acling tor Godzand the 
o00d-will of his heart adds new vigour to his 
tainting hand. Naturaliſts obſerve, that when 
the heart more inclineth ro thEright fide, rhe 
{pirits are morelively arfd apt for Comem- 
plation and Action ; hence that of Salemons, 
A Wile-mans heart 1s at his right hazd + ] am 
(ure when a Ciriſtians heart boweth God- 
wards, his hand is tull of aftivity 1in the ways 
ot God, and works of godlineſs; When the 
{oul is filled with Graces the hand 1s fitted for 
a&s of Religion, 

4. This inward Heart-Treafure helps the 
back and ſhoulders to bear the Chriſtians bur- 
thens: The time of affliction is a ſpending 
time; if there be any Grace within, cribulation 
wil draw it ont. Hence it 1s ſaid to work pa- 
nence; not that 1t creates what was not 11 
the ſoul before ; but ednceth and evidencerh 
that which bctore lay bid in the heart : The 
fery Furnace wil prove and improvethe {o!s 
{piritual ſtrength ; for it it faint 1n the day 


-- 


of adverſity, irs (trength is ſmal, and treaftre * 


Do0r, Now, ſha! it be clearly known, whe 
ther the Contcience be Tonnd or toundred, 1! 
it wil pace wel 1n rough watess [Twice 15 1t 


2 oy 12.04 LOPEATCH in Revel.c10ns, when mention is mad 
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| HearteJreaſure. 
the patience here 3; the patience,and faith of Saints: 
q.4, Here's the ttyal of ir, here's room tor 
it, here's the root and fruit of it, cven Anti- 
chriſts deſolation, which they have been (o 
long waiting and praying for ; ſurcly a glu- 
rious ſight worth bcholding; Rome flaming , 
Saints triumphing, yet in the mean time , 
they have necd of Faith and patience : For 
immediately before both theſe paſlages, wee 
have a deſcription of Rewes rage ; the Devil 
wil come down with the greater wrath,when 
hee hath a ſhorter time, and the laſt bitings 
of this dying Beaſt, wil be the fierceſt, which 
may bring torth all the Saints Graces, and all 
litcle enough 11 times of tryal ; we have grear 
need of patience after wee have done Gods 
wil, that we may allo endure his wil, til pro- 


miles be performed, We muſt buckle on the ; 


Armour of God,that we may be able to with- 
ſtand 1n anevil day; and havingdone and cn- 
dured all, tro ſtand on the Field as Conque- 
rors. In perſonal conflits all our ſtock of 
ſuffering Graces may be put too't ; Poyerty 
wil try our Faith; diſgraco our ſ(clf-denial ; 


ſickneſs our patience; delay of return of pray- 


ers 1n a long expected Mercy , wil try our 
hope; —and all theſe Graces muſt have their 
pertcit work, that the Chriſtian alſo may be 
pertcCt and intire, wanting nothing, Jam. x. 
4. Be ſhould have the whole heritage of a 
Chriſtian, the compleat accompliſhment of a 
Saint; every Grace in its height ard due pro- 
prtion, Job, David, Eli, and Hezehiah lad 
laid ln alarge ſtock of bearing Graces, and 
tlicy 
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they found enough ro do with chem in affli- 
Qion;z they had no more than they needed, 
Love bears and breaks through all things ; 
Faith holds up the head and hearr aboye diſ- 
couragements : Nature hath furniſhed the 
Camcl with a bunched back, to bear huge 
burthens, and a traftable bowing of his knees 
tothe ground,that he may be the berter load- 
ed: Sowilthe wel-taught and accompliſh'd 
Saint meekly ſtoop to take up, and chearful- 
ly carry Chriſts Croſs, during his pleaſures 
That's a (oundehearted Chriſtian indeed, that 
like che Nightingale can fing moſt ſweetly 
when thethorn is at hisbreaſt;thar like Spices, 
the more they are bruiſed, the berter 1s the ſa- 
your of their Graces, Bur a carnal man want- 
ing this treaſure of Grace, kicks at, yea, kicks 
off his burchen; yer chough it be poſſible thar 
the Spiric of a man,(as a man of a maſculine 
temper natucally, or by acquired magnanimi- 
ty)may poſlibly ſuſtain his infirmity, and not 
ſnccamb under outward burthens of ſorrow , 
yer there's a vaſt difterence betwixt a gracious 
and gracele(s heArt in enduring afflitions , 
both asto their carriage thereunder, and ad- 
vantage thereby : Hear «A»ftiz clegantly diſ- 
covering the difference 3 There 1s (ſaith he) 
a diſimilitade of Sufferers in a fimilirude of 
ſufferings, and though they bee under che 
ſame rorment, yet is there not the ſame vir- 
rue and vice, as under one fire, gold bright- 
neth, chafte (moaketh; and under the ſame 
Flail ſtubble is cruſbed, Corn purged; Hence 
alſothe Lees ming!e nor with the Oy), though 
fre! 
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ſed rogcther ; {0 one and the ſame on-ſer 

proves, purtherh , and ſweetly meltcth the 

cod, condemuech, waſteth, rooteth out the 

bad : Hence in the ſame affliction the wicked 

bate and blaſphcme God , the Godly pray 

and praiſe: So great 1s the conſequence, not 

what things a tan ſuffercth , but of what a * Mae e. 

Spirit 1s che Suftercr ? For with the ſame mo- 2im difi- 

tion may the channel ſtink abominably , and {#4 _. 

the oyntment ſmell moſt * ſweetly : Thus he , lon ® 

with which I ſhal conclude this head : What dine paſſic- 

arc the ways of laying out this Treaſure. 1411, & 
licet ſub 

rodem to mento , non eft idem virtus & witium , nam ficut ſub uns 

ine, aurum rutilats palea fumar, & ſub cadem tribuld ſtipule comme 

nuuntsr, frimenta pr fantiiy nee ideo cum olro, amurea confinditur , 

quia eadem prelii pondere ita una eademy, vis, irruens boos probat, pu- 

rificat, elzquat ; Males damnat, vaflat, exterminit, ande in eadem 

aff ions mali Deum d2'eſtautur, atque blaſphemant ; bont autem pre- 

cantur, & laudant : tantiim intereſt, Non qualia ſed qualis qua/q, 

patiatury, Nam pari motu exaeitatum &, exhalat horribiliter c@num » 

& ſuar iter fragrat 1n711entiom-- Auguit. De, civit, Dei. (ib, x, (ap. 8 

p. [mihi] 6, 
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Reaſon: ſewing the great neceſſity of laying mp this 
heart -treaſnre, ''s 


T laſt ws come to the confirmation of 

4 X is Doctrine ; That a good treaſure in the 

Heartts : ecej[ary to good expences in the life, and 
the 

?, Ground is taken from Naturc and Rea» 

fon, which promprecth ro us; thoſe undoubred 

D maxims 
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" _ maximes, that a thing muic firlt be, before 
at Ztur ofſe it can aCt, nothingcan give what it hath no , 
Tb dat fucl as the caulc is, fuch are the eftefs : Of 
guod nos noting, nothing can be made; without a ' 
habet. Miracle of Creation, and we cannot expet 
Que's  ygbeted by Miracles, where ordinary means 
/ Cau{atals 
i f:#,.Ex; arc propoſedy and ſuppoſed to be uſed : If we 
| bilo n:hit Wiltully negle® to lay in proviſion while we 
1 fr, have a (caſ{on for it, we are guilty of ground- 
| leſs preſumption , it we conceit we can lay 
" out in a necefſiious condition: How canany 
expect liquor from the Still, mear from the 
Cupboard, garments from the Ward-rode, ' 
whore noneot theſe were laid in > What mad 
min would think to reap without ſowing, 
or teach otiers when hee hath no learning, 
himſelt > Was thcre ever a bringing forth 
without a conception 2 Is it not fond dotage 
in a Shop-keeper to think to ſell wares , that el 
hath none ? And 1s this prepoſterous 1n Na- 
turals, and can it hold in Spirituals > Foſeph 
couid not ſupply the Countrey with Corn 
without a ſtorc« A Tree cannot bring forth 
g00d {ruity except it be good : The Scripcure 
faith, Can 4 Fig*tree bear Oltve- berries, or a 
Vine Fins > And can we think men can aft 
Sraciouſly wichout a principle of Grace 2 
2+ Reaſon is drawn from the Offices of 
Chriſt, the ſccond perſon 1n the ſacred Trint- 
ty, was filled with a treaſure, that he might 
fil the Saints with a Treaſure of Grace : 1» 
Cc!.1,3.9 him are kid all the Treaſures of Wiſdome and 4 
Krowledpr, The fulneſs of th: God-head dwells 
tdilyin Ch if. And for this very end hath Hh 
God 
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God ſtored Chru., chache nuighnc (upply his 
Members, that of his fulneje wee may receive , 
and Grace for Grace , Jonn 1, 16. the plain Sim/er 
{imple ſenſe of which Text, (aiih Cairn, is $24 ge 
that, what Graces God heaps on us, ihey all 0 
flow from this Founcain,therefore are we was ;;; ;; 5; 
tered with the graces that are poured upon tias cam 
Chriſt. For oblerve ir, this is che nature of {4 dews 
Goſpel-diſpenſations z What ſpiritual good $"< <* 
thiogsthe Saints reccivec, they have them nat cond oy 
now tromGod as Creator,ſo much as chrough 1:4 c:29 
the hands of Jeſus Chriſt as the great Media» ſentiunc | 
tor of the new Covenant , he is the Channel 1# * 7- 
or Ciltern, or rather Fountain of all Grace , a 
that our ſouls expett or receive : Hee is our ;, cnt 
Aaron annointcd above his tellows, that the gras. 
Ovle of Gracc might in irs proportion tall Calv. in 
from the head ro the Membvers. Hence ir is -** 

that he is called Chrift,and we Chriſtianstrom 

this holy unCtion : For this cad was vu: Loc! 

Jeſus advanced ro be the head of the Church , 

that he might fill ic with all gracious (upplies; 

and hence 1t is, that the Church is called 5 

Body, the fnlneſs of him that filleth all 11 all, 
Eph.1.23, z, e, the efte&t of Chrilts tulucſs,who 
filleth all che Saints, in all Ordinances and 

means of conyeyance of gracious Influcaces : 

Truth of Grace is from him , grow«h and 

ſtrength of Grace are from him; b th che lea{t 

meaſure anda large treaſure are to bÞ (al 1 

him; Jeh,1o. ro. { came that they might have 

life, and that they might have it more abandautly. 

2, e, the Eflence and Abundance are both lvom 

him. S9then we (ce Chrilt is deſigned robes 

WI 2Uu, 
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eart-Treaſure. 
our Foſepb,o furniſh our ſouls with a treaſure, 
and therefore hee chat neglects ro ſtock his 
heart from this ſtore-boule doth undervaluc 
che great Office ot Chritt, and doth what hee 
can, to truſtrate Ged of his cnd in ſoulgseſups* 
ply : This is horrible ingratitude- 

3. Reaſon is drawn from the end and de- 
fign of all Providences and Ordinances: They 
are given to be kelps to promote this Heart- 
Treaſure:God puts a price into our hands that 
we may have Grace in our hearts; He gives us 
a ſummer ſcaſon to lay up for this pinching 
Winter. Naturaliſts ſay, that while the bird 
called Halcios {itteth on her neſt, there's calms» 
neſs and (erenity upon the Sea : Such Hal- 
cion-daics of tranquility, and Gofſpzl-oppor- 
tunities have we enjoyed 1n this tempeſtuous 
Sea of the world, not to feather our nclts be- 
low, much leſs rohatch the Cockarrice-eggs of 
{1:14but ro warm 2nd ripen the brood of Grace 
in our fouls, and to lay up a prectous treaſure 
for the evil daics of Oldeage, Sickneſs, or Per» 
{ccution, and ror the long day of Eternity 
When God affords a (calon, he cxpeAs things 
{ſhould be done tn that (eafon, and if man neg- 
ICE it, hIS miſery wil be oreat upon bim. The 
very: Avr loysup for Winter, and readsa 
L ecture tro mango! crood husbandry:Gathering 
in ſummer is a token of wiſdome, bur fleep- 
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Heart-Treaſure, 


Candle for them to play oy; cipecially, when 
time is ſhort, uncertainzdeath and eternity are 
ſo ncar, and of ſuch vaſt conſequence. Oh 
what a confounding queſtion will thar be one 
day ? Prov, 17. 16, Wherefore ts there a price 1 
the band of a tool to get wiſdome, ſeeing be hath n» 
heart to it ? Obſerve it, Godtakes a ſtrict ac- 
count of our helps, and of our hoard, and cx- 
pcas a due proportion. Oh what a (ad reck9- 
ning wil many make, whoſe negligence wil 
be condemncd by che diligence of bruit crea- 
tures, and Heathen Philolophers in moral ſtu- 
dies > Yca, by the light of their own Conſci- 
ENCES» 

4+ Another Reaſon is taken from our hearts 
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natural cmprineſs of 2 treaſure of g00(l: I» me gum 5ru- 
dis ene 
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({aich Paul) that 1$y 3» my fleſh, dwells no good 
thing, Rem. 7, 18. Thisbarren ſoil hath the 
more nced to be Manured; this empty houſe 
to be wel turnithed , leaſt ric heave commnue 
{l1i1] deſtitute of all ſaving 200d , ani ne foul 
depart out of this woria as peaked of faving- 
Gracc, as 1t entred : *Tis pury fo brave an 
houſe ſhould ſtand empty of Inhabirauc , 
and Furniture. Thefouls of Gods pcople are 
veilels that arerobe wel-fraugnt with rhe Li- 
quor of all ſaving-graces, that they ny bee 
ficred for, and filled with Eternal Glocy, Rom, 
9. 33, The Chriſtian isto be holiiy coverous 
of theſe riches of Glory, that ameni's may be 
made for his nacural yacuity- Ol the vaſt 
Chaos of an unregen:rate heart ! A lcngtime, 
and great pains mult goto the replcnithing of 
Ir: There's many walte corners to be filled , 
3 eycn 
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Heart-Treaſure, 


even after thefruch ot grace is planted, before 
the {oul be inlarged to a due capacity of (cr- 
vice hercey and bcayen hcreafter : The ſoul of 
a Believer, ſaith onc, is a bouſe well-built, where 
faith laies the foundation : hope helps up the walls, 
knowledge ſets open the windows , and love covers 
the roof, asd this makes aroom fit for Chrift ; 
And I add, there mult be every day a (weep- 
ing, and watching, and decking of this Houſe 
with further degrccs of grace, embelliſhing it 
with diviaec Ornaments, and furniſbing it * 
and evcry Room, I mcan every faculty, with 
a rich creature of heavenly bleſſings : ic will 
be ſome coſt and roylc to hang every room 
of the hcare with lively pictures of the diviae 
Image : for it is altogether empty of that 
winch 1s truly and fpiritually good , or may 
ve called a 7 reaſuwre : Bur thats not all z for 
5- Thetout is by nature filled wich an e- 
vil treaſure : the heart is deſperatelie wice 
ked, Jer. 17.9. evcry imagination of the 
thoughts ot mans heart 1s only and contiru- 
ally evil, Gez.6. 5. the mind, will and aftcEtt» 
ons arc ſinficd with a world of blindneſle, 
hardncfle and wildneſle : the ſoul is naturally 
propenlero evil, averſe to good , and there- 
torea treaſure of good is neceflary to prepon= 
derate and extrude this treaſure of wicked- 
nefle : to ſeaſon and (ciz2 upon the foul fer 
God. xs fin did for Satin ; the love of (od 15 
tO be ſhed abroad into thoſe veines ani Chan- 
nels oi the heart, where tin gid run wich a vio- 
lent current ; the Chriſtian is ro be circuimc:- 
(cd 1 the molt po!lured pait :; and cerratuily, 
Lis 
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Heart-Treaſure. 


tis nota lictle grace char will obltrutt the ac- 
tivemotions of fin , for though grace be of 
greatcr worthy yer its diſput ablc » Whither ir 
atrain to greater ſtrength than corruption, c- 
ven inthe hearts of the (anQifed, in this lite x 
Bur certainly z the greater meaſure of grace 
and treaſure of [andtiiying truths, the mo re 
power againſt corruption : 
of God, ( which is alio the Saitts treaſur: p 
refiſt inward luſts and Satans aflaults, Eph. 6 6, 
12,14, The Spirit is compared to wind, now 
ſome have called the winds, the becjomes o of the 
world, Bur lam ſure the (p:ric on uace with 
the fruits thereof,arc choice bect 1 
the filth of fin out of the ſoul , and allo to a- 
dorn it with divine Jewe's, and afhiit it with 
notable Antidotes againſt corruption,theſe are 2 veep 


the whole Armor 


{Sg ro{lweep 


42S Water to waſh the hcare from fil:hincle : 


the (mallcſt mealure belps againſt f{1n, bur the 
more grace, the leſs (in inthe heart ; grace is infer 
a principle of lite and oppolerh dead works, Va pours, 


which otherwiſe will lcade the foul ro tc 


chambers ot death : ther, fore this treaſure 
of abſolute necefſity , an! the ſame 
ſay ofthe word, which beg 
helps againſt f19 in the lite, 


mvohe wo 
hid 6 as Cal, 


6, Another reaſon is taken from the mbred 


motions of humane nat! 
(cek after a treakire, it 1s the |: 
queſt of all rational creatures, who wit! 


us any good, any thing ro make 2 


off ? Man hath a capaci.us {oul.an a 


laborious ſpirit z the whole world 


morſel bis enough for his rapacious {wa -* 
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Heart-Treaſure, 


low : our covetons deſi/es, (aith ol E, are 4 /o:p 
ſentence without a period : FF Ice things arc ary | [ars 
meat to an hungry {ou},they fooner glut than | 4, 
fill : nay, they pur on this bulic Bee i cobuzze | 


() |} 

avyuurt one Flower after anvehcr, mi] it hath a 

weuicditleclt in vain, and fit down 1o utter [1-2 

dcfpair ol comftorc and atisfaction . only 1 TI the 

iccelſt inthe God oi Heaven, and the image arc 

of the God of Heaven make up allde! (es 3 wa 

Yce PJalm 73.253 26. A Cliiſt alone to juſt;- ty 

i} hic, and a Chrilt within to ſanfiftie, make we 
Col,r.2 9, the ſoul compleat| happy ; for Chrilt within lea 

i Pl, l-3-3> is the ho: e of gry : a glorified and a gracious yet 
Col, 211. Redecm:r, 1 is the Chriſtians onely treaſure , beſ 

| his all inall ; Ged hath furaiſbr man with an ou! 
immortal ſoul , learnt ng may widen i irc, bur An 
orace fills it : * thing cl le will reach its large Wo 

Homo eſt Jjmenſions: Man is 2 Li: tlc wot id himſelt,nay no 

roy 8 bigger an better than this greater, by Chriſts wh 

rome, & Own verdict, who is truch it ſelf; the ſoul ir to 
abirenare ſelf is better than the world, and it mult have Vi 

wind: tas (omothiong burr: cn than-it {cit tobe a treaſure 04 

bell: for its Plit, ſophy (cek ; Criſtianity ſhews, (ut 

May 16 the ſound Pelicycr onely _ true happi- T7 

Is wack. 43. netic, WIC: 1 the wile Me rchant fetched out of lig 
41245249, the ictd Gi the t Ol pc} z ii tothe Cabi nct of his ; C 
O\ wh batt, 21 

7+. \hatſcever men have or love, they de» al 

fire a treaſure thereot, no man bur would ſ} 

have a| [arge treal ure of a precious Commos» tt 

dity,h: tharbach Gol | and Sliver would heap T 

1; up roatreaſur e + hethar hath wiſdom and t| 

| learning would {til have moze : Men join Þ- & 


hovſ: tc hone, 22d fictd ro ficid ro procure 
| for 
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Heart-Treaſure. 


14 {or themſelves and hcires, a fair demain, a 
y largceſtaice. How many rich men are till 
mn | a, cagcr for more, as it they had not enongh 
z22 \ ro puuchaſe a meals mear? yer theſe ſeck tor 
i carth, as it abundance thereot would purchaſe 
cr h1-aven ; like the Partridge, they fc cloſe on 
do theſe eggs, though they hatch them not , nor Jer.17.11. 
JC arc ever likely ro bring them to their defired 4,,; /acr6 
& macurity ; Oh the unballowed thirſt afrer fil- fames, 
” thy lucre ! Many think to fall their fouls with 
KC wealth, whereas they cannor fall one of che 
In leaſt members of their body : the cyec which Eccle.1 $, 
US yet a Nut-ſhel will cover 3 the world at the 
_ beſt is like Paſotes Banquet , which when the 
ul oueſts begun to cat, vaniſhr 1nto nothing : 
UT And ſhall ſo many men ct their cyes (C and 
4 hearcs too.) on that which is not > And ſhall Pro: 23:5, 
Ly not Gods children make a treaſure cf thar 
ts which is enduring ſubſtance ? Shall mcn think 
C to make a treaſure of coales, and chafte, and 
VC empty ſhadows ? and ſhall not che Chriſtian 
re oather ſtore of Pearls and Jewels tor his trea- 
Sy ſurc ? Shall the children of the world be more 
1 wile and wary for carth, than the children of 
of light for Heaven ? God forbid. Surely the 
Is Chriſtian hath as great reaſon tc heap up as 
" any; theſe commodities are more rare , rich 
Co and neceſſary than any other , and why then 
Id ſhould they not get an hearr-treaſure? For in 
Js theſe reaſons I would both convince the judge 
p ment, and perſwade the affeQtions ; theſe are 
d the chief motives I have : for I would ſpend 


n - mnoſttime in DireQtion. 
8, This, and onely this doth difcriminare 
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Aeart-Treaſure. 


betwixt perſons and perſons : my meaning is, 


this heart*treaſure puts a difference bet wixt | | 
Saints and Sinners , betwixt weak and ſtrong | ** 
Chriſtians: as the treaſure inthe heart is, -lo (| © 
is the Profcſlors tare, as Salomer laith in ano. © 
ther caſey Pro.23.7. As be thinketh in bus heart, | P 
fo is he ; not as he ſpeaks with his lips : For Sl 
maliſts will ſpeak God as fair as aoy, they - 
honour him with their lips , and flatter him ri 
with falſc and tawning faſhions, as though he 
were an Idol ; But the hearteſcarching God is q 
nor pleaſed, except the heart be upright with 
bim, icis the upright in whom he delights : Ye 
nor is a perſon as he acts with his hands, or HF: 
walks wich his fect, 1n many paflages of his Bo 
life; A man may with Aba waik ſoftly : | - 
with Herod do many things : with $:m:0% Ma- thi 
gw make large proteſſions of faich : yea, its 6 
poſſible a man may ſuftcr many troubles,and IR 
even death ir (elt ina good cauſe, yct, except (ei 
he have a hearc treaſured with grace, he is re- - 
jetted, and may £0 to hell ar lalt : God judg- > 
cthof the frizits by.the Root, though men , = 
judge of the Root by the fruits: a heart after 4, 
his own heart is better than the rongue of men | 6 
and Angels: the diſtinCtion of perſons, is in NE 
reſpect of infide principles and workings : bly 
2 good man may ſometimes do an evil work, "He 
and a bad man may do a good work, bur er 
bow are their hearts? the belt conferences or ! wy 
performances are not curranr coyn with the fied 
God of heaven, cxcept thcy ifluc our of rhe {1 
mint of anheart where Gods Image is ſtamprs * |; 


a little good is accounted mugh when therc's 
a 


| 


AearteTreaſure, 43 


B'* | a treaſure within, much ſeeming good is 

NG | lookt on as nothing when theres no treaſure - 

NZ ' this alſo puts the difference berwixt a ſtrong 

"lo | 4nd weakChriſtian : ler their gifts and out- 

N0- ' ward (ſcemings be what they will , yet the * £! Pewn 
at,  greateror lefler degree of real grace diſtine 7/9 7: 
or- @guiſhech heir attainments ; and accordingly 4;cimus 


— <—_—_—_—_ 


Cy. theſe meaſures have different influences upon divitem, 
N * their lives, dutics, comforts, or preparedueſle 7 tamer 

he tor death. "var 

+4 9. This treaſure doth aſſimilate the ſoul ory 

wn to God : the grcat Jehovah is the onely dicnur 

CS * ſelf-exiſtent and felf-ſufhcient good ; He Pauperes 

ri is the abſolute, compleat , and independent Pctaie cau 

nN'S Being, anf nceds no acceſſionot Creatures ne pag 


y * + orcreated Powers to make him happy: no» &vires þ 
"ul thing can adde to, or detract from his in- ſapiences: 
as" finite and incomprehentible bleſlednefſe : He Aug. de 


nd iSa treaſure of all * good, in and to him- **P4 
pt felt; and needs neither Gold nor Silyer to . 
C- make him rich : parallel to this in ſome yaw 
g- proportion is the Saints {weet and ſecret Satratus 
_ lcart-treaſure, and (olitary receſſes : The  9%n- 
Cr _ Chriſtian isa liule world, and is purely in- 4,1 
on dependent upon the ctcature ro make him un; avs, 
In happy «© he can through grace live comforta- pay, 
53 + bly withourthe world, though nor without, /*Ptcm, 
K, . bur upon God : yea God is ſo muchin him,as 99% 7: 
ur 4 wellasroh'my that he can live comfortably 11,4". 
ua when o;hcr things arc dead.a good man tsſatis- ns: 1x c, 
_ fied from hiw(elj,Provarg.14- te, he ſhall have What he 
W , fihcicnt content from his own conſcience : bach wirh- 
t* tn: 00010 Word there fora backeſlider,be- 2,22 26 
'$ 129 ft led with his wayes of fin and gui! and av 
one erate SH, an witnclles, 
a a or many, 
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Heart-Treaſure. 


a gracious {oules (atisfation trom the {weet 
re{ult of his owa heart, to ſhew that a mans 
own conſcience, is either his hcaven or 
hcll, his greateſt comforter of tormean- 
tor + the World cannot alter the joy or 
ſadneſfſe of the heart: a through-paced well. 
tryed Childe of God, hath his rejoycing in 
himſclt alone, and not 11 another, Galat, 
6-4. *Tis a pedling bcgoarly life to wan» 
der abroad for moitcis, bur thats a noble 
kind of living> when a man hath all wi:hin 
doores, aild necds not creature: {Cry COns 
ac {ig : I ſpzak not of the fancied Fa» 
miliſtical dethcarion, which isnothins :efle 
then blaſphemic., but certainly che found 


Chriſtian in a ſound fenic bcarcs Lome re- 


ſemblance of the Divinitic in this [| &v- 
T&oxcax | (elf-ſufficiency; and the more 
reaſure, the more like God; for ſuch a ſoul 
is elevated aboyec the creature, and fixed in 
an higher Orb, whither ſtormes and tems 
pelts cannot reach ; : nay, a {oul whoſe con- 
verſation iS 11 —wny hath no dependance 
upon, nor intclligence with the creature, in 
oder oF) © mp cating 1:s telicity : no more 
£120 £12 SUN need) the gliimmering light of 
the Stars to make day : who then would not 
have this ircalure ? I might alſo add hercin, 
the Chriſtians reſemblance ro the infinite Jc- 
hovah, becauſc he hath a principle of motion 
withia bimſelt , and not from without, for 


as God 1sa free agent , yca a pure aQ(oina , 


ſcnſe arertheSaints ating from an inward prin- 
ciple : hence thoſe Scripture- 
mans 
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Heart-Treaſure, 


mans Spirit, making him willing', and the 
heart (miting a man or wicneſſing for him, or 
with him : And inthe exerciſc of Repentauce, 
"tis ſaid of Lot, he vexed his righteous Soul; Of 
put himſelf upon the Rack. Wicked men arc 
dead, but Grace is a principle of life , and re» 
ſembles the Authour of it; For that which 35 
born of the Spirit, is Spirit ; Johy 3. 6, The de- 
caycd liberty of the will is in part. by Grace 
reſtored ; and fo far as the ſoul is Spiritual , 
the ſoul of a Saint is a fame of fire aſcending 
to, and aCting for God, and the greater rrea-= 
ſure of this a man hath in his breaſt, rhe liker 
he is ro God, 
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T he laſt reaſon,ſhewing the advantages of this treas 
ſure, 


Hetenth Argument to evince the neceſ- 

fity of this Heart-Treaſure, is drawn 
from the profir and advantage in having it, 
and that principally in facilitating the hardeſt 
dutics of Religion, and furniſhing the Soul for 
every good work : And here I ſhal keepcloſe 
ro the Treaſure of holy Thoughts, fed with 
thoſe four ſtreams, of T ruchs, Graces, Com- 
forts, Experiences not only a ſaving princi- 
ple, but ſuch a meaſuge thereof, as wil make 
up a Treaſure. 
Now the frame of a treaſured foul for duty, 
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Heart-Treaſure, 


T's Ready, 

2. Real. 

3e Uniforme, 
4, Perpetual, 


like a wel-ſtored Houſcekeeper , you cannot 
take him unprovided; a wel-accompliſh'd 
Schollar that's never #0»-pluſt; and a watch- 
ful Souldier, that's alwaics fit for ſervice 3 The 
Chriſtian hath prepared materials to build the 
houſc, and wants nothing bur its ſetting up 
in aftual performance ; Yea, the houle is 
built and furniſh'd in ſome degree for the cn» 
tertaining of this Royal Gueſt; Let my Beloved 
come into his Garden, and cat his pleaſant fruits, 
Cant. 4, 16. The bow 1s ſtringed, the heart 
fixcd, the fire glowing in the Cinders upon 
the Hearth, and one blaſt of the Spirits 
breathing heightens ic to a flame : Yer {up* 
pole the heart be not in afual readinels, yet 
habits are ſooner educed into att, than new 
habirs infuſed , and this che fooliſh Virgins 
knew by ſad cxpericnce, 

Bur obſerye ir, the more of this treaſure, 
and the more readinels ; the reaſon why we 
arenot ſo free to Prayer,Conference, Medita- 
tion, is becauſe wee arc not ſo filled with 
Grace; otherwiſe, gracious atts would flow 
from us, as naturally, as ſtreams from the 
Spring ; had wea treaſure, we ſhould never 
want (uicable matter, and lively afteCtions , 
we ſhould not need to force our {elves to offer 
Sacrifice, as Sal in anorher re{peE&, nor with 


main-ſtrength ro binde the Sacrifice ro the 


horns 


1, A treaſured heart is ready for Duty ; \ 
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HearteTreaſure. 47. 
horns of the Altar, bur we ſhould come off 
freely, chearfully, delighting in Gods waies as 
in our proper clement, and running with 
iolarged hearts; The glorious Angels, and 
glorified Spirits of che Juſt made perteR, haye 
a perte& treaſure of divine pertections, and 
are therefore ready preſt to do Gods Will, 
Now we pray that Gods wil may be done on 
earch, as its done in Heaven, and that wil ne- 
yer be , withour this living treaſure, But Oh 
how quickly ſhal we hear, a command , and 
how (wittly ſhal we obey; it we have a trea- 
ſure > A good foul is like the Centurion's 
Servant, half a word wil make him run, When 
God ſaid to David, Seek my face ; his heart _ | 
quickly ecchoed, Thy face Lord, will ſeek; his © 27-3: 
warrant carried the force of an Argument : 
He needs no per{wading when he knows his 
Maſters plcalure, This 1s one choice adyan- 
tage of having a treaſure. 

2, A Treaſured ſoul is real and (crious, 
not complcmental and forced ; 1ſrae! of old 
made Covecuants and ſcemed yery religious, 
and God himſelt atteſted that they had wel ,,... 
{aid , but wiſheth: O that there were ſuch an ,z .g 
heart in them—.! We have a ſtrange paſlage 
in Fer, 5.2. Though they ſay, the Lord liveth., 
ſurely they ſwear falſly; Why > Is not thata 
rruth ? Yes, a great truth, God alone is the 
Living God, but that they ſay (o, yet their 
hearc gives the lye to their Lips; they fay ir 
with a deceitful heart, and that they may de- 
ceive, though it be a truth 1n ic ſelf, yer they 
tpeak it nortas a truth, wanting an heart ro 
allcre 
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Heart-Treaſure, 
aſſctt the ſame : *Tis but a fond and frolick o- 
ſtencation, to invice a friend to dinner, when 
noching is prepared : I's a mocking of God 
to bring Cain's Sacrifice, a body without an 
heart, a carkaſſe without Spirit , 1:'s as ita 
Jewhad brought the skin ofa beaſt tor Sacrts 
fice and no more : Bur where the treaſure is 
in the Heart, there the cflentials of the Service 
are made up, the work is filled up, or com- 
pleat befere God, Rev. 3. 2, 1. 1t 1s not 
lame or defeCtive in any conſiderable conſti- 
tutive part thereof ; *Tis ſuch as may bee 
truely called a real good work. This is the 
chief thing that God expeAs; and it a good 
Heart be wanting, the Work 15 as undone 
ſtill - But a fincere Chriſtian findes his pray + 
er in his Heart, which hce utters with his 
Lips, 2 Sam. 7.297. Thy Servant hath found in 
hes heart to pray this Prayer — He found it not 
onely in his Book, but in his Heart; he ferch- 
cth his Prayer from a Treaſure : Such aman 
wil pray a prayer, ( as David herc) and not 
onely ſay a prayer, that findes it in his Heart; 
What cares God for a little Lip-labour : 'Hee 
may (ay, #ho required theſe things at your hanas? 
Did I not require them of your hearts? A moct- 


Peaſt or Faſt will not content me ; | ſhall not be pmt | 


eff with an empty (hew ; 1 will have your hzartsy 
or xothing ; and I muſt hav? a Tryea(ure tn your 


hearts, or alt you bring s worth nothing, "The | 


truth is God takes principal notice of the 
hcart, and obſerves how that (tands aftected : 
[t Idols beſet up in the hearc. God takes no 
aotice of a peoples prayers ; Thierelore Nat 
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had need look to the frame of the kc: art 
| 3. An heart-rreaſure makes the Chriitian 
| uniform and uniyerlal in the duries of Reli- 


tan ! gion, he takes a Chriſtian-courle as ir lyes, 

ita ) carrics0a Religion bc force him without hal:- 

ctrl» jog or halving, he praftiſcth all rightcoutncls 
rels ; atalltimes, There's a {weet harmony and 
vice + t Synimerrie in a Saints p&rtiorm ance of 
om- MN duty. Sonic can frame to ſom? calier du» 

not ; ties, not to more difficulc , but the treaſured 
aſti- ſoul can frame to any thins which God it mHTAy- 
bee the word hath made his duty , and hence it apart 
the _ is that he is compleat in all the will of God, : FcwTt 
ood * Col,4.12. the Law of God in hisheart car» 82\yuart 
lone ries anaſpectt rd every part of 111i; \Gl t1 the et 
rays * written Word ; Graces and Dutics arc com 
| his * cordant oneto another, like a c:mpa uy of 
wdin horles in Pharaths Cha rior LCF Cheeks are 

not comely with royys of jewels, thor necks wit! 
tch- chaines of gold, Song. x,9,10. 1.6, tac {ou,c 
man handſomly adorned with a come:v ram of 
| not + graces and quties : yea, fucha foul wil at all 
art; timesact hke ic (clt , fo that ONe part ©f * 
Hee life wil not crol le anv:her,as a Liars tails, and 
mas? , hypocrites cartiage do; hee doth nor terve 
zock - God by fs and ſtars, 11 | FO d moods and 
2 put , motions, {lo as tobe ofl and on in Re ligiM, pris 0, 
arts; buthehath aconltant. (cried {pirit, ( witch pry 
your David prayes Or, and tne Tran{]iiors cail a 7193 
The | right Spirit, and truly fo it is) diſpoſed for $9:7tus 
the * Goll. fitted for duty, bringingtorth goo.l truir 77. 
ted: © indue ſeaſon : like a conitam good Houſe» {oil 
Sno Keeper, that 15 never fo (il !{n'y 'UICpr1z d- 

we but can make aprudent ſhiic £5 crea is iter d 


r. : 


Jer. 3,36. 
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according to his degree : the truth is » man in j 
his fallen eſtate is uncertainzintricate and mul. | 1 
tiform in all his wates, you cannot tell where | t 
ro finde him , gadding about ro change his 4 
way; but being renewed , he is in part redu- ' | 
ccd to that original refitude, fimplicity, and ' |: 
ſtability of (pigit and practice, that was in 4- 
dam, inlome proportion; {o that according to "1 
the degree of grace received, he hath a con» © 
ſtant uniform frame and tenor of ſpirit, and 
holds one ſtrajght,direR&, and even courle to ©! 
wafdshcaycn : in all this ſuitable ro the mo- 
tion of the wheels inthe Prophet Ezekzels Vi 
ſion, Chgg,1, 17. when they went, they went 
upon th&f four ſides | there's their {quarenels 
and (uitableneſic to al! Gods wil ] and they 
returned not when they went, | there's their 
conſtant , permaneve , and un-repentant 
morion }] : that wil lead us to the next Head; 
onely conlider,what an excellency and beau» 
ty there is in uniformity in religious duries: 
when works of Nature or Art are unitorme, 
whar luſtre haye they > We are much taken 
with a Building that's compact and propot* 
tionable. A Garden drawn exa&ly, an Ar 
my marſhalled in compleat ranks and po 
ſtures are comecly fights ; juſt (uch are the 
fruits of holineſs,proceedins from a wel-trez 
ſured Heart; and indeed, without this Tre! 
ſure there can be no {uch harmony in holy: 
performances, bur the attings wil be like the 
legs of the lame, very unequal : That's the 
third, 

4. A treaſure makes holy duties confi fol 
a 


fror 


an in | 
mul- 
yhere 
C tus | 
redu- 
7, and 
in A- 
1Ng to 
| CON» 
» and 
r(e to- 
e m0- 
els Vi 
y Welt 
renels 
{ they 
s their 
entant 
Head; 
| beat» 
Jurics: 
forme, 
taken 
ropote 
1n Ar 
ad por 
1re the 
>]-trev 
$5 Trex! 


10 holy 


like the 
at's tht 


onſtant 
a 


Heart-Treaſure, 


and perpetual,though chere may be ſome tem» 
porary incermiſſtions, yet never a total cet{a- 
tion in as of Religion ; #:ll ax Hypocrite pray 
alwaies Job 27. 10. no verily : the water ri- 
ſerh no higher than the Spring, and waters 
fatl that have no Spring , like Jobs Snows= 
watcrs, Which whcn 1t waxce:hwarm , va- 
niſhcth away : bur a little brook ſupply- 
ed with a conſtant ſpring , holds out in 
Wiater and Summer : juſt ſuch is the differ- 
ences berwixt the pertormances of a treaſured 
and treaſurelef(s heart? I wo men pertorm du- 
ties}the one from gifts ,the other from Grace 
the former in time withers, the latrer daily en 
crealeth, The King of France ſhewed Spaines 
Amballador his rich Treaſures,the Ambaſſa- 
dor looks under the T reaſure-Cheſts, ſaying, 
Have theſe a Spring ? my maſters treaſures have, 
meaning both the {xdzes:juſt ſo'ris hereglet na* 
tural mens attainments be never ſo excellent, 
You may come to [ce an end of all their pcr= 
fecticns , their eye of Knowledge may be 
darkened, and their atm of natural and ac- 
quired abilities clean dryed up: tor, how can 
a Wcll be alwaics giying out water that: re- 
ceives nonc? How can a Roſe keep freſh with- 
our a Root ? Bur rhey that are planted in che 
houſe of the Lord, ſhall flouriſh in the Courts of 
our God; yeagthey ſhall bring forth fruit in old 
age, Pſalm 92. 13, 14. For a lively prin- 
ciple, is the ſeed of God that will never dye, 
and this ſpring of grace is ted with ſupplics 
from the fulnctle of Jeſus Chriſt , who is the 
fountain of Gardens;and Well of living Was 
I IcI3 5 
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ters ; hence he ſaith, Jobs 7. 38. He that be. | 


lieveth in me —out of his belly ſhall flow Rivers of 


peipernitas living Water ,1,Cel1C {bal have a perperualſupply 
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of grace, and ſhall ſend forth conftant cmana- 
tons of gracious aCis: A wel-tarniſht Chriſtian 
fal never be drawn dry, his Savionr and trea- 
ſurc ever live. and becauſe Chriſt lives , the 
Saints and their graces ſhal live for ever; 
friends , what would you givc in theſe back- 
flidingtimcs to hold out to the end that you 
may not make ſhip-wrack ot Faith and a 
o00d Conſcicnce. Behold, 1 ſhew mnto yeu ar 
excellent way , cap one grace upon another 
til yo poſleſs a Treaſure; tye a chain ot thele 
Pearls together, and lay them up in the Clo- 
{ct of your hearts, and you'l never be ſpirit 
twally impoveriſhed; be holily covctous after 
all graces that arc attainable : Add to your faith 
vertue, to vertue knowledge, temperance, pati- 
exce, godlineſſe, brotherly-lundneſſe, charity, tot 
it you have thclc, you'l not be barren or un- 
fruitful in good dutics; and it you do good 
durtics according to that treaſure, you ſhal ne- 
ver fall ; Sce 2 Pet, 1.5, to verſ.nr, Thi 
are achain that ink the ſoul ro God, and reach 
as high as Heaven : Burt do not think you 
can cndureto the end without a Treaſure, fr 
ke that hath not yoot in bumſelf , dureth* but 4 
while 3 no wonder it many drop off like leave 
1a A#tum, they have not any thing to bea 
them our, they ſpend upon themſelves, as tht 
Spider which {pins her webs out of her ow! 
bowels, but they are (wept away as theSpideb 
web: Bur the gracious ſoul hath no leſs than a! 
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infinite Ged to ſupply the treaſures of orace « 
ſo that let a Chriſtian tall off ro many 24s of 
ſin, careleſncfle in Dutic, and a couric of 
looſencfle, yer this Trealurc wil work him 
off : as a Spring clcars ir felt from guid 
it time, ſo hc ſhal be reduced to Got ; there 
is ſomething in the heart of a back- ſliding 
Saint that makes him reſtlefle it: rhar e- 
[tate, and moving towards the Center ; Da- 
vid laith, I have gone aſtray !the a {off ſheep, 
| there's his acknowledgement | Seek thy ſer» 
van; | there's his requelt, | for / do nor forger 
thy Commandements | there's the argum cnt 16 
inforce it | 9. d. therceis ya fomething in 
my heart that owns thee, though I be tal- 
len far, yet nor ſo far but chat 1 am (till 
reachins atter thee, and Þ am not tallen bee 
low thy reach : the truth 1s, a Childe of 
God hath more hold-faſt ot Gd in his 
lowcſt cbbs than another ſinner hath ; as 
the Spinſter leaveth a lock ot wool to draw 
on the next threed, fo there is tomerhins 
lefr in the heart, the {ved of God that al- 
ccnds Heayen-w..rds : thourh a Sai be in 
a very dead frame, yet hc 1s not ewice dead, 
as wicked men are : there 1s vet the root of 
the mattcr in the heart, that by the lent cf 
watcr ( the heavenly dew of divine Grace ) 
wil {prout again, and bring forch fruit : I 
diſpute not how far mcn may tal, and whe- 
ther a truce Saint may not. be brought back to 
the bare habits of grace as they were ar ti: (i 
infutcd, and loſe deorecs of grace obcained : 
Burt ſure I am Chriſt prayed for Peter, (an! 
s 4 [0 


&4 Heart.T reaſure, 


Vid.S»f. {9 for all Believers ) that his faith ſh2uld na 
Brie. de fail, Luke 22.32. and God alwaics hcarcth 
tic. theſ..6. him : therctore our Divines have determi- 
p.189g. ned, That the ſeed of Regeneration, with thoſe 
In Sanfio- fundamental giftez without which ſpiriinal life | 
= "ng rannot conſiſt, are kept ſafe and intire : for the 
anne. ſame Holy Ghoſt he infuſed that [eedof Grace, 
dam vir- bath imprinted in 1t an ixcorruptible vertne, and 
eutes [en- perpetually cheriiheth and maintaineth it : Mar . 
Jon. mant yes better part {hall not be taken away. This 


ttt 
—_— fear i 11 the hcarr, Keeps rt chem from depart- 
quaſdam ing from G: d, "Ta 3 2+ 40, They have | cou» 


reeeſſurus Sextiow 5 m propoſito, & perſeverantian i in opere 
_ conſtancic in their hearts, and perſeycrance 
I 
5. 1n their hands, Holy reſolutions produce + 


recedit, in 
his vixtu. ſucceſsful performances : and thus doth the « 


tibus, ſue ercaſured Chriſtian hold On in a Chriſtian , 


quibus ad courſe, ti] rheſc (maller meaſures of grace 
witam 9% on inthe vaſt Occan of Glory : Thus much 
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Ow for a more clo le applicatl nof this 
ro Our oWn ſoules: is itfo, that a good 
treaſure in the heart, 1s neceflary to gocd CX- 
pences inthe lite? then 
1. It fands us all in hand to try our (elves 
and Gig in tO Our OWN hearts to ſec it we can 
fide ati calurcthere, both in reſpeCt of fin- 
cert 
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cerity and degree ot grace: Know it, You 
are beggarly foules unlefle you have truth of 
grace; graceleſſc foules are the onely trea« 
lurelcile ſoules, and I tear there is more than 
a good many, that could never experimens 
rally diſtinguiſh berwixt Nature and Grace, 
and therefore are encreafing guilt, and geaſu- 
ring up wrath : O Chriſtians 1! See whither 
you have the true Riches , try what profici- 
ency you have made to grace, and in grace; 
you haye long had a day of grace, and you 
muſt be. accounrable for all opportunities. 
Cheat not your (elyes.with Counters inſtead 
of Gold ; Briftol-ſtones may make as fair a 
ſhew as Pearls ; true grace isa rate and rich 
Commodity. Thouſands conceit to thems 
ſelves a treaſure, that are empty; Proud, con- 


+ ccited Profeſſors are apt to boalt of their at- 
. tainments, whileſt ſome (clt-denying humbie 


ſoules, arc apt to bear falſe-witncfle againſt 
them(elves, by denying what they have : $4- 
lomon (aith, There «© that maketh himſelf rich, 
Jet bath nothing, there is that maketh himſelf poor, 
Jet hath great riches, Prov. 13: 7. Sounding 
Veſlels are often empty, and ftil-running 
watcrs are uſually deep : Vapouring Trade(- 
men jingle their money in their hands,whileſt 
ſober Chapmen keep it in their Cheſts: You 
ſhal finde more of a Merchants goods in his 
Ware-houſe, than in his Shop-window, So 


. It is with a ſober, ſerious and judicious Chri- 


ſtian : his glory and treaſure is moſt within, 
whileſt yain-glorious Mountebanks in Reli- 
gion ſet all upon the Stage. I intreart you 
FE 4 read 
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read thoſe Books,that lay down marks of true 
grace, hcar a'1d attend _ molt heart-ſcarch- 
ing Miniſtry, rake mucl2 pains in acicending 
frequently into your own hearts, and the God 
of Heaven make you icrious in a through 
(carch}. 

Mae particularly, that 1 may help you in 
a diſcovery whether you have laid up a trea- 
{ure of holy thoughts ; lowing from truths, 
oracts comforts, EXPcriences, Ask,  beſeech 
i 0.1 your own hearts theſe four queſtions, 

1. how came you by it ; > 

2. How do you value it > 
3, How db you ule 1t ? 

4. How do you increaſe It ? 

I. Let me ask you, and Av you asx your 
{-lves it you pretend to ſuch a tre. fu'c, how 
you came by it? Mcnuſuaily know how they 
get a treal{urc, the hand of the 
k« U1 rich. Prove 10: 4, 1.6. thc blcthog of the 
Lord pO: | MLgGent endeavours, verf,22, Met 
that woinld be rich p:y the oares, run to ma 
weryy and taires, travel fiom City to Pty (0 
puy ad {cl and get gain, rucy travel by Sa 
aig by Land, compaſſin? the \vorid to pyol- 
iclsa (ma! rortionot it : Why now, what do 
you in (pirizaals? Where ate your tOUgat- 
ful carcs and painful hands > though 1zbour 
W1; NOT get >is reaſure (is atreegitt) ver 
it Witl not be had wwhout labour. Gods Or- 
dinance muſt be honoured ; *cis the 1nmmuta- 
ble decree of Heaven firce wie tall: I the 


0 [wear of thy face (halt thou ext thy bread , yea 
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bour—— for that meat which endureth to everla- 
ſting life, which the Son of Alan (hall give #nto 
you: mark It, Mans endcavoi rSare very CON» 
Ghent with Gods free-graces and Cliilts icar 
purchaſe, God will be found 1 his own way, 
dls ordin: uy CONVEYS the firkt graces in and 
by his ewn in{titutions, but {e; dome (hail a 
ſoul grow up to a treafure withour a Torg tra- 
ding in the royal exchange of holy durics, 
and diligence hath the promiſe of increale, 
Mark 4. 24+ — And unto you that hear,(hall more 
be given: Weil lirs, bath the care of your 
hearts put labour 1to your hands, and tra- 
vcl into your fcer, to repair to the Markets 
and Faires of pubiick, privatc and lecret per- 
tormances, to get a (olid treaſure ? have you 
both digeed and begged for it? where is your 
(wear and ageny ? hath Jcſus Chriſt (wear 
b10d to fit you for Heaven, and havenort you 
o0nc through a bloody [wear to ger intereſt 
in him ? and poſſciſion of his grace ? Oh the 
pangs of con{cience, and fad pantings of a 
cominced finner £o obtain a portfon in theſe 


: 07 Pro- 
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rovic {0 hard for his days wages as an humbled 4 
< Pur Chald. 


{oul to be $1/ed wich Clriſt za treafureot mo- fe, 
ney is 90t v.itniweantard llocd 3 opto beob- 1;:, 94:4 
tained of almcs wiih weary ſteps, and loud +: cine of 
crics : but it thou bccti rooadle todigy and too [#0 
proud to beg, mon art without a treaſure, 
anc] mailt pinc away 1:1 everlaſting poverty, * 

2. HOW.0.7 you value this treaſure ? Where 

the trealnre i:y there willthe heart be alſo, Mat, 

6. 21, { he thoughts, cares, aftcctions will 


CCNTCT 
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center- upon a Mans trealuire, for he accounts 


&8 


all his other poſleflions ; no Man would wil- 

lingly part with his trealure, As Nabeth did 

MM tenaciouſly adhere to his hzreditary poſſeſh- 
Phil, 2. ve on: the wiſe Mercl;ant parts with all to pure 
oy chaſe this: Pa»! accounted his gain to be no 
better than loſs for Chriſt, nay it ſtunk like 

dung and Dogſ-meat in compariſon of his 

{wect and ſatisfying Saviour : all the World 

is a Chriſtians prejudice, when it obſtruCts or 

obſcures the grace of Chriſt : Is it thus with 

your {ſouls > do you account your ſpiritual 

portion 'your only riches? rhe truth 1s, the 

riches of the ſoul, and the riches in the ſoul, 

Meretrici- are the very ſoul of ricies: 1 contels that's a 
weef amor, Meretricious love, that prizeth receits trom 
plus anznu- Chriſt more than the Perſon of Chriſt! bur 
Bm, quam here I underſtand Jclus Chrilt to be the mar» 
-—W * row and treaſure of this treaſure, and all theſe 
" as inſuring evidences of intereſt in him: for 

all that the (oul hath is wrapr up in him, well 

thenglet me poſe the moſt dark and doubting 

(it ancere) Chriltian, what ſaiſt thou, poor 

ſoul, wouldſt thou quir thy ſhare ia Chriſt 

and (piritual creaſures,for'a Crown and King- 

dome? would(t chpu not an{wer,no > wouldlt 

thou caſt away thy trembling hopes of acce- 

Ptaiice wich God, to be delivered fromthe 1+ 

tamy, poverty and perſecution that attends 

the powerful proftcſion of Chriſtianicy, that 

rhou mailt live in honour, pleaſure, & world- 

ly delights > ſurely thou wouldeſt an{wer,no: 
wouldcſt thou change thy preſent, low,atfict- 

CC) 
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Heart-Treaſure. 


ed, and conflicting ſtate with thy former car- 
11a] but confident condition, or with the pom- 
pous, proſperous ſtate of gracelels ſinners ? 
| dare (ay thou wilt anſwer, negatively ; yer 
again, arc thou not willing to part with thy 
dearelt boſome-lnſt, and earthly enjoyment, 
for a true immortal treaſure in Heayen,and in 
thy heart? I am confident an upright hearr 


'will anſwer, yes: And it I miſtake not, this 


(if not only,yet chiefly this) isthe very part- 
ing point betwixta ſound Chriſtian,anda rot- 
ten-hcarted hypocrite, the one choofeth May- 
tha's many things, the other 4ary's one thing 
ncedful : this is indeed a diſcriminating note, 
for a gracious foul will cry out, none bur 
Chriſt, none but Chriſt, give me Chriſt, or 
clſe I die, give me Chriſt, and I ſhall live: 
Chriſt is my life, my crown, my joy, my all, 
it I may have him I have enough, without 
him I have nothing : when one asked Alex- 
a:der where his treaſure was, he anſwered, 
where Hepheſtion my faithful friend is, juſt ſo 
wil a good ſoul ſay : Chrift is the chiefeft of ten 
thosſards, I prize him above my life, who lo- 
ved mc unto the death; 1 account that of 
orcat value that doth evidence my intereſt in 
him : As the Mari-gold opens to the Sun in 
the Firmament, ſo doth the hearr of a ſincere 
Chriſtian to che Sunbf Righteouſneſs ; take 
an inſtance of Moſes, who choſe the bittereſt 
Cup of atflition, rather than the ſugared cup 
of ſenſual pleaſures, that he might enjoy Je- 
ſus Chriſt : ſce Heb. 11. 25, 26. Obſerve the 
ſtrange diſparity that appearcs to carnal rea- 
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ſon in that choice : on the one fide there was 
{uffering» on the other injoying, atfiction on 
the one hand, pleaſures on the other, the de- 
{piſed people of God were companions on 
onclide, ruffling Gallants in Pharaoh's Court 
on the other, yec on the one {ide it was for a 
{caſon, on the other but tor a {caſon, and thar 
But, caſt the (cales in his choice : thoſe were 
pleaſures, but treaſures may prevail; clic lalt 


Mar.4.8,9, Yet not the leaſt of Satans allaults of Chriſt, 


no, good Moſes eſteemed the reproach of 
Chriſt ercater riches than the treaſures of eA- 
£ypt: the worſt of Chriſt is better than the beſt 
ot the Wori6: the noble Marqueſs; Galeacim 


Caracciolns, 1n imitation of him, being tem» * 


ptcd with large offers to depart from Z:0z to 
Babyloz, relolutely replyed, Let their morey pes 
11ſh with them that account all the treaſures of the 
World worth one hottres communion with Teſm 
Chriſt : it all the Mountains were gold, the 
Rocks Pearlcs, and the whole World ſtufted 
with the {weetelt delights of rhe Sons of Men, 
and theſe offered ro the Chriſtian ro be his 
proper inherirance for ever, he would with 
an holy (corn trample upon them, and look 
on them as not worth one glance of his eye, 
in compariſon of one taſte ot the love of 
Chritt, and a grain of ſaving grace in his 
Heaven-born ſoul : Bur a carnal hcart ces 
no ſuch beauty in Chriſt, whcretore he ſhould 
be {o dchired, nor 1s '1c taken withthe come- 
lincſs and'excellency ot grace, afad ycr lively 
emblcme whereot we haye in the hope:ul 
you2g Gentleman tha: bade tir for Heaven, 
ycr 
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Heart-Treaſure, 
yet when be ſaw ic would coſt him fo dear, as 


to part with all, he would racher go without ,,, 14, 


it, than foregoe his cſtare for it : O firs, this 
iS a pinching point, look to #, this one mark 
wil diſcern berwixt joynt and marrow, and a 
day of tryal wil diſcoyer what you account a 
trealurc- 

3. How do you uſe aud improve this trca* 
ſurc ? Habits of grace are no otherwile known 
bur by their a&s : what's a Man better for that 
he uſcth not > A talent of grace of the right 
ſtamp wil not be confined to a Napkin, 
though gifts may : exerciſing is as neceſſary 
and cyidential,as having funcere gracc: things 
that ate not, and things that appear noty are 
both alike : He is a wicked Man that boaſtcth 
of his hearts deſtre, and he is a fool that eru- 
ſtech in his heart : yet many wi l ſay I have as 
200d an heart as the beſt, though I do nor 
talk (0 wel with my tongue, or work ſomuch 
with my hand, I have as good a meaning as 
any of them all,though I cannot make {o grear 
a (hew, I love to keep my religion to my lclt, 
none knows how good 1 am: Letfuch know 
(though 1 deny not but degrees of modeſty, 
fears of vatn-gloryy and jealoutics of apoltacy, 
may relitrain ſome Chriſtians profeflton, yer 
thcre may be a temptation on that hang allo 
yet) thac where fire is, 1c wil bewray it (elf 
by heat or ſmoak, "tis impoſſible grace ſhould 
be hid or itifled : though there be a (moaking 
flax (cvcu the week oft a Candle that attords 
little light, much offenſive (mel ) yer it wil 
appear : Truths and graccs im the heart 
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Jer.z0-9. yill be (as che word was to Jeremiah) as x 


Job 32. 
13, 19. 


barning fire {hut up1n the bones and boſome, 
that cannot be concealed, He that is full ot 
matter, is conſtrained by the internal work- 
ings of che Spirit to vent it, elſe it is like E- 
libs's xew wine that hath no vent, it burſts the 
xew bottles: the truth is, its as natural for a 
gracious heart to talk and walk holily, as for 
a living creatute to breathe and move, ſo far 
as gracious: thus it cannot be otherwiſe, and 
allo obſerve it, it muſt not be otherwiſe. Your 
treaſure within ought to be laid out, what 
have you it for elle> Proftcfltion with the 
mourch is asneceſtary in its kind, as behevin 
with the heart, Rom. 10. 10, Our Light mul 
not be hid under a buſhel, bur (hine before mev, 
that it may reflect comforc ro our {cives and 
influence to others, as wel as have approba- 
tion from the Lord : So then, if chou haſt a 
treaſure wichin , thou doſt witnefle a good 
contcſſion, and thy converſation wil be ſui- 
table to thy profeſſion : Thy Trading wil an- 
{wer thy ſtock. The Text tels you , a good 
9142 ont of the good treaſure of his heart, bringe 
eth forth good things : and I told you the mane 
ner of laying out was in holy meditations, 
ſavoury exprefſions, ſuitable actions, and 
comfortab'e bearing, and profitable impro- 
ving of aflictions : Why now, Lay judgc- 
ment to the Line, and compare your own 
courſe of life withthele prattiſes of Religion: 
How doyou trade with heaven, and for hea- 
ven? What do you more than others > where's 
chelite and power of Religion ? Do you a 
cc 
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deed exerciſe your ſelves ro godlinefle ? 
What large expences do you lay out for that 
God from whom you have ſuch liberal in- 
comes ? When we ſec rich men lay out a= 
bundance of money 1n houſhold goods,houſes 
keeping, building , Recreations, we guelle, 
certainly ſuch have a good ſtuck betore-hand, 
a great yearly Revenue 3 Thus it is here, 
though many make a great ſhew of what they 
have not, yet a ready, real, uniform, and con» 
ſtant performance oft dury. A ſerious , ſen- 
{ible courſe of walking with God , and cxer- 
cile of grace in all conditions, do evidence a 
ſuitable toward Treaſure, W hat ſay you to 
theſe things? Can our hearts witneflc with us 
thar in ſimplicity and godly fincerity,bythe af» 
ſiſtance of grace we haye had our conyerſati- 
on ? Can our Relations & Neighbors witneſs 
for us, that we haye ſerved the Lord with all 
humilicy of minde , with many teares and 
temptations ? Can our Cloſets, Chambers, 
Shops,and Fields teſtifie our ſecret groans,me- 
ditations, ſelf-examinations > Haye we per- 
formed our relative dutics with all cate 
and conſcience > As Magiſtrates puniſhing 
{in, as Miniſters faithfully preaching at all 
ſca{ons, ſuitably toall perſons: as Houſholders 
inſtrufting, correCting , and leading a good 
example; as Husbands , Wives, Parents, 
Children, Maſters, Servants, that man is not 
good at all , Rhat's not good in all relations : 
Doththe trgaſure of grace and truths prompt 
our tongues, a@ our hands , guide our feec ? 
Do thelc principles in our head , and chac 
prig* 


2 Cor. 1; 


64 Heart-Treaſure, 


principle inthe heart diCtate to us our duty, 
and aſſiſt us in doing of it > Arc we fruitful in 
good works, words , and meditations? and 
are we uſeful in our gencrations ? let's not 
deccive our ſelyecs, its not a conceir of ſome 
g00d meanings within that wil (crve our turn 3 
bu: the Apoſtic rels us roundly and plainly , 
He that doth nighteeuſreſſe, 15 righteous, 1 John 
3.7, Ads docyvidencerthe ſtatc, and a man 
cannot be go0d unlcfſc he do good : Thar's 
tc third cryal. 
4. How do you cacccale this Treaſure ? 
1o him that hath ſhall be given; iuth of grace 
is the Prologue to growth in gracc : and 
growth in grace arrives at full {trengrh of 
grace the Saints go. from ſtrength to ſtreagth, 
Pſalm $84 7, Tie truc Chriſtian, like his Mi- 
ſtcr, encreaſerh in wiſdome ard ſtature, ani 
Luk, 2.52. 19 favour with God and man; Theſc waters 
of the Sanctuary, riſc up tothe ancles, knees, 
loincs, necks til the ſoul come to the Head 
Chrilt, and fo be (wallowed up in the unta- 
15> thomablc Ocean of Gloty 3 *Tis monſtrous 
if Grace as wel as Nature to grow noficybut 
continue as a Dwarte ; *Tisa lad ſhrewd f1gn 
you have no gracc, it you think you have 
Minime bo« gracc enoughe he was never good that de» 
ae op gu ſires not to be better : They are Hypocrites) 
ot ax aud ſurc to be Apoſtares that are comecnted 
__ withataſte; The true Bclicyer is unfatiabie, 
ſtil hungring and chicſting atrer Righteou!- 
neſſe, daily adding one cubirc aftcr another 
ſpiritual ſtature, thar he may be a call 
rohis Chriſt; and ar laſt attain ty the mea- 
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Heart-Treaſure. 


ſure of the ature of the fulneſs of Chriſt, Eph.4,, 


13; Thar is, not {o much with refpest to the 
compleart ſtacurc of our bodics at the reſurrc- 
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Habet & 


2M auz- - 
ments (u4 
frdes, haber 


ion, propcrtionable to Chtiſts fulage upon [wan is- 
Eatth, as fume cxpound it, though that may fuxtiam, 
be true, bur we muſt be increaſing, til Chritt 94%ee et4+ 


his myſtical body grow to ripenels and perſc- 
tion, both in reſpc& of all the members to 
be added hereunto, and allo particular mem- 
bers growth io grace til they advance to a ful 
maturity 11 knowledge and holineſs : what 
ſay you to this? are you anybetrer than you 
ave been? are your laſt works more than 
your firſt ? what light of knowledge in (a« 
ving truths > what heat and warmth in ſanGti- 
lying graces? what heart-refreſhing-experi- 
ences and comforts have you laid up ? are you 
2rown. more (olid, humble, holy, watchful, 
taichlul and fruictul ? do you get more power 
agajnft your luſts > more ability ro walk 
with God > do you forget . what is behindes' 
and preſs forwards to perfe&tion? are you 
ſtirred up more to holineſs? and ſtrengthened 


| withall might by his (picit inthe inward man? 


— — = 7 —_ 


are you ſtil (enſible of defefs, craving for 
more ſpiritual riches,” as a beggar for almes ? 
| confets I have ſometimes wondered at this 
ſtrange paradox in Chriſtianicy, that there is 
nothing doth ſo fil the ſoul as grace, and ycrt 
nothing makes the ſoul ſo hungry for more 
grace as a principle of grace; nothing con- 
ten.s but a dram of grace, yet a dram of grace 
wil not content: more knowledge, more 
faith, morc loye, and acotagyy a packs 
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z Cor. 9.x foul is ſtil perſeQing holinefs in the fear of 
2Theſ,1.3. God. So thats as the Apoſtle ſaith of ſome, 
| their faith groweth exceedingly, and charity, 

aboundeth, eyen til it become a treaſure : for 

obſerve it, this ſpiritual treaſure is made up, 

and increafed by accumulation - or by aug- 

mencation,by adding more graces,or ſtrength. 
See 5y- ning graces already conferred. Several good 
Baca fouls Divines have done worthily in ſatisfying 
caſe and ſcrupulous ſoulcs 1n this great caſe abour 
cure, 4; growth in grace: Ict ſuch as doubt of {ince- 
41619421 rityy read thera, ir would be a digreſſion 
Jude, v. 2. here to ſpeak fully to this point : only rake 
»:g: 122, this note, the more lite you have added to 
t01279. Your light, the more humility to your graces, 


Barlow's the more watchfulneſs to your lives by your * 


4 _ \g Expcricncesz and themore tenderneſs of con- 
'3*'® ſcience, and chearfulneſs in holy performances 
by your comforts, the more have you grown 
in grace, and increaſed your treaſure : and 
thereby have givea a clear cvidence that you 
haye a ſpiritual treaſure in your hearts, 


=" CS 


CH AP. VII 


The ſecond uſe is for Comniflion of fonr ſorts 
of Perſons. 


F 1t be ſo neceſſary to have a treaſure 

; Within, that a Chriſtian may be fitter ro 

walk, ſpeak and att holily, then this falls 

wyh weight upon the head of four forts of 
pctſons, viz 

: Carelcls 
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T., Carcleſs loyterers. 
2+ Vain-2lorious boaſters. 
* 3. Impiousoffenders. 
4+ Unprofitable Chriſtians. 
xr. Carcleſs loyterers, that ſleep out a fair 
Summers day of grace, and forget the day of 
their Viſitation ; many poor Miniſters bave 
Cauſe to weep over their dear peoplc,as Chriſt 
over Jeruſalem, and ſays If thaw hadff known, 


& 


at leaſt in tha thy day, the things that belong to Luk, 19; 
thy peace ! but now they are hid from thine enes © qI, 42+ 


It any foul be without grace, under precious 
meanes of grace, let ſuch tremble at preſent 
providences, leait they lead on to the loſs of 
Ordinances - if thou haſt fare under the 
droppings of tne Sanctuary, and arr yer bar- 
ren, be afraid, leſt God either command the 
Clouds to rain norainon thee, or the curſe 
of the barren Fig-tree be pronounced againit 
rhee, Let no Frunt grow on thee bence forward 
for ever, or elſe, cut it down, why cumbreth it 
the gromnd ? Oh firs, have your ſouls been 
yer empty of grace, under Ordinances,which 
are the Channels of grace ? have you lived 
thus long in Goſhey, and are you yet in Fgypri- 
an darkneſs > where's the fault, what can you 
ſay tor your (elves? Suppoſc God ſhould pur 
you ro 1t, to bring forth your trong reaſons, 
(as he expoſtulaced wich the Man that want» 


Mat.21.19 
Luk, 13+ 7 


ed the wedding Garmenr,) and ſhould ſay Maw32-13 


friend ( for ſo wilt thou necds be accounted, 
and as (uch thou waſt invited)where haſt chou 
lived Þ inmy Church? and didſt thou not chere 
hear of a tich Wardrobe proyidecd for naked 

F 2 Loulsz 
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ſouls, even the fine white linnen of Chriſts 
perfe&t righteouſneſs? was there not a well- 
turniſht ſhop and ſtore-houle ot the gitrs and 
graces of the ſpirit to fill and adorn the houſe 
of thy hcart? how comes it then that thou art 
ſo devoid and deſtitute of what is good?hadft 
thou lived in T#rky or India, where 1 did not 
{et up ſuch an office of mercy, thou mighteſt 
have more to (ay, but now What apologics 
can you make? what Fig-leaves can you tinde 
to cover your ſhameful nakedneſs, or colour 

our wretched negligence > how cameſt thou 

uther > 9#4 fronte ? what cauſt chou ſay to 
excuſe thy brazen Impudence, that darelt aps 
proach ſuch a- preſence in fo ſordid an habit, 
ot rather miſcrably naked? the truth i1s,though 
witty {1oncrs can finde ſhifts enough to pur off 
Miniſters arguings, and ſilence the bawlings 
of conſcience, yet how can their hearts cn» 
dure, or hands be ſtrong, when God (tall 
deal with them? their mouths ſhall be muz- 
led up in ſpeechleſs,yer ſelf-condemning aſto- 
-niſkment - they muſt needs be condemned 
our of their own mouths : Oh conſider, it 
yet you be without a treaſure of grace, and 
rather ask thine own heart ſome heart-awak- 
ning, than that God ſhould ask thee ſuch a- 
ſtoniſing interrogatorics 2 as thus, ſay to thy 
foul, my poor pining foul, How is it with 
thee ? What haſt thou been doing ? and what 
walt thou ſent intoche World for ? what muſt 


become of thee ? what proviſion haſt thou | 


male for aneternal ſtate ? where muſt thou 
lodgc,it thou dic this night ? and let me pros 


pole 
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r, If thy ſoul be yerwithgft a true trea- 
(ure of a gracious Principle, thy condition 
is miſcrable , tor thou haſt no aflurance 
of any more meanes to obtain ir, nor to 
live another day, to hear another Sermon, or 
of Grace, ro make the means efteCtual for thy 
ſouls good : Remember Eſas;; haſt thou ſtood 
out ſolong, and doſt thou now preſume up- 
on a longer day? Mult thc earth be forſaken 
for theez and ſhal God leave his ordinary 
road thee good, ſtep afide to meer with 
thee d ſometimes doth fo , bur what 
ground haft thou to expect it , thar haſt abu- 
ſed Grace {o long ? 

2. Is not this emptineſſe of good a dread- 
fa) {1gn of rejetion ? Salomon faich, He that 
hath a froward heart findeth no good : nothing 
doth him good , Word, nor Rod ; but he 
ſairh, the heart of the prudent getteth knowledge z 
may not you ſadly fear judicial hardaefle, to 
puniſh wiltul aotmnces One would have 
thought, if any good had been intended for 
you, that you ſhould have been poſlefied of 
It before chis : its a black brand of reprobari= 
on to live long under melting Ordinances, 
and be ſtil hard and dead, 

3+ Wilful negle& is an att of diſ-ingenuity 
to Gad, cruelty ro your own ſouls, & the rea- 
dy way to baniſh Ordinances from poſterity : 
What? Muſt God alwaies hold you the 
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Pro.17.26; 


Pro.18.15. 


Candle to play by f Wherefore « there @ price Pco.19.5, 


in the hand of a fool, when there's no beart to im 
prove it ? Beſure, if Satan finde you idle, he 
FI wil 
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wil ſet you awork ; Negligence is a ſad prog- 
noſtick, aud preparative tor etcroal rormeur, 
and {o much caſe now, {o much corment 
hercatcer : Shal rhe God of Heaven alwaies 
ttreape kindnefle upon offending Grace-a- 
buſiong and rctuting wretches? No, no, when 
Love hath ſaid its errand , Juſtice will aCt i:s 
Pact : 

And 4. Your loſt advantages wil prove 
your bictereſt torment, ali men muſt be judg» 
cd according to their receits, and wilkal Loy- 


rerers ſha] be puniſht according to e | CON» 


cempt of Goſpel-opportunities : |-de» 
ſpiſers ſhal account poor Heathens c&npara« 
tively happy, ihough their Companions in 
ct:2rnal milery : their bright Sun of Goſpel» 
gracc ſhal ſct in more utter darkneſle, and 
Preater treaſures of wrath ſhal be poured in- 
tothole Veſicls, that ſhut out treaſurcs of 
Grace. 

2, Another ſort to be reproved, are emp- 
ty and vain-glorious boaſters, guilded Hypo- 
Ciites that pretend to a great Treaſure, but 
arc ſorry beggars: Some deyour Papilſts there 
arc, which wil tell you they have merir c- 
nough, both tor themlelves and orhers , -that 
our of the apundant treaſure of their gcad 
works, can fur:1iſh defective ſoules on carthy 
and deliver tormented foulcs out of Purgato» 
IY: But believe them not, they would make 
merchandize of ſoules, and draw them ro de- 
Iuftons and damnation ; Jeſus Chiiſt is our 
onely Treaſury, there is nothing like merit 
11 ameer Cicarute. Angels in Heaven _—_ 

y 
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by Grace» having their confirmation by 
Chriſt ; Sure I am, they have no merits to 
(pare, the wile Virgins could not furniſh o- 
thers, bur a boaſting Fryer pretends he can : 
the moſt of his ſeeming good works wil ra- 
ther prejudice himſelt , than profit others, 
ſince they are generally that vain wi-wors 
ſhip, that's coined 1n the mint of a wanton 
ſuperſtitious Brainy and ſo make the Coms 
mands of God to be of none cfteft, and pro- 
yoke the Lords wrath againſt the promoters 
and prafuſcrs thereof, But ſuppole a man 
could obey poſitive Commands, in praiſing 
all Scripturc=-dutics, and avoiding all prohi- 
biced fins, yer wherein hath he to glorie? Is 
he not ſtil an uoprofitable ſervant > Doth he 
give God any thing bur his own? Is ic nor 
duc debt ? and is it by his own ſtrength, or by 
the ſtrength of God ? And can he do what 
he doth pertetly without the leaſt rinfture 
or ſtain of imperteCtion, or of defect ? Let a- 
ny meer creature ſhew fuch good works 2s 
theſe, and let him climb up tw Heaven upo1 
Aceſiu's rotten Laddcr,we are reſolved to al- 
cend on Facobs Ladder ; ler orkers ſeek rheir 
own merit, let right Chriltians ſtudy grzce. 

] hope we ſhal be ſo wile to chuſe Bellarmines Qrerane 
dying ſa'e way, rather than his Diſputing polt- ms; = 
tick-way to Heaven, to repoſe all our truſt in |, 1 
the mercy of God, and merits of Chriſt , ra- gyar:1m 
ther than the totecring foundation of mans ftlcrmus: 
beſt ciphteouſneſs,which is but a filthy rag, and Ve". | 
wil rather defile than cover our nakedneſle, —_— 
But I principally defign to laſh fuch perſons, ©41., 13. 
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op as -hypocritical:y and hiltrionically a& the 


part of Kings and kmp*rours, bur arc poor 
deſpicable Muſhrooms , that pretend upon 


the ſtage of their fair proteſhon ro Cotters 


of gold, and precious trealures of Grace ; 
But alas , fo.},v they into withdrawings 
Rooms of privacy, aud you (hal fipde rhetn 


wotully dciticute of Il ſaving gocd ; rhcle 


poor {oules conccit with countcricit graces to 
purchaſe Heaven! and by making lies .gheir 
rctuge to be ſecured from wrath : Bur as» 
las, the God of Heaven (ces their falſe COYn 
and ſclt-flatteriog hearts ; Prgv, 16.2, All 
the wajes of man are clean iy his own gyer,, but the 
Lord wergheth the ſpirits, Oh, low many 
hearts and waies wcnld be tound lighe, and 
wanting, it weighed in an even ballance, c- 
yen in the ballance of the Sinftuarie > Ar 
the laſt day ic wil bc ſcen that there are 
wonderful felf-chcating conccits and confie 
dences z there's many falſe hearts under fair 
Vizo>rs, but whentheſe Vizarsare piucke off 
all ſhal appear in their colours + anu oh, what 
ſtrange fights wil then be ſeen > When wice® 
kei'mens toul 12{1Gcs are ttzrned out + cer- 
rajolie they wil be very abominable, though 
now every cyming Hy poctite carries (q 
clo{cly,that none can detect him, or ſay black 
is his eye,yet a time ſhal come chat (hal bring 
every {ccrct thingta light , ' and diſcover the 
Snile of the deceitful Ulfurcr in Religion; who 
thinks to track for Heaven wich his ſtollen 
wares : Oh, how much berter is a poor ſoul 
than {uch a (g;t-dcluding Richling ! that 
2 k TI 25 chinks 
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thinks he is ſomcthing , yer he 1s nothing, 
and {o deccivcs his own (oule, plaics the $0- 
phiſter,and puts a falle Syllogiſme upon him» 
{elf} as the Apoſtle Fames (peaks : How ma- 
ny arc 112 a golden dream? that build Caſtles 
in the Air, and fancic they are Kings ; bur, 
when they awake our of their frantick dreams 
do finde themſelves miſerably miſtaken ! Sa- 
lomon (aith, Whoſo boaſteth himſelf of a falſe gift, 
i like Clonwds and wind without rats, Prov. 2 5. 
14.1,e, He that pretendeth to give or re- 
ceive What 15 not real , but counterfeiteth ei» 
ther, renders himſelt ridiculous to men , and 
odious ro God : Our Lord Jclus cxrſed the 
barrez Fig-tree, ro manitcſt his ditplcaſure a- 
gainſt hypociifie ; Hypocrites are the moſt 
hateful of all perſons, they are hatred of wic- 
ked men for ſeeming good , they are hated 
of God and good men, for But ſecming, and 
not Being truly good : As Hypocrites trvit is 
like the Applcs of Sodom that look fair with 
a beautiful skin, bur touch them,and they are 
dyſt :. fo arc Hypeccrites ends likelie to be like 
that of Sodom, which God overthrew as ina 
moment : yea , thele mult be patrerns to v- 
thers of a more dreadful deſtruQtion ; hence 
the phraſe of appointing a portion with the Hy- 
pocrites, But herecomes in a carnal, ſen(ual 
fot, and applics all this to the zealous Profeſ- 
ſor, and wil needs condemn him for an hy- 
pocrite , becauſe he makes ſo great a ſhew, 
and account h1ml[elt a ſincere Saint, becauſe 
he conceits his heart to be good; the former 
cenſure15 conrarie to Scripture , and this at- 
| ter 
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cer is contrarie tothe. owa ſenſe and experi- 
ence: for they may finic, and Godschildren 
do feel that the heart is the worlt part of the 
whole man ; 'tis a mans ignorance of it that 
makes him imagine it is the beſt : the truth 
35, noman wil commend this common Chea» 
ter, bur he that knows it not, for its known 
ro be deſperatelie wicked, and 'tis deceitful, 
or a Supplanter ( asthe word imports) that 
wii ttipup the heels of the Chriſtian , and 
cheat him of his prize and reward : it ever 
thou be undone, *tis thy heart that wzl undoe 
thee ; thou doſt brag of thy heart, To poor 
ſoul, thor haſt cauſe to bewail it, and be at- 
fraid of it; and if conviction open thee a 
window to look intoit, thou ſhalt fce a 
monſtrous dreadful fight , that wil make thee 
out of love with thy ſclf, and cauſe thy hears 
to ake, if ir do not break with godlie ſorrow ; 

As for che' Children of God whom wicked 

men condemn, for making ſo great a ſhew, I 

ſhal ſay bur this, that it is the molt unreaſo* 

nabie, uncharicablencſſc in the world,to judge 

contraric to What we ſce, yea, *ts a blaſphe- 

mous aſſuming to a mans ſclt the propertic 


of Gods Omniſcience, to pretend to ſearch | 


the heart-, in ſaying, the choughts of che 
heart are oppoſite to the profeſſions of the 
Lips, and praQices of the Life: the Lord re- 
buke ſuch railing Rabſhekah's, as condemn all 
the generation of Gods Children, and that be- 
caulc of their holic world-condemning con- 
verſations ; theſe Moles cannot endure the 


light of Saints pa:hes : hence they lay, / ways 
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rant you theſe preciſe walkers are no better thas 
their Neighbours ; if the truth were known, they 
are a company of diſſemblers , and are rotten at 
the heart z Phariſee-like they make clean the 
out-fde of the Cup , and condemn others as pro- 
phant, and then binde it with an Oath , they 
are 4s bad as themſelves: and it a Proteſſour 
ſlip into an open {1n, then chey are confirm- 
cd in their cen{ures, and conclude, they are all 
alike, a pack of d:ſemblers : and now the ho» 
lieft Saint ( that hates (ſuch ſms, and mourns 
for it, as his greatcſt burden ) ſhal have his 
brothers mil[carriage daſhrt 1n his teeth for c- 
yer : But if a man might argue with theſe 
(ortiſh, yer cenlorious foulcs, in a rationa! 
way, wha: could they anſwet > Are not they 
themſclves worle than the looſeſt Profeſſors ? 
and how far ſhort do they tall of cloſc-walk- 
ing Chriſtians ? Should all be condemned for 
the ſake of one ? and ſbou|d wee not judge 
according to what we ſee, or can attain to 
the knowledge of > Is not the Tree known to 
us by its fruits, and not by its Roots,which are 
invitible to us? Lord, (ct theſe vain boalters 
awork in ſcarching their own hearts, and ex- 
amining their own ſelves, whether Chriſt bee 
within them ( as Paul dircits the Cormmbians in 
tis very caſe ) and this wil cure their cen- 
{orious (pirits, and finde chem work cnough 
rodo at home ; for as the Eye that looks moſt 
abroad (ces leaſt within , fo the molt uncha- 
ritable Cenſurers are the moſt empric, unpro- 
ficable Proteflors : when as a Chriſtian that 
hath moſt gracc himſelt, judgech beſt of 0+ 
thers : 
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ters: and obſerve it, they that groundleſlie -|- fin 

judge orhers to be worſe than they tice ap- | Ca 

Marth.7. parent Cauſc, wil bc judged by others 1n like | ne 
9% mannerinthis worid, and arc in danger of | Wi 
Job 25. 8, © ſad and juſt centure and ſentence at the Dr 
dreadful day of juJgment : What then is the | a | 

hope of the Hypocrite when he hath gained , when | tea 

God tabeth away his ſoul ? pct 

3. Anotlicr fort co be reproved, is the im- | he! 

- plous ofteadors, impeaitent finners, that ve- | cou 

rific the latter part of the Texc, and run a | per 

courſe diretly concrarie to this good man z | 1nt] 

An evil man out of the evil treaſure of hu heat | atl, 

hringeth forth evil things : How ſhould ir be lely 
otherwite ? Men mult needs aCt as they are: | unc 

It was a Proverb of the Anticots, Wickedneſſe | We 
proceeaeth from th: wicked, 1 Sam. 24.13, (uch | fenſ 

2s the Fountain is, fuch muſt necds be the | and 
Srre..ms, the Frait is an{werable to the na« | corc 

ture of the Roogand Tree : The working | ſum 
Jam-3-10. Forge of muns wicked hearts, dottr (parkle | aw: 
fo t>th (uicable imaginations: Why are mea | are 
D'5 {0 wicked in their lives? ics becauſe they if 
* have mire naughtic hearts, for the cauſe hath Þ of : 

more 1:3 ic than whe cffets:Obghow many val- | der 
{als of Satan and vellcls of fin arc replemſhing | We 

and preparing tor wrath? tor as a good mans | ty, 
treaſure prepares him to do the more good, | in 7 
ſo, too many are filling their foules with | Corr 
enilc; and harden their hearts by cuſtome | witl 
1 fi1, chat they may be vile wich leſſe | Met 
rem le, and ſwallow down iniquity, as the | bab 
{iſh drinks in watcr : they cautcrize their cone | Wra 
{cicaccs, and twiſt a ſtrong cord of A $ait 
Wt» 
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eſlie -|- ſinning, that they may draw iniquity with 
ap- | Cart-ropes, and doeyil with both hands cars 
like | neſtly, char their hearts may not (mite them 
r of | with f(cnfe of remorſe: As the Scholar thar 
the | Dr. Preſton ſpeaks of, who having committed 
s the a ſcandalous fin, that he could not rcſt by 
when | realon of terrours of conlcicnce , the Devil 
perſwaded him ro commir hat fin again, and 
im- | he ſhould be quiet, he did ſo, and afterwards 
ve- | could fin without remorſe : juſt ſo do many 
n a | perſons, who haye woaded an impudence 
an ; | intheir forcheads by conſtant ſinning, ſo that 
zeaft | arlaſtthcyarcpalt teeling,baving given theme 
c be | ſelves over to all laſciviouſneſs, ro work all 
are: | uncleanneſs with grecdineſs + Epb,4.19, The 
neſs | Word paſt feeling, imports remorſclcſneſs, 
'uch | ſenſeleſneſs, like a member benummed,ſcared, 
the | and this comes with cuſtome in ſinning : ac 
na- | cording to that, Conſuetudo peccand; tollit ſen- 
ting | ſun peccats, 3, e, The cuſtome of ſinniog rakes 
rkle | away the ſenſe of fin: We are apt to wonder 
nen | atthe horrid abominations that break out, bur 
hey '| if we do conſider the prodigeous wickedneſs 
1ath þ of an Atheiſtical heart, we may rather won- 
vaſ- | der that there is no more prophaneſs in the 
ing | World: It the tongue be a World of iniqui- 
ans | ty, how many Worlds of wickedneſs is there 
50d, | in a wicked heart? the thoufandrth part of 
vith | corruption breaks not ont, of that which is 
"me | within: Surely did not God fet bounds to 
eſle } Mens raging luſts, the World would nor be 
the | babitable for the Saints: God reſtrains that 
:0n» | Wrath which hall nct turn to his praiſe, and 
ary | $aints adyantage,and when wicked Men have 
{11- belchcd 
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belched out as much rage as they can, there is 


* a remnant yet bchinde, Pſal. 76, 10, We are 


fallen into the dregs of times, and iniquity 
doth abound, there is a World of Atheiſme, 
pride, uncleanneſs, ſwearing, drunkennels, 
Slutcony, blaſphemy, Sabbath-breaking, cons 
rempt, and ſcorning of Religion, men break 
out, and blood toucheth blood : But, were 
there a Caſement or proſpe&ive, whereby a 
man might look into a carnal heart; Oh what 
a filthy fink of un-heard of fin, and ful neſt 
of odious vipers might he behold ? certainly 
it would be the dreadtulleſt fight in cheWorld, 
far worſe than ro j- the Devil in the uglicſt 
hue: vie may ſtand wondering at the fathom« 
leſs, bottemleſs depth of wickedneſs in the 
heart of man, it is, ſaith Lsther, the treaſure 
of evils, the fountain of poyſony, the head 
and original of all iniquiry ? Every man hath 
that in his heart which he cannot believe is in 
bim ; but yet may and wil break our in its 
ſeaſon upon occaſion : as in the known ins 
tance of Hazael : the truth is, the feed and 
ſpawn of all hzrefies, impieties, blaſphemics, 
are in our nature. Reyerend Mr. Greenhans 
ſaith, that if all crrours, and the memorials 
of them were annihilated by the abſolute pos 
wer of God, ſo that there ſhould not the leaſt 
remembrance of them remain, yer there is &» 
nough in the heart ot one man to revive them 
all again the nextday : And I may add alſo 
as to prophane praftices : ſo that the wickeds 
neſs that is in the World, doth not proceed 
from imitation of Adams firlt ſin(as Pelagians 
dream) 


— 


h — 


re ts 
2 are 
uity 
[me, 
nels, 
CONs 
reak 
vere 
by a 
vbat 

neſt 
unly 
Qrld, 
liclt 
OM 
| the 
i(\ure 
head 
hath 
1Sin 
n its 
n 1n- 
| and 
mics 
hams 
Yials 


D —_———— 


Heart=Treaſure, 


dream) at leaſt not from thence only, but 
alſo, and chiefly from the propagation of ori- 
ginal corruption to all his poſterity tor there 
1s an habitual pravity entailed upon us, and 
tranſ{mitted tO us from our firſt Parents, which 
hath its regency in the heart, and aftivity in 
thelife > Romans 5, Will ſtand firm againſt all 
Pelagian and Socimicn adyerſaries, that both 
Adam and Chriſt our ſecond Adam, do 'com- 
municate to their ſeed thar which is cheir own 


Fide Cal- 
, G vm Inftr. 
both by impurtation and propagation, only 16 z.cp.x 
the firſt Adams diſtributes filth, guilt, deagh, /c&. «, 
the ſecond gives grace, righteouſneſs and eter= © ©*: 
pal life: it wil remain as an undoubted max- 5*2-Ferk 


- . , *xPoþs. on 
ime and fad experiment, that there is an ha- 7.5 {ol 


bitaal depravation, and deviation of our ,;,. 
whole nature from the Law of God : So that Adamus 
there's an uniyer(z! corruption of the whole /#t hume- 
man, underſtanding, conſcience, will, affe- ** *4® 
Rions,and all the members of the body : Now o—enlin, 
this propagation (Diviues commonly ſay) 13 /ed racir, 
WO WAyCsS- ideo 21h - 
3. Bydivine appointment and defignaticn * 9r4p- 
whatſoever Adam reccived or loſt ſhould be |," *** 
not only for himſelf, bur for his poſterity, be- ;, fuir 
ing a publick perſon, ſo God leaves the ſoul honinum 
in reſpe& of his image, and-hence follows de- 82%: Cale 
fect of original tigincoul neſs, this, he doth gy 
not as Author of fin, but as a rightcous er 
Judge. \ bac deve 
2. By natural generation, as ſweet Ole Bvon. de 
poured into a fuſty Veſſel loſeth its pure- - Au. 
nels, being infefted by the Veſſel , ſo the 5,77 
ſoul created good, and put into the corrupt pag. gr, ad 
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body, receives con:agion thence : this put= 
ting a pure foul into a corrupt body 1sa juſt 
puniſhment of the ſin of all Men in Adm : 
So ſome : Bur this is generally agreed upor, 
that original fin is not 1n Lome Men mm ore, in 
ſome lets, but in every man equally, as all 
men do equally from Adam participate the 
nature of man, and are cqually the Children 
of wrath : and the rcalon why ſome are 
more civil, others outragious , Proccedeth 
trom Gods bridling {ome and leaving others: 
and truly reſtraining grace 1s a choice mercy 
in its kinde, cl{c wioat would not men do? 
or rather, what would they not do? the truth 
1s, the original of (11 is within, eycry man is 
tempted when hc 15 drawn — ny enticed 
of his own luſt, ſaith che Apoltle, there luſt 
is the father, and lutt when tt bark concetved 
briogeth forch f1n4there luſt is the mother roo? 
hence ſaith one, there's no fin but might be 
commitred, it Satan wcre dead and buried—- 
original ſin is (vertually) every fin, and could 
one kill the Devil, yet you cannot name the 
” chat original luſt would not entice a man 
: Suppol c it poſſible for a man to be ſepa- 
raed from: tic contagious company of Wick- 
ed men, and gut of the reach of Satans (ug« 
geltions, nay to converſe in the midſt of rce 
noawned Saints, yet that man hath enough in 
himſelf ro beger, conceive, bring forth, and 
conlummate all atua) (ins: Well then, firs, 
let all men behold the foul face of their hearts 
11 he pure glaſs of the Law of God, and 
they (hall (ce a ; firang c and aſtomſLing _=—_ 
clc ; 
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Repenrance or final deſpair) as one ſaith, 


— If apparitions make us (ad, 
By ſight of fin we ſhomid grow mad, 


there is a neceſſary and profitable ſight of ſin, 
which drives the ſoul our. of ic {elf to Jeſus 
Chciſt - O labour for that, take the Candle of 
the Word, and go downinto the dark Dun- 
geon of your hearts, ſcarch yqur-(elves, leſt 
the Lord (earch you as with Candles, know 
and acknowledge the plague. of your own 
beatts, be not afraid co know the worſt of your 
ſelves, *tis better we ſhould ſer our fios inor- 
Fr before us (while there is hope of pardon) 

our humiliation, than-that God ſhould 
[etthem in order betore us, at the. great and 
aſt day, for our cternal condemnation : we 
may ſay of an impenitcne ſoul, as the Pro- 
> of his Servant, Lord open his cics, and 
urely he ſhall ſee a troop of luſts. The moun- 
tain of his proud heart is covered with mon- 
ſtrous armed fins, that fight againſt the ſoul : 
Oh that the thoughts of your hearts may be 
liſcovered, pardoned, and purged our, leſt 
by wiltul finning, you heap up wrath againſt 
the day of wrath; and your ſoules pcriſtrfor 
wanc of a treaſure of grace, and by reaſon 


of this dreadful treaſure of fin and guilc. 
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body, receives con:agion thence : this put- 
ting a pure toul intoa corrupt body 18a juſt 
Puniſhinan of the ſho of all Men in Ad : 
So ſome : Bur tins is generally agreed upor, 
that orizinal fa is not 1n [ome Men more, in 
ſome leis, but in every man equally, as all 
men do cquaily iram Adam participate the 
nature of man, and are cqually the Children 
of wrath : and the rcaton why lome are 
more civil, others outragious , Proccedeth 
trom Gods bridlins {ome and lcaving others: 
and truly reſtratring grace 1s a choice mercy 
in 1ts kinde, clic wiat would not men do? 
or rather, what would they not do? the truth 
is, the original of [1n 1s within, eycry man is 
tempted when hc 15 drawn away, and enticed 
of his own luſt, ſaith rhe Apoltle, there luſt 
is the father, and lutt when it bath concetved 
briogeth forch f114there luſt 1s the mother roo: 
hence ſaith ones there's no fin but might be 
commitred, it Satan were dead and buried— 
original fin is (vertuaily) every fin, and could 
one kill the Devil, yce you cannot name the 
{19 chat original luſt would not entice a man 
to: Suppoſe it poſſible for a man to be ſepa- 
rated from thc contagious company of wick- 

ed mc 1, and cut of the reach of Sartans ſug- 
gcttions, nay to conveale in the midſt of rc 
nawned Saints, ycf that man hath enough in 
h:mſelf ro beger, conceive, bring forth, and 
contummate all aQtua} (1ns: Well then, firs, 
[ct all men behold the foul face of their hearts 
11 be pure glaſs of the Law of God, and 
they (hall (cc a firang C and aſtomi[Ling ſpeCta- 
cic ; 
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© cle; which would end cither in evangelical 


Repencance or final deſpair as one ſaith, 


— lf apparitions make us (ad, 
By ſight of ſin we ſhomid grow mad, 


there is a neceſſary and proficable ſight of fin, 
which drives the ſoul our of ir felt ro Jeſus 
Chriſt - O labour for that, take the Candle of 
the Word, and go down into the dark Dun- 
geon of your hearts, ſearch your ſelves, leſt 
the Lord ſearch you as with Candles, know 
and acknowledge the plague of your own 
beatts, be not afraid co know the worſt of your 
elves, *ris better we ſhould (er our fins in or- 
der before us (while there is hope of pardon) 
for our humiltation, than that God ſhould 
tthem in order betore us, at the. great and 
aſt day, for our eternal condemnation : we 
may ſay of an impenitcne ſoul, as the Pro- 
py of his Servant, Lord open his eics, and 
urely he ſhall ſee a troop of lults. The moun- 
tain of his proud heart is covered with mon- 
ſtrous armed fins, that fight againſt the ſoul : 
Oh that the thoughts of your hearts may be 
diſcovered, pardoned, and purged our, leſt 
dy wiltul finning, you heap up wrath 2gainſt 
the day of wrath; and your ſoules periſtyfor 
wanc of a treaſure of grace, and by reaſon 
of this dreadful treaſure of ftn and guilc. 
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Herbert, 


Rom, 2, 4. 
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CHAP, IX. 


Unprofitable Chriſtians reproved, 


He fourth and laſt ſort of perſons, that 

tall under the laſh of a ſharp and jult 
reproot, is, uoprofirable Chriſtians, who, 
though they be f{incere for the main, and 
have the root of the matter, yct have not yer 
arrived to this treaſure: Alas, Sirs, there's 
none of us, but we have too much bad, and 
t00 little good treaſure in our hearts, We 
cannue but know all the wickednels that our 
hearts are privy to, and cannot our confcien» 
ces dilcover an emprincls & yacuity of good ? 
Oh what a Chaos and confuſion 15 in our 
hearts ! and whence comes this? Have we 
not had meanecs of gathering a large treaſure? 
\Vhat have we done withall our Ordinances, 
Sermons, Sacraments, Mercies, AMictions ? 
If web ad been diligent, we might have fur- 
mihed our foules with truths,vraces,comforts, 
nd experiences : What co 1d havebeendot ic 
cc for us > And have we a treaſure pro» 
rortionabie to our enjcyments ? whence then 
are we ſounfit for, and untoward i; duties? 
{o flight; Ucad, an d trifling in performances ? 
ſo unprepared for, aud unprofic able under 
Ordinances > ſo unthankful for mcrciec, dif + 
Contents d under crofles > fo weak in rehiſting 


temptaticns, lubduing COrTUPriOns ? ſo un- 
wil'tog of » and unſuitable ro communion 
ct Saints ? Ol whence is it, that we are (0 
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apt © {it looſe from God? {0 lictle fit for 
fe. lowſbip with him,ana fo much ata diltance 
from him? certainly the reaſon is obvious, we 
have not {uch a crealure as becomes Saiats : 
Eſpeci.liy, the great reaſon why we are {o 
lictle skiltul in the heavenly dury of meditati- 
0", is the waur of a treaſure of holy thoughts 

WICH We are alone, we Canmr fix our mai des 
upon an heart-aftecting fubycEt, Or at leaſt 
cx00t purly* ir, tit our bearts be deeply at- 
felted, but our thourhrs are off and on, very 
inconliftent, incokercar, independent, like the 
ranmoling diconrtes of : : Mad-man, or the 
ranging motions of 2 Spantc} 1, or | 1tke the 
eyes of a fool, that arc 1m the ends of the | 
Earth: Ve run irom object co objea in a 
momont, and one thought ; ks like a1mcer 
ſtranger on anoth: if lhould ot wr chouglhts D3 
Patent, O] in 1vitidc 300 my that's acqualite 
cd with them, wrice themdown, and reneat 
I themto us, how ſhould we bluſh and be con- 
founded 1a the reheartal? as it's recorded of 
D-:. Pztter, tl iT I1C 21r119 the tcllowcs of rhe 
Coliedgeralk of trivial chings, ſaid nothing, 
but afcer they had done talkins, he thus be- 
lpake them, A:d now m Maſters, will yu 
hear all your extravagant diſcourſes, for | have 
fricily obſerved 2:4 marked what you ſaid, 1nd 
he told them every whit: $5 {uppoſc {ome " -uld 
preſent to our cares or Cycs a relation of Our 
wilde imaginations in one hours time, whar 
a ſtrange me diey of nn-leale would there 

beewe may ſay the Lord knowerh the thoughts 
& man, that they are vanity, ſal, 94. 11. 
G3 2 \Ynea 


Heart-Treafure, 


When we have ſum'd up all - the traverſes, 
realonings, and dilcourſes of the minde, we 
may wTite this at the bottome, as the total 
{tmme, All is vanity : nothing but yanity, 
yca vanity in the abſtract, And whar is the 
reaſon of all this, but a want of the toremen- 
t.oncd treaſure, a ſtock of truths, graces,come 
fcrts, Cxperiencess 

I ſhall propound theſe four confiderations; 
bricfly for the Saints conviftion and humilia- 
tion: TI, Are not theſe ſpiricual things worth 
hoarding up? look about you, through the 
whole Creation and ſce if you can finde any 
thing bet:'er to make a treaſure ofz David 
{aith, I have ſeen an end of all perfeftion, P[al, 
119. g6, All outward cenjoyments are a ſcant 
Garmecnt that cannot cover us, or rotten rags, 
and are {o0n worn out ; but one part of chjs 
treaſure, i. e. Gods Commandements, is of a 
large cxtcnt, hence ſaith that good Man; thy 
Ccmmandements are exceeding broad, they 
reach from Heaven to Earth, from great to 
{ma!, co all ſorts of finners, to all the facul» 
tics of the ſoul, to and throagh all ercrnity, 
thus long and broad is the Ctriſtians ereaſure, 
Whcre then can you mend your (elves for a 
treaſure 2 ſpiticual bleſſings have all dimen» 
ons of pertection, theſe ace the cream and 
flower of all bleffings,no other treaſures avail 
in the diy of wrath ; it heavenly things be 
not worth looking after, what are? ſhould 
not ſpiritual p:rſons (ct cheir hearts on ſpirt- 
ual riches? Are not theſe moſt ſuitable to 
your unmorrtal (ouls,and ſpiritual principles ? 
Have 


Have 
you be 
dowry 
you nt 
rhe thi 
crerna 
them 
And \ 
le quoo 
things 
arc no 
IOW, 
not de 
belon: 
penſati 
by det 
Cies, A 
are alt 
Churc 
l, Co 
lively 
as car 
Irving 
dic W;. 
arden 
Well 
defiri 
cain fi 
tdo) 
ſee th 


178 OL 
in thc 


Heart-Treaſure, 


you be content to be without any part of your 
dowry? Are not yow riſex with Chriſt,and ſhould 
younot then ſeek after things above ? Are not 
the things of God Magnalra, great things of 
crernal concernment ? and did you not prize 
them at an high rate at your firſt conviction > 
And was not that your Motto | zo» eſt morta- 
le quod opto | I (eck not, I purſue not mortal 
things, remperary, fading enjoyments ? And 
are not theſe as much worth enquiring after 
now, as formerly ? Yes cercainly , theſe do 
not decay through age. It was the matters 
belonging tothe #/d Covenant, or Legal-aiſ- 
penſation that decayed and waxed old, and (0 
by degrees did van, away. New - covexant m:r - 
cies, are the ſure mercies of David, and they 
are alwaics freſh axd greez. Hence (aith the 
Church in Cart, 1. 16,— Alſo our bed ir preen, 
i, c- Our mutual delights in cach other arc 
lively, (weet and fatistying, never glutting, 
as catthly delights are ; He that drinks of theſe 
lroing waters (hall ever thirſty. c. After mud- 
dic watcts of carchly comforts, bur ſhal mote 
ardently thirſt aud part after the living God; 
Well firs, look to it, there's nothing worth 
deliring, but theſe heavenly Treaſures : if you 
ca inde any better, rake 1, m:1ch good may 
itdo you, yet brag not of your bargain, til you 

ſee the il[ucs 
2, Arc youin any danger of having ton 
much of theſe things? Surely there's no [ nims- 
wn Or ]upecrfluitics inthe internals of religion: 
in the outward part too much may be done 
3 (though 


— bs 
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( t20U2g2 NO it a man Keep tO theR. wc {© 
that 1n tome reſpects one may b* rightcou? 
OVCT*HNUCHN, 1,6. 11 ether 4 (cif+ wille: 1ſuper- 

{{ttOus way , Or Elle 1n av wr {calunable or 
Uimcaiurable pertormance of 1e1p10us aus 
ticSy tC LIre Out a remptcd foul, at: d run thi 

Chriftian off his legs : But for 1tw adGes 
ces, Linctifhed Knowlcdpe, and rcal Holincls 
racre can never be ain oycr-phn, or cxceſle 
Whiics you are v1 this fide the Line, you'l be 
ſhort of pertection ; Ler Feſtns-like ſots lay, 
that much learmng makes profeſſors mad ; |ct us 
{incy ro encreale and abound more and more in 
krowleare, faith. love, ps oo pk as 
Paul rreſſe «a forward, f by as y m2anes he might 
attain to the ne A of the dead, forpet- 
term wh at was behind, and reaching forth towhes 
was before, Meſes 's Ark had ſtaves fer rems 

who! ſurther, Jace3's Ladder bad Itaires tor 
aſcerdizs higher. Chriſtians nuvuſt ſing ; Ti 
Sons ot deorces 1 J this world, and ſhould 
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that ſome may poſſioly haye as much come 
fort as they can defire» Bur I neyer read, or 
heard of that Saint that had roo much grace, 


| or {9 much as they deiire : All haye bewail- 


ed their deteRs, living and dying : and the 
beſt men have becn moſt coverous of divine 
things, young and old; 'T is laid of good Mr, 
Herbert Palmer , when he was of nc age of 
four or five ycarcs, that he would cry ro go to 
his Lady-mother, that he might hear ſomething 
of God, And of old Gr)nes ( that (avouric 
Germaze Divine) 'Tis recorded , that when 
ſome perſons were dilcourſing by his Death- 
bed, he lifr up himſelf, ſaying, 1 ſhall dye with 
wore comfort, if I may dye, learning ſomethtug for 
the good- of my ſoule. Now SitS, who, or 
whatatc you > Arcyou wile caough , good 
enough ? Are you aftraid of being too like 
GoJ? or of having too much of Gol] in and 
with your ſoules ? Are you loath to get too 


ready for, or too readily into Heaven? As-. © 


lis, alas, You may call your cſtate into que 
tion, it you ſay you have grace enougl, or 
2re go.) cnough, or if you {lacken your cn» 


deavous.to pet m Ire grace upon a co:cit 
you have cnough : cis as natural for 2 |i 


ving Saint tO call for grace , as for a livclic 


1 *1 1 . De 4 "os YM y 
Cilide to cry ror toad ; Hntatiavie acthire at- 
% - Ry . 1 » - bh 1 v | = + y #%\ */*3 
ter Fracc, 1$ a CIcar toTiT Or the trutn of grace ; 


Oh ſhame thy ſclſe then tor tay neglect, 

and humble thy four tor thy avn-profici- 
C:.CiCs 

\ | Lake hnow totes rreafiure 

2, Do you certainly know wot treaſure 


yuu may nced >? When you go a journey, 
4 yul! 


CO — en 


4 -- 


Contr 4 
q'e0s dans 
eps, bil» 
lum ZerLe 
iurghodi: g; 
Aurt nec 
finer u 5 
don't, Be- 
Rt 2inttt- 
tiumierit : 
M edAuy0gmt 
n Arpoc, 
P. 198. 


Col, tet. 


Heart-Treaſure. 


you take money enough, becauſe you cannot 
ecl] bur you may be put to extraordinatric ex- 
pcnces: anderuly, 1n your journey to hea- 
vcn, yeu may be put to uncxpeed charges : 
You li:tle know what a day may bring torth: 
it nay bring folth a burden tor thy back ; 
God may cali y-uuto ſharp ſcrvice 1n a way 
of dutic and difticuitic.: You are fre to go 
through a Purgatoric ro glone ; the way to 
Heaven is ſtrait and narrow, and you muſt 
croud hard to get tn, and thruſt through : 
threwgh manifold temptations,and tribulations you 
muſt enter irto Heaven; Its an irrevocable 
Peerce of Heaven, that he that will live godly 
in Chriſt Jeſws , muſt ſuffer perſecution, We 
have had fair weather hitherto, bur the grea- 
ter ſtorm isbehtnd : we have nor yet refifted 
ro blood, but wee may be pur toir: Be you 
ſarc, as long as the Devil is in Hell, and An- 
tichiilt on carth, there wil be perſecutions 
raiſcd againtt the 'Church in ſome part of it 
or other, yea, and his dying blows may prove 
the heavielt tothe Reformed Churches : Woz 
to thoſe that are unprovided for that ſharp 
day ; On, what pircous ſhirking wil there 
be t » fave the $kin, and damn the loul> O 
Chriitians, get turnitht for this Encounter, 
wee little know whom it miy r{ach, or how 
lorg the ſkurm may Jatt : You h:d nced gee 
ſirengthened with all might—unto all pai- 
exce and long ſucering with 19) fulneſſe, lealt if 
your patience be ſhort, ano fuff-rings long, 
jou f.i] in the way, and fall {hort of your 
Crew); What a {ad pliglic arc thoſe Seas 
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men in that made but a {cant proviſion,and 


laying of Reverend Mr. Dod ; That this # the 


| difference betwixt a Chriſtian that s provided for 


| troubles, and one that is not z that the one are but 


blows on the Harneſſe, but the other are blows on 
Fleſh: eElian (aith, That Lybia wen ſlept 
with their Brots on becauſe of the Scorpions, that 
they might not #Þ1ng them: \We had necd alſo 
be well ſhod, or booted with the preparation of 


the Goſpel of Peace, i, &. With a dilpoſition and EPÞ5-15- 


rclolution to walk in the molt thornic way, 
and ſtinging company of wicked men, thar 
wee may follow the Lamb which way ſoever hee 
goeth: We had need tocount the coſt in the 
protcſſion of Religion, we donot know whar 
God may call usto do, or to endure. Great 
ſervices require great ſlrength, that we may 
neither be weary of , nor Weary in the Lords 
work, we mult lay in much, that we may lay 
out much for God » we Know nor what God 
wil call usrouſe : When 1ſrael was to ge 
out of e Zope, Moſes would take the Cat- 
tel, and nor leave an hoof behind : For , (aich 
ley wz know not with what we muſt ſerve the Lord 
till ws come thither, Exod. 10, 26, Therctorc 
mult they alſo b:rrow Jewels to be throughly 
ſucniſhed 3 and the Egyptians were more wil- 
lino to lend them, ſaith a Learned Man, be» 
canſe themſelves mere decked with Jewels , that 
they might be more acceptable to their fint-deck- 
ed Deities; fo you do not know with what 
ſort of graccs, or truths you mult ſcrve the 
Lord : onely !ct us get furniſhed with all in- 
{titutcd 
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ſtitutcd qualifcatiu, that we may be [0 4+ 
dorned and armed as tic Lord may take plea» 
ſure in us, and that wee may _ through 
{cryices and (ſufferings wich gloric to God, 
credit to Reitoion, aud co mMmfort to Our OW: 
ſoules : Tirzlc arc unwilc Chriſtians, thar 
Ioe heir tim? and arc not furntihed tor the 
Tempcſts of a Sea- VOYAge 3 fince no man 
knows what he muſt need. 


4. N-glc@ hercia is a diſhonour to God, 


and difparagernent ro the \Trealures of 
Grace E Ilhy __ thou being [4 the King F Son, 


[ray f: : Aay to a, '”, {a1 Tonadab [0 Ame 
2 $1 1-13 4. So lay 1 » Wacncc pro» 
ceeds this leannelle ? Is there not mcar c» 
n-uph at or Fathcrs I able? Store (uffici» 
Maſters Treaſuric > Do no It you 
( ply ?. an 
Trang aw If 2 report on tte good Land | p (0d is 
£ 
not an hard M aſter, bur diſtributes liberally 
an abundant dole of Grace: way then arc 
10 __ Iiking 10 Re v1glo! Tx; 
te r02{un is not God, but in Our {olvcs : 
lou ave nt [tra IgG 14 him, "ay 14 Jour 0s 
bowels, as Parl 'n anotiicr caſe, Now; as a 
Tccomp: m.Ce Of is Love tf9ccence, 
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| may be happic in the enjoyment of Him * 
[arc you atiratd of being happic ? who, vat 
| 50lith man would fi take 05 OWN MCre1tes 
| Shall Gud fet up an office of Grace in 
Chlirilt; at nd w_ m" dg! It 1© ales rake no no- 
tice of it? You cannot oricve lum worlc 


[Y 


(21411 CC) CEICU [11S infinice condeiccntion, 
2nd tender aftedion. It a mightic King: 


ſhould open his Treaſure -, and bid men 
:cime , and bring their baggs gy and take as 
much as they deftired , do you think they 
would regict this occaſion of eniuching 
chemſeives ? _ 10, they would rathe! 
terch bag aiter ba Sig {carCc:1Sany weary 
of taking m-oncy ad wich the. poor W0- 
MIN 1:1 1act edi orv, b:rrow Veſſels that may 
C!Kp b 37 {arger Fi reaſs - L, The God Of =! els» 
ven [ith made a olorious Proclamation of 
(cattcring precious Trealures ; Do you que- 


) * ' . ' A. 
ſton, whether he intends as he ſpeaketh ; 


God forbid; Or, do you fear bong wel- 
com: ? VWay) you arc molt welcome when 
you corre for the grcatclt ſhare ; Do you fcar 
unwortiinels will kinder you? Ifay, ſenſe of 
WWw.riinels will heip you to be Capable « 
oreater Recetts 7 5 you {ear thcle  Trea 1. 
lurcs of Heaven wil be exhauſted by the 
Myilads of ſoulcs tha | 

from ? Know it Si;s, 1 he Royal Exchequer 
33 as ici this dav, as oo was when Chiilt 
Was f1 it promiied, or the fiſt man faved ; 
tacte are riches of —_ , an 1-exnauilibie 
Pring : difiribucion doth not impair its 
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Heart-Zreaſure, 


doth rob ir of its innate and native light ; 
Oh then, why are our foules ſo poor and 
pining ? The Lord humble us that we have 
no more, when thercis ſo much to be had 
in our All-ſufhcient Treaſuric. 


CHAP. X. 


Inſtruftions, ſhewing how a graceleſſe hear: 
may obtain a Treaſure of good. 


Third Uſe is of Direftion, how a poor 

-Þ% ſoul may be furniſhed with a rich and 
{uicable hearr*treaſure, Now this is uſctul 
to ſinners and Saints, 'tis the latter ro whom 
I ſhali principally addreſs my (clf, But becauſe 
the crealure of true grace is abſolutely necel- 
fary, I ſhal lay down ſome few direCions for 
the gracele(s (oul, that it may have a right 
principle, without which it cannot bring forth 
one good thought, word, or work : this isthe 
habic without which there can be no gracious 
acts, this is the roor, without which there can 
be no fruit unto God, this is thar Rock to trade 
with, without which there can be no trading 
with God, or truc heaping up of the toremaen- 
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graces, heart-melting expericnces, or heart- 


'* ** chearing comforts: I know the School-men 
9%. 109 Nave large diſputes abour the gencrating, ac- 


5; widevs quiring,or infuſing of habits, as whether there 
I'o que t, 
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be any habits from nature ? or cauled by aQts, 
or by oc att ? or whether habirs be intuſcd 
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by God ? but we muſt diſtinguiſh berwixt in- 
feriour habits, that ate meerly natural, and 
ſpiritual, gracious habits that are ſupernatural, 
theſe are of an heavenly extratt and original, 
yet we areco wait upon God inthe ule of his SORES 
appoinred meancs, fo ſaith the Apoſtle, Phzl. c,;. —_ 
2.13, 13.— Work out your own ſalvation with do towards 
fear and trembling, for it is God which worketh their own 
wm you, beth to will and to do, of his own good —_ 
pleaſure : This text both contuteth the ſpecu- 7,5 "Caſe 
lutive free-willer, and- convinceth the praCti- of conc. 
cal loyterer, grace is to be had from God in p. 33— 
his way, though "cis not purchaſed by man's 
working. I purpoſely wave the School-mens 
voluminous diſputes concerning grace, and 
ſhall propound chele ſeven direftions ro poor 
oraceleſs ſouls 2 and they are plain and practi» 
cal duticss 

1. With-draw thy (elt from the World: 
at ſome times learn to ſequeſter your (elves 
from the cares, affaires, comforts, cumbers, 
and company here below, Do nor think you 
can hoard up in a croud, Satan loves to fiſh in 
troubled waters, but (o doth not Chriſt : the 
noile of Cains hammers in building Cities, 
drowns the voice of conſcience : A man ſhal 
belt enjoy himſelt alone: Solitary recefles are 
of ſingular advantage, both for getting and 
increaſing grace: Prov. 18, 1. Through de- 
fire a man having ſeparated himſelf, ſecketh, 
and intermedleth with all wiſdome : 1n this 
you may and muſt be ſeparariſts: let mc ad- 
vile you (and O thar I could prevail at leaſt 
thus far) to treat and entertain your ſclves 
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by your tclves: IC 1S a Wicked m: 
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O firs, yon little know what good effefts a 
ſerious conf1deration may produce. God pro- 
pounds it,S© men have practiled ir:as the great 
expedient to begin and promote repentance 2 
Conſider, what you came into the World for, 
whither you mult go it you die this moment, 
what a ſtate you were born- in, what is the 
need and nature of Regeneration, what is the 
worth and price of your immortal ſouls : 2nd 
through Gods bleſſing. thele rhoughes may 
lcavelome good impreſſions. 
at a Point concerning your ſtate be 
exact, and impartial, in (carching your hearts 
to finde out your ſtate, trifle not in this great 
work of fcl{-examination, be not afraid to 
know the wort: of thy {elf : make a curicus 
and critical hbcart=atiaatorav, Try whether 
Jelus Chriſt be in you. do as the Geld- 
{mich, who brings his Gold to the Ballance 3 
So do you weigh your {elves 1n the ballince 
of the SanQtuarie z judge not of your Itatc 
by the common opinion of others conccrn= 
Ing you , but by Scripture-CharaQers, and 
bring your vertues to the Touchſtone : pierce 
them through,to try whether rhey be genuine 
Graces, or moral Endowments : See whe- 
ther your T rcaſure be that Gold that's tryed 1s 
the fire, leC» 1m the fiery Furnace of affiiiiion axd 
perſecrtion, Oh, hew mar” are deceived 
with imaginaric fclicitics, and emptic A-u- 
riſh's > Take heed of being pur oft with 
gifts, inſtead of Grace 5 Conviſtion, inſtead 
of Converſton ; outward Reformation, in- 
ſtead of ſaving SanAification 3 which js the 
dam- 
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damning and _ of thouſands of ſonls : 
Why wil you not ulc as much diligence for 
your ſoules, as you'l do for your bodies, or 
eſtates > It your Bodie be in a dangerous 
diſeaſe, or your Eſtate at hazard in an 
intricate ſuir , you'l run and ride, and make 
friends, and pay any money to know, what 
ſhal become of them, and to ſecure them : and 
are not your foules more worth than a 
ſtiaking Carcaſle , or Dunghil-cſtare > Sirs, 
pole your ſelves with ſerious queſtions : 
Meart, how is it wich thee? Art thou renew- 
cd > Whar life of grace is inthee ? Are thy 
graces of the right ſtamp ? Whither art thou 
going? and ger diltinit and poſitive An- 
(wers to (ſuch queſtions as theſe + Let not 
thy treacherous heart dallie with thee; be 
not put oft with general hopes and ground- 
lefle conjectures : a man is eaſilic induced 
10 believe what hee would have ro be true, 
butrelt noc there; try further , make ic our, 
how itcomes to be (o, detec, and anſwer c- 
verie flaw in thy ſpiritual eſtare : 1ft thou 
canlſt not do this thy ſelf , make thy caſe 
known to {ome able Miniſter, or experien* 
ccd Chriſtian; ceil them bow things are with 
thee, beg advice; ask them how it was with 
their ſoules. and thou ſhalt inde much help 
this way. Yerafter all, ſuſpe& thine own 
heart : call in help from Heaven, deſire the 
Lordto ſearch thee, and be wi!ling co be ſft- 
edto the bran, ſearched to the bottors, David 
is ſo intent vpon tc, and fo ffraid of a mi- 
ſtake, rhat he uſerh chree emphatical words, 

in 
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in that challenze he makes tor his ſou'cs diſe P.- avi; 

quiſition, Pſalm 26, 2+ Examine me, O Loyg, [2 __ 

and prive mey try my reins axd my heart * Ihe _— a 

ficft word imporrs a viewing us as from a ya (eng 

watch-towers the ſecond word imports atem- agns/tere 

pting, or finding out a thing by queſtions, in» £2ſcvic 

quiry by ſignes, the laſt word impores tuch a "YZ - 

Iryal, as (cparates the droits irom the gold, %,;., aka. 

The dregs from che winez fo the Chrittian wt [14+ 

would be trycd, purged, that g acc may ap- $411 2,6;- 

pear true, ſincere} folid : and indeed) it's as © - 

much as your (ouls are wortii: Treretore ES - eg 

take the moſt cftcEtual courſe to clexr your 4 , 0 im 

ſtate ro your ſ(clves, and be nor. put oft wi h quibrre me- 

any anſwer, but what will be accepted by God t9/z 2x0, 

at the great day. | _—_ 
3. Murn oy-r thy empty heart : if you 

finde chings not right in y« ur own hearts la- 

ment your ſtare, cry out wirh a loud and bit- 

ter cry, as Eſas did whewr the bleſſing was 

gone ; lament and (ay woe and alas that ever 

[ was born ! that I have lived thus long witch 

out God in the World, at firſt entrance into 

it a Bankrupt, and eyecr ſince a ſpiritual beg- 

gar- Oh what will become of me, it 1 die in 


{ this eſtate ? there's but a ſtep berwixt me and 


death, and the next breath I breathe may be in 
everlaſting burnings. Ic is a wonier I un not 
burl'd into Hell betore wbis, what ſhall 1 4o 
to be ſaved? Is there any hope «& ſuch a 
wretch as I am? Oh that I could bathe my 
ſelt in brioy»reares of cyangelical repentance! 
On how ſhall I believe in Jcfus Chriſt, char 
| may receive remiſſion ot fins! crueit ir is, 
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ſirs you'l never be filled til you be ſenſible of 
{cul-cmprinetls ;. {piritual poverty is the Pro» 
logue and preparative to true foul-plenty : 
Goſpcl-ſorrow-widens the foul, and fo capa> 
citarcs it for grace : the Oile of grace is pou» 
red only intoa contrite heart : the Kingdome 
of God belongs to the poor un ſpirie, and we 
know) the beſt benefirs of this Kingdome are 


tn. Bern- jnternal, as righteouſneſs, peace, and joy un th: 


Hely Gheſt-: and.thelc as a rich trea'ure reple- 
niſh the penitent ſoul : for i is the ſorrowful 
ſoul whom God doth repleniſh. Fer, 31. 25. 
Therefore, you arc to endeayour to diſcover 
the nature of fin, and danger therein, the 
wrath of God hangings over your heads for 
it: it you were pricked in your hearts, with 
a pinching pain, you would be reſtleſs til you 
had obtained an intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt, if 
your ſouls were weaty and heavy laden, you 
would not be content til you had laid the 
ſtreſs of all upon an infinite Saviour: if the 
I ord would help graceleſs finncrs theſe wo 
ſteps, to ſce that they are yer graceleſs, and 
diſcerntheir miſery in being {o, that were an 
hopctul gradation towards converſion: did 
you (ec your (tate, you could not but bewaile 
ir, and makc out for a change : and did you 
{ce the precious nature of the foul, ard that 
grace that isto fill ir, you would not be ano- 

ther day without its 
4. Empty thy heart of all! corruption ; oh 
cicanſe that þlchy fink of all fin, purge your 
{elves from all filthine(sborth ot flcſh and (p'- 
rit: thake hands with that fin that _ 
the 


{ 


ee ets as. Ah 


— 


the ba 
and th 
fin wh 
life up 
Cleanſe 
yee don 
thy he 
ins th 
and mr 
Veſſel 
led wit 
in, hin 
the hea 
though 
motior: 
a Man 
Veſſel 
the Mal 
work, 
the Lor 
to (ear 
your fi] 
Ces anc 
your le 
the puc 
Devils f 
dering t 
this ble 
laſts fo 
damnin 
polirior 
bodic 0 


) bers the 


by the r 


TI Wh . a — = 


' | andthy(oul: lay afideevery weight, and the | 


—” 


— 


| the puddle of fin, and (wallowing down the 


damnin® corruptions for ſoul-pertuming dife 

polirions : if you cannot pur off the whole | F 

bodie of fin, yet you arc to cut off che mem- 1 
} ders thereof, you ought indced to ſtub up (in 
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the bancs of marriage betwixt Jclus Chriſt, 


ſin which doth ſo cafily beſet you, and then Heb.12, | 
life up your cies and heart to Jeſus Chriit : x 
Cleanſe your hands yee ſinners, purifie your hearts | 
zee double-minded ; empty this dirty houſe of J==» 

thy heart, that the King of Glory may cnter | 
ins throw out the Devils bouſe-hold ſtuff, | | 
and make room for a new Inhabicant : the 
Veſſel muſt be emptied, or it can never be fil- 

led with ſaying good : for that which is with 1ntue exi- 

in, hinders any thing elſe cntring: and alas = prohi. 

the hearr is ful of vain conceits, and worldly ,.," 

thoughts, and filchy luſts, which keep off good © 

motions, keep out good diſpoſcions, Now if 

a Man purge himſelf from rheſe, he ſhall be a 

Veſſel uato honour, (anftified, and meet for 

the Maſters uſe,and prepared unto every good 

work, 2 Tim. 2. 31. Let me cntreat you for 

the Lords (ſake, and for your own fouls lake, 

to ſearch and (weep every duſty corner of 

your filchy hearts. Lec notrchis crain of gra» 

ces and treaſure of truths be alwaies waiting 

your leiſure, whiles you are wallowing 11 


Devils {weet,but dangerous, Pils of ſoul-mur- 
dering temptations ; Oh be willing rd make 
this bleſſed exchange, to part wich thy baſe 
laſts for a precious Chriſt, to forgoe ſoul- 


dy the rqots, but you may lop off its branch- 
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es: you may abate {ia in part, by contrarie 
attings, knowledge doth remoye ignorance, 
as lighc doth darkacls, grict abates pleaſure, 
and tcar boldneſs in ſf1naing, patience daunts 
phony and faſting tames unrulic luſts, theſe 
you may do, and theſe may be good prepas 
rativestothistreaſurc: For as one ſaith,when 
the ſtrength of a Feaver is abated by phylical 
meanes, a Man is diſpoſed towards health; 
and plowed ground is (at leaſt) matcriallic 
prepared for {ced ; though God is not bound 
then to fow the feeds of ſaying grace, yet 
thou hait encouragement, that thy labour ſhal 
not be in vain; - ule theſe meancs, and tric the 
iflue, endeavour to caſt off theſe works of 
carkneſs, and to put 0» the armony of light, yea 
labiur to pat off the old Man, and to put 01 the 
ew, at lealt do what you can to waſh your 
hearts from hithinels, that your yain thoughts 
may rot lodge within you, Jer, 4. 14, Thar 
you may have a {aying treaſure of holy me- 
ditations. 

5+ Bc gleaning in Gods Field, be filling 
your {acks inthe divine granary of Ordinan- 


* CCS; The way for Rath to be well laden was to 
Clean 1a Boazs Field, among the Sheaves near the 


Reajers : the atria chs mult have recourſe to 
Jeſephs Score-houles tor proviſion ; and where 
may we exp(ct {upply, bur in Gofpel-Ordi- 
nanc:s? tho'e | carales Fratre | Chanre's of 
rrace; the Poſts of witdome, the. Garden 
WicrC (uci precious Spices grow, the O!: chard 
whire the {uul may ve loaden with the fruws 
et nohiemiinels, Ordinances arc the Lords 
Camp, 
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| Camp, where this Heavenly Manna falls ; they 


are the grees paſtares, where we may til aud 
fcafts our ſoulcs,the Galleries where the King 
ot Heaven takes his walks, and here thc 
Chriltle(ſe ſoul may mect with him : this is 
like Solomons Houſe of the forreſt of Lebanox, 
builded for an Armoric , whexc the naked 
ſoal may bc furniſhed with Shiclds and Spzars; 
offenſive and defenfive weapons to fortifie the 
ſoul againſt rhie ficrceſt on-ſers of the great 
Abaddos : It your loules be ſick, of love , here 


you may finde Flaggons of precious [tquor ro re- v9 


vivc your fainting ſpirits, diſpenſcd by the 
Lords Stcyyards : It you fit under this Ap- 
ple=tree y you ſhall be wnder its ſhadow with 
great delight , . and the fruir thereof will 
be ſweet co your. taſte : O thenſeck Chriſt 
in the broad-wajes of publick Ordinances, 
and goc your waies forth by thelc forr- 


ſteps of the flick, Search this Pear! in the 


held of Goſpel-diſpenſations, and your 
ſoules ſhal be trulie enriched thereby : *cis 
by theſe Ordinances, through which , as by 
golden Pipes , that precious oyl 1s conveyed to w 
from that frunful Olive , Teſm Chriif, O do 
not leaveoft Ordinances, as ſome con:circd 
Profeſſors that boaſt they arc above them : 
ſor it yon (et the Ciftern above the Cock , it wil 
never be full ; and theretore you muſt have 
a revercat eltcem of the Lords appointments: 
prepare your (elves, and frequent ſoul-fil - 
ling Ocdinanccs : live till within the ſound 
of Aarons Bells, and beg of God that Aarons 
Ro4 may brirg forth the buds of grace in your 

3 immortal 


Song.-.5 - 
SONG. 2.5 
Verſe 2 

Chap. 3.2 
Chay.1.5, 
Z:ich4q 12. 


102 


Mir.Lee,on 


Snlomens 


Te my/e > 


£.3P.9. 


P48. 266. 
Num,17.8, 


al ſup A 


Heart Treaſure, 


immortal ſoules: The Red of Aaron (as one wel 
obſerves ) may ſignifie the Miniſtric | Effes 
five } as to the cttcQs it produceth , by the 
bleſſing of God bringing foreb buds, bloſſomer, 
and ripe Nuts all at once, I. ©, ſaith he , prectons 
bads of grace, bloſſomes of heavenly joy, and holy 


fruits of righteouſneſſ: e,and new Obediexce : Onely 


let me intreat you to Wait upon an heart- 
{carching Miniſtrie, that the tecrets of your 
heart may be maniteſt, and conſcience may 
be pricked z Be not affraid of a Boaverges, bur 
gladlie wclcome the ſharp rebukes of your 
Soules-fricends, it may be fitteſt for your 
{leepic or ſeared Conlcienccs. Tis ſaid of the 
Almond» tree (of which Aarons Rod Was) that 
the Rind thereof is bitter, bat the Kernel 1s wer 
delicions, andthe ole preſt out of it wery Phy- 
fical, and of mnch wer:ne; jult ſuch are the 
claſtifing words of a round-dealing Mini- 
flric, birrer ar prefent, but profitable afcer- 
wards : and oblerveit, they arc ordinarilic 
the fc un;'eſt Chrifttans that are trained under 
the moſt plain and piercing preaching; there- 
cre I cirreat you, lay your ſelvesdireftlie 
under the Hammer of the Word, tobe fra- 
med by the Lord according to his will : 

O ler 


6. Studieand improve Free grace ; 
your thoughts dwel much upon Gods inhnite 
condeſcertion and uniimirced invitation of 


poor finners : Sce whar YOu! ſuc; our Of Ifa, 
55-1. and John 7,57. and Rev.22,17. Whor 


ſeever will, let him take the watery of |'fe freely ;; 
there's no bar to your admiſnien , but what 
your (elves make : Chriſt Jciu, includes you 
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Heart-Treaſurt, 
' in Goſpel-tenders , Oh do not exclude your 
| {elyes: the Great Shepheard calleth his ſheep 
by name, Johu I0,43. How 1s that » but by 
ſpeaking expreſlie ro their Caſc > as if he 
ſhould ſtrike che troubled heart upon the 
ſhoulder, and fay, here's comforr for thee ; 
what if thy name be nor chere, yer the propo- 
ficion is univerſal, he that believeth, ſhall be ſa- 
ved : thouſands of poor ftnners have yearn» 
red their (onles upon ſucha word, and never 
any miſcarried that caſt rhemſclves into the 
armes of Chriſt : you have no reafonto (uf- 
peCt acceptance , it you come to him, ' you 
have all the grounds of incouragement ima- 
ginable, A Phyſician offereth cure to all 
chat will come, it were madneſle to ſtand off, 
and ſay, I know nor whether he intenderh ir 
for meorno: it men were readie to periſh in 


—_— — 
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deep waters, and a Boat ſhould be oftcred to 
carrie them to land, that would come into ir, 
ic were an abſurd thing to diſpute, whether ir 
be for us? If a pardon come from the King 
for a'companie of condemned priſoners, and 
they ſhall all have benefit by ir , it they will 
out accept of ir, what mad man would rctuſc 
it and queſtion , whether the Prince intend 
him parricularlie. Since his name is inclu- 
ded 1n the general grant ; Surelic men would 
not {o fondlic caſt away themſelves in temp 3- 
rals: and who would be ſuch a fool in the c- 
verlaſting concernments of his precious ſoul 2 


The way here is not ro Diſpute, bur Believe : 
Is not Jeſus Chrift our ſouls Phyſitian ? and 
are not we lick ? Is not the Goſpel-delign of 
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104 Heart-Treaſure. 
Grace, a plank after ſhip- wrack ? and are no* 
wedrowning ? Are not we condemned Ma« 
Ieta&ors at the Bar of Gods Juſtice ? and doth 
not God graciouſlic tender to us the Redem- 
ptio;: ſo dearlic: purchaled by our precious 
Saviour ? and why then ſhould wee torſak:s 
our cwn mcrcies ? why will you be cruel to 
your own ſoulcs:? It it were in temporals, 
ycu would put our the hand and be very rea+ 
fa 2e. 6 die for receivinge, It you fit ata Fealt , and 
Pro 9-1.2- there ftang a diſh upon the Table that you at- 
Cans» fect, though al: the companic be free ro make 
uſe ot it, yet yo-. layy here's a diſh for. mc,and 


IR 
3 ho _ vou think ir good maunncts to feed hcartilic 
Jenple gyor it, Without (cruples and diſpurcs of be- 
vis”? jog Welcome {11:ce you were freelie invued 
_— "205 Dy your rGbie Friend ; Our Lord Je'us hath 
Ol madc a Feaſt of fat thugs, aid -hach biddenn 
fr, on his Guells : he invires you tocat and drink a-* 
which it. bundantlic : Oh do not you make Apolo- 
— = ves for your abſence from this Golpel tcaſt ; 
me body When hc invites, a2 not you queſtion wherher 

me he means as lic fpcaks, but fall ro, and make 
Tem7octo a J;ng.rme, 43d take your ſbarc of this Pro- 
a 7? yition; Ican afſurc vous he hath not an cvil 
hes. CYC , he doh not grudge, you. this beever!j 
re's of AJame; Nav, zaticr than ynur loules ſhall 
, {amiſh, [10 trecly g1V Cs YOU his ferjt axd blood 
(1*© '- to npUriſh your ,poor Immortal toules : Oh 
on you that baye,torn;his fleſh with the teeth 
 & 


of cru] p:r{ccution,of kianfelf and his mem- 
Tc, en bets! You hat have crampicd upon his 
"Y, 7M. blood With rhe-feer of an ogdious and abomi- 
© ? babie convaſation! You he calls t0 car hi 
7: 
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feb and drink bis blood by. farth in bim., and 
improvemert of him, that your foules may 
live z You that have deſpiſed riches of grace, 
T rcaſurcs of grace are opencd for you: You 
that have fought againſt Jelus Chriſt all your 
daics with all your might, he invites you tO 
be his Souldiers, and be will lovinglic enrer- 
tain you, as it,you had never been 1n rebellt- 
on againlt the King of Kings : will not this 
mecle and move yourto yield your ſclyes un- 
to your dear and loving Lord ? I beſeech you, 
take theſe things into your ſerious thoughts, 
and accept of: Jclus Chriſt : onelie prelume 
not by dreaming of application of Chriſt 
wichout ſeparation from fin : take a whole 
Chriſt to ſanctific thy heart as well as juſtihe 
thy pcflon, to purific conſcience as well as 
pacific wrath ; Take Chriſt aright , miſtake 
him not, leaſt you be wotullic miſtaken to 
your etcrnal 'undoing : You need a whole 
Chriſt, anda broken heart will not be con- 
reut with a divided Saviour ; cis the whoriſh 
heart that will diyide, a fincere ſoul mult have 
all, he nccds: grace as well as peace: indeed 
there's nothing of Chriſt uſcleſle, every part 
of this Lambof God is of abſolure neceſicic 
rothe indigent foul : and true faith takes him 
in all his mediatorie Latitude : *tis as dange- 
rous to.divide Chriſt belicved on, as the heart 
believing : therefore ſtir up your ſelves to a 
dane confdcration of free Grace, and ap- 


pitcation of it in the right Goſpel-way of 
Believing, 


. Bc 
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7. Be humble Petitioners at the Throne of 


Grace; Beg bard art the ates of Mercy for a 
large dole of Heayenlic Riches : eA%, if that 

will not do, Seek ; it ſeeking avail not, Knock, 
and yvu ſhall be (ure to preyail * the choiceſt 

riches of Heaven may be had for asking, and 

if they be not worth that, they are worth no 

thing z God loves importunate Beggars : 
there's libertic of petitioning in the Court of 
Heaven; *cis no bad manners there to heap 

ſuir upon ſuir : the oftner you come, the ayel- 

Compare Comer you arc : He will give the Holy Spirit 30 
Mar.9.11, ther that acke it, and that's a good thing in 
with Luke Gods account, and ſhould be 1n ours; for it 
11-13. enricheth the Soul with an abundant Trea- 
ſure. - O beg the Spirit of God , open your 

months wide and he will fill them : We ſhould 

chink our ſelves made tor ever » if we. might 
buthave what we can ask : But the truth is, 

we cannot ask ſo much as God is able and wil- 

ling to give wm, Epheſ, 3+ 19, 20, Therefore 

Sirs, ſtir up your hearts to dc fire Grace, open 

theſe windows of your Soules : lit up your 

ſelves to God upon theſe wings of Deſires, 

and fetch a Treaſure from Heaven into your 

eve ®'> hearts: Strong deſires are real Praiers, and 
quits ' ſhallpreyail, for they nor onlie capacitate the 
{out for grace, but lay ir direQtlie under the 
Promile, Matth, 5.6. Detlire 15 the Souls pul - 

lies, that wind it upto Heaven, and is the 

Souls ſtomach, that receives Heaven into the 
Chriſtian : therefore pray hard z Do not you 

{ee and hear the pathetical cries of poor Beg- 

gare, backed with Rihccorical arguments of 
Loarcs 
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ſoares,and nakedneſs,at your doors,and in the 
Road? Goe you and do likewiſe , fill the 
cares of God with mightie crics, take node- 
nial, give God no reſt, till you have your 
ſhare in ſpiritual Bleſſings: tell God you will 
not be put off with the tranſicnt good things 
of this wicked world :-tell him he hath better 


things than theſe ro beſtow upon Children : 


Crowns 8 golden Mines are but crumbs caſt 
to Dogs; tell himrthou comeſt co him for a 
Childes portion : and it he will bur give chee 
a treaſure of grace in thy heart, and reſerve 
atrcaſure of gloric for thee in Heaven, thou 
wile refer matrers of the world to him , and 
he ſhall do for thoſe things as he ſces good z 
whether he give thee lefle or more ot the 
Mammon of unrighteouſneſſe, avy thing or no« 
thing : tel] che Lord he hath betruſted theſe 
txlents of grace with unworthic Creatures 
and great Sinners; and if thou be worſe than 
any that ever yet partak't thereof, yet tell 
him, he dorh not ſcll theſe precious Com- 
modities to men deſerving, but give them to 
craving ſinners, and thou art one, that needs 
as much as any - tell him thou never yet 
heardeſt that he refuſed ro give them to any 
that ſought them for Chriſts ſake, with a 
broken heart above wordlie treaſures : rell 
him, that himſelf hath promiſed, his Son hath 
purchaſed, his Spirit will freely convey thelc 
Goſpel-riches into thy heart, ard if he will bat 
{peas the word, the thing ſhall be quickly 
done. Tell the Lord, yet once again, what a 
Monument he will thereby raiſc to his own 
gloric, 
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glorie, it he will fill thy (oul with this Trea- 
{ure, he will thereby make known the riches 
of hisgloric on a poor Veſlſcl of Mercy : And 
whereas now thou art an uſcleſs Veſſel, wher- 
in the Lord can have no pleaſure, by whom 
he can have no profit or honour 3 Yet. it he wil 
be pleaſcd ro own and crown thy foul with ſa- 
ving grace , he may then take delight in thee, 
and relt in his love towards thee : and when 
he hath bleſſed thee with (piricoal bleſſings 
in Heavenly things —Thecn chou wilt be ro 
the prailc of the glorie of his grace, Eph.1.3.6. 
Thus come, thus pour out your hearts like 
water before the Lord, lic day and night at 
the Throne of Grace, it's worth all this pains 
in ſecking ; wil not you do as much as Eſau 
for this bleſſing? he took pains to hunt for 
Veniſon, that Iſaac's ſoul might bleſs him,and 
miſſiag of ic, he life up his voice, and crizd 
with a great and cxcceding bitter crie, re» 
doubling his requeſt with an affeQionate Ec- 
cho. Bleſs me, even me alſo, Q my Father : 
the words are very remarkable, and have as 
notable an Emphaſis, as almoſt is to be found 
in Scripture, and will you be worſe than pro- 
phanc Eſau? O firs, it you knew your {ouls 
wan, and the worth of divine things, your 
p:aycrs wou:d have an other accent, and be 
pit up with more feryencicthan uſuallie they 
arc: and you might have hopes to (pecd : fo 
ſaich the wiſe Man, if thou cricſt after know- 
ledge, and Iitreſt up thy voice for underſtand= 
12g. If thou ſcekeſt her as (ilver, and ſearch- 
(ſt tor hzr as for hidden treafſurcs, then ſhalr 
thou 
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Heart-Treaſure, | 
thou underſtand the fear ot the Lord, & finde 


| the knowledge of God : Prov, 2, 3,4, 3» 


| 
| 
| 


Before I break off chis ſubject, let me preſs 
a little upon you the wholſome councel of our 
dear Savionr, Revel. 3,18, 1 councel thee to buy 
of me, Gold tried in the Fire, that thou maiſ# be 
rich, &c. Conſider 1, Whar is your cltate 
naturallic, and without Chriſt, you may ima- 
ovine great things, but God knows there is 
no {uch matter, as he ſaith to this ſelf-concei- 5 Tg. 
ted Church of Laodicea, Verſ.17 T hox ſaiſt I TAL05F & 
am rich — and know'ſt not that thow art wretched, Tx\.go 
miſerable,poor blinde,naked: he heapes up many ( Sync. 
words to aggravate their beggarlic ſtate : rhe TAS 
graceleſs ſoul is 1,wretched, z.e. prefſed with {ers #: 
fickneſs, miſcrie and calamitie,over-whelmed nGeos |y- 
with reproach, over-thrown 1n conflifts, can- &us, * 
not ſtir hand or foot for God, being alwaies 
oycr-born by his Maſter, Satan: 2. He is miſer» 5 {xxavis 
able, z, e, though he ſtand in abſolute need of 
divine help and mercie, yer he is unworthie 
and deſticute of ic ; God wil have no mercic 
on this woful obje&t, ſo that the forlorne ſoul 16i.1y.x1; 
may be called Lo-rahamab. 3, The ſinner is Holea 1.6: 
poor, #.e. in extream necefſitic, hath not a 119X0&5 
bit or m-r[el of brown Bread, but begs from | 19%, mcg 
door to door, theſe poor fouls are readie ro a rt, 
famiſh and pinc , avd ſhall have no reliet. 1ypx;s * 
4, Blinde, chis is a ſad aggravation y when 
a Man muſt wandcr for bread to relieve his 
{onl,yet knows nct whither to go,nay Knows 
not that he needs ro go, is nuſerable, and |, -.* 

| XGv , 

knows it not ; Yea further he is, 5- Naked, 5g umcu- 
expolcd to the injuries of weather, and laſhes tem b5b: ue 
of 
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of Men; thus is the poor ſoul deſticute of the 
wedding Garment. Chriſts righteouſneſs has 
ving only a naked skin to fortifie againſt the 


wrath ct God, the curſe of the Law, and tor- | 


mentings of conſcience, and what can this 
availe the wretched miſcreant ? Let a man be 
the richeſt Potcntate under Heaven, yer if he 
be graceleſs, he is thus wretchedlic poor ; no 
rongue can expreſs the miſerie of an unrege- 
nerate Perſon; There are (even words in He- 
brew that ſignific poor, and they are all appli« 
cablc to a poor Creature without Chrift and 
grace, 1, Heis(traitened in the abundance 
of outward ({uſhiciencie, with a griping con* 
ſcience ; and greedie graſping after ſhadows. 
2+ His goods are diminiſhed, and he is grown 
a bank-ruprt in Adam, vain inventions have 
walted a fair cſtate, and dailie weaken the 
reliques of natural light. 3, He is oppreſfled 
with intollerable labour, grinding in the De- 
vils Mil, toiling in worle than Egyptian thral- 
dome, without any relict for his famiſhing 
ſoul. 4, He is of a dejefted minde, like the 
Serpent, going with his bellic torhe duſt, a 
degenerate Plant, the worlt part of the Crca-» 
tion, the baſcſt of Creatures, the taile, and 
not the head. 5. Beſides all this he is afflit- 
ed ſpiricuallic with ſuirs, hacred, exile, impri- 
ſonment, God himſclt commencerh (uit a» 
gainſt him, harcs him, baniſberh himtrom his 
prelence,delivers him over into Satans hands, 
by whom he is led Captive, at his pleaſure. 
6. He is alwaies needie, deſires ail things, bur 
hath nothing, cannot be content, ſnarching 
Ol 
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on the right and let hand, yer is neyer (atis- 
fied, boundleſs in motion towards a wrong 


obje&, that increaſerh his thurſt. 7, He is 4 
empric both of vertucs, which' are the riches Faw 


of the minde, for though he may have ſome 
moral accompliſhments, yer they are but 
[ Splendzda peccatas | more ſplendid and ſhi- 
ning ſins, without grace; and alſo he is deſti» 
tute of the World, tor having a curſe and nor 
Gods bleſſing therewith,it doth him no goad; 
nay it is bis bane, being both a ſnare, and a 
poiſon, and aggravating ſin, and increaſing 
bis torment, baving a (adder account to make 
another day : this and much worſe is the con- 
dition of a gracele(s heart, out of which ir is 
councelled! @Qh who would tarrie one hour in 
ſuch a wretclied ſtate, the Lord be merciful to 
you, atd pluck you out of the Sodom of unrc- 
gencracie, leſt you periſh crernallie. 

2. Conſider the ſtate into which you are 


councelled, for this end obſerve, 1. Who is ai.y. 6. 


your Councellour, Jeſus Chriſt, who indeed 
is the onlie Councellour, the wiſdome of the 
Father, who beſt underſtands the Law of hea- 
ven, and what wil ſtand you in ſtead, in the 
Court of God; he that might command you 
into Hel, doth councel you for Heaven; he 
that died for you, opens his heart to you; be 
that wil (peak to the Father for you, intreats 
you to make uſe of him as your onlic Advoe 
care. 2. Confider what and who you are 
and have bcen, that are thus councelled, ene» 
mies to his grace, in whom he might glorifie 
his juſtice, and caſt you headelong into the 
Pir, 
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Pit, and there's an en of you perſons thar 
; have been a provocation all your daics, that 
have reliſted, quenched, grieyed,vexcd his ho- 
lie ſpiric, crampled Chriſt under foor, ſerved 
Satan and your {cives; beftiold he pours our 
his words unto you, yea he oftets to pour his 
ſpiric into yoa : it'is the voice of an infinite 
God, to a motcal hnftul Man, Unto you, O mts, 
[ call, ana my voice is tothe Sons of Men, Prov, 
8.4, And 3. Conſider, what he councelsro, 
"tis to a rich and precious putrchale: O yee 
great purchaſrs, here's a bargain for you, aort 
of a piece ot Lang, bur che Kingdome, nor 
at Earic but an Heavenlie Kingdome, not a 
fair Houte ro live in here, bur eternal man{;- 
ons 1n the He zyens 2 come, ſtrike up the bar- 
"OM  gaingbid treely.huc whar muſt you give ? mo- 
Tubet eme.. EY, Or moneys worth ? no,worldly treaſures 
Ye ox pre- Are dr ls here, money beares no maſtery, the 
cio, ſed price is fallen to juſt n thi ing, ſhal 1 ſay na- 
—_— ting? vou arc to give aWay your {1s, and 
bu eng; give God your (clves, yet that's no price, bce 
care abud Caulc it bearcs no proportion to (uch reccits 3 
Dewm. Pas, grace and glory are Gods gitt, yet God puts 
' Z%, this hon-ur np2n ſuch as honour him by bee 
lieving, as though they buy what they enjoy : 
Ler every ſoul make this cheap purchale : Bur 
it ic be (»cheap) is ic not of little worth ? wil 
It nor prove accordingly > what is the pur- 
cha(c;. and what is it o00d f x? Thar bri 'g$ 
inthe four things, viz, the things purchaſe 
areablolucely neceflary & benefic 1al, 1. Gold. 
2. Rayment. 3. live (alve, 4. Evcry one ac- 
compliſhcth a notable cad,comike ricia,cloarl 
a::d 
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Heart-Treaſure. 


dregs and dimneſs of the Eyes, this grace ba» | 


niſheth the dark miſts from the ſoul , and 
makes ir ſee clcarly the ſtate of our bearts, 
the evil of ſin, and exccllencic of the things 
of God : aright underſtanding of divine My» 
ſteries is a mercy worth praying for and pri- 
zing: This is the only lcarning, book-I:ar- 
ning and brain-knowledge are not worth nra* 
ming in compariſon of this, for this anmoxt- 
ing will teach yon of all things : 

Well, Sirs, I am loath to leave this Sub» 
ject til I have prevailed with you, ro make 
it your main bufincl{l: tro look after this di- 
vine Trealure, O that Jelus Chriſt were tor- 
med 1n your hearts , and the life of grace 
were begun in your foules, it that be wrought 
you'l be fic for all conditions , witkour it, 
you'l be fic for nothing, and nothing can ſuit 
you, you wil make no ſhift 1n a hard time, 
and you know nor how to improve happy 


' times, a day of aflition will {wallow you 


up, remptation wil overthrow you, mercics 
wil encreaſe your cvile, judoments drive you 
ro deſpair ; you cannot buckle ro the ealteſt 
Duties, nor apply the (wcerelt Promiles, and 
how wil you come oft in the great dav of Ac- 
counts > Whether wil you go for help, and 
where will you leave yourglorie ? 
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Heart-Treaſure! 
CHAP. XI, 


ad 

- General Directions, to help Chrifttans how to get g| 
Ve a Treaſure of holy T hongbts. | | 
ot Y principal deſign isto lay down a Di- 
AE reorie for the people of God, and 


+. | becauſe this is a buſincls of great moment, 
conſequonce, and concernment, to have,keep, 
b. { ule, improve, and encreale an Heart-rreaſure; 
- | Ifhall be the larger upon it, aud rank whac 
ii. | I have to ſay under thele tour Topicks or 
r- | Heads, 


(1. How ſhall a ſoul be furniſhed with a 


r Treaſure of good thoughts. 

_ 2. How ſhall a Chriſtian lay up Truths, 
_ Viz Graces, Comforts, and Experiences ? 
Dy 1 3, How may a Chriſtian preſerve and 
Ou mncreaſe this Treaſure ? 

es | 4+ How muſt a treaſured Son! draw ont, 
oY L and make uſe of his Treaſure, 

eſt 


ad To begin with the firſt, which is this: What 
courſe ſhall a Chriſtian take to hoard up a 
treaſure of holy thoughts > This is the good 
treaſure chiefly intended intheTexr,and I (hal 
be the larger upon this Head. To this cad I 
ſhal propound thele ten DireCtions : 

1, Work upon your hearts the reality & ra- 
rity of the things of God; get throughly can- 
ol vinced thar there are (uch things to be had, & 
'* 4 that they are worth laying up; You mult look 

| I 2 uport 


346 Heart-Treafure, 


uponDivine things as infallibly certain,and in- 
comparably excellent : rhole were accounted 
ſenſual and bruiciſh Philoſophers, that ( to!- 
lowing Epicarms) placed mans chick happi- 
nefs in matters of {cnic, as profit, pleaſure, 
honour—PBur choſe ware the molt (ublime, 
and ( in aſort ) Divine, that placed the ( ſum- 
mum bonum, or) chick good, in what 1s above, 
or oppoſite tolenſe, as in the g00d things of 
the minde, and moral vertuc ; Can Heather 
by che light of nature and reaſon ſcea reality 
& exccllency in things 1nviſible to ſenſe,8: ſhal 
not Chriſtians much more ? it is a ſhame for 
a Saintytnlightned by che Spirit, to be 10 bleare 
3 Cor.2.10. p,27 as notto (ee atar off, or view {pi 'rual 
2 Per.1. 9, 7 
objedts : ; risthe duty and property via Chri- 
ſtianto over-lock thinss that are {eeryand in- 
rently to be hold things nocfecn, 2 Cor, 4, 18. 
O Sirs, could you as really (cc wit) ! af{piiitue 
al eye {piritual goo:s, as you can Wit 1 Your 
natura! eyes beho!: a CO! poral objz&s , what 
an 2dyantave wouid 1: bu toyou? Could you 
make Goſpel-mytl terics, and merciesas (en- 
{ual co YOUr [el vCs) as 2 rich mans Bags and 
Lands are to him, what an excecding help 
would !t be? This made Moſes forſake che 
viſible glory of e/£gypr, and endure intolle- 
rablc things inthe Wilderneſle, tor he ſaw 
him tharw a$ 1nyilil ble, Heb, 11. 27. Thus 
Cl:-.".;ans are to reaiize Divine Things, and 
acct highly of them, for no man wilt 
trealure up that which he accounts not as 
molt excellent, rhe making light of Goſpel- 
grace, is the great reaſon why ſo many £0 
with= 
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wil your graces and dutics cbb and flow, riſe 


Hear t-Treaſure. 


wichout it,ſo *cis ſaid in/Matth.23.5.the bidden 
oueſts macie light ct ir, or as the word fignt- 
hes, they would nor take it into their care 
and thouzhts,they lookt upon it as not worth 
looking ater : I am per:waded unbelict, or 
want of a through, {etled and eftetual per- 
{waſion of the trach of the Goſpel, and rea- 
lity of what good is contained in the pro- 
miles, is the root of that groſs Atheiſme, and 
wiltul negte& in the World ; you arc to give 
your ful afſcnt to the things of God,to ventare 
your {ouls upon Scripture-principles, Gods 
zpſe dixit mult be in ſtead of all che demon- 
{trations in the World, you muſt center and 
anchor your ſelves upon that impregnable 
Rock (Scriptums eft) It is written, and though 
you cannot finde a reaſon of the things be- 
lieved, yer this is tobe accounted a ſufficient 
realon of your belict, viz. God hath ſpoken 
them, and you may ſatelic tralt your ſouls 
upon his word, tor he cannot hr, he is wil-r 
thanto be deceived, and [ic 15 mare rignre- us 
than to deceive : you may ſafct'* lay the {treſs 
of your ſouls upon his wot d : {.) :har © could 
perſwade you to this, 49 nt put--2t theſe 
things with a flight nc:'9 and conjecural 
opinion, bur advance to the ric'iÞ; of the tuit 
aſſurance of anJerſtanding , that's an high 
word, but you cannot be too ſure abour theſe 
things, your ſtrongeſt confidence may be bat- 
tered , your perſwafton may ſtagger , and 
therefore ger as well rooted as you can, for 
according to the degrees of your aſhance, 
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Cr fall; And you muſt not only belicye the 


Rom. 9-31. truth of them, bur urge them upon your 


own hearts, as Par! ſaith, fo ſay you, Whar 
ſhall I ſay to theſe things 2 are they true, or 
arc they nor? are they worth thinking of, or 
are they not > have I an intereſt in them, or 
have I not O my ſoul let me preſs theeto 
the ſerious view of heavenly. objects they are 
choice things, and deſerve our (tudy , rare 
wherein few have intereſt, yer abſolutciie ne- 
ceſlatie wherin all muſt have aſhare, or they 
are undone for cver: T at's the firſt dirction, 

2+ Reſerve chy heart for, and reſign np 
thy heart whollie to God : he calls for it, 21 
Son give me thy heart, Prov, 23,26, Lec not 
thy dcareſt comforts,rclations or companions 
have a ſhare in thy ſoul, this is the chict tri- 
bute that's due to God, rob not God of any 
Part of it, clip nor the Kins of Heavens coin, 
but you may and mult Jet out your hearts 
ſolelie and whollie to God, and things above, 


$Clr.29.3 asthe lines go to the center ; David had fer 


IM 
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his affteftions to. the houſe of his God, and 
therefore his thoughts were vehemently care 
ried out af;er thoſe things, that made him of» 
fer ſo much, and offer ſo willingly : the ſame 
man of God praies, Pſal. 86,11, Unite my 
heart to fear thh Name, the word imports a 
making his heart one, he would nor have an 


heart, and an heart; a divided heart 1s no 


God-fcaring heart : He that would patch up 
a contentment both of God, and the Crea- 
tare, ſhall go without a ſolid treaſure, for the 
Creature cannot, and God will not fall ſuch 

an 
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Heart-Treaſare, 


an heartleſs heart: Beſides, love, ſaith one, is 
tor one object, like a Piramid, it ends in a 
point, attcQtion is weakened by diſperſion, 
as a River by bcing turacd into many Chan= 


nels: You cannot {crve two Malters, he that 


wculd have a trcalute of any thing intends 
chat onlie , he contrats his aftaircs into a 
narrow compals, and makes that his [ 76 
&yov | his onlic work: So muſt you Knit 
your thoughts rogether, and tix them upon 
this onlic objcet : 'tis a dangerous thing to 
divide the aftcCtions betwixr God and the 
World, like 1#4ab that {ware by the Lord, 
and by Malcham, or their King: But God 
doth make account, that, that ſoul is not at 
all for him, that is not »ltogether for him, and 
not for another : thoſe Nations fcatre1 nor 
the Lord that joined their ſerving Idols, with 
fearing the truce God, 2 Kings 17. 33, 34» 
There can no more be two chict delights 1n 
one heart, than two Suns 11 01c Firmament ; 
thoſe ſpirits arc winding and crooked, that 
arc like that haven weread of 44. :.7.12.Ly- 
ing direCtlic towards two opNv!t': points of 
Heaven : Cyrus took Babylon, by Jividing ihe 
River, the Devil ſocn ſurprizeti ns, it he can 
but divide out hearts: if our hea: tz be divi- 
ded, we ſhall be found faulcie : O lets take 
heed of being voluntarie Cripples, ro halc 
berween two opinions, let us not diſmember 
our (elves by being half, and hollo;y-kearted : 
God is infinite, Chriſt is complear, ſpiritual 
things are moſt excellent, and theſe deſerve 
the whole heart: therefore reſign up your 
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220 


« ſrclves unto God relolvedite , unteſeryceelis 

Fa cone nd uniyct{alli : {car nor, at he f1 dt his 
tione te ace \- - | 

Cpio, ue te ts LOA lolerh ittor God : " he onlic recci- 

titi red. Veth his heart as goods and worth havins, tÞat 

aam Ap oiveth il ro God ; L.ir nc ta yy ” it (OMMare if 

_ better, as even an Heathen cov! fay to his 

vchollar, that had nothing ro vye him but 

himſelt : give God your hearts, and he wil 

furniſh them with a treaſure” '2 Comic yAuc 

fouls into Is hands, and Ic \\ "y both Cotte 

mit treat ure to you, ard wil allo xeep that 

» Tim-3, _ h you commit to him, til tho great day 


iz. Gf [is :Nuſtricus appcaring : he wil prelerve 
beck tae ca(e and thc jew Ci, fonl and bodicy 
the lcait atrome of duſt ſhal nor be loſt ; 
how much morc wil he gracioullic preſecve 
that 920d work of gracc, and fruits oft the 
{pirir, that he h:th committzd ro you: 
tizeretore 1 belcech you cake my councel in 
tis, Keep no cornct of your heait For a {tran- 


Iſai.cs Ser, bur vicid vour lelycs to the Lord, de- 


Heb, 2,6. liver the ke _- your hearts into | 1s hands, 
© not 9- lettne Ring of Glorieemer ing and his glo- 
-++-— rIQUS train Wi il &] inc temple of y Wir ſon Is: 
Plum nin: hc TH trcalu; C WIC evcr he COmes ; ( hri- 
ercdeatis (ttans are cal;cd Gods houſe, his Temple, its 
ef, ullim there! OIC foo} $ ſacriiedoe iO rolv him of [11S 


£rou* the 
lan wells 
m1; 07'c) 
alonnic, in, 
Ha Cori 


houſe, cr ro kc cp him out of doors; the ſoul 
of a bcliever, faith an ancient, is the truc 
Temp'c of Chriſt, adorn and cloath that, of» 
- fer gitrsto thatyrcc 1ve Chriſt intoitcherin con» 
wt fiſts the ſumme and marrow of our religion, 

pro nnet =» #:25,20 heart rotaiiy acdicated unto God, and 


a1 P11: 
4». 1, That's the {ccond help to {ct atreaſure inthe 
Live 


) 


Paz. tics. hcatts I 


ag. 


livelv 
the C 
and (; 
Cori 
NOW 
Chrii 
orati, 
trom 
and | 
all 
ercilt 
to lit 
foul | 
lo mn 
layc: 
11t9 
ling 
Fat! 
trca! 
11tO 
CC1V; 
ſhur 
"et: 
fait 


——— 


” = 


— 


Heart-Treaſure, 


2. Live by Faith upon Jclus Chriſt : the 
livelv ating of Faith upon the Mediatour. of 
the Covcoant wil fill your foules with {aving 

and ſavoury Incomcs : God hath appoin rd 
Chrilt t ro bethe Store-houſe of his Church ; 
now Faith is the hand to ferch [upplies from 
Chriit ro the heart, by Faith is the (oul 1n- 
graticd intothistrue Olive, aad lucks farneſſe Nom, 11 
trom it; Chriſt dwels in the heart by Faich, = 
and {til more of Chriſt is ferched in by Faith : *. , 
all the means of a Chriſtians life is by the ex- 
ercilc of Faith : rheretore 1s the righteous ſaid 
ro live by þis faith, becauſe it lives,and feeds the 
ſoul upon Chrilt « Faith emprics the heart,and 
ſo makes room for Jeſus Chriſt, and then 
layes hoid of him , and compels him to turn 
into the hezre » And our dcar Saviour is wil- 
lingly conquered wita the ſtrength of Faith ; | 
Faith is the key that opens the Cheſt where ( 
treaſures licy and the hand that brings chem 
iaro the heart z Faith opens the heart to res 
ccive riches of grace, and that man hath a  c44. 
ſhur heart that hath not che Rey of Faith : O ſum haber, 
Net a SIreat meaſurc of Faith , for the more 7 qui clavem 
faich you ha ve the richer you ar?, tor Faith ja hong 
it (c}f 1s a precious Trea{ure : and ir dot); ul. _ 
tor enriching the foul 3 Traths cannot be < 
trealurc in our minds £0 profit our þ carts,Cx- £e9-4-2- 
ceprmixc with this precious ingredicar,{aithy * _—— 
all graccs of the Spirit attend this Queen and 
Caprain grace of Faich ; Experiences cannot 
be gathered or improved without Faith : and 
that comfort is but a fancy that's not uſhered 
1n by the aſſurance of Faith: Faith isthe grear 
Bucker 


' 
1 


gn —_y 


capacis af- 
ferimuss 
tantum in. 


ba imus : 
Cyp. Ep'ſt 
ad Hocar. 


Rev. 3-7. 


Joh, 20,2 7 0 


' for us 3 Stacr 
page 108, With God, ©: communication trom 1:2, but 


x 


Heart-Treaſure. 


Bucket to draw water out of the wells of Sal. 


wontum Vation, and the more faith you bring,the more 
luc fide fulncſs you receive. Well then , would you 


have your hearts ſtored with a treaſure, [trive 
toencreaſe your faith, and let the Lord Jelus 


de gratie bethe dire object of your faith ; *Tis he a- 
inundantis lone that hath the hey of David, that doth bath 


open heaven to us, and an hcavculy trealure 
:he fall wee have no converte 


throus'; a Mediatour 5 It is a ternble thing, 
fairh Luther, even to think, of God aut of "rift : 
You muſt honour the Son as Ju honowr the Fa- 
ther, and as you belicvc in God, ſo mult you 
alſo at faith upon Chriſt God-mar ; that as 
our nature in Chriſts Perion 1s filled with all 
that poor ſouls can want, ſo icom nat fwlneſs 
we may receiye all chings needtul for our be- 
ing and well-being in grace. O ſtir up and 
awake your fairly, come poor ſoul, reach his 
ther thy hand of faith, and thruſt it into thy Sa- 
2087s prerced fide, and there thou mailt feel, 
and thence ferch abundant fruits of love : be 
»ot faithleſs but believing : do not dam up the 
channels of grace by unbelict, donor forſake 
thy own mercies, by bcing ſhy and fcartfull ro 
venture ar it, thou canſt loſe nothing, thou 
maiſt get much by ene f1ngle att of faith. O 
Sirs, one purcadt of a lively faich will bring 
you in more trealure, then many hours tug- 
ging and ftrugling in dutics, and periorman» 
ces: Nothing in the world doth [_ ponere ob4- 
cem | ſhoot a bar, and bol: the door berwixt 


Chriſt and the heart, but unbeclict ; 14 thou 
canſt 
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canſt believe all things are puſh vle , but un- 
belict hinders the working of Myracics and 
operations of grace. Away with all diſtruit, 
ſer 2fyor the precious grace of Faith , break 
through the quarreilings of thy unbelieving 
heart, lye low under thefad lenſe of thine in- 
{ufhciency, and {wect apprehenſion of Chriſts 
Ai-(ufhciency: humbly ſtretch forth the trem- 
bling hand of thy weak faith, though thou 
haſt many mil-giviags of ſpirit, yet ſay with 
tcares, Lord, I belreve, help thow mine unbelief : 
| am no more able of my {elf to put forth one 
ſaving aCt of juſtifying taithy then I am to ful- 
filall rightcouſneſs, and keep the whole Law: 
bur the grace of the Goſpel hath under» 
taken to ao that which it requireth to bee 
done: Lord, I roul my (clf upon thee, I 
come tothce by faith, do not caſt me off, do 
not caſt me out as a broken Veſſel wherein 
there is no pleaſare, but fill this empty Veſlel 
of my broken hcart with abundant incomes, 
which will redound unto thy glory , and my 
{oulcs abundant comfort : this do and pro- 
ſpcr, thus believe and be thou filled , poor 
wanting (oul, for whatſoever you ack, believing, 
you ſhall recerve, Matth. 21.22, , 
4+ Warm in your hearts the grace of love, 
that noble grace is of an cxpatiating and ex- 
ren{ive nature ; Heaven 1s the fitteſt room for 
its motion, and eternity for its duration ; he 
that loves much will not be content with a lir- 
tle,and God will not put him off with a ſcant- 
libg : the more the foul isfilled with loycy the 
more it is filled with God, for God i love ; and 
can 
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can a man have a better Treaſure than God 
himſelf > Now it you love God,he wiil come 

in unto you, and make his aboge with you , John 

24+ 23. andcan you Whh a bertcr treature ? 

Love makes room 1n the heart for more grace, 

he that loveth much , becauſe much is torgi- 

ven him, ſhal have more given 1n: indeed that 
expreſſion in 2 Cor, 5. 14» {cems ro denote 

_ the conrafting nature of Love; the love of God 

gr non poſ- conſtraixeth us | ouitxe ] ftraiteneth, keeys us 


$ i 


fnt xox 1n, butthat is trom othcr things, that cheſoul 
_ ex- mayhave freer (copc for God ; this Love di- 
CO . . . 

wn ” ms Yerts the affetions trom running in any other 


Chriſto per- channel, buc towards Icias Caſt 3 it capti» 
p*ti, Arct» vates the (oul for Chriſt, an:i torcerh ir ro do, 
j /ocum. and cadure any thing for hiu whom the ſoul 
loyeth. The grace of Love widens the arms 
co cinbrace Ieſus Chriſt, inlargeth the heart ro 
entertain him, and fſpiritecth the hands to att 
for hi:n: Chriſt Tcſus rides in a glorious tr:* 
umphant Chariot , whether it mean his perſo- 
S:e Ain/- nal, or myſtical Body , his fleſh and bumane 
worth 0 nature, or his Church, which he fils with his 
_—_— - Preſence, I diſpute not 3 but ſure Iam, the 
> midſt chereot is paved with Love, Cant, 3. 10. 
Certainly,a ſoul beſer with the ſparkling gems 
of love is the fitteſt receptacle for Iclus Chriſt: 
He that is Love it ſelf doth moſt freely com- 
mit the Jargelt treaſure to a loving Diſciple, 
Joh.19.26. as he bequeathed his dear Mother ro Joh», 
when we was breathing our his laſt upon the 
Rev. 1-1. bitter Croſs, and after his death entruſted 
him with the Revelation, yea, him only with a 
deſcription of the ſtate of the Church to = 
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Heart-Treaſare. 
endof the World - O how freely do a lo» 
ving Saviour , and loving ſoul open their 
hearts to cach other / hike intire an ancienr 
Friends meeting :that Ict out themaſclves 


. in ample evidences z» and reciprocal atts 


of Love : Sohere, thc pure flame of a Saints 
love mounts up to Chriſt, and there mecting 
with chat heavenly Element of perfc& Love, 
brings morc down into the Soul , and {till 
theſe continued (allies of loye ro God, bring 
in ſucceſſive incomes and encreaſes of grace : 
every a&t of Love cxhales ſome corrupt ya- 
pours, and dilatcs the ſoules faculties, thart it 
may be fit for the reception of more grace z 
Yea, Love ſers the ſoul on edge for morc,and 
makes it as unſatiable as it is unwearied in 
painful endeavours : Faith worketh by love,i.c, 
as by irs hand to att for God, and indeed /ove, 
It. 2 fort, worketh by faith, as its hand to fetch 
all trom God , Faith ſers Love on to crayec, 
and Love ingageth Faith to derive more grace 
from God : Love is Faiths Sromach,and Faich 
is Loves purveyer : And as Loye belps the 
Soul to a treaſure of graces , ſo of truths ; 
Love to Truchs makes the foul look upon 
them as a precious Depcſirum, to think much 
of them, and ſo river them and clench them 
faſt inthe hearr by meditation ; Love makes a 
man contexd for the faith by diſputing and dy- 
ing, it God call him coir. Hence it is, that 
Loye 1s one of thoſe hands that haid faſt the 
form of ſound words, 2 Tim. 1. 1 2. Bui ve that 


receives not the eruth in love, will never wake ir 2 Theſiz? 
a Trcaſure, but wil {cil it for a luſt, and <m- ** . 


brace 
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Heart-Treaſure. 


brace a lie: therefore firs, I catreat you work 
nn WP chis grace, ſtir up your hearts to think of 
M27/3lliams be love of Chriſt, blow up this ſpark to a 
tranſcead, Aame, content not your ſclves with a low de- 
of Chriſt's gree of loye to God, love him with an inten- 
love, mn five, extenfive, appreciative love, let your 
_n 3-19: meaſure of loyc to him be beyoud mealure, 
P. = let your hearrs aſcend to him in this holie 
Plu/quam flame of intire love, love him more than 
tua, fluſ- your enjoyments, more than your rclations, 
quam 1495, orc than your fclves: I ſhall ſay no more 
te: id, Of this ordinary, yer very neceſlarie ſubjeQ, 
ibid p.114, becauſe many haye done {0 worthilie herein : 
very tully : read them. 
_ It 5. \Valk humblic wich your God: that's 
a another direQion: walk cloſe with God, a 
Dr.Rein,on hint of that , but I ſhal ſpeak moſt of that 
Pſ-l.z1o. ſoul-inriching grace ot humilitie : O Chri- 
Pings wial, ſtians, the beſt means of edihcation 1s an ho» 
lic converſation, God communicates ſ[ccrers, 
and (olace to them that walk with him, a foul 
Pla.5021. of a wel-ordered converſation ſhal-ſec God's 
ſalvation ; a Maſter wil berruſt a faithful, 
carcful, painful ſervant, witha larger Talent; 
for ſuch an one credits his Maſter, and pros 
motes his deſignes: bringing forth much truit 
elorifies God and cdifies men, and ſurelie the 
Lord wil dignifie ſuch truittul Vines with 
John 15- more carc in dreſſing, and yet more ef his 
blefling to help their abundant fruit-beariog : 
(ach ſhal have more clear diſcoveries of God's 
Joh. 74 27. wil, as carefullic do it: and ſuch as do his 
Commandements have right to the tree of 


Rev 22414 ]ife that they may come to it when they many 
an 
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Heart-Treaſure, 


and cat abundantly, and live for ever : there's 
an incomparablc advantage in clolc-walking: 
in kceying the Commandements there's this Pfal.19;n1 
reward, that everie at of obedience doth ine 

creale abilitic to obey z everic ſtep reneweth 
firerg:h : Saints go tromſtrength to ſtrength, pſal.84; 7 
tor the way of .he Lord is (trengrh to the up» Pro 
right: nothing cvidenceth and increaſeth * * 
orace ſu much as hulineſs, therefore as he 
that hath called you i; holic, fo be you hole ; 

in all manner cf c:::yeriation 3 And let me 
pcrſwade you tv be very humble, God gives 
more grace to the humble, humulitie 1s not Jaw.4.6. 
onlie a gracc, v:: a Veſlzl ro receive more z 
the high and holy God fills the humble and 
lowlie heart; the King of Heaven loves to 
walk upon this ble{led pavements. Blefſed are 
the poor jn [pirit, for thurs us the Kingdome of 
Heaven : and ſuch a ſoul is the fittett recep- 
tacle for the precious riches of this Heavenly 
Kingdome: Much of the Ancients riches 
con(iſted in their Garments, and a Chriſtians 
trealure lies much in his vefture, Come where- Thy T&- 
of is his larger upper Coat, that's Chriſt's Tewo@es- 
righteouſneſs impurced, which coyers all de- ovyyv ty- 
fects and imperte&ions, ſome are cloſer Gar- youu 
ments, girded to the ſoul by the girdle of 5x98 
truth and {1nceritiey theſe are the Garments of bumilita- 
{anCtification, one choice part whereof is hu. > 4315 
militic, 1 Pet, 5. $. Be cloathed with bumnliy : — 
Some think the word imports that ſtring of rac, of * 
ribband that ries rogether thoſe precious yusubos # 
pearles of divine graces, theſe adorn the foul, Kor. 

and if this ſpring break they are all ſcattered : v4. Lelgs 
humi= ©: 


19.29 


Va,57.15, 


Mar. 5. 3+ 
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Jarn. I. 21. 
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humilitie is the knot of everie vertue, rhe or- 
nament of every grace : hence | read a quo- 
cation out of Baj/, with cals humility | 35 &v20- 
PuAguey Tevros xyxts | ic ftorc-houte or ma- 
94Zinof all good : would tro Gud we w-re all 


' ” 


{ecration in the time of the Law was by fil- 
ling the hand, and he tlaar 1; conlecrared ty 
the Lord ſhall have his hearc filled , eſpecially 
they chat are empricd of all (:li-conceir, ſhal 
be filled wich much of Gods talnefs: Vally- 
Soules are ulually covercd over with a rich 


Plat 65: haryeſt of precious truics : Humilicy is like- 


wile a fic dilpolicion for entertaining divine 
Truths, theſe choice gratts will like beſt in a 
low ground : a mcek foul will bid truths wel- 
come : for an humble hearr looks upon cvery 
rruch of God as infinitely above it ſelf, 'and 
therefore falls down under it, and {aich, ſpeak 
Lord, for thy ſervant heartth; an hunble ſoul 
ownes the autthoricy of God in his word, wher- 
ever it finds ir, whoever brings it, {o that even 


Ifa.11.6. a little childe may lead him any whither with 


a twine-thred of Scripture- diſcoveries : Bt 
proud menand truth car never hit ir, for they 
think ſcorn to pur their necks under the girdle 
of Truth, and it will have the vitory where 
it lodgeth ; Thoſe were proud men that would 


Jer. 43. 2: not obey truth in ferem:ahs mouthgand there-* 


tore muſt that Propher rake down their crelts 
before they couid be right Diſciples of 
Truth, Jer. 13.15. Hes; ze, g190 ear , be 20t 
grond ; Andobſcrye this, a proud man is al- 
Walcs 
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ot Gud and man, and in hisnatural or acqui- 
red accompliſhments ; the more a man con. | 
Cci:$ to humſclt ſome imaginary attainments, of 
the more he loſeth : the ſtomach may be ſtut- 


cd wich noxious humours, that a man can» {h 
not cat, bur that's not right fulneſs bur a tul- Þþ 
ſome diltemper, and proves dangerous, the ! 
bellic may be raiſed with a timpanie of wind, 1 
but thar's nor ſolid fatne(s,bur a pernicious di- i) 


leaſe, and both theſe prejudice hcalth : jult 
thus is it with mens ſouls, the (welling diſeaſe 
finders health by cicher truths or graces: O 
cherctore be you humble, ſelf-denying ſouls, 
len{1ble of your own defcits, be nothing in 
your own cies, and you ſhall be the 1 cmpley 
tor the God of all grace to lodge in; aiii to 
walk conſtantlic iny yea he wil fil you with 
abundance of grace here and gloric herealter, 
6. Be much in (ccret prayer : pray much | 
and pray 11 ſecret, a word of both. O pray f 
Without ctaſ1ng, z.e, keep a continual pray- x 
ing diſpoſttiong and lay hold on every ht [ca- 
fon for that duty : while prayer (tanderh ti], 
the trade of religion ſtandeth ſtil, and there's Ts 
nothing got : all comes into the (oul by this | 
door, "tis good for a Chriſtian to keep up) (er | 
and {tated times of prayer: Dane! and David ; | 
prayed three times a day, in extraotdinary P4n- 6.2c- 
tales (even times a day, 'tis not loſt labour ne T: ; 
to be much on our kaces, we cannot go to = 164) | 
God too often, I'am (urer nor oftcaer than : 
We ſhall be welcome, if we pray aright, for 1 
the holie ot holics is. eycr opcn, gur Vigh 
cieft 


*- 
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Prieſt ever lives to make interceſſion for us, 

prayer was made morning and evening , 
Rom.12.2. and we mult be conſtant and inſtant 1n 
Ty Tgv- prayer - as the bunting Dog thac wil nor ceaſe 
oexy following the game, til he have got it ; fo 
Tgo5Kag- muſt we purſue the Lord, and perlevere with 
TegsVTts ſtrength, til we have obtained whar we want : 
mm oratione there is a kinde of omniporencic in praycr, as 


_— "it was laid of Lather, hc could do with God, 


13O 


tizze with Even What he would : Ar prelcut 1 would ad- 
freng:h; a viſc all Chriſtians ro keep up a conſtant (ct 
KagTeey time of praycr: what if thou getreſt little 
-— cog thereby ? yer wait on God (til : Tradeſ-men 
OWFATE * 
Lhieh.Crit, 
Sac, 


wil go to Markets and Fairs, and ſet open 
their Shop-doors,and Windows,though there 
be little to be. done or gotten many times : 
{o ler the Chriſtian keep this market of holie 
duties, and go upon the Exchange to (pic 
what good bargaia he can mect with for his 
ſoul x: learn to maintain commerce with hea- 
verr{til, leſt you loſe your cuſtome : keep ca» 
n&nical hours, (as it were) of prayer, though 
your hcarts be often out of frame, venture 
upon duty, and tric what the Lord wil do 
with you : "ts the folly of our trifliog ſpirits 
to put oft duty, when our hcarts are ot in 
tance, with expeQation that they wil be in a 
better frame another timc, but do we think 
that one ftn wil excuſe another? or that we 
{hal be betrer fitted by a preſent negle&t ? na 
=—y we ought to ſtir up our ſelves to 
take hold on Goa, for why ſhould Satan be 
efratified by a total forbearance > wil not 
uule make us loather to go to Gpd wy none 
UNC 
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* time ? yea have we not found it in Sctipture 
- and experience that a dead and diſcouraged 
e | entrance upon duty hath 1ncrealed to ſweet 
> |} inlargements,and raviſhments of {pirit? ſearch tb 
h * and (cc, ulually anheart ingagement hath cn- ] 
4 | ded in an hcart-enlargement,and God-enjoy- þ 
o ment : God wil bring an engaged heart neer I 
himſelf, Fer, 30. 21, None cver lolt their la- 1 
"x baur in ſtrugling with their uncoward hearts : 4 
t Oh Chriltians, be ſure you be found inprayer | 
e though you come hardly to it ; and have 
a muh ado to keep at it, and have more hazard : 
n to get (omething by ir - though with Jonathan 
_ and his armour bearer you clamber up the 
5 Hil on your hands and knees, and fight when k 
> Þ you mount the top; yet you ſhal ger the vi- 
I | ory, and the ſpoils of (uch a conflict wil be 
oe the moſt inriching: one Piſgah-ſtght of Chriſt 
4 in a promiſe wil quit the coſt, and hazard a 
x thouſand-fold : the evidence and advantage b 
a of ſuch a performance wil be the beſt, and : 
worth all the reſt; yea for ought I know 4 
though you meet not with God as you deſire 
at that time, yer God may own andcrown 


that underraking as much as the moſt heart- | 
melting cxercile, becauſe there is moſt of 0- 
bedience in thaty and conſcience of duty is as 
; acceptable a motive to duty as ſenſe of pre- 
lent recompence. 
Buc withal, keep up a courle of ſecret prays 
er, with-draw your ſ{clves into a corner ac- 
| cordingtotheRule, Mar. 6.6. God is wont 
* to diſpenſe his choiceſt bleſſings co ſolitary 
fouls; wh:n Jacob was lefr alone, he wreſtled 
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Heart-Treaſure, 


with the Angel of che Covenant & prevailed : R 

Tohn and Ezekiel had their vitiuns and rceyclas no 

tions, when with-drawn from the World x he 
Salomon (aith, Wo to him that #5 alone, but bic\- CY 

ſed is he that being alone hath God to beaxr* } Ea 

. him company : Our dear Saviour tels his Dif- kr 
" IG: plcs, you leave me alowe, yet I am not aloe, for W 
g the Father « with me ; 41:6 When no cre: tie is [: 
With us, we have converile mo't win Gud ; al 

for obſerve ir, when puilons arc molt fcclu- Ca 

ded from other Society, they are apictt i-+ be bi 
{ubjcct to divine imprefiions, or to Saihawcal \ £t 
lupgactions: Therctore Chrittians , learn ro il 

gct alone, improve folitay b-ures, pour out a 

your (oulcs in your Cloſets, ani he will-pour C 

In grace; think not to ſcek and finde Chriſt p 1: 

ina crowd: the Lord Jeſus aud his Spouſe I 


are modelt, and have the {w-cteſt embraces 
when they are retired : You muſt invite him 

50n2.7.11, into the field —and there give him your lover, 

_ and te allo will give you his /ove-tckens , and 
fill your hearts with a treaſure : an honeſt in- 
tent for retirement to enjoy Chrilt did occa- 
ſton a Monaſtick liſe : bur certainly there is 
mucl {weernels in (ccret prayer , When the 
ſoul can freely opcn its boſome to God, and 
expoſtulate boldly , yer humbly with him ; 
there the Chriſtian may ule ſuch poſtures, 
pauſes, pleadings, as would not be ccnvent- 
ent bcturc others : You may tell him your | 
wv late hearr, and he wil deal with you as with ' + 
I';iends, and open bis breaſt co you. -Oblerve | 
K Sits, A Chriſtian hith ſome ſecret errand # 
t9 C 0d, that the deaiclt Friend and neareſt 

| Rclatzon 
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Relation muſt not know of, Caſes that are 
not tobe entruſted with any but God alone ; 
here tacn comes inthe neceffity,and excellen- 
cy of ſecict prayer ; therefore again, ler me 
earncitly requelt you to go alone (as you 
know Ciarilt did olten) and tell God your 
whole acarc, hide nothing from him , plead 
no excul. from worldly buſinefſe : Satan 
and your corrupc hearts will finde many oc- 
calions {-» diverſion : bur ſay ro them as > 
braham i. , vis Servants, ſtay you here whiles [ 
go and worſhip che Lord nouder : ſteal time from 
the world, and thy work , occaſional Duties 
arc iike accidental Þargains , that make the 
carcful Tradeſmen rich : Bread catenin lecret 
is (weet, and (uch morſcls make tlic ſoul well 
liking : Conſult wich ſuch Chriſtians as con» 
verſe much with God in a corner, and you 
ſhal (ce thcir faces to ſhine as Moſes's did at- 
ter his retired converſings with God in the 
Mount ; When Eliiah to raiſe the Womans 
dead Son, he took him 1nto the loft, and there 
prayed ; When thou wouideſt quickenupthy 
dead heart, take it alone,go into a loft, and 
fall on thy face or knees and pray, and fce the 
bleſfled cfteAs thereof : Cyprian notably de- 
ſcribes his {weer 2nd ſolitary Receſſes into a 
place: where 'no hearer can hinder his Diſ- 


1 king. P7. 
þ4 5 20s, 


— 
E/aquium 
noſtram ay- 
bitey profa* 


uns impediat, aut clamor intemperans familia ſirepent is obtundat, peta- 
mus hanc ſedem: dant ſeceſſum vicina ſecretazubi dum erraticr palmitum 
lapſus nexibns pendulis per arundines bajulas repunt, viteam porticum 
ſrondea refta fecerunt :—Et paulo poſt--Accipe quod ſentitur autequam 
aliſcitur, nee per moras temporum longs agnitione colligitur, ſed compen= 
dio gratie maturantis hawritur,Er lege totamyEpiſts lib, 3.cp.z. 44 Doe 
2at, pag. (m1) 105.106, 


courſe, 


Pro.y1,34- 
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courſe, or intemperate noiſe of the bulic fa + 
mily can obſtrut : there he perceived, and re» 
ccived what he telr,bctore he learned it, not by 
a long Scrics of ſtudy, but by a compendious 
act of diyinc Grace : 


CHAP, XII, 


For Direilions more to help the Chriſtians heart ts 
this treaſure of good Thonghts, 


Seventh Direttion to obtain a Treaſure, 

3.e Trade with God in every pertor- 
mance : Reſtnot ſatisfied with a bare oucf1de 
of dutics, or a trudging in the common road 
or round of Formality : if you look not be- 
yond Ordinances inthe uſe thereof , you will 
get no more treaſure than a Merchant whoſe 
ſhip ridesto the Downs , and quickly returns 
again: he that would be rich mult ule Du- 
tics as a Bridge or Boat to bring his ſoul to 
God andas a Chariot to bring God to his 
foul ; cvery Ordinance ſhould be like thoſe 
Merchanr ſhips that bring food or gold from 
afar : the Chriſtian muſt travel far beyond 
the Indres, eyenas far as Heaven to fetch an 
heavenly treaſure into his heart, the ſox! of the 
diligent (hall be mad; fat, Prov, 13: 4, Itis not 
a ſhew of cating, nor only a fitting atthe T a+ 
ble that fillech : a prerence of trading makes 
not rich : hethar ſtands upon the Bridge and 
walks not, will never get over the water , it 
is not phe goodneſle of the Boar, but our mo» 
cion 


Hleart-Treaſure. 


tion by it that waftsus over : A golden Buc- 


ket will bring us'no water except it be ler 
downiato the Well : the choifelt Ordinances 
wil bri:ig us no {piritual or ſaving profit, ex- 
cept we have to do with God therein z Gods 
Inſticutions work not by any innate phyſical 
yertue that's in them, bur morally,z.e.by a care- 
{ul improveme:.r of them, and eſpecially che 
bleſſing of God with them: a man is nor there= 
fore a good Schoilar becauſe he went ſo long 
to School, and tor ſaying ſo many Leſſons : 
nor is an ignorant Papilt a whit the berter for 
dropping {ſo many beads , or pattering oyer 
ſo many Pater-navſters: rhe Apoſtle ſaith , 0» 
dily exerciſe profits nothing , 1 Tim. 4. 8, hee 
means nor onely recreations of (uperſticious 
uſages, bur even Go.!s own Ordinances, ſaith 


an Expofitor, the meer verbal complemental y;4 wars 
uſe thereof will not advantage the ſoul : But god- torat. in 
lineſs is proficable to all things , the right (piri- 196+ 


tual worſhip of God brings along with it a» 
buadant incomes: Some obſcrve , that reli- 
gious worſhippers are ſaid in Latine | Dew 
colere ] becaule thereby they ſow to the Spirit 
and are ſure to reap of ihe Spirit life everlaſting, 


Belides the inward refreſhments they reap in Gal. 6.8; 


this lite : and truly, in worſhipping God there 
is great reward ; Bur "tis cafier ro be much in 
duties, then to be much with God in duries * 
if wehad been as oftenwith God as we have 
been before God , we had been readier than 
weare; Jeb was perſwaded that if hecould 
finde God, and come near to his Seat , hee 
would not plead againſt him with his great 

K 4 power, 


th. 
nd 
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Heart-Treaſure. 
powet,but would put ſtrensth inco him, Job 2.35 
3-6. and I dare lay,i: thou couldeſt mect God 
In Duty, ze would meet thee in Mercy, /ſa. 
545. and it God meer thee he will blets thee, 
avd h!! thy foul with a bleſicd treaſure, a trea- 
ſurc of ticaven'y bleflings: if thou draw niglt 
to God, be will draw nigh to thee, Let me 
therefore perfwade you ro make conlcience 
of pettiiig communion with God, and influ- 
ences from him 1a all Ordinances and Perfor- 
mances + you arc great lofcrs it you mils of 
God indutics, you take Gods name in vain 
and loſe -ycur !abour, nay, you loſe a blcſhng, 
and gct' the cuſc of doing rhe work of the 
Lord ncgligentiy ; But oh, how blefled a 
thing 1s it to ſay with holy St, Bernard,” 1 ne- 
ver come to God, but I meet with God, 1 never 
go from God, but 1 carry God with me theres 
fore inall your attendance upan God, care» 
fully prepare bctore, mind your work and 
obje of worthip i, and diligently examine 
your hcarrs afterwards how the Lord hath 

dealt with your foules , and blefſed is he that 
can ſay as David in the point of 'obedicnce, 
Pſalm 119+ 56. This I had, becanſe I kejt thy 

thy Precept: : What had he? why, he had a 

heart to remember Gods Name in the niglit, 

holy thoughts whereby he might meditate on 

divine things : Sofay you, this I] got in ſuch 

a duty or Ordinarce, and this doth furniſh 
my foul with hcaven!y conceptions, and new 

matter of meditation 2 tt is rhe power of rhe 

Spirit-that muſt make Ordinances cfieftual, 

:20vgh the Goſpel be the Miniſtration of the 

| : | Spirit; 
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Spirit, yet the choiceſt Truths, Promiſes, Ser- 
mons, Sacraments wil be but a dead lcrter 


ſoules, that the Spices | divine graces] may be 
nouriſbed, and 1o may flouriſh in our hearts 
and lives : Ordinances are empty Cylterns 
it God be not inthem , they are tuli and fil- 
liag it the preſence of God be in them , O 
therefore look alter God 1a eyery (piritual 
pcriormance : 

$. Spend time well : loſe nota mite or mi- 
nute of this precious creature z. fill up all your 
waſte time with ſome profitable work in 
your gencral or particular Callings : caſt 
n0t at your heels thc leaſt Filings of theſe 
golden Seaſons: you have loſt roo muchrtime 
already, now buy up the remainder, ingrofſe 
this precious commodity, take the fitteſt op- 
porrunities, like good Merchants, for a dear 
time is coming, nay the dayes are evri, Epheſe 
5. 16, Imitate ſuch Tradeſmenas mils no op- 
portunity of getting gain at home or abroad, 
by night or by day, by plotting or by praQtie 
{1ng: onely make uſe of preſent moments, 


and promile not toyour ſelves to morrow , as Jam. 4.33 
wordly Tradeſmen are apt todo, and be ſure 14915- 


you take God along with you, whom they 
forget and lcave behind : take time by the 


Forec-lock, for its bald behind , and you can þo catva. 


octno hold of ic: You little know what one 
Big-bellycd day may bring forth, it may pro- 
duce a birth and burden of more duty , diff- 
= | -culty, 


h Wi danmnato« 
and law of death tothe ſoul without the Spi- ie, aut 


rit: therefore you are to wait for the Spiric to leges mor- 
breath and blow upon the, garden of your ##+ 


Hleart-Treaſure; 
culty, or miſery than hitherto you have me: 
with : Time-rcedemprion is an act of great diſ- 
cretion, but Time-neglect brings thouſands 
of ſouls to a deſpairing, Had-1-wiſt : the A- 
oſtle (aid, «bove 4 thoſard yeares ago, the time 
1s ſhort, much more may we lay ſo, ſince the 
3 Cor.7- ſhip is drawn1o much nearcr the Harbour,the 
29 , Sailsarecontraſted, and the end of all this is 
evwi5%\- at hand z the world grows old and naught, 
KW your owndaics cannot be long , it may be 
= 5 this mghtthy ſoul may be required , and leave 
Het. 2 ve. thy Body as a ſtinking carcaſſe, O then a 
lis contra= treaſure for another world wil ſtand you in 
fis: infinite ſtead ! O confider often, that this 
time, this ſpan-long lite is the Seminarie of 
Erernitic, the preludium of an everlaſting 
ſtatc,and therefore laviſh not away your time, 
caſt it not at your heels in a bruitiſh prodi- 
galicie, you wil have time little enough when 
you come to dye : A rich Gallant at death 
crycd out bitterly, call time again, O call time 
again: another,would offer a thouſand pounds 
to purchaſea day. ' Bur alas, time cannot be 
valued wichthe vaſteſt ſums of money : one 
mil-\pent day cannot be recalled with the 
gold of Ophir , that's bur droſs where time 
comes,and time and chance is upon the whole 
Creation: You have bur your appointed time, 
and all your times are 1n the _ of God, 
and if once loſt, they are loſt for ever, the 
Job 28.22 dead and damned can fay y wee have onely 
" heard the fame thereof with our cares , but 

alas are paſt the hopes of rime-enjoyment or 
improvement ; when your glaſle is once = 

an 


538 


Eccl.9.11, 


| 


and your Sun fer rhere's no more working or 
oathering time 12 order to Eternitie : and 
there whatſoever your hand finds to do, ds it 
with all your might, for there 15 no work nor de- 
Vicewnrn the grave whither you go, Ecct, 9+ IO, 
Be not you tike thols filly Fiſhes that are ta- 
ken in an cvil Nety becaute they know not their 
time, v.12. bur ply the Oares while you have 
time : letnoday paſs without drawing ſome 
line cowards your great Center : You that are 
Chriſtians had need be good Time-ftudents, 
Time-Merchants,, the holieſt men -bave been 
moſt caretul of Time, and they that have been 
the moſt fearful ro loſe an inch of time have 


been belt rrealured, Read Hiſtories and ob- gee clarks 
ſerve Experiments, in all you'l finde men of Lives of 
the choiceſt (pirirs haye been moſt diligent «bers. 


Time-improvers, and ſome haye accounted 
that day loſt whereupon they have not done 
ſome good with either Tongue, or Purſe, or 
Pen : yea, Heathens have bewailed that day 
as (pent in vain, wherein they have nor done 
ſome memorable ation : How much more 
ought Chriſtians ro lamenr the loſs ot Time? 
I heard an eminent Miniſter ſay, He conld cat 
the fleſh off his arme in indignation againſt hins- 
ſelfe for bis loſt houres : and truly, the moſt of 
us are Epimetbinſes, after-witted, we loſe time 
and then ſmart tor our loſs, it is to our colt ; 


We are too like the Mole, of which Natura- * 
liſts (ay, it begins to ſee at death, we Open Our rire mori» 


cycs when they mul? be ſhur 2 ler us therefore 
improve Time while we haye ir, and ſtadie 


profitable things, and lay up eyery day ſome- , 


thing 
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thing, ſo ſhall we finde Soul-richesencreale, 
according to that Proverb , mayy littles make 
« mick/e: when God offers Grace do not put 
him off, for delay wil be 1nterprered a de- 
vial, Fn ancient Chriſtian, now with God, 
adviſed me, to be either like Chriſt, or Mary : 
the firſt was alwaies doing good , the latter 
ſtil receiving good : were you andI conſtant- 
ly chus employed, our treaſure Would ſoon be 
raiſed to a large proportion , and we ſhould 
be ſooner ripe tor Gloric 

9. Gather ſomething our of every thing : 
that man 1s 1ikelic to be rich that will not ler 
a good bargain paſlc, but lay hold onir, and 
lay up any thing that he can ger a penie by : 
A wiſe Tradeſman deſpiſerh not lictle things, 
for multiplication of ſmall numbers amount- 
cthto a great ſumime: they that wilfully con- 
temn the {malleſt good, wil in time look up- 
on the greateſt as coniemptible - 


Who ſay, I care not, thoſe I give for loſt : 
And to mnſftrult thens will not quit the cot, 


Hence it is that Chriſt ſaith, Gather »p the 
fragments that notbiyg be ſt + Thus ſhould you 
make a c-lletion oj the leaſt things that 0- 
thers caſt away ; ger ſomcrhing out of every 
word, Rod, or work ut Proyidence, in a way 
of favour or diſplcalure ; Receive not the 
grace of God im vain, hinder not your 
own proficiency by careleſnefſs or inad- 


Iſag2, tz, vertencie ; be you diligent,and God wil teach 


you to profic ; ſee what you can make of cve- 
ns 
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ry thing you meect with: A wiſe Phyſician 
can tel you the vereue of every ſimple, and 
can cxtrat fome good out of thoſe Herbs, 
that an ignorant perſon caſts away, as uſcleſs 
weeds : Prov. 10. 14, It's ſaid, wiſe Mer lay 
»p knowledge, 3, e. They conſider all objetts 
occurents,how they may hereafter ſtand them 
in ſtead, what uſe may be made thereof, and 
ſo gather from them a profirable inference, 
and ſtore that up for future times: thus do 
you, if you would lay upa treaſure, be not 
unwiſc, but underſtand what the wil of the 
Lord is, by all that your eyes behold, or 
cares hear: Learn to make comments upon 
all the Crcatures, ſuck ſweetneſs out of eye- 
ry flawer, not for {cnſual delight, bur ſpiri- 
tual profit. Let not ſo much as : good or bad 
report concerning your ſelves or others ſound 
in your cares, Without ſpecial obſervation 
and improvement : what ever your trade or 
calling be, you may and muſt (piritualize it 
for your ſouls good 3 there's never a profitable 
{cience, faith one, but ir leads to the know- 
ledge of God, or of .our ſclycs, ſo that we, 
need not bero ſeek for a treaſure, it we have 
hearts to improve objects of ſenſe: it was a 
good delign .in the reverend Dr, Ha'l, and 
diſcovered an honeſt tancy in improving va- 
cant hours, and viſible obje&s in his occaſi- 
onal meditations: go you and dolikewile, 


. by which bleſſed arr of heavenly Chimiltry 


you may both pleaſe your fancy, and profit 
your hearts,uſe your wits,and exerciſe grace, 
and that's the way to increaſe it - the truthis, 
there's 
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there's nothing, buc may do us good, if we 
have good hearts, the fins of others may be 
of great uſe ro us, to conſider our ftanding, 
and rake heed leſt we fall : the afflictions of 
others wil work our hearts to {ympathy , 
prayer, and charity : the indignitics we ſuf- 
fer wil awaken, quicken and ſtrengthen us, 
if qur hearts be honeſt in obſcrving and im- 
Proving them : there's not a Miniſter thar 
we hear preach, bur we may gct good by 
whart he ſaith, reverend Mr, Hulderfham ofte 
cn ſaid, he neyer heard any godly Miniſter 
preach, though bur of weak parts, bur he 

- benefit by him: Divine Herbert 
atl— 


| ——Do nit grndge 
To pick, ont treaſures from an earthen Pot ; 

T he worſt ſptak. ſomething good ; if all want ſenſe, 

God takes 4 text, and preacheth patience, 


But above all, get ſome thing out of every 
Chapter you read, dig deep into theſe gold- 
en. mines, and you fſhal be rich: digeſted 
Scripture is the matter of regular prayers,ho» 
ly diſcourſes, and heavenly medirations ; on- 
ly run not curſorily over them, bur let your 
thoughts dwel upon them, and extraft ſome 
marrow and quintefſence out of them : we 
uſually read Scriptures,as T tayellers goover 
Mountains, thar are barren on the ſurface, 
but digged into,they afford precious minerals: 
{o the words and ſyllables of Gods book ir 
ſelf, lightly conſidercd, bayc no great cfh» 
CaCfs 


Ccacy 
Calnc 
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cacy, bur the ſenſe and purport thereof, con- 
| tainerh ſpirit and lite to the intelligent and ob- 
ſervant Readers Fob.6, 63, There is ſuch a Adero ſeris 
| depth in Scripture, thar it you read the ſame Pin pie 


pn 
place an hundred tumes over;yct ſti] you may Tel. | 
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oct freſh notions, and impreſſions from it: 
| O therefore learn to read, underſtand, and 
improye the word of God, this wil help you 
to a treaſure, truths are ted by Scripture- 
knowledge, and holineſs 1s the counter-pain 
of Scripture-precepts, graces are the accoms 
pliſhment of Scripture-promiſes, and if your 
comforts and experiences be not ſuitable to 
the word , 'tis becauſe yow have no light 11 Iſai, 8+ 208 
9”, 
N q 10, Maintain communion of Saints: Oh 
\ forſake nor the aſſembling of your ſelyes to= 
gether, keep up this ſweet good fellowſhip 
oth in private conferences, and in publick 4 
Ordinances : for the firſt, you muſt obſerve 
and obey che wile Mans councel, through the 
Book of Proverbs, to converſe with the wiſe : 
David protcſicth himſelf ro be a companion 
of thoſe that fear God , and he, though a 
great King, cſtcemes the Saints more excel» 
lear, than all. his couragious worthies, or 
grave Senators, and therefore profefſerh tha 
q all his delight was in them, Pſal. 16. 3. Bur 
it's not enough to be in good company, bur 
you mult improve it, by hearing and asking 
queſtions : that's a notable paſlage in Prov, 
20.5, Conncel in the heart of a Man u like deep 
1 Waters, but a Man of underſtanding will draw 
3 ou: ; Protound Men are apt to be _ 
there- 
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——— Doubts wel rais'd do lock , 
The ſpeaker to thee; and preſerve thy ſto;Þ, 


therefore muſt be pumped by profitable que- 
ſtions, and 'tis an evidence of Knowledge to 
propound an uſciul queſtion fealonabiy, as 
wel as to anſwer it (olidly : *tis our great loſs 
we can make no berter uſe of one another ; 
un-improved focicty is the bane of Chriſtian 
conyerſe : tor when we meet one anotlicr, 
and trifle away time wichout adyanrage, it 
increalcth our guilt, and dilcoufagcth our 


* hearts, for we are ap: 19 ſay, we wil meet no 


more, becauſe vur coming together, 1s for 
the worle, and not tor the better, tor tnany 
rimcs our (pifits arc imbittered by exaſpera- 
ting comentions: Bur O firs, when you 
meet togtther purpoſely; or accidentally, im- 
ptove your 'time in ſome holy diſcourſes , 
{pend not all your time abouc news or world- 
ly aftaires, bur (et atoor ſome religtous talk z 
talk ſometimes as Chriſtians,” as wel as Men 
and Chap-men: let ſome body begin and 
break the Ice : many are apt enough to caſt 
down the bone of contention; do you preſent 
the marrow of religion, that you may cdity 
one another :+ Sit not together as mutes, or 
as Men of the World, diſcourfing abour mate 
ters of ſtate gr trading, or of the weather, or 
your ages, Which was Pharaoh's queltion ro 
[acob, and that to his Sons of rhe like 1mpotr- 
But if there be ever a wiſe Man among you» 
fe:c ſome ſpark from Heaycn, and rhroiy it 
2monalt 
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2monſt your companions, that eyveryvne may 
bring his ſtick to che fire, and by the bellows 
ot mural loves it may berailed co a flame, 
L.1at thereby your hearts may be warmcdgand 
cven burn wichin you; as the two travelling 
Ditciples by Chrifts opening to them the Scris 
prures: And then Record and lay up what 
you have got in'profirable converſings : thus 
was the Book of Proverbs colleged, and 
hcreby you might fil Books and memorics 
with uſeſu! obſervations : yet take this cauti- 
On, let not your end be to hear ſtories, noti» | 
ons, nor yet only polemical diſcourſes, to tur- 
niſh your heads with arguments for all ſub- | 
jets and companies, bur let your principal | 
ead be ro ger your hearts bertered , grace 
ſtrengthened , luſts weakened, lives refor= | 
med, conſciences refolved : Oh the advan- | 
tage you may have by Chriſtian-ſociery / you 
may get good by others, do good to others, 
yca obſerve it, your profitable diſcourſes with 
others wil refle& upon your ſelyes with ad- | 
yantage :  Schollars finde that conference 
ravs up their memories, revives their read- 
mg, . and in a ſort, gives them the maſtery 0- 
yer their notions, and imprints thera deeper 
within them, , that were almoſt oblicerated : 
hence a famous - Schollar did return many 
thanks, to one that was many degrees below 
him, tor affording him ſo fair an opportunity 
of private diſcourſes: and a lewih Dogor 
could ſay, he had learned much from his , 
Maſters, more from his equals, bur moſt of pecends 
all from his Schollarsy _ their Proverd, didi6i, 
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I have learned by teaching : experience doth 
tel us that having to do in others doubts, rem- 
ptations, deſertions, corruptions, direfts us 
how to deal in our own calſcs : therefore 1 
adviſe you, be not ſhic in helping the weak, 
becauſe thereby youdo a double courtefie, to 
your (elyes and to others, by one att or mo- 
tion of your lips feeding others, and digeſting 
your own meat : Beſides, this Chriſtian com- 
munion being Gods inſtitution, 1s ſeconded 
with his bencdiCtiony and gracious accepratis 


See Eph. 4, 00: the members of Chriſts myſtical body, 


IS 16. 


ſpeaking the truth in love, or truthiog it in 


"ANiev- love, as the word imports, do grow up into 
ovTe5 A\; him in all things, even Chriſt the head, and 
t& &y&n1 fo that whichis lacking in one joynt, is made 


up by the uſctulneſs of another -: and for Gods 
acceptance of the Saints holy conference, ſee 
that famous Text in Mal. 3. 16. But that 
which I am urging is, the advamage that 
your ſouls wil have by ity one live Coal laid 
to a dead one, kindles it, a ripe Grape put 
to a green one, ripens it : company is of an 
aſlimilating nature, and grace, like fire, wil 
beger its like, and it's an advantage to trade 
with rich Merchants in precious commodities, 
for then we ſhal ger wel Rocked with riches, 
So *tis here, yea obſerve it, when a company 
of Chriſtians meet rogether for ſpiritual pur- 
poſes, Jeſus Chriſt makes one more, and he 
15 in {tead of many more, he walks from per- 
on to perſons and enquires what they want, 
and Joſeph-like, richlic fils the Sacks of their 
{culs with a tranſcendent ereaſure, _ 
ri 
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Chriſt keeps houle, there's nothing wanting, 
he that girded himſelf ro ſerve his Diſciples 
wil wait to be gracious, and (atisfie hungrie 
l & fouls: Chriſt walksinthe midlt of the gold- 


Gy | en Candleſticks, and feeds the Lamps of the 
SanAuarie with Oile : go forth cherefore, | 


por ſoul, by the foot-ſteps of the Flock, and 
B 4 + feed the Kids, beſides the Shepheards tents ; Be 

found in the communion of Saints, be not 
, content to have that Article in your Creed, but 
let ir be in your prattiſe ; wait on God in 
9 publick. Ordinances, every work there wil 
help to fil your ſouls ; prayer, reading, fing- 


Cant. 1.8; 


0 ing Pſalmes, th: word preached, the Sacra- 
1d > ments adminiſtred, you may get goes by 
- of Baptiſaiz, and the Lords Supper, faithtully 


uſed, belicvinglic improved, ſome applic 


us thoſe two Metaphors in Cant. 7. 2. Tothelc 

at two ſcales of the Covenant, thy Navel is 

a like a round goblet, which wanterh not li- ; J..; 
id unbilicus 


quor ; that imports Bapriſme, becauſe, as the 


Navel upholds; and knits cogecher, the Liver ION | | 
an Midrifft, Bladder, and receives by ir all the cortuey cert$ | 
vil nouriſhment the Infant hath from the-Mother 177 «rs 
de in the Womb, (o the feeble niembers of the 1 | 
£S Church arc united to Chrilt,and ſupplied with 
CS, fo0d by baptilme, tightly improved, which 
ny 1s a ful goblet, crowned with plenty and com» 
Ir- fort ; the latrer 1s che Lords Supper, which | 
he is thus expreſt, thy bellic is like an heap of / 
2 whear, (et about with Lillies : the belly is 
Its the bodies ſtore-tiouſe; ſo is :this bleſſed Sa- | 
ell erament, ſending out ro all che members of | 


thismiſtical bodieza due proportion of ſtrengrh 
X and 
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and nouriſhment, and this affords the fine 
pureſt wheat to every lilly-Saint , and milk» 
white {oul that feeds on Chriſt by taith : And 
therefore let every (oul be found in the uſe of 
theſe holy Ordinances that would bhavea trea- 
tare of grace, yer obſerve this caution, that 
though the Sacraments be neccflary, and the 
great mcanes of ſpiritual life, yet not in that 
manner and reſpect, as food 1s to a natural 
Bogþer Ec- lite, becauſe they contain in themſelves no 
clef. Polity, yital force or cfficacy ; they are ({aith a reve- 
_ rend Author) not phyſical but moral taſtru- 
rag. 229. Ncnts of [alvation, —all receive notthe grace 
of God, which receive the Sacraments of his 
grace, neither is ir ordinarily his wil to be» 
Hugo de tow the grace of Sacraments on any» but by 
Sacramen» the Sacraments, — a lictle alter, he {aith, they 
gag I- arc moral inſtruments, rhe uſe whereot is 1n 
by _ our hands, the cfte&t in his, for the uſe we 
waſa ſuns have his expreſs commangment, for the cfte&t 
ſpirirzatis his conditional promiſe, and we may expect 
tray nis performance of the promiſe upon our o* 
ez bedience to his command,—he quoteth Hugo 
{anant,qvia Comparing the Sacraments to a Veſlel, and 
vaſe egro- the grace therein to the medicine therein cx- 
rum nz hbibited,and we ſhould apply the ſpiritual good 
rhe nh *4 chercin to our diſtempered {pirits: but I have 
' been too large on this head. I ſhal ſhut up 
Primo id. (his piece of the Direory for obraimng a 
news eſſe treaſure, with an expreſſion of Cyprians, 
non potef} 
at martyriumy qui ab Eccleſia #0m armatur ad prelium: Ot mens ceſs - 
cit, quam, non accept2 Euchariflia erigity et accent: Cy. Epiſt, ad 
Carr&!, (th. n, Epiſ.2.P. a1, 


he 


SY 
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he cannot be fit tor Mattyrdome, that is not 
armed by the Churciito che confi, and thar 
mind faints, which is not erected and infla- 
med by receiving the Euchariſt, or Lords- 
Supper * to the communion of Saints in that 
choice Ordinance, is a tortitying and furniſh= 
ing Exerciſe. 


Ir Ie A a Is, _ — c— 


CHAP. XIII. 


that truths a Chriſtiaz is to treaſure #p, 


He ſecond head of DireCions, is to De(- 
cend more particularlic to give ſome ine 
ractions, what the Chriſtian 1s to treaſure 
up, In opening the Dodtrine I told you, he is 
to treaſure up theſe four rich commodities, 
wherewith he may furniſh his inward-man : 


r, Traths. 
. J2. Graces, 
Viz. 3. Experiences, 
4+ Comforts, 


I ſhall rcſumea diſcourſe of theſe, and give 
you a particular account of omething 1n all 
theſe, wherewich the boſome of a Chriſtian is 

to be hlled and furniſhed. | 
r. For the firſt, A Chriſtian is to ſtore up 
all cruths, the filings of gold are precious, the 
leaſt ſtar in the Firmament hach ſome influ- 
ence, (o all truths have cheir peculiar prec- 
oulneſs and cfficacie : Truth is a ſacred De- 
L 2 Pofituns 


——. <4 — 
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poſuurs which God hath committed into the 
bands of Miniſters and People , which muſt 
not be loſt at any hand, for all the world can- 
not give a price proportionable ro rhe leaſt 
truth : for to this end was Chriſt born, yea,and 
ſhed his deareſt blood, even to bear witncls to 
the truth,and to purchaſe the publication of it: 
*Iis very dangerous to be careleſle of leſſer 
truths, for there's nothing ſuperfluous inthe 
ſacred Canon, and things comparartivelic lit- 
tlcmay be great in their (phcar, ſeaſon, and 
conſequences, and *tis fad ro break the golden 
chain of truths: yct we are eſpecially to trea- 
{ureup fundamental and (caſonablec truths ; 
Do&rines that we are to venture our (oules 
upon, and ſuch as we may have a peculiar uſe 
z truths ſuitable to the day we live in : hence 

it is that the Apoſtle would have Belicvers c* 
ſabliſhed in the preſent truth, 2 Per. 1.12, 14. 
Say ſome, the Dottrine of the Goſpel which was 
at this tirve newly revealed : Or elle (as others 
interpret it) ſuch truths as are-moſt oppoſed, and 
contradittea : For we finde that every Church, 
and Ape hath its preſent errours , whereby 

falſe Teachers ſcek roundermine the Truth) 

and ſeduce, the profeſlors of it , therefore 

ſhould every foul be well Rtored with ſuch 
truths as may antidote him againſt preſent 

proecng corruptions ja Principle or Pra® 

ice, 

_ Thepeare four ſorts of divine Truths that 

I would councel all Chriſtians to get their 

heads and hearts well ſtockr with , which are 


:hele : | 
L Vita 
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1. Dottrinal 

. )2, Diſciplinary ; 

Viz, 3. Prattical Truths, 
4+ Experimental 


I, Doftrinal Truths, 2 Tim-1-13, Hold faſt 
the form of ſound words, This word | vnoTv- 
Tos | fignifiesa Model or Plat-form, a mould 
or trame of words, or things, methodically 
diſpoſed, as Printers ſet and compole their 
Characters or Letters in a Table : thus Gol- 
pel-dofrine is che Mould, and Hearers are as 


the metcal which takes the Idea & impreſſion Rem.6.ry 


that into which ir iscalt » A Chriſtian is ro 
ger the body of Divinite incorporated within 
him : *tis not below the moſt able, knowing, 
and judicious perſon toread , yea and com- 
mir to memoric Catechiſms, and Syſtems of 
Divinitic. I beſeech you lay this g-0d Da- 
Arinal foundationzand you'l finde inftaite ad- 
vantage by it , through-the whole courſe of 
life ; this will teach you todiſcourle diſtin- 
ly, hear profirablie, and read Scriptures, and 
g00d books with judgment, being able totry 
all things,and reduce every thing to i:s proper 
place: Takea taſte and touch of this (ort of 
truths in theſe general Heads, 


I. That the haly Scriptures are of divine «Aus 
thority, 
2+ That Gods word « the only compleat Supreme 
ay of all controverſies : 
3. That God is an infinite, ſimple, and immu* 
table 5 pirity 
L 4 4+ That 


4 oO "aw 7 Tn 
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4+ That there are three glorious Perſons in the 


unity of the God-head. 
5. That allthings depends tpon Geds eternal Dc- 
* crees: 
6. That mas was created in perfett helineſſe and 
» happineſs. - . 
9. That all maniind ts poliuted and rmned by 
Adams Apsftacye 


$.. That Chriſt, Godeman #© the 6nly Medrator 
betwixt God and max : | 
9. That C brit by dong , exau; TIS ay ng, bak 
- ſatis fied Juſtice, and juſtified frrners : 
G 10, That ſach as ſmcerely repent and believe, are 
juſtified and accepted : - ?.-"q 
: 1. 'T hat Baptiſme ard the Lords Supper , are 
ſeals of the Coutnuant of Grace: 


* Duam- 
VIS enum 
Wor /7f N04 0 

fnpticter 2, Diſciplizary truths , theſe in their kind 
__ and ſphear-are to be ſtored up, and contended 
er, ſel. ec. {Or * "tis true, thele arc not fofully laid down 
zlefe (ent £1 Scripture, . nor is there fo much ſtreſs laid 
x£quereli- thercupon» as on DoQtrinal truths, at leaſt as 
que dis; to every Punttilio relating to circumſtantialss 
- ——noorgy which hath occaſioned many hot diſputes a 
menta) ad Mong the ſtriteſt Chriſtians : yer withal, the 
completum Eſſentials of Diſcipline are of great uſe and in 
zamen e- afort neceſſarie, it not. to the being, yet to 


- er the well-bcing of che Church ; * our Lord Jc- 


- aud Day of Judgment. 


{ario deber (AS #6 faithful in his Houſe, and hathrnor left &> 
«deſſe : A» very thing ro humane prudence, though pol- 
mes Me- flvly ſomething may be faid for a' prudential 


dul. 116.1. 1 - | | i 
cap. 27 application of genera! Rules to -parricular 


Caſcs: 


12+ That there ſhall be a general Reſurreftion. 


F 
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Caſes : *cis loſt labour to enter into Contro-» 
verlies here z much precious time and pains 
hayc becn waſted bercing yet Mre Hooker ac» 
knowledgeth , that although there be no neceſſity 
18 . ſhould - preferibe. any one 'particalar form of 
Church government, yet touching the manner of 
governing 1w general, the Precepts which the 
Seriptare ſetteth down are wot few : and the ex- 
amples many which it propoſeth, for all Church-go- 


vernonrs , even 11 particalaritits to follow : Jeas 


thinos; finally, which are 0 wcipal Hookers — 
that thoſe things; finally, wh e of principal Keel pole; 
Book 3d. 
a tt | ; part. 4. fol, 
ke, Neither are theſe truths to be flighred, 69. 


weight tn the very particular form of Church p3- 


lity, are in the ſelf-ſame Scriptures contained : So 


bat we are £9Þe2> attentive tothem , and ob- 
feryvam amd\retentive of them } hence when 
the Goſpel-Church is defcribed. God faith, 
Ezck,q0.4. Behold with thine eyes, and heay with 
thine earos," andſet thine heart upon all that 1 ſhall 
frewthee : Under corretion, I conceive ſuch 


diſciplinary Truchs as theſe are nor obſcurely 


delivered by God ; As, 


1. That upon Chriſts ſhogldars byes the gOVerne 


' ment of bis Church, 


3« That Scripture-Precepts and Preſidents, are 


are the rule off Church-adminiſtrations : 


3. That Church-Officers are to be ducly quali- 


fied and called to their work : 


' 4» ThatChrifts own Officers have power to die | 


” Penſe Word and C enſures : 


F+ T hat holy things are for hbely m!n, Ordinaxn- 


ces wnſt be kept from pollution : 


6. That wi/ible, credible Profeſſion us the ground 
of Charch-communion 7. That 


53 


Mark 10. 
17. 


Prafical 
Eattch,p,2, 
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7+ That Admonition muft precede Rejeftion and 
Excommunication : | 

$, That Heretical Perſong, and diſorderly wal- 
hers are tobe cenſured ; X 

9. That evidence of Repentance. pleads for res 


admittance : 


IO, That Magiſtrates daty i8.ma cheriſb,defend , 


and propegage theChurch, Mimiſters to overs 
ſet, and Members to watch oner, and admos«, 
ſh one another : F 
11: That at leaſt there may be- Aſſociations of 
Charches by their Officers, for nweunl commu- 
219 and conſultation : | \is 
12+ That Synods and Councels conſulting about 
Church-affaires, are but companies of - men 
ſubjett to error, are not to haverlominion over 
mens faith, or Lord ut over conſciences, 8c, 


3- A third ſort of truths to be ſtored up are 
praQtical truths, fundamental truths of practi- 
cal concernment, are in a ſort the lite of Reli- 
Sion. Our Religion is not a Notion,Chriſtia- 
nity lies much 1n the Heart and Lite : the 
young Candidate's queſtion in the Goſpel, had 
mainly reference to praRice z Good Maſter, 
ſaith he , what ſhall I do that I may inberit;eter- 
wal life ? Socrateris accountedthe wileſt man, 
becauſe he applied his ſtudies and knowledge 
tothe moral part, the ſquaring and ordering 
of mens Lives : Saith Dr. Hazmond , and 
quotes an ancient ſaying, The end of Chriſti» 
an Philoſophy is to make them better, not more 
learned, to edifie, not toiuſtrut: The truth is, 
conſcientious Practice is both- the end' of 
KRnow- 
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Knowledge, and the means of further know- 
ledge; If we live up to his Will known, wee 
ſhall know more of his Will that's © be 
done : it we give upour ſelves totruch, we 
ſhal be made free by truth, Truachs of a pra- 
tical import, to delpver the ſoul from the boxn- 
dage of fin, and deliver up the ſaul in19 the liber- + 
ty of the Sons God, and makes him account Gods 
lervice perfeft fre:dome : Some truchs are to 
be believed, others to be lived upon , others 
to be lived up to, and (o are mare pradQical : 
ſuch as theſe ; 


I. T = all creatures are made for the glory of 
Goa, 

2. That the covenant of Works cawzt be kept by 
any meer man ſince the fall, 

3. That true faith cliſeth wholly with a whole 

3h « 

4. That none can expelt pardon without 4 fiu- 
cere Goſpel-repentance. 

$. That good works are the fruits, and euiden« 
ces of a lively faith, 

6, That theſe are only good works that have 4 
right root, rule and end, 

7. That mans beſt duties are imperfeft, and me* 
rit no good at Gods hands, 

$. That the moral Law i a Chriſtians rule of 0- 
bedtence. 

9. That God alone is tobe worſhipt, and that ac- 
cording to bis Will, 

10, T hat the obſervation of a Sabbath 11 a m« 
ral and perpetual Duty, 

I, That Magiſtrates are to b; honoured, en 

ter 


Joh.7-17« 


Theolof3.1 
eft ſcientia 
eſeftiva, 
wor ſprenia - 
fiva, Ger- 
ſon. 
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their lawfall commands obeyed, 
x2. That every manis to attend upon 4nd aft, 
by wertue of his general or particular Calling, 


4. Sort of truths to be hoarded up, are ex- 


" perimental truths, which are vital, and vivifi- 
. cal, that beget and maintain good blood ( as 
It were) in the ſoul : theſe are the (weereſt (o- 


Lace to a ſound Believer, theſe reach and teach 


the very hearr, bow the will, raviſh the Aﬀe- 


Qions, awaken the Conſcience, and influ- 
ence the whole converſation , the delightful 
rowling of theſe divine cruths in the minde, 
help the ſoul to walk in the ſweeteſt Paradiſe 
of Contemplation; theſe myſterious mar- 
rowic truths are like' that Sovg that none 
could learn but the hundred and. forty and four 
thouſand that are redeemed from the earth, Rey. 
14.4. Or like that »ew Name which »o man 
knoweth, ſaving be that recerveth it, Rev. 2. 179, 
Such eruths are better. fele then ſpoken ſ00- 
ner experienced then expreſt , indeed like 
thoſe | #þpyTx PhuxTa ] wutterable words that 
Pasl heard in Paradiſe,2 Cor, 1 2,4. Such truths 
as are bid from the wiſe and prudent, but revealed 
thens wnto babes, Matth,11425, This is a right 
knowing of the truth as it is in Jeſus, a lying un» 
der the power and impreſſton of divine Reves 
lations, without this Experience, Knowledge 
18a cold, dull, Moon-light Speculation, withs 
our the clear quickening heat of che Sun of 
Righteouſneſſe; nay , the choiceſt truths of 
the Goſpel cannot be diſcerned but by Expe- 
rience, Diyinitic is na a ſpeculative , but 
| aftcAiyc 
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affeQive knowledge : Treaſure up ſuch truths 
as thelCc- 


1. That by vature we are Avirſe to good, and 
rone to evil, v 
2+ T hat we ha no free-will to ſaving. good, but 
are paſſives in converſion, 
3+ T hat regeneration 5 a through change of the 
whole man, wm heart and life, 
4, T hat farth and repentance are the gifts of 
Gods free-grace, 
s. That a ſinzer us juſtified exly by Chriſts me-< 
Tits impmted, not by works. 
6+ That conformity to God is ax inſeparable com®« 
panion of commnnion with God. 
7. That every childe of God hath the ſpirit of «= 
doption, to belp to pray. 
8, That the beft Saints in this life are ſanttified 
but in parts, *' 
9. That a Chriſtians beſt and braveſt hife s alife 
of faith, 
10, That ſincere Saints may bt aſſnred of the truth 
of grace, and title to glory. 
It. That a juſtified perſon cannot totally and fi- 
2Ally fall away. 
12. That ſome ſpiritual good is exhibited ing 
and conveyed through the ſeales of the cout» 


zAxt, 


Such precious truths as theſe, Chriſtians, 
you are to gather, and fcal chem up among 
your treaſures, and you wil finde that ſuch 
2 treaſure wil furniſh your mindes with fa- 
ying knowledge, fortike your hearts againſt 
cTLoQuts 
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errours and oppoſitions, ſatisfic your (pirits 
in all doubts, and objeions; teach you to 
profir by Gods verbal and real diſpenſations, 
and prepare you for fiery trials, and hotteſt 
perſecutions: you cannot ſtand tor truths you 
know not, and you wil not ſtand tor thoſe 
truths that you are not for, and look not up- 
oN as your rrea(ure : you muſt hold faſt whar 
you have reccived, and therefore muſt you 
receive rhart you may retain, and lay up that 
you may live up io, and live upon them in 
an evil day : as a Miniſter, ſo a member of 
the Church muſt hold faſt the faichful word,as 
he hath been taught —— Tit 1. 9. He muſt 
maintain truth with all his might, ſtruggle 
and contend for it, fight and dic in the de- 
fence of it, truth and our ſouls muſt be mar- 
ried, and never divorced, there are truths that 
we may venture our fouls upon, and muſt 
venture our lives for { that's an Arheillical 
ſpcecla of ſome; that the Marcyrs in Queen 
AMary's daies died o'th pet, and were too pro=» 
digal of their blood, and that God requires 
no man to be cruel to himſelf for his fake : 
but the Saints have otherwiſe learned Chrift, 
than to denie him, or his truths before men, 
{eſt they be denied by him another day : they 
have not otherwiſe learned to love tim chan 
to lay down their lives for him, if he call 
them to it: and chus by being overcome they 
do overcome, as their Saviour before thent : 
and as*tison record, Rev. I 2. 11. They over- 
came by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
of their teſtimony, and they Irved not their me 
tut 


th 
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wnto the death; ic is the datic of cyery Chri- 
ſtianto lay up ſuch truths in the cloſe Cabi- 
net of his heart, as he may live and die by 
| and adhere cloſ(clic and conſtantlie unto? we 
* muſtdobycruths, as Ceſar by his books, who 
. being to (wim througha River to eſcape the 
furie of his enemies, carried his books aboye Mzjor fuit 
| watcr with his hand, bur loſt his robe, ſo CO 
| though we ſhould be purcoſwimchrougha 4 
Seca of trouble in following the Lamb, yet pure,” © 
muſt we keep the Lords Depoſicum, though 
we ſhould loſe our Garments of earthlie em- 
joyments, yea our lives themlelyes, rather 
than part with the ſacred and ſaving truths of 
| God contained in this blefled book of books, 
vl the holie Scriptures, which are to be our _ 
' treaſures: hence ſaiththe wiſeman, take faſt Fi% 413+ 
hold of inſtruftion; let her not go, keep her, 
| for ſhe is thy life : hence ſome good ſouls have 
| been willing to be burnt themſelyes, rather 
| | than willinglie to burn their Bibles, and have 
been rack in pieces, rather chan ſuffer thera 
| {elves to be rent from truth : ir 1s our great 
dutic to hold faſt, and hold forth the word of 
truch, to be witnefles to the truth aftivelic, 
| and for the truch paſſivelic, and if we main- 
o eain ir, irſhal maintain us, Revel. 3. 10, Be- 
canſe thos haſt kept the word of my patience, 1 
| alſo will keep thee from the hour of temptation — 
| The word of his patience may be taken cither 
cftc&ivelic, for ſuch a word as works a quiet, 
compoſed, ſubmiſfive trame of ſpirir, or c- 
ww vencvallie, for that word that may put a man 
upon the exerciſe of patience, ſo that he may 
cr 
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ſuffcr great hardſhips for it, and lay down his 
lite, as a ſacrifice on the behalf of it, yet muſt 
nota Chriltian flinch back; but in the ſtrength 
of God run the greate(t hazard for approved 
experienced truths of God : 1 know there is 
4 difference 1n truths; and the value we are to 
: {er upon them; as in cones, ſaith a reverend 
= Ras Divine, whercot one piece is a farthing anos 
make,, Ther 00 lets than a pound; - onlie. take this 
fee 1,7.x, rule in general, deſpiſe nor che meavelt trath, 
read ic. prove all things by Scripcure-rules; .lay up 
thorough. 1d hold faſt what is conſonant thercunto 
but above all lay the grearclt ſtreſs upon tun- 
damental polnts of Religion, and be, not 
beat from your hold , through fear or fa- 
your. Re 
So much for trealuring up Scripture- 


truths. 
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CHAP. XIV. 
t}hat ſort of Graces the Chriftian is t5 


treaſure up, 


He ſecond head of precious commodi- 

tics that a Chriſtians breaſt is to be ſto» 
red with, iss Divine graces, every grace is of 
vaſt worth, and excellent uſe, yea the leaſt 
degree of ſincere grace is worth a Mine of 
Gold, or a Princes Crown and Kingdome,. 
«ts ſaid of the grace of faith, that the trial of 
It (or faich tried jn che furnace of afflition) 
38 much more precious than gold, that per» 


iſhet 
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' iſheth— 1 Pet. 1,7. None canſct a right eſti= 


mate upon a grain of true grace, which is no 
other than the off-(pring ot Heaven, the pur- 
chaſe of Chriſts blood, and the bleſſed fruit of 
che ſpirit of grace: it is part of the divine na« 
rure, the Image of God, and (ſeed of immore« 
talitie, gracc 1s the muniment and ornament 
of the ſyuul, tis the onlie emolument and aces 
compliſhment of a Chriſtian ; let the World 
be hurryed to gather great eſtates, filling their 
houſes with goods, their barns with grain, 
and bags with gold, let the good (ſoul get 
filled with the fruits of rightcouſnels, the gra- 
ces of the ſpirit. 

There are four ſorts of graces, that I ſhal 
adviſe all Chriſtians ina {pccial manner co 
treabure up in their hearts 


I, DiceQing 
| - Subjetti 
Which are theſe . Projernnſ graces 
4. Perſeyering 


I. The believing ſoul is tolay up, with di- 
ligence, direQing, conduCting, reſolving, and 
ſatisfying graces, that is, abundance of know- 
ledge, wildome, prudence, and judgment , 
that he may have light and ſight, abour the 
things of God: Dayes arc coming, when 
Chriſtians may need the wildome of the Ser» 
pens, as wel as the innocencie of the Doye : 
a Chriſtian in his journey 1s often puz'ed 
with various paths, and intricate Mzanders, 
O how much yorch is a ſpirit of underſtand- 

M ng, 


Mart.10, is 
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L 
18, whereby we may chooſe the good, and * 
retuſe the bad, and kcep the (ircight road to 
Heaven ? hence the Apoſtle praies for his 
Philippians , that their love might abound 
more and morc in kuowledge, aid in all 
judgment, that they might approve things 
that are excellent, Pþil, 1, 9, 10, The means 
to keep 'us from failing about [ xd\i&«@oge | 
things indifferent, is to have a ſolid apprehens 
fion concerning theſe [Tx A\a4egovrax | things 
that arc excellent, or diffcrenccd trom orhers 
as che word imports, z.e. thoſe things that 
rend to f1nceritie and innocencie of life, there- 
forc he adds, that yce may be {incere, and 
without offence til the day of Chriſt, that's 
the beſt policie that hcips on picty, a ſpirit of g 
diſcerning is ulctul to cxaQt walking, an 1n- 
lighrened conſcience hclps the ſoul to be 
Eph. 5.15; Wichour offence - no man can walk circum 
Eccl. 2.14, {pe&ly, bur he that hath hiscies in his head ; 
he that walks in darkneſs with a blinde cie 
knows nor whether he goeth ; che eic of the 
minde is the light and guide of the wil and 
atteftions, and if that be blind-, hoſe blinde 
faculties fall into the ditch of errour, terrour, 
(| apoſtacie and miſerie: the Chriſtians cies muſt 
[! be tul of lighr, we cannot have too much 
knowledge if ir be ſanfifed, in one aCt of P 
Religion, a Chriſtian is tolook many waies, 
inwards at his principic, upwards, to the 
pleaſing of God, forwards at the reward, and 
his end, down-wards at the profir of men,&c. 
There. are many cies upon us, and our cies g 
mult be upon manic, ſome long to {ce a | 
; Wci* , 
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wel-doing, others watch for our halting, we 
had need get wiſdome to carry uſcfullic to- 
wards che good,and wiſely tewards thoſe that 
ar: without : there's great neceſſity of true 
ſolid knowledge, to diſcern our own dutic 
and exerciſe charity, to minde our own bu- 
ſineſs, and yet to do good offices to Saints, 
and f1aners, and to Keep within our place 
and ſtation : we ſhal finde ſome difficulty ſo 
to catty our (elves as notto give offence cares 
lefly, or to take offence cauſeleſly : we 
ſhould learn co ſee with our own cies, and 
not be led by multitudes, or wile, or !c>rned; 
or godly : Oh what a blcſicd thing is it to 
bz wiſe unto that which is good and fimple 
cnccerning evil ? with how much more caſe 
may a Chriſtian go through his Chriſtian 
courle with, than without, a ſolid know+ 
ledge? for wiſdome is profitable to dirc& : 
yea it ſtrengrhenech the wiſe morethan wea- 
pons of war : therefore it excelleth folly as 
Lir as light excclleth darkneſs : practical wil- 
dmc 1s infinitely beyond ſpeculative, hence 
{aich So/omon, the wildome of the prudent, is 
to underftand his way, Prov. 14. 8. this treas 
ſure of directing graccs is practical, it helps 
the tongue to anſwer diſcreetly, the feet to 
walk exactly, the hands to work complearlys 
to [pend no time or pains in by-wayes, or: 
by-blows: and it alſo concerns a mans ſclt* 
it doth not range abroad, and forget home, 
the greateſt Politician 18 a very fool that can- 
not order his own affaires vith diſcretion, he 
that is not wiſe tor himſelf is nor wile me 
3 20 


163 


Rom.16.19. 


Eccl16.10, 
Chip.7-10. 
C17. 3.13, 


_ 
— = 
———— A es 


Heart-Treaſure, 


God wil accept, and mcn wil praiſe that man 

that doth wel to bjmſclt : Pasl prayes for the 

Saints at Coleſs, that rthey might be filled with 

the knowledge of his wil, in all wiſdome and 

vicung;« {pitirual undciſtanding, ( ot. 1. 9. For what 
banc © end ? why not rotalk, but to walk worthy of 
ſcopum non the Lord, verſ, 10. That's the only knowledg 
ns that ends in holy praCtile : (oul-profiting is 

Seripuef- the cad of ſpiritual underſtanding : they that 

ve multum aim not at this end, and by their ſtudies are 

ſun: a« not furthered in this work, may havye-the 
laborent, repure of learned men, but ſhal never pals tor 
ws _ (| Judicious Chriltians. ; 

Cantur per Oh firs, cake much paines to lay up theſe 

ambages races that may dire&t you; certainly there 

aullo pro- 1s a valt difference betwixt a Chriſtian of a 

few. - {olid judgment aud another of a weak head, 

Caly,in /9c, , ! 

Col. x, x0. {hough both ſincere, ch one knows duty,and 
lawful liberty, the others conſcience is wotul- 
ly perplexed with nice and needleſs (cruples, 
which render him a burden to himſelf, and of- 
fence ro others, and cxpelc him ro a World 
of temptations : An untctied ſoul, that yer 
is wel-meaning but ignorant, is a Theater 
upon which Satan and {cducers do aCt dread» 

2 Per.3.16 ful Tragedies: it is unſtable ſouls thar wreſt 

-y w *. and prryctc the Scriptures, that are oply con- 

nn +"* ſtant in inconſtancy, and are toſſed to and fro 
with every wind of DsArine : Alas, theſe receive 
a new impreſſion by every Sermon or Com- 
pany, and as quickly part with, as chey ſpee- 
dily cloſe with a new notion, {o chat you 
cannot tel where to finde them : But now 


a (ober (olid, wel-taug.ac Chriſtian hath _ 
the 
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the Staffe, and you may know where to finde 
him and he knows where to finde his own 
Pcinciplcs, he moves alwaies upon the ſolid 
Axle-tree of Scripture-truths and Dutics, and 
by the help of this Sun can ordinarily finde 
his way in the dark miſts of Errour, andby 
the hand of the Spiric he is led through the 
dark entry and narrow pallage of Dutie to 
reſt and fatistaftion : hence it is ſaid, that a 
thar are 


ſprritnal man judgeth all things. i. e. 


doubtful , and 1s by this ſtock of direting 
graces afſilted ro behave himfelt wiſely in a 


perte& way: Pſalm 101,22. 


2, Freaſure up (ubjeQing graces, that may 
help youto bear Gods will, and freely ro ſub+- 
mit to his diſpoſe : Such as patience, humi- 
lity, ſelt-demal, weanedneſs from the world, 
heavenly-mindednefle, and that Rare Jewel 
of Chriſtian contentment in all conditions : Oh 
what a happie (oul is that ro which nothing 
can come amiſs , that is furniſhrt for cyer 
ſtorm ? Pas! was a brave Scholar in this ſuf- 
tering Schoohb Phil,4.11,12, he had learned in 
all eftates to be content 3 Its an hard task, and 
long Trade, but what cannot grace under- 
take and overcome, through the help of af- 
ſiting grace > The truth is, a treaſured Chri- 
ſtian may ſay with David, My foot Fraudeth mn 
an even place, and ſo is ſtayd for all aflays, as 
"tis in Mceter : come what can come, the gra» 
cious ſoul will light upon his feer, and ſtand 
upright, and not wrench his foot by turning 


alide into crooked waies : as a good man lies 
ſquare to eyery command of God, {o he doth 


M 3 


righ- 


k Cor. 25 
IF, 


Pſal. 26. 


1T, 


1166 Hleart-Treaſure. 


righteouſneſs ar all times : Wicked mens de- 
Jeb 30.iz. fggn 1s to puſh away the teer of the godly 
from their ſtanding in holy paths and out- 
ward comforts, therctore mult they make 
ftrait paths for their feet, left that which is lame 
be twrxed ont of the way, Heb.12.,13.1, e Ger a 
principle of health and recticuce in opp::ſ111 
on to that way-ward and wandring dilp. {;ti- 
onof heart that is naturally 112 all men, chat 
you may not turn a{1de t the right hand nor 
tothe lcfr, bur haſten with a right foor in a 
ratght courie to the goal of Glorie : Grace 
{irengthe:s the fouls joints and helps againſt 
haking, Ccurage and holy rctolution is a 
ſthooing of the Saints feet that they may walk 
ſteadily in lippery places : the whole Armour of 
Goa, eyenthe precious {tock ot Chriſtian gra® 
ces wil fortific the believing (ſoul againſt the 
ſharpeſt Encounters : Above all preparative 
for (ufferiogs, there's none doth fo bow the 
ſpirit ro bear burdens,{ubje& the heart ro the 
Lords pleaſure, heip the ſoul to wait his leis 
ſure, and ſecure from danger,ſo much as that 
Pſal.125.1, Heart-quieting grace of Faith: thisisthe way 
P:0.18-10. to {trengih and afery , a belicving fcul is fic 
forany condition , and wil live by his Faith 
1#viftus When all things fail, nothing can daunt him, 
ad [abores, al] things are cafie: He x, {aith an Ancient, 
fertis as rvmcible inlabonrs, flroug for dangers, rig1d a- 
4 0/5 nag "2 gainſt plealnres, Paraned ag aru5t the allwring baits 
werſus 20- of the worid : Oh the cxcellency and necefſi- 
IL ptates,d ty of Faith, courage, and a Chriſtian magna« 
7 adver- nimitics a believing ſoul moves in an hjgher 
' ene Orb than other Saints, as one ſaith, and /eads 
up 


Heart-Treaſure, 


wp the van of the Militia of Heaven : Faith ſets 
the {ou! asan impregnable Rock inthe mid{(t 
of the Sca , and iplits the waves of mens ma» 
licious threats and hot revenge, (o that it can 
ſay, as Davic ,*3: God have 1 put my traſt, I will 
ot fear what flejir , what man can do unto me, 
Palm 56. 4,11, Amongſt other ſubjecting 
graces be lute y- uu lay up 2 good treaſure ol 
that inc.zmparable grace of mecknefle, which 
captivates the underſtanding ro the obedi- 
ence of Faith, and maderares the will co a due 
ſubmiſhon to the Lords diſpoſe, and filenceth 
the lips againſt all murmuring expoſtulati- 


ons : this precious grace takes all well that g,, yy... 
God doth, and doth not rage agaiaſt che Ins neſs large- 
ſtrumenes, it yieldeth ative or paſſive obe- ly diſculgd 
dicnce to Superiours with chearfulneſs,though '* Dr- Ha- 


it dares not yield up its judgment to the gu:- 


dance of any mortal man,or Church on earth, je;, ,, 109, 
yer it meckly lyes under the cenſures and pu- wo 418. 


niſhments of men, committing all to bims tha: 
judgeth righteouſly, as Chrift did, 1 Per, 2. 23. 
Thcſe and ſuch like ſuffering graces, and dil- 
politions muſt Chriſtians ſtore up, that they 
may ſuffer according to the will of God: both 
tor cauſe and call, and carriage in the ſharp » 
eſt conflicts they may meet with npon carth : 
Thetrach is, Sirs, You little know wha lies 
berwixt you and the grave, you have not yer 
reſiſted unto bload , but you may : you little 
know what Religion may coſt you, you may 
0 through a long Vale of the hadow of death, 


todeath, and fight with beafts at Epheſus , and 1.uk x RK 
then mount vpin a fiery Charrizt ro Heayen : 26. w 34. 
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: Sit down then and reckon the charges in buil- , 
ding the Tower of Religion , and whether up $ 


Luke 14. You have armor of proof crocarry you through the 

26, to 34 an Army of dangers and difhculties : Stock ON « 

your (elves for a {torm, trame your backs for Fai 

a burden, me'r your wils into Gods Will, as rity 
youdeſireto bold out againlt fainting and de- of 

ſpair , and as you delire to hear thar bleiled Sp! 

Ewge, and {weet Encominms, from Jelus Chriſt, Pu 

1n amgy Far haſt born, and haſt pa- {| wi 

ticnce, and for my Namcs-ſake haſt labour» the 

ed, and haſt not fuinted —to hine that overcom+ IS; 

eth I will gryeto eat of the tree of Life, which «s | gc 

in the mid5t of the Paradiſe of God, | | 

3+ Endeavour to treaſurc up profiting grae b 


— 


ces, I meanſuch as wil help you both in dvu- v 


compaſſion to ſoules, and zeal for Gods glo+ 
rie, a publick Spirit, and an heart to lament 
the fins and ſufferings of the Church ; *cis 
a blceſizd thing to be of puclick uſe , ir 
adds luſtre to what is truly good to be diftu®» ®# 
five, and communicative. Some Chriſtians 
have thoſc uſctul gifts and grages, chat others 
(though truly good ) may want: the more 
g0od you have, the more good you may do : 
the Adminiſtration of the Spirit is given to eve- 
manto profic withal, x Cor.1 2.7. God layes 
in, 


ing and receiving good : For the firſt, lay up ? 1 
ſuch graccs as wil reader you ſerviceable in © 
your places, Rom, 14. 19+ — Let ws follow after C 
the things which make for peace,and things where - q 
with one may edifie andther (uch as brotherly-love, { 
or kindneſs, charity, meekueſſe, farbearance,gen= } 
zleneſſe , condeſcention , mutual Sympathics 


— 
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in, that we may lay out, and we are to lay 
up great treaſures on purpoſe that we may do 
the more good : that's an excellent expreſſt- 
on of Luthers, that all things are made free b 

Faith, and all things are made ſerviceable by cha» 
rity or love ; It 1s the propertic and plcalure | 


of a good foul robe doing good : Living tharitazem, 
Springs Lend forth ſtreams oft water , dead Luh. 


Pits muſt haveall that they afford drawn our 
with Buckets 3 the fuller a gracious ſoul is, 
the more freely wil he communicate : there 
is as much comfort in doing , as in recciving 
g00d : you mult be fitred tor both , therefore 

ray for, and put on ( as the Elett of God) 
Conde of mercy, kindnefle , humbleneſſe of 
minde, mecknefle, long-(ufteringy Col. 3. 12, 
1 3. that you may be diſpolcd to glorific God, 
edific others, and ſerve your generations ac- 
carding to the will of God, and art laſt give a 
g00d account of your Talents and Steward- 
ſhip : Bleſſed is the man that hath his Quiver 
ul of theſebleſſed ſhafts, Boxes full of Cor- 
dial Reccits, whereby he rgay both wound 
{1nners by admonition, and heal them by the 
wor words of conſolation. And then 2. 
You had necd treaſure up profiting graces, 
3. ee {uch as wil help you to get good to your 
own ſoules by all Gods dealings with you : 
Mix the Word and Rod with Faith, receive 
all with meekneſle, bring forth fruit with pa- 
tience : All that God doth is for our profit, 
even tokens of his anger is for our advantage, 
CorreCtions are for our inſtrution, partaking 
of his hytiveſſe is the peaceable fruit of righte- 


190. 
oulneſs 
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Jer. 4+ 3, 


oulſneſs that God aims at in all our troubles : 
Allthings would work together tor our good, 
it we had a receptive principle , to him that 
hath a treaſure ſhal more be given , accord- 
ing to the proportion of grace received and 
improved : Ordinances would do us more 
good if we had grace to get good by them, an 
heart ſanftified and ſtored with improving 
eraces, is like T inder, which ſoon rakes fire, 
and is apt to keep it, till ir be forced out : Na+ 
turaliſts obſerve, tha: Tranſmutation is caſic 
1nSymbolicai Elements, ſuch as agree in ſome 
prime qualities : W ater is more cafily turned 
into Air than into Fire: even (o, an holy and 
ſpiritual heart wil be cafily wrought on by 
holy and ſpiritual Ordinances : tor here is 
an agreement in qualities, gracious qualities 
make the ſoul both receptive and retentive of 
heavenly impreſſions : grow in gracc every 
day, and then you'l get good by all chat God 
doth: There are ſcveral graces that diſpoſe 
the ſoul to ſpiritual proficiency , as ſenfible- 
neſle, brokennefle, and tenderneſs of hears, fit 
to recejyedivine imprefhons , which plowes 
up, and prepares the ground for the ſeed : and 
then apprehenſiveneſfſe of ſpiritual wants, 
bebdened with ſin, breathing after God and 
grace With longing hungring deſires , which 
capacitates the ſoul for both ſanQifying and 
ſatisfying incomes: ſtrength of Grace is uſu- 
ally ſeconded with {weet diſcoverics, I John 2. 
14, 1 write unto yow young men, becanſe d* are 
ſtrong and the word of G od abidethin you: Strong 


and ſtored Chriſtians haye many precious 
Epiſtles 


% OY W » Ow 


Epiſtles from Heaven ; Thar's the third, 

4, Treaſurc up perſevering, pertefting and 
crowning Graces, turnilh your hearts with 
ſuch Graces as may help you through this 
world, and through death , and land you ſafe 
onthe ſhore of Ercrnitie, ſuch as theſe, fin- 
cerity, humilicy, taith, hope, love, the fear of 
God, delight in him, reſignation to him, re» 
ſolution for him, contempr of rhe world, de» 
lire of Heaven; if you have thele Graces you 
ſhal never fail or fall : unſound Profeflors 
may and wil fall away, but ſuch as are thus 
rooted ſhal grow up as high as Heaven, Hy- 
poctrires may aſcend many ſteps rowards Hea- 
ven, bur he that hath ſincerity at the bottom 
and perſcycrance at the top of this Ladder 
ſhal not miſs of Glorie : Q ſee to the up- 
rightneſſe of your hearts , and truth of your 
Graces,be not miſtaken about your ſtate, build 
high by laying the foundation low, if the 
roor of the matter be in you, it ſhal not be 
eradicated ; ſaving grace wil end in eternal 
Glorie: the girdle of Truth, the breaft-plate of 
Righggouſneſſe, the ſhooes of Heroick Reſolu- 
tion, the ſhield of Faith, the Helmet of Hope, the 
Sword of Scripture-truths, and conſtant fer- 
vent prayer, wil help the confliting ſoul to 
glorious Conqueſt, and God wi! fer an in« 
acceſſible Crown upon the conquering Head 
of a perſevering Saint : if youlay up perſe- 
vering Graces, you ſhal hold on and hold our, 
it your love abound tn knowledge and jr all 
judgment, your ſoulcs ſhal be withoar offence 
tsll the day of Chri#t 3 Phil, Is 93 Io Whar 
would 
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I 5s 1631 74 
18- 


emt\,904- 
VHCKTE, 
proprie ſig - 


ifecat cbo- 
rum duce- 


re,abuni, 
X0g95 & 
& ya, du- 
£9. BeBas 
ETIX001= 
YiUTEe 
Tail. 
Allude ro 
Pſalm 45, 
14, 15- 


472 Heart-Treafure, 4 
would yol give Sirs, tocome ſafely to Heas - 

ven ? Why! Dobut layup a good founda-- #3 
tion for your (elyes againſt the time ro-come, M 


and thereby you do ( as it were) lay hold up- 
oneternal Life, 1 Tim.6,19: Preſs foward, and 
be aiming at perfelizon, take heed of (fo much 
as) (eeming to fall ſhort: hcapuptluch Gra- 
ces, ſo many, and (uch degrees and mealures 
of them, that an abundant encrance niay be 
made for you znto the Kingdome of Chriſt, 2 Per, 
x. I, the great direftion there preſcribed is 
an addition of one degree of Grace to ano- 
ther, or rather of one ſortof oraces to ano- 
ther, and the word in Greek that's rranſla- 
red adde ye | werſ, 5.1] 's anclegant alluſion 
to Yirgins daxce, who link themſelves hand 
in hang, and obſerve a decent order in their 
recreating exerciſes: and *cis obſervable that 
the (ame word is uſed in ver.1 1.to expreſs the 
adding or miniſtring to ſuch a ſoul the en- 
trance intoGlorie : to note to us, the nearneſs 
and propinquity berwixt the higheſt degrees 
of Grace and the ſtare of Glory, the link and 
chainof divine Graces, reacherh from the firſt 
uniting Grace of Faich, to che God-injoying 
grace of perfett love, theſe Virgin-graces go- 
ing hand in hand ina believing foul, lead it 


higher and higher, cil they bring ir into the 


Princes preſence, and Bride-groomes Cham- 
ber : Oh how merrily wil you dance to hea» 
ven, with thele concatenated graces! the 
Lord ſtil raking by the end of chis golden 
Chain, and drawing your ſouls cvery day 
ncarer to glory, for the ſame Apoſtle lah, 
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; ; We are kept by the power of God, through faith, to 
& ſa/vation, 1 Pot. 1. 5s 50 that the foul is hap» 
Pie, by- the Lords keeping and ating the 


orace of faith z we hal perſeverc, by the aſ- 
{iſtance of God) as the efficient cauſe, and in 
the exerciſe and increaſe of all graces, eſpe- 
ciallie faith, as the meanes : thus are Chri- 
ſtians to treaſure up all perſeyering graces, 
that they may not taint by the way, bur hold 
out,and that their laſt may be more than their 
firſt, and this brave fabrick of grace may be 
raiſed up as high as Heaven: onlie I entreat 
you, be ſure that you lay Chriſt for a founda- 
tion, and dig deep in humiliation 3 you'l ne- 
ver have a perte&ion of degrees, except you 
bavc a perfection of parts tin integrity of 
heart; and you'l never reach glorie, unleſs 
Chriſt draw you with him, in his aſcention by 
his merit, and ſpirir, therefore ſee to your in- 
tereſt, and then grow in grace, and if you do 
theſe things, you ſþal never fail, 


_r———— — — _ 
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What experiences are tobe treaſured up, 
"THe third ſort of precious uſeful goods, 
| that the Chriſtian is to lay up» 1s choſe 
various experiences, he hath in all paſſages of 
his life ; certainly a Chriſtian may be a great 
gainer this way, this isa grand dutic, a Cha- 
rafter of ſolid wiſdome, and a meanes of 
more: So ſaith the Pſalmiſt, concerning the 
yarious ats of divine providence, 1n Pſal. 
197, 


174 Fleart-Treaſure. 
; 107. 43+ Who ſo # wiſe, and will obſerve thoſe 
things, even they ſhall underſtand the loing -hind- 
eſs of the Lord: q, d, Such as (er their hcarts 
ro con(1der of the Lords blefied and embroi- 
dered workmanſhip in the World, have wiſe 
and obſervant (pirits, and ſhal grow ſtil wi- 
ſer, and (ce more of God in his diſpenſations 
Pial.25.14 than orher mcn s$ God opens his ſecret Cabi- 
Iai.5.12- get ro obſervant Chriſtians, but be is much 
offended with thoſe that rcoaard not his 
works, and threatens to deſtroy chem, and 
Plal.gz; 5, not to build them up: Pſal. 28, 5. Bur this is 
6, 7 too higha work tor brutiſh ſortiſh fouts, ir is 
the good ſoul that layes up experiences, the 
righteous man, ſaith Sa/amos, wilelic conli- 
derecli che houſe of the wicked. Prov. 21. 12, 
2, e, He rakes notice what becomes of ir, how 
the Lord deales with wicked men, and their 
houſes: and ſo-in all other affaices, both 
publick and private, God's carriage to both 
Jr: 9+ 123 500d and bad, in mercy and judgment, as 
Hol, __ Scripture teſtihes. - 
Bur I (hal rathcr keep cloſe to the Chriſti- 
ans perſonal experiments that relate to hime 
ſelf, and dchjre every childe of God to trea- 
{ure up expericnces of rhele tour forts, — 


( n, Of the vanicy of the Worlds 
» 2, Of the rreachery of his heacr, 
12.4% C reachery of | 
" 3. Otche bitcerneſs of {1. 
4. Ot Heavenlic difſcovcrics. 


1. Lay up experiments of the Worlds va» 
nity, Solomos made ſuch a Coliction m_ 
ite 
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life long, and recoiletts it in his Ecclefieſtes, in 
his declaing old age : uc had great opportu- 
nitics, and large tacultics that did capaciate 
him forſuch an experiment, he knew .betcer 
than any man breathing, what che flattering 
World could do for her beloved minions,yert 
cries Out at laſt, «ll is vanity, yea vexing vamty : 
and th: whole book is an InduQtion of parti- 
culars, to proye this aflertion: And what 
can the man do that cometh after the King ? 
alas, firs, it you make the like diſquiſition, 
you mult nceds make the ſame concluſion ; 
you cannot ſearch more into,nor make more, 
of the creature, than Solomor, yet he found ya- 
nity ingraven upon the choiceſt enjoyment : 
and have nor you alſo found the like 1n your 
time and obſervation? Wel then Chriſtian, 
rub oft the ruſt and duſt of old experiences, 
rcad the wile-mans laſt and ſoundeſt leures 
on the whole Creation, and let your dear» 
bought experiments comment thereupon,and 
lay up both text and comment in your hearts 
for after-times; poor ſoul, conſider, didſt 
thou ever truſt the World, but ic deceiyed 
thee? Hath it not failed chee at ſuch a time 2? 
and diſappointed thee in {uch a caſe ? O how 
did(t thou blcfle thy felt in ſuch 2n expeRati- 
on ? bur alas, thou didſt but graſp the ſand or 
{moak : haſt thou not found riches uncertain? 
friends inconſtant, relations vanitbing ? have 
you not (cen the World paſhug 1way, and 
the treble en'oymeats of it, pleaſure, profit, 
and preterment, ( juſt like the liding ſtream 
of a {witt Riycr ) baſtening cowards their 
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rimicive Chaos of vanity and confuſion? 
Cmrever men may be bewirched with the 
Worlds bravery, yet the ſpitfr of God judg- 


A8.25.23- eth of it, but as a meer phanxaſie, or Pageant- 
aC9r.7-31+ ſhew, or as a Mathematical figure, which is 


but a notion, an Idca in the fancy or imagi- 
nation : at the beſt 'ris bur an accidental fis 
gure without. ſubſtance : what (olid content 
haye you cver found in ic ? when you have 
ſoughr to the Creature, bath it not anſwered, 
"ris not in me to fil the ſoul, or do you good? 
or at beſt bur like a dream of the night-viſt- 
on, when the hungry and thirſty think they 
Eat and drink,but are taint when they awake: 
have not your ſouls found this too true by 
ſad expericace? why now, lay up theſethings, 
prodice them out of your ſtore, and learn 
thereby to truſt the World nomore : Oh 
What good may thele do you upon a tem- 
ptarion to Carnal confidence tremble to 
picrce and prejudice thy foul again, never 
lean upon this broken reed, that wil run into 
thy hand and hcatt, and pierce thee with 
many ſorrows here, and be in danger to 
drown thee in eternal perdition, 1 Tims. 6. g, 
The truth is, there's nothing an(wers our 
defires and hopes in this World, nothiog 
pleaſcih us ſo wel in the fruition, as in the 
expcctation, we finde the World bur a lie, 
and the (weeteſt comforts, lying vanities, and 
(as one faith ) our leaning-ſtaft becomes a 
knocking Cudgel : wel then, fince you have 
tound it fo, look upon it as fo, and lay up 
that experiment, 

As Lay 
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2. Lay up cxperiences of the treachery of 
the heart, rcad over Mr, Dykes Treatiſe of 
the deceittulncls of the heart, and compare 
your own experiences wich that book: Bur 
eſpecially read and ttudy wel this multifari- 
ous book of a baſe heart, conlider and res 
member thoſe waycs of guile and guilr, that 
have cult thy foul {ſy dear : as thus, in fach a 
duty my hcart gave me the ſlip, in ſuch a 
temptation my heart led away my hand or 
footz and cauſed my fleſh ro fin , 1n ſuch an 
enjoyment my pcrfidious hceare was ftollen 
away, in ſuch an :MiQion | had diſcontented 
rilings of heart, and my tumuluous quarrels 
ſome ſpirit made me to (ſpeak unadviledly 
with my lips, I'le never truſt this deceitful 
heart againg who but a fool wil ventuic his 
whole eſtate wiih a known Thick? what 
wiſe man wil truſt a known Jugler ? Solomon 


ſaich, He that truſtetb in his own heart ts a fool : Fi0-23016, 


and I (hal be the moſt errant fool that breath» 
eth, it after ſo many cheating tricks, I ſhould 
conhide in this perfidious Traitor. Ah Chri- 
ſtian, I appeal ro thine own experience, how 
many a woful inſtance haſt thou had of the 
hearts deceitfulneſs? Ir is apt to deccive, and 
as caſte to be deccived, and (elt-decciry is the 
moſt dangerous: rhe heart, fince the faly is 
naturally of a vafrous, ſubtile, and fickle 
temper, and is ſtil made worſe and worſe, by 
the deceittulneſs of fin, Heb, 3- 13, which is 
as it were woven and twiſted in the frame 
and conſtitution thereof, and fo thoſe two 
cheats conſpire to undo the poor ſoul : and 

N wers 
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were not God a more faſt friend rothe Saint 
than he is to himſelf, there were no ſalvation 

[Quiſq; ſbi for a lorry finner : for cycry Man is a Sathan 

Sataneit, to himſelf, and the ſincere Saint wil pray 

moſt (with Divine A#ftin) ro be delivered 

'A maioho- from that evil man himſclt; and is more 

mine meip- afraid of the folly that is bound up in his own 

_ heart, than of aflaults from without : and 

-- + indced the reaſon of a fouls ſelf-confidence, is 
ſelf-ignorance, or not laying up experiences 

_ of the hearts deceirtulneſs ; the truth is, a 

-«*tt ntmo " . , 

38 ſeſe ten» POOT (elt-deceiving (tnner dares nor look into 

fat deſcen- his heart, Icſt he finde not things there as he 

dere nemo. fanciethy or would perſwade himſelt, but puts 
all ro the veature, like a deſperate bankrupt 
bur a childe of God cannot bur lee this trea* 
chery that others hide or counterfeit, and 
willingly (ces ity and as (adly laments it, and 
as watchfully avoids thoſe deceits : obſerve it, 
though decceivings by the heart be bad, yet ob- 
ſerving and laying up ſuch ſad experiments 
Is ccttainly good, and of fingular uſe to the 
ſincere and ſerious ſoul : che Ld help us all 
ſo to note, and be aſraid of our naughty ſpi- 
rits, that we may trult them leſs, and God 
more, whilc we Jive, 

3- Lay up expcriences of fin's bitrernels: 
conſider what were the infinuating wates of 
fin and Satan to intangle you, and the [ad 
ftcAs of fin, what tears, and groans, and 
'birrer bickerings ir coſt your captivated fouls, 
to extricare your ſelyes, and regulite your 
ſtare : Oh the antricate windings of that croO- 
ked Serpem ? what iirange and ſubtle me- 

thods 
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thods and devices did Satan uſe, totrap and 
overtake you with his freſh and turious aſ- 
{aulrs ! how often hath he preſented the bair 
and hid the hovk, hath he nor (ct before your 
cr:dulous ſouls, the pleaſure or prot of a 
ba(c luſt ? hath he not extenuared f1n at firſt 
to bring you to commit it, and afterwards age 
oravared it to drive you to delpaire ? f1n doth 
Cicat us with golden Mountains, as one faith, 
but leaves us in the Luds at laſt : che firſt a& Jam; 1.14; 
of delightful conception ends in paintul or I Fo 
mortal travel under diyine indignation 2 — 
though (11 was delightful ar the firſt, yer it al- — _ 
waics proved bitterneſs in the end : asKk your cape! on 
own hcarts, what fruir had you of thoſe things Temp. 
whereof you are now aſhamed ? the awake- #48- 21. to 
ned conſcience wil anſwer the end of thoſe 3* 
things is death, deadly pun, or erernal death, , 
repentance, or vengeance : your wilde Oates jy 0 x2 
ſown in youth with delight, roſe up 1n bircer 13, 14. 
Hemlock and \Wormwood ; though wick- Peur. 32. 
ednc(s was ſweet in the mouth, yer ir is turn- ,,.. 33* 
cd to be as the gall of Alp:s within : yea the x; —_ 
crael venome of Alpes, as 44oſes teſtifies, 1.6. per meto- 
capital, deadly, biciag poyſon, fo it proves : 7. Ver- 
Oh the dreadful ſtings and pangsthat fin defy = Rus 
behind.ir ! wich what feares and tcarcs, tr» j;aribue 
rours and horrours did ic fil the poor penitent ſerpentis 
ſoul ! what brokea bones and atftrighcing cares ve! aſpidir 
had the offending prodigal before he was ad- #*4* 3 we- 
mitted into his' fathers {weet embraces ! how roger = 
long did the humble ſuicor lic ar the gates of wyrrifernme 
mercy before he could get admiſſion ! or ſee 
the Kings face, or obtain the joy of Gods (ai 
N 2 yation 2 
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vation? not that God is ſo hard to be cntrea« 
ted, or dclights in a poor Cre-tures malady 
or miſery, bur that he may «tte the heart 
With the cvil of fin, ſtir up more longings at- 
tcr grace, prize Chriſt and pardon, and lcarn 
to {11 no more ; therctore he keeps the (oul 
long inſulpencey, even when his bowcls yearn 
upon it, as Joſeph's did upon his brethren, 
upon the like ground,as hedcalt with irians 
in healing her body of che Leprofic, it her fa- 
cher, (aichhe, had bur ſpit in her tacc, ſhould 
ſhe nor be aſhamed ſeven daies, Num 12.14. 
Thus God would have us to know, the worth 
of his fayour, by the want of it for a (calon : 
ſurely, firs, it you would lay theſe {ad expert- 
ments in ſtore, it would prove a notable An- 
tidotc againſt the next aſſault : the burnt child 
wil dread the fire: Oh what {in-abhoring rc* 
ſolutions had the penitent ſoul in its deep hu» 
miliations? if you had come to David whillt 
he was bathing himſelf in briny tcarcs, and 
ſaid, what (ailt thou now to murder ? how 
doſt chou like thy fleſhly luſts ? wilt thou buy 
repentance at {o dear a rate? and fall again 
Into uncleannels >? would he not have ane 
{wered , O no, God forbid that I ſhould 
f1n again? I wil be racket or torne in 
p-cces, rather than diſhonour my God,gricve 
his Spirit, and fill my poor ſoul with ſuch tor- 
m*ring troubles : Certainly » when poor 
David ws roarino,by realon o' the diſquetneſs 
of h1s Sprrit, when there WAI no reſt in his boxes 
becauſe of hrs ſin, he had oher thonzhts of 
is finnovy, then yhea lie was catring and ad- 
yenturing 
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venturing upon the aCt, or engaged in It + 
there's no man ſo bruiciſh (carce, but will ab» 
ſtain from that which experience te!s him hath 
done lim hut : a wiſe man will forbear 
ſtale-drink when he knows 1intallibly ic will 
calt kim into a fit of the ſtonc : So the Chrt- 
ſtian that hath laid up expericnces how dcar 
fin bath coſt him, wil thus argue, I remem- 
ber what an i]] conuition fin brought me 1n- 
to, I hadneed {in nomore leſt a worſe thing 
come u'1to me : Sin br.:ke my bones, but now 
it 1 fin again Itcar it wil break my neck, f11 
filled my ſoul wi:h hcart-ſhaking tears ; bur 
may expe& it wil now fil mc wi:h heart-de- 
ſolating deſpair : it brought a. hell into my 
Conlcicnce before , but now | fcar it wil caſt 
my (oul into hell : Lay up and make ule of 
theſe ſad experiments, any I may taen almoſt 
ſay, vin it you dare : 

4» Lay up divine Diſcoveries, which your 
{oules have had (weet and latisfying experi» 
ences of : it yoube Chrittianps, ſuch you have 
had, I dare ſay, and you dare not deny : I find 
very many precious Saints that have kept a 
Diary of Gods dealings with heir ſouls, as 
Reverend Mr, Carter, and many others : there 
are two (ris of Experiences that I ſhal com- 
mend to you to treaſureup : 1. Special Pros» 
vidences; 2, Spiricual Influences: 

1, You aretolay up Experim nts of Gods 
gracious Providence about yu; the Wile 
God hath fo diſpoſed of affairs concerning his 
People, rhat one part of our lives may hclp 
us 11 another, the Van and former part of our 
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dates may contribute to bring up the Rear and 
remaindcr of them * as thus, the ſou} argues, 
The Lord hath helped in {uch a trait, directed 
inſuch a doubt prevented {uch a tcar, broken 
{uch a (nare, and he is the ſame God itil! y aid 
wiilhclp tor the future + Let the Saints let up 
{ome | Eber- ezer] (tone of helpy as a memo- 
1a; of tormer goodne(s : Let Couls mak: ne 
of the excellent Scriptute-Lovick, Hath, Ds: b 
and Will Delwer ; Write down Signa! Provis 
dences, or lock chem upin the (ate Chelt of a 
janchifhed Memorie, and produce them when 
you are a5n-pluſt, and have your back to the 
wall : Swe.t CYPECICNCES ol by-palt deve 
ranccs are not the leaſt part of a Chriltians 
treaſure : cthough I would not have you dote 
upon them , or imagine that God can go no 
further than he bath gone, which may more 
daunt you in new and greater troubles, yet 
withal, do not delpiſc them, and ſlight them, 
but Jay them up and plcad them with the 
Lord as the Church often doth : One part of 
Pſalm 74. 1s alad complaint of Gods anger, 
and the Churches affliction ; the other part 1s 
an encouraging rehearſal of former Provi- 
dences: Thusrhe aſſiſtance formerly vouchs 
ſafed proves an argument for the Saints fu- 

cure encouragement 2 
2, You mult alſo lay up Experiences of ſonl- 
wmiargement and refreſhing Comforts : as thus, 
In ſuch an Ordinance I met with God, and 
beheld his Reconciled Face * In ſuch a Duty 
my graces were quickened , excrciſed, ene 
crealed : In ſuch a Chamber or _ my 
1CgIt 
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heart was warmed,meclted, ſarisficd : In ſuch 
a Company-with ſuch a Socicty was my ſoul 
enlarged, rclolycd , and (weetly tranſported 
beyond my iclt : Oh what a blefled day or 
night was that ico me, When I had che kiſſes 
of Gods tnouth, clic {miles of his Face, and 
bad a clear acquirtance (caled to my conſci- 
ence of the remiſſion of my ſins! I well re- 
member it, and my hcart danceth witchia me 
to think of che {weet daies of mutual inter- 
courſe that God and I have had together ! 
Theſe arc nct alwaics to be expected , ſuch 
Sweer-meats of divine Joy are nor a Chriſtt- 
ans conſtant common tare, 2 pining time 
may come, I'le make much ot, and loug ſtore 
up ſuch ſweet & (ecret hints of Love againſt a 
time of need. God forbid that I ſhould loſe 
this Token tor good, this broken Rir: -, this 
Pledge from Heaven: this may ftaud me in 
ſtead in a dark 8 gloomy day.when the Lord 
ſhal trown upon me as an Enemy , and pur 
me from him as though he would forſaze mes 
then will I ſay unto God, as Job, Thow knows 
eft that 1 am not wicked, Lord, doft thou uſe to 
deal ſo with wicked men, or reveal thy ſelf thus 
tothem that know thee not ? Art thou wont to 
ſtir up in the carelefle world,luch penitent be- 
moanings, {ach ardent breathings, and ſuch 
vehement pantings after thy ſelt? And haſt 
thou ever given in ſuch familiar diſcoverics 
tounregencrate ſoules, as my heart hath had 
experience of many a time ? and is this the 
manner of man, O Lord? Are theſe thy 
waics with unſanSified ſoules > Wilt thou 
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hold communion with thoſe that never were 
united to thee ? Doth not ſuch communion 
pre-luppoſe an union > either thele Expe- 
riences are falſe and counterteic, or ] am 
thine, tor whom thou loveſt once , thou loveſt 
to the end + though I be fickle and inconitant 
yetthou arr the (ame , and vnchangeadle in 
thy love 3 now 1 darc not (ay tit all the 
ſweet Experiences are mcer fictions, dreams 
and ſhadows, nao, Go:l torbid 5; I humbly 
hope viicy were geuttine evidences of thy (pe- 
cial Love, ariſing from and buiir up.»n che 
Word and Spirit, yea they carricd their evi- 
dence along with them, and letr ſuch ſtamps 
upon my {uul as can ncver be forgotten or 
worn off : I can appeal to thy (elt,-O Lord, 
it ſuch paſlages were nor betwixt thy ſelf and 
my hcart, Which no creature upon earth hath 
known off; and fince thou canſt not deny 
thine own Name 1in-graven on my heart, and 
ſealed ſweetly to me, 1 commit the matter 
wholly to thee, though now thou ſeem to 
carry {trangcly rowards me, as though thou 
hadſt quite caſt me off , yct thou art my God 
ſtill, my loving Father, and only Friend , I 
cannet part frm thee, I will not let thee 20 3 
there was once love betwixt us, and though 
now in witdome and faithfulneſſe thou ſcem 
to {mother thy bowels of Mercy, and rcſtrain 
tac ctte&s of thy Love, yet thou haſt the 
ſame heart now as thou waſt wont to have, 
I know it by the workings I teel in mine 
own breaſt rowards thee ; And therefore Lord 
{ hang upan thee, and plead ( with David ) 
there 


_— ” — 


es. —— 


Heart-Treafure. 135 


where are thy former loving-kindneſſes which pcm 89] 


thou (bewedſt ro me ? 49 
Thus, Chriſtians , thus lay up, and thus 
draw forth your {weee Experiences in ſuch a 
time of nced, in this Night of delcrtion , "as 


Thamar once did produce Judabs Staffe, $ig- Gen, 38+ 


wet, and Bracelets, as her Pledge when ſhe was *5* 
brought out ro be burnt. O Sirs, when God 
deals graciouſly with you, caſt not thele pre- 
cious Love-tokens at your heels , as whoriſh 
ſpirits do, but lay up theſe teſtimonies of 
of Love, ſent from your H=bazd Chrift, a+ 
mong your choicelt treaſures. that you may 
pr.duce them as occaſion (crvcs, 


CHAP. XVI. 


How a T rea(wure of Comsforts is to be laid up 
in the Heart. 


Fourth Treaſure to be hoarded up in 
the breaſt ot a Believer, is the (weer and 
ſatisfying comforts of the Spirit. *Tis rrue, 
thele are the Arbitrary and immediate cfte&ts 
of the (anCtitying and ſealing Spirit, yer or- 
dinarily comtort 1s dropp:d from Heaven in- 
tothe believing Soul in a way of Duty and 
holy endeavour , the nearer we approach to 
the Sun, and the more light and heat » now 
cxerciles of Religion are a ſoules approach- 
ing to the Sun of Righteouſneſs , and for this 
cauſe *ris good for us to draw near to God, 
that we may anghor and center our ſouls up- 
on 
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on him, where only we ſhall have Reſt + This 
preſent Reward wee may finde in keeping 
Gods Commandements, Grace and Peace, 
Holineſs and Comforts go uſuaily hand in 
hand, for her wajes are wayes of pleaſantreſſe, 
and hey paths are peace,ProgZ.17. And great peace 
have they that love thy Law , Pſalm 119. 165. 
Every gracious act hath ſome degree of com - 
fort annexed to it, peace is inthem, as well as 
on them, that walk according to Rule , and 
theſe good old wayes bring us to reſt 13 God, 
and produce a bleflcd Sabbath ot Reſt in our 
ſpirits: it you keep Gods Commands, Chriſt 
Wil ſend the Comferter to you, nay, himſelf will 
come unto you, and make his abode with you John 
14-15,16-23. Be much inthe performance of 
holy Duties, and enjoyment of God in Ordi- 
nances, and therein you may behold his beau- 
titul Face, and hear his pleaſant Voice : here 
you may (uck and be ſatisfied at theſe breaſts 
of Conſolation, through theſe blefled Pipes you 
may deriye ſolid Joy , and enjoy raviſhing 
{weetneſle : improve cripture=truths , a& 
ſpiritual Graces, lay up reviving Experien- 
ces, and the refult of all will be retreſhing 
Comtorts, 

Bur be{1des theſe, IT connſcl you to hoard 
up and make much of ſuch thoughts as may 
be ſtreams to feed and fill the well of ſolid, ſer- 
led comforts in your hearts: Take only theſe 
four Direions : " 

rt. Lay upall your comfort in God alone : 
God # the father of Mercies, and the God of all 
conſolation ; there's not a beam of Light or 
ſtream 
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ſtream of Joy, bur what proceeds from this 
Sun and ſpring ot Grace and happineſle : the 
orcat God chat made all things with a word, 
can ſpeak and make peace 1n the confuſed 
heart, *tis one of his Royal incommunicable 
Prerogatives, {{a, 51.12, 7, even I am be that 


comforteth you, — If God comtorr, whocan fad- Job 34-29 


den > and it God afflit, who elſe can comfort? 
The Air lights not without the Sun , the fuel 
heats not without the Fire , neither can any 
Inſtrument chear up a drooping heart, where 


God ſulpends his influence ; but Gods Chil- , Sam. 36 


dren have been encouraged and comforted in #. 


God in the abſence of other comforts, as Da- Had.3-17z 
vid and Habakkuk : O Chriltians, learn this *: 


divine Art of fctching all your comforts from 
God , lay up your ſtock of comfort in the 
Rock of Ages, this will be as honey ont of the 
Rock.,as water from the fountain that comes free- 
ly,{weerly,purely and abundantly : if you lay 
ap all your comfort in the ſtreams, what wil 
you do for comfort when the ſtreames arecut 
off? if you bang your comfort on every 
hedge, it will be far to ſeek in a day of necd : 
but it God be your portion, the Antidote is 
at hand, ſo that you need nor fear poyſoning 
or perplexing evils, for his very Red ard 
Staffe hall comfort you ; Old Chytrens had this 
only and all-ſufficient Medicine and Remedy 
in his troubled affaires, to ſupport bis fainting 
heart, the Fathers heart , the fairhtul Word 
and powerful hand of Jehovah, and thus he 
{ings, 
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ling eff in trepiag muhi re Medicina Jehove, 
Cor Patrinm, 05 verax , onnipoten[ 9, mani * 


Hence it was that holy David diſclaims all the | 
world, and faith, he hath zoxe in Heaven, or 
earth beſides God, Plaim 73+ 25, 26, and when 
all was gone he had ſtil a ſufficient portion in 
the abſence or oppoſition of all the world ; 
hence it is that the Saints have been like mount 
Zton, and remained impregnable in the mid(t 
of waves, being ſetled upon the Rock of 4- 
ges: O Sirs, could you account Gud your ex- 
ceeding Joy , how (wczetly and cheattullic 
would you goto his Altar upon all occafions, 
Pſalm 43.4 Andit you lay up your comtort 
| in God,you may know wheic to finde ic when 
you have loſt it, and none can take your joy, 
| becauſe they cannot rake your "God away 
| from you : That's the firlt : | 
2. Lay the ſtreſs of your Comfort on free 
Grace m juſtification : here only is the ſpring 
of all your comfcrt, Rom. 5, 1. being juſtified 
by Faith we have peace with God — Y Ca, pcace 
within, ia our own: conſcicnces , for we glory 
pw tribulations, yer,z. Gratuicous juſtihcation 
is the ground of all Conlolation : Chriſts righ= 
tcoulneſſe imputed is the (weeteſt word in all 
the Scriptures, which is ten times repeated in 
| Rom. 4. though Papiſts make a mock ot itz 
let Proteſtants make much of it, it is the ſwee- 
teſt Flower in our Garden,the Jachin and Boaz | 

of our Goſpel-Temple , the Ladder where- 

upon loulcs aſcend to Heayen, ouronly m 
QIC 
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fort is bound up in the Covenant of Free- 


grace, not in that of works : Stick to this, ſtickle 


tor this, let all £0 rather than ler this go, it is 
the chick Article and principle of our Religt- 
on, upon which the Church ſtands, without 
which it fals, as L»tber ſaich : O theretore ler 
no mud defile this bleſſed ſtream, ſtudy tree 
orace , aſcribe all ro free- grace, lay up 
thoughts of undeſerved diſtinguiſhing grace. 
Remember what our” blefled Redeemer 
hath done and endured , ler the dolours 
of his ſoul be the ſolace of your hearts : 
ferch your onlic comfort frem his birrer croſs: 
conſider, how fully Chriſt haſt ſatisfied divine 
juſtice, how large and liberal che Goſpel- 
proclamation is, how our dear Redeemer 
opens his armes and boſome to embrace re- 
penting prodigals, how he bids all welcome, 
and never yet caſt oft any that came unto 
him : how he hath pardoned infamous fins 
ners, and bath reccived gitts even for rebelli- 
ous: roll theſe in thy mindes clap the promi- 
ſes warm to thy heart, let the hyſop of faith 
ſprinkle Chriſts blood upon thy conſcience, 
for generals afford no comfort ; parricular 
application is the only means of conlolation : 
an hungrie man takes little pleaſure 1n ga- 
zing upon a feaſt, while he taſtes nor of it, 
David's Table ſpread with dainties in che 
midſt of his Enemies, rather vexed than 
pleaſed thoſe envious SpeCtators - 'tis a bleſ- 
{ed ching to think of pardon of fin, juſtity- 
ing grace, adoption, reconciliation, but what 
comfort can we take therein, except we go 
ays 
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; 1190 Heart-Treaſure. 
Gal,.20. ſay, he loved me, and gave himſelf for me ; 
| | _ Job. 29. my Lord, and my God,my Redeemer lveth, 
- = a crown of lite 1$ laid up for me ? O this, this 
m4** is the lite of our lives, the ſupport ot our 
ſouls ! yet it you. cannor alwaics lay, that 
race is yours, Chriſt is yours, and Heaven 
15 yours, yet be much in the thoughts of tree- 
grace, pore not upon your vileneſs and un- 
worthineſs, but ponder upon that which can 
anſwer all in one word, - / will have mercy, bt. 
canſe I will bave mercy, aud on whom 1 will have 
wercy : Lay up ſuch Scriptures as theſe, 
Rom. 2, 24. Tſai. 53+ 4, 5, 6. & 43, 2n, Heb, 
$. 13. That by the comtort of thele and (ſuch 
like Scriptures you may have hope : they 
may be worih Mines of Gold, and all the 
World, in a day of darkneſs co the doubting 

Chriſtian. 
3+ Store up your cleareſt evidences of ſin- 
| cerity : the (pirit ordinarily conveyeth com- 
| fort by ſhining upon its own work ; and by 
helping the ſoul to make practical (yllogiſms, 
as thus, whoſocver doth {incerely cal on the 
Rom.teutz name of che Lord ſhal be ſaved, but laith the 
l ſoul, I do ſincerely pray and pert. rme other 
ſ Chriſtian dutics, therefore I ſhal be ſaved :; 
| or thus, grace is with them that love our Lord 
Eph. 6.14- Jeſus Chriſt in fincericy, bur ſaich the ſoul, I 
p. | love the Lord Jeſus in ſincerity, theretore I 
| | have the grace or favour of God; the major 
propoſition is a Scripturc-aflertion, the mi- 
nor, or aſſumption is trom a fouls inward ex- 
perience of ſincerity, and the ſpiric of God 
witncſhng wich an upright heart and conſ(ci- 
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ence, helps the ſoul to this demonſtrative in- 
ference and concluſion, that he is a Childe of 
God, in Gods favour, and ſhal be ſaved : 
and thence arilcth ſatisfaction and conſolati- 
on: the poor ſoul by a reflex aft doth view 
the ſeeds and ſproutings of a fincere faith 
and loye, and faith, though theſe have nor 
purchaſed my husbands love, yet are they 
{weet effeRs thereot ; theſe divine Ornaments 
of ſaving graces do (atisfyingly evidence that 
my ſoul 1s becrothed to Jeſus Chriſt : if your 
ſouls be all glorious within in ſanRification, 
*tis a good fign your cloathing is of wrought 
gold in juſtification + make ſure and clear 
your effeCtual vocation, and then you clear 
up your eternal eleCtion : the ſanQitying ſpi- 
rit witneſſcth with the ſanCtityed ſoul that it 
is a childe of God : and thus ſome underſtand 
thoſe three thar bear witneſs in Eatth, the ſpi- 
rit, water and blood, to be the cleanſing atts 
of the ſpirit, evidencing the fouls intereſt in 
our Saviours efficacious merits : bur this I 
deſire of you, to clear up the ruth of grace, 
fall upon the old trade of enquiring after 
marks of fincerity, yer do not think che bare 
hearing of them, or having ſuch notes in your 
Books or memory, wil be {ufhcient meanes of 
comfort, bur lay your hearts by chem, in a 
cloſe and convincing application , improve 
them by a ſelt-poſing examination, and then 
fetch inferences therefrom, in a rational way 
of argumentation, and lay up thoſe deduQi- 
ons againſt a time of need, write it down 
Qat thou mailt haye ito ſhew under thy hand 
againſt 
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Heart-Treafure; 
| againſt the quarrels of an unbclieving heart i 
| 1 treaſure up the mcanes and inſtruments of 
| your pcace aud {cttlement, the time when, 
and place where your [ouls were ſatisfied, the 
low and hopeleſs (tate your (ouls were in be= 
fore the Lord did vilit you from on high: O 
lay up carctully che various circumſtances a- 
bour your ſatis|ying comforts, the ſeaſunable 
incomes thereof, their powertul entrance, and 
ſelf-diſcovering , ſoul-recovering evidence 2 
lay up the gradual progreſs, or {udden illap» 
ſes of comtort into your hearts, with the 
ſtrong abiding impreſſion they left upon your 
ſpirits : finally lay up the (weet reſulc and 
ſtrengthening efteRs of thoſe your conſolati- 
ons, that ſo for the future, 1a the multitude 
of your diſquieting thoughts within you , 
theſe comforts may gain delight your ſouls : 
P[al.g4-19. ; 
| 4+ Lay up teares in Gods bottle, prayers 
| in God's book, comforts in others breaſts , 
and promiſes in your own: I pur all under 
one head, tor brevity ſake. 1. Lay up many 
Mat. 8:4. Fares 1n God's bottle, comtore is the portion 
IGi.61-2-3 Of mourners, it is promiſed by God , pur- 
chaſed by Chriſt, applyed by the ſpirit of 
comfort, 8 only ſuitable co weeping mourn- 
COns 6. ing fouls, it is the uſual conſtant defign of 
Iſai.s op 4 God to comforc thoſe that are caſt down, to 
* © heal the broken in hearr, to revive drooping 
ſouls, and contrice hearts ; Do you mourn 
for your fins, and God wil comfort you 10 
your mourning,the {orrowes of the Saints arc 
like the pangs of a trayclling Woman, _ 
cn 
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are 2 tend to and end in comfort, Jehn 16.21. Re- 
; of pentance is the ready road ro contentment # norte, pe- 
ny | the ſame word in Hebrew, that fignificth firſt xiruic, 
rhe | t repent, doth allo denote comforting or x Sam. 1 
bee ccating from ſoirow, becauſe true comfore oy, 
O belongs only to the penitent : the Fews fable, pu 

A | that with ſuch as weep inthe night, the ſtars Z721.ir, 
vic and planets weep, and if they let the tears fal dolore de- 
and dowa their checks,God is ready with his bot- fit» _ 
was tle to receive them,which he pours (ſay they) = 2 * 
ap- upon the Enemies Edidts to blot the writings ;yyenir, 
the | that the Fews ſhal receive no hurt thereby : 1fa. 4o, 1 
our But ſurc { am, God is much aftcQed with his 
and | Childrens reares, and comes (as it were) with 
atl- an Handkerchiet to wipe away thoſe (cars, Pſal. 56:8; 
ude | grrather (as the Scriprure ſpeaks) puts their 
oly | rears into his bottle, and reſerves them as a 
uls 2 precious Liquor for their future comfort: 

{ ſhedding penitenrial rears is a ſpiritual ſced- Pai, r26 
ycrs time, and they that ſow in tcars (hal reap 5.6 
ſtss | in joy ; even ſheaves of comfort are the har- 
der velt of this precious ſccd-plot : this briny 
any Watcr ſhal be turned into retrcſhing wine # 
101T' } accordingco thedepth of your ſorrow, wil be 
ure the height of your comfort : not a tear ſhal 
; of | be loſt that's of the right ſtamp: eyery graci- 
rn- * - ous groan iS ſet before the Lord as deleQable 
1 of | incenſe, and every dropdiſtilled from a bro- 
, tO ken heart, (bal in time multiplic to a flood of 
ing joy : who was more diflolyed into tears than 
urn | holie Dawd? and who had a heart more tul 


119 | of joy, ora tongue ſo ful of the high praiſes 
arc , of God, as that (weer Singer of Iſraz!? O 


hat | firs, gricye mych for fin, and you ſhal rejoice 
end {i ©) 11 
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17, and for your grief : plentic of tcars pre* 
parcs for, and uſhers in plentie of joy : But 
2.- Lay up many .prayers in Gods book, as 
wel as tcars in-his buttle, be much” in ap* 
proaching to the Throne of Grace : the {ighs 
of =_ ſpirits wil be ecchoed with the { weet 
gults of God's (pirit : the 1pirit of grace wil 
bea ſpirit of peace; as prayer gocth up,com- 
fort comes down ; God makes Clildren joys» 


ful-in the dutie of prayer, as wel as in the ; 


houſe of prayer : for this (faith the Pſalm) | 


{hal everic one that is godlic pray unto thee,-- 
{urelic- then in the Floods of gredr Waters 
they ſha) nor come nigh unto him, Pſal.3 2.6. 
Prayer reacheth to Heaven,and tercheth hea» 


— 


ven into the heart :- prayer ſecketh, and the | 


ſoul by faith 1n prayer fceth Gods face, which 
1s a heart rejoicing fight : it fcattercth tears, 
lightene:h the ſoul, and preventeth ſhame and 
forrow : ask, ſaith Chriſt, and yee ſhal re- 


ceive, that your joy may be ful, Joh .6, 24+ 
Therctore, Chriſtians, pour out your heart | 
ro God, and he wil pour in comfort to you : | 


And then, 3d!ly, Comfort others, as you arc 
able, emptic your ſelves of experiences, by 
communicating them to afflicted ſouls, and 
they ſhal recur and retreat upon you with 
double advantage: there is much pleaſure i, 
opening our hearts to Chriſtian triends:! 
when you ſay, come and I wil ſhew you what! 
he hath done for my (oul, God wil do more 


for your ſouls: if you help others, God wil 


help you : you lictle know how it may come! 
tort you to impart comtorts to others: Mr. 
Knox 
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Knox roſe off trom his fick and death+bed, and 
would needs go to che Pulpir, that he might 
impart to others his ſweet Mcdications on 
Chriits RelurreAtion, and the folacing cone 
folation he telt in his ſou] : there's no envie 
in (piricual things» 1g's the propertie of a 
Childe of God co long,t'at others might taſte 
of that which bis foul teels comfort 1n: : and 
indeed, God: makes rhe breatts of ſores: to 
be che ſtore-haule of comtart tor. ,orhers , 
2 (or, 1. 6, Whether we he comforted, 'it -is 
for your conſolation, and ſalvation 4.--nor 
onlic by way of ſympathy and aftefion, bur 
by way of intercourſe and communication #7 
Beſides, the more you. comfort others; the 
more. you have to pity and comfort you, the 
law of gratitude wil ingage them, and the 
treaſure you have laid up jn them wil diſpoſe 
them to be helps ro you: in the day of yaur 
ſadneſs. 4, Laſtly, ſtore up Scripture-cor- 
dials, Covenant-promilſes.;in your fouls - 
P/al, 119. 50. This tsmy comfort ia affliti- 
on, thy word hath quickened me : this was 
David's portion, heritage, and his Song in 
the houſe of his Pilgrimage ; eſpecially im- 
prove and apply Golp:l-promiles, theſe arc 
( faſcie Chriſti) the ſwadling-cloaths of Chriſt, 
theſe are like Aqua vite to the tainting foul : 
the Scriprurc is ful of them, ſome have ob- 
ſerved that the Coyenant of grace. is menti- 
oned direMly an hundred times, but by clear 
and neceſlary conſequence a thouſand times 
in the book of God: God hath laid in all 
theſe promiſes tor our comfort, that we 
2 through 
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495 | Heart-Treaſure, 
| k Rom.15.4. thtough patience and comtore of the Scri- | 
9h; ptures might have hope : ro this very end js 
| it,thar God hath not only (ſpoken but ſworn, 
that we might haye ſtrong conſolation, Heb, 
F 6. 18. Promilcs are the breaſts of conſolati- 
{Ny Promiſienes ON, at Which you may ſuck and be latisfied ; | 
{ 1 ſunt ſacre promiles arc ſacred Anchors, to falten rhe | 
| Anchore, foul upon rhe Rock oft Ages, white (ales for | 
| 58 _ _ che bicſſed ſpirit ro waft over ſouls by, to the 
lis evange- Daven Of reſt ; chey are Golpel-pailes,bowles 
lica, cate- and breaſts ro (uckle and feed the Lords 
fes were Lambs, and rich Mines to make the Chriſti. | 
__ an rich in grace, and rich 1n comfort : there- 
_ $:. fore ct Chriltians alwaics have theſe divine 
| Dr. Spwſt, Antidotes at hand, for rhe help and ſupport 
of promiſes, of their fainting fouls: onlie look/ to your 
righc to, and improvement ot the promiſes : 
Divines obſerve a two-fold right to promiſes: 
s, An hereditary right, | j#s bereditarinms| 
as we are co-heirs with Chriſt, lo an intereſt 1 


—— 


4 
in, and union- to Jeſus Chriſt, gives us this | 
f. right. 2, Aright of aptirude, firncſs, diſpo- 
1 {ednels, | 11 aptitudinals} and this is by ha- 
ving holy diſpolitions, Golpel-qualtfications 
W and'the required conditicns of conditional | 
ſ | promiſes; thisis neceſſary as wel as the other, 


look you after both, and then you ſhal have { 
| the comtort of the promiſes, and a ſure founs 
M dation of lively hope, 

i | 4 Thus I hayo endeavoured to help you to | 
if hoard up theſe four precious and neceſſary | 

| treaſures of truths, graces, experiences and 

comforts, -Jet none of your ſouls be found ! 
deſtitutc of theſe, or of a large ſhare thereot * 
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particularly, for chis lat: O let not the eon- 
ſolations of God be (mal in your eyes, (ct an 
high price upon them, ſtore them up , they 
arc not the lealt parc of your treaſures; 
theſe will fir you for Gods ſervice , qualific 
you for enduring afflictions, fortifie your 
ſpirits againſt remprations + you thar at 
preſent are dandled upon the knee of Gods 
tatherly indulgence y ſatisfied with fayour, 
and fit at the high Table cating and drinking 
in Gods preſence, feaſting your ſoules with 
the dainty-mcates of Aſſurance. Conſider 
how ſoon may the Lord turn the Tables , give 
you bare commons and water of gall rodrink, 
and fill your ſoules with birternefſe ; be ſure, 
you ſhal not alwaies live by this kind of (pi- 
ritual ſenſe, atime of heavinefſe may come, 
when you muſt caſt anchor in the dark, and 
att a faith of adherence upon an unſcen Re- 
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ob x5-i10 


deemer ; yea, truſt in that God whom your Jo> 13-15 


ſoules do alſo fear as onethart is ready to kill, 
you: and you'l finde it an hard thing,to hang 
about an angry, chiding, ſcourging Father ; 
therefore lay up the comforts your foules do 
now partake of, give God the glorie of 
them, and recolle& chem in a time of dark- 
neſſe, plead them before the Lord, and upon 
a due ſenſe of thoſe, though now you ſee him 
not, yet love him, and believe in him, and in 
due time you ſhal yejojce with joy wnſpeakabe 
and full of glory, x Pet. 1,8, 


— CHAP 
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CHAP, XVII, 


How aChriſtia" is to maintain and encreaſe 
his Treaſnre, 


Hus I have largely bandled DireQions 

tor obtaining a Treaſure, and pariicus 

lar inſtruQtions about patricular Trealures to 

furniſh the pPOOT (out. Now tis allo necclary 

Now mize tO take heed of lofing or diminiſhing this 

eſe virtus Treaſutc, 'tisa picce of wiſdome to keep as 

| .__v.4 Weil as gets to maintain as well as obtain 4 

| eeri, Treaſure : a lictle negligence |:{cth that (ue 

denly which had been got wich much dili- 

gence: Salomon (aith, there's a time to caſt away 

FFones, and 4 time to gather ſtones together, bur 

there's no time to caſt away thele precious 

4 Treaſures, you mult keep what you have and 

| | {til be gathering more: Now- to help you 
| 6-0 herein, take theſe ten praCtical Directions 2 

| | I, Let not Satan rob or circumvent you: 


he ſteals away the ſeed of the word » leſt it be- 

Marin. 12. come a treaſure of divine Truths; He it is 
| | | 2 that molt grudgeth our growth in Grace, the 
' better the foul is treaſured , the more aflaults 
| mult he ſuffer from the :wil oxe,a Pirate makes 
| moit ata rich laden Ship, a_Thict breaks not 
wt. into the Beggars Cottage ; the Devil lets his 
| . {worn Vaſſals live in peace, but raiſcth an 
lf hurry in the Believers hcare 2 This Juggler 
1th will trarsform himſelf int0 a Angel of light, 
Wh. that Y'ce a Famili:t be 'may pick our forneh 
| with 


he is that evil Oxe that envies a Saints treaſure, 
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with more caſe and !cls (ulpition ; as he foiſts 
in dangerous Errours under the notion 0 
truth, 1o he allures ro damnable fins under 
the paiatingsof Vercue : rake heed of both, 
obſerve it,new Notions may cat our the heart-= 
root of Religiunas well as corrupt practices : 
Saran may rob us of our creaſure by ſubtile 
infinuations of new light as well as grofſer 
remptations co apparcnt works of darknefle : 
for thele drink up the marrow of thoſe ſpi- 
rits that ſhould be laid our otherwaies : there- 
fore take Panls advice , refuſe prophane and old 
wives fables, and exerciſe your lclves rather 
to godlineſs, 1 Tim. 4.7. Strivings , though 
they ſhould be even about Scriptures and the 
Law, may come to bee #nprofitable and vaing 
Tit, 3.9. Great Triflers-are no good trea- 
(urers, and many great Diſputers have argued 
away much of their Religion z or at leaſt 
have filled their heads with Notions rather 
than cheir hearts with ſaving cruihs or (ayou- 
ry affeFions: Precious Saints have complain- 
ed that cyen neccflary Diſputes have put their 
(pirics out of tune: You have zcal little c- 
nough for the vitals of Religion, let none run 
in by-channels : the Lord help you to prizc 
more a fundamental truth , and a degrec of 
ſaving grace, than a fine Notion or victoric 
over an Antagoniſt : take heed lelt Saran caſt 
inco you a ſpark of falſc zcal and blow it up 
to an cager diſpute for an opinion ,. to divert 
or excule you from medling with the more 
weighty matcers of Chriſtianiric. O Chri- :Cor.s. ri; 


Rians, be not ignorant of Satans yarious mec- chap, .s 
4 thods 1+: 
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p21 chods to get an advantage againſt you , thar 
| k he may rub you of your treafurc : you know 
1: the old Scrpent when he was young out-wit* 
red our firſt Parents in their beſt eſtate : now 
be is grown more cunning by almoſt ſix thous 
{and yeates experience , and we more fooliſh 
inthis dotage of the worid , we ate in great 
danger of undoing : O lets watch and pray 
that we entcr not into temptation, keep out 
of Satans Road, hold him at ſtaves-end, (uſ- 
pe& his wiles, 1cliſt his power , rhat neither 
his ſeyen beads by plotting, nor his ten horns 
by puſhing, may deprive our ſouls of cur 
| precious trealure, 
2. Fill not your hearts with the world : 
Carnal men have rhe world ſet intheir hearts, 
Fel; 3;11. andare therefore called, the men of this world ; 
P.alm 17, that have their portion therein, and rhart is to» 
"_ tally inconſiitent with this heavenly Treaſure: 
WH and the more you admit the world into your 
| hearts, the more you thruſt out divine things: 
As the ſhining Sun cats out the burning fire, 
or as the abundance of weeds (ucks up the 
vertue of the earch that ſhould nouriſh the 
herbs and fruit-trees, juſt ſo do Riches choak 
1 the Word by a wicked encroachment they 
lt | have upon the heare : the love of the world 
|  _ __ juſttles out the love of God, 1 John 2.15. Love 
R319 Pe- 2nd Royaltic can cndure no Corrivals : *Tis 
perit divj- Era 
| tas ſed fe LCC Religion begor wealth, but the daughter 
h tia dewora- devoures the mother, as the Proverb hath it, 
| vit mz Worldly-mindcdneſs is direaly oppolite to 
[ i:tm: heavenlytreaſures: O ler not your hearts be 
F in the worldthough your heads and hands'be 
1 


—_— 


i 
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thae in it : the heart is to be reſerved for God ; if 
now Riches be placed in that Cloſer, Chriſt mult 
*Wit* be thruſt into the Stable : it Riches encreaſe pſal.62.1s! 
now ſer not your hearts thereon; in the Apoltles As 435- 
hou- times, the Saints caſt their money and eſtates at 
Ih the ApoFtles feet, thereby ſigmfying, (aith an An- 
great cienty that they were fitter to be trodden upon, thay 
Pray doted wpon, or rather to be & ſtep-ſtone to divine 
Out things,than a burden on our backs ; but the truth 
(ufo | js, theſe outward things aretoo many, rather [0 
ither | a {tumbling block to caſt them down, thana 0 
IOrNS foot-ſtool to lift them up : it is berter bee 

cur { without great Eſtates, then to have them for 

! a ſnare: tremble leſt-you bee over-charged 

rd: | withthe caresof the world, or be bewitched 
arts, 5 with thedelights here below : Be not like that 
rid; | carnal Cardinal, that preferred his part in P«- 
StO= | yi tohispartin Paradiſe: Burſay,as that no» 
ure? | ble Commander to a common Souldier, Thou 
four | artnet Themiftocles, take this traſh to thee, 
185: | forſohecalled and accounted thePerſ/iar {poils, 


fre, of richeſt Jewels and goodlicſt Ornaments : 


the | Sodothou (corn to load thy noble ſoul with 
the  - ſachunworthie baggage, caſt out thoſe wares 
oak | that will fink the ſhip of your ſouls : One 
ney | ſtaftc will help in your journey, but a bundle 
1d will be burdenſome carriage; a garment fir 


ove for the body 1s nimble and uſeful , bur one 
that's roo wide, or with a long train, is in dan- 


ter | ger to be troubleſome to the party that wears 
1t, it and others : not that I would have you to «+ 
to | Ccaſtawaythe good mercies of God (though 

{ I! you mult caif# your bread on the waters) but 
be — caſt the world out of your hearts ; Let not 
2 F : 


your 
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Heart- Treaſure. 
your precious ſouls be like the Serpents belly; 
joined to the duſt : it you poſlels much of 
che world, let it not poſlcſs you , lear your 
ſclves in this moſt ; How many Demas's are 
hereby ſhip-wracke ? How many Sampſon; 
have loſt their belt ſtrength by the embraces 
of this Dalilah? Alaſs, thouſands have been 
cheated of their ſpiritual Riches by irs Syren 
Songs, and bewitching charmes : And there- 
fore ler our (ouls ſtand ar a diſtance from it, 
make no friendſhip with it » Jet us more (ul- 
pett its fawnings, then tear its frowns, a falſe 
Friend will prejudice us more than an opc! 
Foes let no carthly trealure take oft our [pi- 
rits trom an heavenly trealure , Ic{t we abate 
of the divine ſtock that our precious Louls are 
{roithe with : 

3, Mortifie che corruption of your hearts : 
Caſt our inteſtine enemies, carnal aftefions, 
Sin & Grace ate like two Scales, as one goeth 
up, the other goeth down, or like two Buc- 
kets, as the one mounts up full , ſo the orher 
falls down cmpry : the more full the heart 1s 
of fin, the more emptie it is of goodnelle : 
SIN 1s the thick in the Candle that dims our 
light and comfort, it is as dirt 11 the channel 
that ſtops the Current of Grace : Sin is a great 
Prodigal rhat waſtes a fair Revenue ; eAdam 
by one fall loſtall : Sin is the Canker and 
Moth that marrs all our enjoyments, it Is a 
Pul-back to high attainments , *tis the only 
Make-bairberwixt God and the foul , which 
hinders commuaion with God and commu- 
nicatioas from God : The Deyil, the Word, 
all 
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and the flcſh are the ſouls mortal and mil- 
ciieyous cncmies, but the fleſh is neareſt and 
worit , tlacrefore theſe fleſhly luſts are ſaid 1 
peculiarly to fight againlt the foul: Divines > 
diltinouiſh of rhree forcs of remprations, Aſ- ,, 
cendent , Objetied , and Injefted > Alccndent 
remprtations are {uch as tume up from {ome 
tirred bumour or lower facultic within 1s, 
that borders next upon the ſenſe or afteHtion, 
Objc&ed, are (ſuch as reflect from ſome out- 
ward objec, baited and luited rothe Organ : 
Injected, are ſuch as the Tempter 1immedi- 
ately aft:&s the faculcic ic (elt with, this laſt 
procceds trom Satan , the ſecond from the 
World, bur the firſt trom our own hearts , 


£- 


O3 


Per.2.11. 
{r Herl in 
reat. of 

0/it. v.11, 


Waich is of all others moſt dangerous : Except Jok.iq:36; 


the wicked one finde ſomething in us he can 
have no advantage againſt us z Our baſe 
hearts entertain little Thieves witkin, which 
open the door to Satan without , that comes 
to ſpoil us of our treaſure : "Therefore take 
heed of this wilic beguiling thing, touch not 
the forbidden fruit, admit no parly with luſt, 
commit no fin, though never (o ſecretly, a 
ſecret way of ſpending hath exhauſted large 
Eftares ; Heart-ſins dallied with, delighted in, 
will do your ſouls a deadly miſchief : a privic 
ſtab may let out your Heart-blood : an un» 
ſuſpected leak may (ink a well-laden Ship : 
And therefore let a Chriſtian ſay as good Jo* 
ſeph, who might have commirred filthineſle 
with his Miltre(s ſecretly and ſafely as to 
man, vet cries out, How (hall I do this wicked» 
weſſe ard fin againſt-God? O Sits, _— 

aw 
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Heart-Treaſure, 
how unſuitable and incongruous it is for a 
Veſſel of Mercy to admit iniquirie, it is as 
if a Cup of gold were filled with mens Excre» 
ments: O letnot your precious fouls be fil- 
led with the loathlome excrements ot fin. re- 
member your dignity and Dutic,and keep your 
ſelves from an e111 matter : haye not any fel- 
lowſhip with the wnfruitful works of darhneſſe, mor- 
tifie earthly members, poſſeſſe your Veſſel in ſan 
thfication and honour, purge ont filthineſs of fleſh 
and ſpirit, ard thereby you will not only main- 
tain, bur encrea(e your ſou!s treaſure. 

4. Obſerve the Spirics Pulſes and impul- 
ſes: yield to the genuine motions of Gods 
bleſied Spirit, grieve it wot , leſt it grieve or 
leave you, its a delicate thing, and will deal 


withyou as you deal with it ; Chriſt Jeſus | 


hath left the Holy Ghoſt to ſupply his place, 
and now the Spirit is Gods great FaCtor in the 
World, if it knock at your doors it hath a 
good bargain for you; O ſlight not fuch a 


| 


Chap-man leſt you dally away your market : | 


the Spirir never puts you upon Duty , but it 


calls you to ſome profir, now its good making | 


Hay when the Sun ſhines, and ſailing when 
you have wind and tyde to help you: take 
this advantage leſt if you mils ity you be letr 
to your own ſtrength, and then what can you 
do ? the Spiritis that gentle Nurſe,and (treng- 
thening Hard that helps the infirmities of 
the dead or daunted childe of God in Prayer, 
O refuſe not jts aſhſtance : the Spirit is that 
holy Fire, that (ers the foul in a flame for God, 
Q adomt quench it : This Holy Spirit 15 2 
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Oxeex that comes attended with a goodlic 
train of graces and comforts, called the 


| fruics of the ſpirit, and therefore labour 


you to be filled with the ſpirit, and then you 
have this bleſſed treaſyre : *cis true you can« 
not expett ic as Chriſt had it, beyond meas Joþ.z, 243 


{ure; yet your larger mcaſure wil be a trea» 
{ure, and help you ro maintain and increaſe 
chat heavenlie treaſure in the heart : the in- 
comes of the ſpirit promote renewed atts of 
grace : as the Sea ebbs and flows according to 
«the influence of the heavenlic bodics, {o doth 
grace in the heart move, according to the opes» 
rations of the ſpirit the more you yield up 
your (clves to the guidance of the ſpirit, the 


more you ſhal feel the aſſiſtance of the ſpirit: 
this wil be a preſervative from fin, a prepara- See Gal: 


tlye toduticy an evidence of your Rate, and an St 
FR 


entrance into gloric:yea,then the peace of Go 


aswel as the Ged of peace,ſhal keep your bearts 
&minds through Chriſt Teſs, Phil.4,q7,evenou 
ſhal keepas with a g#ard in a Gariſex, 5. & ſhal 
{tand cenrinel for you to prevent. the furious 
aſlaulrs of your ſpiritual enemics, and be a 
late convoy to the ſhip of your ſouls againſt 


Rocks and Sands, Storms and Pirates, ti 


[ 


you come tothe hayen of Heayen : therefore 
O yec Chriſtians, make much of the ſpirit, 
maintain familiarity wich it, and ic ſhal main- 
tain your treaſure, Keep up intercourſe with 
it, and it ſhal keep its intereſt in you, allies 
and confederates have the ſame rfriends and 


toes, and it you bave the Holy Ghoſt ro take 
yqur part, you ſhal be kept by the my - 
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God, through faich unto ſalvacion, if receiy- 
ed faith cannot keep you, yet ſupporting po- 
wWcr is able, never did any fal out of the hands 
of God ; therefore 1 beſeech you give up 
your ſelves ro the Spirics guidance, and go- 
ycrnance, and i: (hal be your guard and de- 
fence : char -God rhat preſerves his peoples 
bones, wil prelerve their fouls, and he that 
keepeth the feer of his Saints. wil alſo keep 
the truirs of his love, in the fouls of his ſer- 
vants : and it you thus do, he that is able to 
keep you from falling, wil preſent you taults 
leſs before gat preſence of his glory with cxs 
cceding joy, Jude 24, 

5- Carcfully watch your hearts; though 
God hath :undertaken to guard you, yet you 
are bound to watch your own hearts : that's 
the command, Prov.g.23. Keep thy beart with 
all diligence, in the Hebrew "tis very ful and 


OOO” 


empbatical,in or above all keepings, rake care | 
of; thy heart: rhou maifſb and: mult look.ro ' 
other-things, but above all, ler thy cye be | 


moſt intent upon, and ſtndy be moſt about 
the frame of thy heart, But why fo > What 
oreat need of induſtrie abour the heart 2 why 
he tcls us, out of it are the iflues of life, 
3, 6, all our treaſure is there, our greateſbſtock 
and ſtore; if that be neglected, our wealth' is 
expoſed to apparent hazard; therefore keep 
thy heart with all diligence, lock up thy trea* 
ſure, and fet a guard upon it, admit no ſtran- 
gers into this Cloſer, Ict not other things 
make an inroad upon thee, or at leaſt a 
throughsfarc of thee: there's no keeping a 
trealure 


— 


"ECeLV- 
118 p0- 
hands 
ve u 

1d _ 
1d de- 
'Coples 
he that 
) keep 
11S (er- 
able to 
faulcs 


th eX+ | 


hough 
et you 

that's 
rt with 


| 


i] and | 
CC CATE | 
ok.-ro | 
eye be | 


about 


What | 


wh 

f life, 
ſtock 
alth' 1s 
2 keep 
/ trea* 
_ 
things 
ealt a 
1Ng 2 
ealurc 


Fleart-Treaſure, 


treaſure in a common room,a Man that fears 
his Purſe in a-ſtrange place, bath alwaies an 
cje upon it, dare-nor let'it go out of his fighe, 
in a time of great robbing a ſtranger luſpe&s 
every one, and goeth not forth unarmed : O 
Sirs, conſider youre Rtrangers in-this Earthy 
many Thieves are abroad, -rhey atm at you, 
they have plundered many ot their trcalures, 
and caft down manie ſtrong men wounded, 
therefore look about you, keep ſtrit watch, 
be nat found afleep-on the Centinel, as the 
ten Virgins, or Chrilts own Diſciples, but 
gird up your loines, watch and be-ſober, and 
if drouzineſs at any time ſeize-on you, rub 
your cies, ſhake cft floath, and awake our of 
ſleep, and when anie motions knoek art your 
door ; boldlie ask-who is there? 'whence 
comeſt thou ? arc thou a Meſſenger ſent from 
God, or from Satan? art thou forme, or 
againſt me ? what's thy end or errand > make 
your thoughts ſtand ſtil, and go no further cil 
they have under-gone an impartial trial, whe- 
ther they have a paſs and commiſhon under 
the great (cal of Heaven, and be watranted 
by the Word, and tend unto the +glorie of 
God, and the (ſouls eternal good : and though 
vain thoughts may ſtep into thy heart, yet ſut- 
fer them-not to lodge there, for thy heart is 
not thine own, thou doſt bur keep it for thy 
Lord and Maſter, there he hath laid up a 
rreaſure,and if anie thing be wanting through 
thy default, thou canſt not give a good ac- 
count, bur be expoſed unto ſhame, and grief; 
and loſs : principallie and particularlic __ 
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thy heart when thou arc before God in dutie, | 


take heed of diſtractions, diverſions, and ex- 
curſions of ſpirit ftrom God ! theſe wil waſte 
and weaken thy treaſure, by running out in 
a wrong Channel, and ſpilling or ſpoiling the 
{ouls activicie, tor the narrow ſhallow \pitit 
cannot minde manie things at once ; Beſides, 
wandering choughts arc as a dead flic to cauſe 
this box of precious ointment to ſtink, and 
putribe ; theſe vain cogirations ooſtrutt rhe 
operations of grace, and in(cnfiblic [teal away 
the afteftions trom God; eycn dult may hin- 
der the Clock from going, as wel as dirt; 
raiſe up your aftetions Heaven-wards, cen- 
ter and (etcle your hearts upon God, fay to 
diſtraQions, as Nehemiah to his Encmics, I 
am doing, a great work, and I cannot come 
down, or as 'tis ftoried of John Baptiſt, who 
being asked of his companions to play with 
them, when he was a Childe, yet anſwered, 
1 am not born for ſport; thus do you lay to your 
coiling hearts, it is not fic char I ſhould leave 
the work of God, to attend upon toies ; [ 
muſt minde-my buſineſs, or I ſhal go behinde 
in my ſpixitual trade ; that Man 1s 1n danger 
to be on the loſing hand, that ſtands gazing 
at others, or runs playing at foor-ball on the 
Market-day, when others arc bufie making 
bIrgains, and getting money ; O-hriſtians 
you cither gain ſomething, or lo(c 1n eyeric 


performance, if tk hearc be not fixt on God, | 
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you are on the loſing hand : everie thing is | 


beautiful in its ſcaſan, do what you do with 
all your might, pray when you pray, work 


when | 


1 dutie, 
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Heart-Treaſure, 


when you work, bur ler nor theſe things inter- 


fere; ſer nor up anie Idols in your hearts, 
drive away that which may interpoſe betwiXr 
God and thy ſoul, as Abraham drave away 


the Fowles that ſate upon the Carcaſles : the z;,,,;, 
*, . » C A - © 
Jewiſh Rabbins (ay, that if a Serpent bitea atiſce!, 
Man by the heel, while he is at his Devotions, Page 26. 


he mult not ſtop, nor ſtoop to ſhake her off: 
and Heathens have recorded inſtances of 
ſome that have rather ſuffered their Armes or 
Legs to be burnt, witha Coal fromthe Altar, 
than move whilelt ſacrificing : and do nor 
Chriſtians bluſh upon confideration of their 
flight occaſions of diverſion from God in du- 
tie: O learn from hence tobe more inſtant 
and intent in worſhiping God, whereby your 
treaſure wil be maintained and promoted ; 
Thar's the fifth. 

6. Be moſt jealous after the (weeteſt ene 
largements : there's greateſt danger airer you 
have been with God, and loaded your ſouls 
with choiceſt treaſures of refreſhing incomes: 
| have obſerved almoſt a ſcore of Scripture- 
taſtances of Saints (addeſt fals, ſuddenlie af- 
ter Gods doing ſome ſignal thing for them, 
or their doing ſome norable thing tor God : 
and I appeal to experienced ſouls, it they 
have not ſuſtained ſaddeſt ſhakings and loſles, 
after the ſweeteſt gains: dear Years uſuallic 
come after great plentie, a great (pending fol- 
lowsa time of gaining, a long journey after 
a' good bait, and a ſharp Winter after a plea» 
ſant Summer ; God in wiſdome uſuallie lets 
vTan looſe, upon ſuch as Ly bath armed - 
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tbe combate: Pau! mult bave S.tans Meſſen« | 


ger to buffer him alter abundant rev: lations ; 
Peter aQts Satans pait in dillyadiag Chriſt 
from ſuffering, after he had «Cted ain A':gels 
part in acknowledging him for the Aeſſias: 
the French often gc t cha. ag..in by cratt, that 
che Exgliſh had obtauied by Pro wes: an we 
know in all Wars, ſupine negligence huh 
undone many an Arimic, attcr tamous vice» 
rics: this Pugra Ofſcalana ( as Hiſtorians call 
it) is when the conquered gathered ſtrength, 


i 


and ſo returned upon the Conquerors, when 
they were dividing the ſpoils : juſt ci;us doth 
Satan with God's Children, when the (ſoul | 
hath bcen with God, and got its Veſſel wel | 
fraught with ſpiritual riches, then it's in grea* 
reſt danger of Pirates : then Satan doth bes | 
ſtir himlelf moſt, his malice and policy takes 
that asthe fitteſt ſcafon to foile and ſpoile the 
wel-laden foul : and then the ſoul is moſt apt 
to grow (ecure and carnallic confident, and 
{ogives Satan greateſt advantage ; as a man 
that hath run faft, or workt hard, fits down 
and cools fuddealic,at:er much ſweating doth 
thereby endanger his health, and life rooy by 
a dangerous ſurfeit : ſo when the heart bath | 
been (weetlie warmed with the love of God, 
and is powerfullie chafted in an holie durtie, ! 
it's then moſt in danger of a ſpiiitval Ague, 
a Chil fic of deadnelsz for ſuch an one blefſeth 
himſelf, and thinks now he may ft ſtil, and 
take his caſc, and then comes a fall : this is | 
the believers round, this is his wheeling cons | 
dition in che World : Peter conteflerh Chrift | 
gracls | 
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eraciouſly, then magnihes himſelf roo con» 
hdentlic, then denics his Maſter fhamefullic, 
and at laſt gocth out, and weeps bitterly, and 
ſo was kindly received by his loving Maſter : 
this, this is the Chriftians round, cbbing and 
flowing ſtare, up-hil and down-hil condition 
in this howling Wilderneſs : Bur how ſad is 
it, that a Chriitian ſhou!d fo ſoon forget his 
inlargements? and ſo ſoon return into follie, 
afcer his heart is broken, and peace is ſpoken 
to him? O why ſhould the {oul ſoquicklie 
turn out of the way, wherein (0 latelie it had 
ſuch encouragements> why ſhould we give 
Saran ſach occaſion ro bid defiance to the 
God of Heaven, that his Servants wil not be 
hired ro continue Wich him, for all his pre- 
{ene rewards, and promiſes of future happi- 
ncfs? Ah firs, is there not much reward in 
keeping Gods Commandments > is there not 
more pleaſure in holineſs, than any fin? why 
ſhould you think tv cke out your ſpiricual 
delights with ſenſual pleaſures > think ſeri- 
ouſly of it, be afraid to ſtain your milk-white 
ſouls, that are newly waſhed in the blood of 
the Lamb, by wallowing in the mud of fin: 
be aſhamed to diſhonour God, torment your 
ſelves, gratific your grand Encmie, and loſe 
that in an inſtant, that was (o hardlic obtain- 
cd : Be not high minded, bur fear, be jealous 
over your (elves wich godlic jcaloufic, rejoice 
with crembling, caſt nor off fear, nor reſtrain 
prayer before God, keep conſcience render, 
cies open and hearts refolyed for God: pray 
oyer David's prayer for _ continued ſertle= 
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ment of rhoſc affeCionate impreſſions upon 
al your own hcarts, in 1 Chroy, 29+ 18, For a- 
6! las, the belt Man on Earth, is no more than 
the Lord makes him hourlic, we arc like a 

F ſtaff, char muſt tall, if the hand be removed, 
+ or a ſtone that deſcends, if not carricd or caſt 
$8 | Nos uihit apwards, it we were as good as ?a! of Peter, 
$ | ſumus,Chri-we ſhould fall foullic , wichout ſupporting 
fs ſoius orace: theretore be jealous of your ſelves, 
457 % after inlargemcats, and take hced, left by 
6 faci. [ecuricie, you become a [acrifice ro the Devil; | 


em [44m nos a$ Luther lpcaks. 
perimus & 
Satenas triumphat, etiamſi at Petri aut Pauli ſimu : ſicut dro ſacrifi | 
cium eſt ſpiritus contribs/atus, ira baud dubit Diabolt ſacrificium ſ0i- | 
ritus Prefraftus & ſteuris ; Lurh, Tom, 1, Lat. fol. 522+ 
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8) Four n;0'e Direftions for mai: taining an 
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7+ N ther Help tor continuing and en? 
creaſing this good treaſure of the 
| Heart, is, Be frequent and exatt inthe (earch * 
of your hearts : be much in reviewing the 
frame of your Spirits, commune with your heart, ' 
ask it what it getterch or loſeth every day ; 
wiſe Trade{-men often caſt up account, and 
provident Hauſc-Kkeepers look into their pros 
vilton to {e: how itholds out , and wherein 
there 15 moſt danger of want : O Chriſtians 
be ſcrious in this ſelt-fitting work, apd keep | 
, $ | 
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a diſtint account how thiags are with you, 
whether you ger or loſe ground : take the ad- 


vice of a Royal learned Wricct to his Prince- K. 7amer, 


ly Son, thus : Cenſure your ſelf as ſharply as if 
you were youy own enemy, —A little further, there- 
fore I would not have you to pray to be delivered from * 
ſudden death, but that God wonld grve you grace 
ſo to live, as that you may every bouy of your life 
be ready for death : thus he» Sirs, ſtudy your 
hearcs, try your waies , deal faithfully wich 
your poor ſouls, for you muſt undergo a cris 
tical (earch at the great day, yea now 1n this 


world, God isabout to ſearch you as with Can + Zeph-i.f, 


dles, and rouzeup ſecure finners from off thesr 
leer: a trying time may come, ſcarch your 
{clyes firſt, you may by ſearching come to diſ- 
cern your ſtate, and what degrees of grace 
you have, your ſpirits may krow the thing 

C 


man, that concern your felyes, and deſcend 


into the inward parts of the belly, therefore Pro.20-27, 


make ule of this refleftive facultic of conſci- 
ence, try your hearts, meaſure your ſelves 
at this time with what you were formerlie, 
and thereby you will underſtand how things 
are, and this will be a ſingular help againſt 
loſing ground, prevent Apoſtacy , prepare 
you for, and engage you in a work of chank- 
tulneſs or repenting ſuitable to what you finde 
in your hearts : only be clear and diſtin a- 


bour your ſtate, that you may deplore or 


monte your condition as you finde 
Caule : thereby God will haye great gloric, 
your ſouls much comfort, and it you finde 
things amiſs, that (elf-rryal will be a ſtep to 

F2 Repa- 


; of 1 Cor. 24 
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Repazation: O Friends, rake ſome time wo 
—— and ſearch your own hearts, inthe mul» 
r. Hall . - | ; 
Sol.13, F£ude of buſinefles abroad be not ſtrangers ar 
ealled Bg. Dome,” you will finde work cnough there, 
ſem «%-- I ſhali conclude all with the words of a con» 
__  tempplative Divine. The varierics of an ever- 
Subje > of changing condition whiles in this yalc of mi- 
ſelf.exam, (Eric cannot want the perperual employment 
See Baxt, Of-abulic foul, therefore, (ai:h he, O God let 
Saints reſt. we be dnn2b-to all the world, ſo as 1 may ever havg 
3 parts 4 tongug for thee'avd mine own heart ; Take yct 
o Veife from divinc Hervert : 
Swv5, up at night: what thox baſt done by day 
Agd 1 the morning , what thaw baft ro ao, 
Dreſs and undreſs thy ſoul , mark the decay 
And growth of t,; if with thy watch, that tos 
Be down, then winde. np both, fince we ſhall be 


Aſt ſurely juag'd, make thy Acconnts agree * | 


Thus for the ſeventh Dire&ion : 


— 


"—- 


8, Timely make up (piritual decayes : This | 


{econds the tormer.y 1t you finde your ſelves 
dcclining, do not reſt [atisfed , let nor an ll 
matter go on, decayes and delayes therein 
are dangerous y' the turther you proceed rhe 
worſe will things be : a little rent in a Gar- 
mcntyit reglected grows vaſt and incurable: 
a breach of water upot banks is quickly re- 
paired at fiſt, but atterwards'in protrait of 
time is widened co unavoidable inundations : 
Siuts 1n Law arecafily taken up in the begin- 
ning, and fallings out amongſt Friends may 


br{o0n compaſcd art firſt , but when contenti- | 
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ons beget anim«ofities, and then a grudge, the 
agreement is more untealable, aid rhe offen» 
ded party more un-reconcileable 2 It you 
miſs your way upon the Road, how ſuddenly 
may you at the firſt ſtep back , and reCtiftc 
your errour > but the turther you go 1n a 
wrong way the more 15 Your danger, and la- 
bour in returning : Many diſeales might have 
been cured had they becn loukr to 11 time) 
that have proved mortal in the iflue z and 
therefore the Rule is | obſfta pr incipizs ] hinder 


out when once he is entred 2 the juice 
Lemmo. is ſoon wiped off a Knite when firſt 
ſprinkled on it, without imprefli vn lete , but 
its abiding thereon coreodes 1nto the mettal, 
and leaves an indelible character : Even a, 
ovi!t is fooner removed immediately aſter it 
15 con rated, then when its L5ng delated, de- 
ferring doubles the guilrand makes the wound 
deeper : Davids long abſence from God pro- 
cures to his back a heavier burden and broken 
bones,bur-Peter got the breach made up quick» 
ly by a ſpeedy Repentance : therefore David 
learned by (ad experience to make more haſt 
to God, and not codelay his Repentance and 
curſe of obedience, Pſalzs 119, 59, 60 O 
Chriſtians, fall preſently about this work, 
Vow this day unto the mighty God of Jaceb, 
and you'l nor finde a room tor your (elves in 
your Houfes or Beds, till you have found a place 
for the Lord in your hearts , make nx up che 
day till you haye made your peace with God : 
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give net Mleep to your ciesti] you can through C 
orace (ay, your fouls reſt in the Lard and, ſpix 
God reſts in his loveto you 3 and if you dic tha 
io that flcep, you ſhall ſleep in Chrift 3 Go- to cre 
God poor {inning, piniog foul,tell bim, Lord, ? Li 
I fcel, my |:carc growing out of order, thou pre, 
dcſt nut yrant ro me thy wontcd preſence, fin ! ver 
1s encroaching upon Mme, temprations prevail- Wi 
8; grace-weakening, my (pirit cooling, all pct 
tinngs 20 to wrack within me , but ] am noc ha: 
{atisficd in this declining (tate, I cannot live at {cd 
a diſtance from thee, I dare nor negleRt the mu 
means ol my Recoveric, O reviyethy work, but 
rc [hore thy quickening Spirit , repair and re= | bri 
dintcgrate 11 my precious (ſoul thy glorious | nir 
Image, which conſiſts in knowledge, righteouſ= ' Po 
neſſe, and true bolineſſe ; renew in my heart for< [ ſha 
mer aftcRions, and return unto my ſoul thy . { wa 
wanted favour: And thus, yirs, do you bee m7 
take your ſelycs firſt to your hearts, and then | ca\ 
ro God , and uſc your utmoſt endeavours to | blc 
recruit with ſpeed your treaſure- of truths, ſha 
graces, comforts and experiences, -and as a ; pri 
Cand}c newly extinguiſht. will.quicklic catch mi 
fire, ſo the ſmoatsng flaxe of your languiſhing * fo! 
graces ſhall quickly be reſtored z; and revived, Cc| 
and your fainting ſpirits it rakentimely ſhal } no 
:-: ' ſuddenly berecovereg3 Say then with (weet & yo 
Herbert 1n is Pocms, — 0 
is A ell 

Sin 3s full hammering my heat, nil 

usto a h:rdacſ void of love, le 
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g. Be much 1a layings out : mental and 
ſpiritual trealures have this ſtrange propertie, 
that the more you lay out the more you en= 
creaſe therein : here that Text rakes place, 
Luke 6638, Grvt, ard 1t ſhall be given #nto you, 
preſſed down, and ſhaken togetber, and running o- 
ver, (hall men | or God] give it into your boſome— 
We ſec it other things ule makes prompt and 
perſett : *tis Ule chiefly that makes the right 
hand ſtronger thanthe left : a Key much us 
ſcd is bright, diſ-ule makes it rultie : a Pump 
much uſed brings forth water cafily and a- 
bundantlie : Inſtruments of Iron and Steel are 
brighter withuſe ; Thus icis in humane lear- 
ning, gifts and graces, expence enricheth the 
Poflcflour, and Szlomenr (aith, the liberal ſoul 
ſhall be made fat, and he that watereth, ſhall be 
watered alſo him{elf, Prov,11.25. 4 liberal ſoul 
is 4 ſoul of bleſſing, as the Hebr. hath it , be» 
caul(c it isa bleſſhogto others, and the more 
bleſſed by God, tor to him that ufeth well 
ſhall be given more, as that is uſually inter- 
preted , EMatthew 25, 29. ( though that 
muſt be referred ro-Talents of the ſame kinde, 
for improving common grace doth not ne= 
cc{larilie procure ſpecial grace); God doth 
not infuſe theſe Habitsto lie dead in you, buc 
you mult ſtir up the gift of God, employ your 
{tock,lay our your mony to Exchangers:be not 


f either non-Reſidents or non-Agents, Chriſtia® 


nicy requires aQtivitie ; the truth is, all excel- 
lencies inthe World are worthleſs if they be 
uſeleſs, there's much good ground in the 
Worldthars neither cultured nor owned ,.4 
| world 


[238 Heart-Treaſure: 
__ worldof precious Mettals in the bowels of the 


Earth which ſhal neyer be coined, *ris the con- | 


$0/1/04.10, {tanc ule of money whereoy It anſwers all 
Stoch-em things : Improvement, faith a Reverend man, 


ploea-pa. gives A truc value to all bieſhings , A penny un 


1*:73* the Purſe ts worth many Talents in an unknown | 
Alrne , that 1s gur good that do. h ws good. and that | 
whereby we do good, avd the mire we do good, 
the more we are good : theretore Sir.,, be active 
for God, 'read, pray, meditate, confer, and 
doall'with your might,agtften that are bound 
ſtraight tor Hcaven , and will do all the good 
you cai upon carth, and draw with you as | 
many as You can to gloriez O how this wil 
entich you, and encrea{e your ſto: e? but this I 
have imtarged upon before : only ubſerve,that - 
's the'propercie of true grace to be coramus 
nicative; and a bleſſing annexed to its exer- 
eite'to be'aggragative : a Chriſtian gers moſt | 

Jaying out, God helps thoſe that are teas 
dy-ro HelptheTouls of others. | 
-:To. Berthanktull tor treaſures received, giyc 
God praiſe and God will give you more 
graces aviour duty aſcends; mercy deſcends; ! 
ma"sblefſing God, brings down more blel- | 

ſingoftory God : - A-lore Free-grace, and: you 
fat hyemore truics ot Free-grace : you are | 
bound toibieſs God for worldly comforts and 
canhly: tregfutes , much more for heavealy 
Riches: * Should we bleſs him for filling our 
Houfes with go:ds,and B lilies with food and 
ſhalt we not bleſſe him tor filling our heads 
wichtruths;and our hearts withgrace 2 mult \ 
we-blotshim tor a Cruſt, and ſhall wee noc 
l p much 


-— 
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much more for a Chriſt > Will wee thank 

God tor earth, and ſhall we not for Heaven > 

] fear Chriltians are much det: Atve in this 

Angelical and. Evar:gchcal duty of praiſe : 

they are much in compiatning of their defects 

and impertc&@ons, and that's gocd1n it its due 

place, and tcaſon, and mealure, fo as io hums 

ble them-.and promote endeaveurs : Bur with- 

all you ought to be rhauktul tr what you are 
or have ; Sclt-demial and gratitude are very 
conſiſtent, and contribute mutually ro each 
cher: You may and ought to bewail your 
barrenneſs, though you m"'{t allo thank God 
for the degrecs of fruitlulne(s : for what you 
have attaincd 1s the fruit of (ſpecial grace; from 
God alone 1s your fruit found : He alone hath 
tilled, and ſown, and given the encreaſe , lect 
him have all the 'crop and harveſt: to him 
15. this debr of thanks owing, pay t..r the old, 
and fetch new: admire his Free-grace that 
you have any divine incomes, though you 
have not whar you deſire, yer you have more 
than you delerve, and fo much as deſerves 
your thanktulneſs: dat's a churliſh creature 
that drowns paſt kindaeſles in a Sca of detires 
after more : 1 do appeal to thine own con(ci- 
ence , haſt thou nor ſomeching in thy ſoul 
worth thanks ? haſt rhun nor ſeenthy finand 
miſery? laid them more to heart than out- 
ward troubles ? doft thou nor prize Chriſt a- 
bove the world ? long after communion with 
him ? Y ou cannot deny but you have received 
{wee impreſſions of, divine truths, and va- 
rious experiences, and as for graces and _ 
Orts 
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forts,deal but faichfully with your ownheartg, 
and (ce what they will ſay to you : begin to 
enumerate your metctes , and you'l (ce fur- 
ther occaſion of gratitude ; eſpecially recount 
your ſpiricual bleſſings i» heavenly things in 
Jeſws Chriſt : Thus doth holy David, Plal.103, 
1,2,3- He ſtirs up all »thin bim to praiſe God, 
and reckoneth up ſpiritual mercies firſt, and 
canſt not thou ſay, he hath ſatisfied thy heart, 
& repleniſhed thy ſon! with good things? Lay thy 
hand upon thy hearr, and ask it wherher thou 
haſt not abundant cauſe of thankjulneſle 2 and 


=y 
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give God praiſe according to thy convictions; | 


This is one great end God hath in bþcſtowing 
mercie, and returning an anſwer of Prayer, 
that the ſoul may praiſe him, which is the tri- 
bute of glorie - &-5 duc from the creature to 
our Creator : Sce Pſalns 50. 14, 15, 23» Mr, 


Joel 3.26. Greevham obſerves, That in bur Liturgies, among 
puter opera, an hundred prayers (carce one Dan $ving © 
fol8.13. found, and yet in civil matters, either 


J A Halks« 
ral Logick, or cunmng Rh:torick, we have learned 
to begin a new ſuit, with a thankful commemora* 
2107 of receiving the old : Thus he, Burt I be+ 
ſeech you ſhew not your ſelves ingratefull, 
=_ Gog for what you have received, yea 

leſs him for your certain grounds of hope 
perform your dutie, and truſt God for the 
performance of his promiſe » Bleſle God that 
he hath laiguup ſo large a treaſure in Chriſt for 
indigent {oul@e. Blcs bim that hee hath laid 
out ſo mia thereot up2n the manie thou- 
ſandsthat arc now filled brimful of grace and 
glory, and bleſs him forthe (weet overeflow- 
ings 
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ings of diſtinguiſhing graceto your languiſh- 
ing {ouls. Sirs,you are much queſtioning the 
truth ot Grace , but exerciſing your (elves in 
this duty of thankfulneſs will evidence finces 
rity, and pteſerye your ſtock, and be a means 
ot further proficiency : Unthankfulneſs and 
Unholineſs are linked rogether .in Scriprure, 
and the more thanktul you are, the more holy 
you arc and ſhal be ; God loves cheartul wor- 
ſhippers : the great varicty of Muſical In- 
{trumentcs in Gods worſhip of old , ſhould be 
ecchocd with cordial prailes in Goſpel-cimes : 
praiſe is comely in Gods account, and thanks» 
tal ſouls have largeſt incomes : whae Saint 
was ever loaded with ſuch riches of Grace 
as the choſen Veſlel, bleſſed Paw? and who 
was fuller of thankfulneſs, or ſounded our the 
praiſcs of God ſo much as he? he had ic much 
in his lips, that had ſo much in his hearr ; 
andthe more he ſpeaks of it, the more he is 
filled with it : every breath, ler our in praiſes, 
draws in newupplies of grace * do you glo- 
rife God; and he wil ſatisfie you : pay this 
rent, and God wil not turn you our of doors: 
give him thistribute;/ and you ſbal haye your 
free-hold : praiſe God for your little here y 
and you ſhal have fulneſs of grace » and 
riches of glorie to praiſe him in and with to 
all Etcrnitie. 

I (hal cloſe all theſe Direions to maintain 
a treaſure, eſpeciallic this laſt of chankfulneſs 
witha ſweer Poem of Divine Herbert's, call 
ed gratcſulneſs, 


T het 


22þ 


2 Tim.,$ 
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Herb. the 
Church, Thog that baſ? groen ſo much to me, 


PRSELLG. Give one thing more, a grteful heart, 
See bow thy beggar works on thee, "P: | 
by Art, # 
He makgys thy gifrs occaſion more, T 
And ſayes, if he mn this be croft, 0 
Al! thou haſt given him heretofore L | 
| Is loft, 
Bnt thou aiaſt reckon, when at firſt fort 
Thy werd our hearts and hands did craveg | the 
What ut would come to at the w rjt | larg 
To [ave. lay 
Perpetival knockings at thy door , | gre: 
Tears ſullng thy tranſparent roms, ' mal 
Gift upon gift, much would have more, \ ing 
And comes. of t 
Th notwithſtanding, thou went'ſt ou, | ma! 
And didft allow ns all our miſe, forc 


Nay thou haſt made a ſigh and groant, EY 


7 by Joyess | 
Not that thou haſt not ſtil above, | A( 
Much better tunes than groances can make ; | mu 
But that theſe Comntry arres thy love, | 
Did take, 
Wherefore | cry, and cry again; 
And in no quiet canſt tho by , neV 
Til 1 a thankful beart obrats, --- 
Of thi, tru 
Net thankful, when it pleaſeth me ; vic 
As if thy bleſſings bad [pare dayes, for 
Ext [uch 4 brart whoſe pulſe may be } arc 
Thy praiſe. .. 
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CHAP. XLX. 


A fourth Head of Direflions, inſtruting the 
Chriſtian 1n bringing forth good things ont of 
the good Treaſure, 


Here remains yet another part of this 
Dire@oric. How a good Man is to bring 
forth good things out of the good treafure of 
the heart : in the Explicarion, this bath been 
largelic inſiſted upon, chat a Chriſtian muſt 
lay our, and make ule of his treaſure in the 
great duties of meditation, religious perfots 
mances , ſpirirual conferences, and in dos 
ing, and enduring much tor God : no more 
of them: I ſhbal onlic add ſomething of the 
manner of improving this treaſure, ia the 
fore-mentioned duties. 
x, Specdilic, 
A Chriſtians trealure 2, Seaſonablic, 
muſt be drawn out — 3+ Sincerelie, 
4+ Quitablic, 


1. The Chriſtian is to bring forth things 
new, as wel as old ; latelic obtained, as wel 
as long ſince hoarded : you are to improve 
truths at the firſt rebound : many good cons 
victions, conceptions, impreſſions are loſt 
for wam of (peedic uſe; and many ſouls 
arc undone. by negle& and delay : Pro 1 2437, 
The flathful Man roſteth not chat which 
he took in hunting, 5.8 he lets it lic by, and 
MalIrc 
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marre upon his hands, he takes pains to hunt 
for ir, but wil not take pains co rolt ir, that | 
meat is beft, that's treſh and new, and quick- 
lie uſed, *cis but a follieto keep it til itbe old| 
and good for nothing: O how many ſuch 
ſluggards are there in ſpirituals! how many 
have I feen travel far co hear a Sermon, and ' 
be affe&ed under it, yer loſe all before they 
come home, for want of following it home ! 
many hunt after the meanes of grace, and 
take abundance of pains to run to Ordinan- 
ces, (which 1s ro be commended) bur alas, | 
make little improvement thereot » to their 
preſent adyantage 2 their hearts were ſul of 
deſires before, and of delight under the drop- 
pings of the Sanctuary, bur in a little time, \ 
theſe things grow ſtale, and by degrees wear 
out, for want of a ſudden improvement : the 
Fews were not to keep any of the Manna, til 
the morrow, it they did, it ſtank, and Gods 
people muſt not {o lay up the Word, as to | 
neglect the preſent uſe thereof, for that wil | 
hinder the Operation thereof ; many a choice | 
notion is loſt for want of rubbing ir up in a | 
ſpeedie recognition : many a powertul convi- | 
tion of fin and duty dies, for want of (peedy | 
obſervation and application : the Preacher | 
layes on the Plaiſter, but the wound is nct 
cured, except ir be kepr on by the ſouls yo- 
luntarie conſideration ; when bloſſomes ate | 
knit, though the flouriſh be gone, yer they | 
aremore (ecured from tnjury, by froſts, and | 
winds, than before, good motions ſpeedilie ' 

prought into att, arc Knit, and haye a due 

con= 
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ccenſiſtencie; and ſecled continuance : O Sirs, 
your WOrK 18 NOC dane, when publick Ordie 
naices arc at an end, you mult (as the wel- 
bred Berea») trie by Scripture what you hear, 
and ſee how ic ful's your caſe ; a Man wil 
rriea pair of Gloves or Shoves, how they fir 
him, when he firlt reccives them, and uſe 
them afterwards, as he hath occaftion * and 
wil not Chriſtians honour the Word ſo far 2 
David can do nvthinz witch the Armour that 
he had not proved, nor can you manage that 
Word that doch not fit you, therefore you 
mult ferſt prove, than approve, and chen im- 
prove truths, as you bave occaſion : yea,you 
muſt cake the firſt ſeaſon you can for it, as 
ſoon as you come home, draw out this trea* 


fure, leaſt a dayes _— wear it out, and ſo i Corarga 


you have heard and believed in vain, as the 
Apoſiles heaters, wao was like him, that lookt 


| P 
his natural facein a Glaſs, and then quite for» I** 


vets his own Phyſtognomie, and thea, the 
Word 1s as Water fpilt upon the ground : 
Remembrance hath in it apprehenſton, repos 
ſition, retention, and produttionz as a Man 
fakes a ſhait in his hand, puts it in his quiver, 
fetains it there a ſealon, and when he would 
tecreare himſelf, draws ir out again, jult(o is 
treaſuring any thingin the memory ; the cnd 
of laying up is laying. ot, only let not our 
hearts be as leaking Veſlels co let {lip whar 
we hear, but ler us lay hold on, lay up, and 
lay. out for our own and others good- the 
beſt help to preſerve, is to improve truths: 
\pecdy exerciſe helps ro (piritual dexterity * 

(2 Ppcin 
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Spcculation wil never make a Man an Artiſt, ti 
f a few hours praQtiſc, wil do more than many uv! 


daycs contemplation, and {er on che work } bh! 
betimes, tc next opportunity make it .ppear pl 
what you got from God the laft ſcalun ol | 
oracc: lct your deeds ſpeak what Dawid 1n ! 
words protefleth, Pſal,119, 56. T his 1 had he 
becauſe I kepr thy precepts, {o 111 (uch acon- br 
Ali, lct your practife and fuccets lay, this] dc 
got from God in {uch a duty, this I had in. 
fuch an Ordinance, this is by the (weet help; W 
I hadin ſuch a pertormance, methinks | feel} ful 
che vertue of that repaſt: O what good wil he 
this do you? it wil cxcite thankfulneſs, in-þ 80 
g4agc you to the like performance, accuſtome G1 
you to this divine trade of terching ftrom God an 
and acting tor God : this is the firſt direAt-h at 
on, make {pecdy ule of ſpiricua. profit, draw} ©£9 
our the rrealure ſpeedily. oy 
Sznt aliqaz 2+ Scalonably, All chings arc beauriful in ret 
quorum fru- their ſcalon, though you muſt draw out off an 
ov fig * your treaſure ſpecdily, yet not unſeaſonably 1M: 
yon in you mult not be fo haſty as to be prepoſterow, ©V# 
graſper or3. let your Summer fruits be alfo ripe Grapes: l "e 
wir, Bern, A Chriſtian mult learn ro time all his ations O15 
de /anff, and expreſſions, circumſtances much yary} arc 
ben. ><I.1+ caſes, that may be a duty at one time, thatif vat 
not ſo at another : Divines lay down this rule} 1! : 
in expounding the Commandments. Neg fuct 
tives binde at all times, and to all times. Ab the 
firmarives binde at all times, yet nor to al obl 
times, Brotherly admonition is a Chriſtiac,, 2y 
duty, yer its not a duty to reprove a Manj Qu 
whea he is drank;or in a paſkon : Here o& WI. 
| ; 
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ſtian prudence interpoleth, and is of ſingular 

ule : though David was ful of a treafure of 

boly choughts, yet ne Knew there was as wel 

a time to keep ſilence, as a time to ſpeak, 

theretore he kept i1is lips with a Budle, while 

the wicked were preſent, Pſa!. 39. 1, David 

here did not binde [1imſelt to perpetual filence 

buc to 2 conttant watch: fo we mult conſt- 

der, when ipcaking may do good, and when 

hure : Our Lord Jcſus knew how to [peak a 1Ifzi. 50. 4 

word in ſcalon, and though he was alwaties 

ful of an hcavenlic treaſure, yet lomcrimes 

he anſ{wered not a word, and waved deinga 

900d work, until he ſaw a fitter (caſfon;, that 

God might be more glorified gfouls edthed, 

and his dceligns turthered : {ſome Companies 

at ſome times may not be fir for holic dif- 

courſes, and we mult nor caſt Pearls bctore 

Swine, leſt in ſtead of receiving them, they Mar. 7.6: 

rent us, a Wile Mans heart diſcerneth time, P:vv-8-5+ 

and judgment, ſaich Solomon, and a godlic FP Ib 

Man brings forth fruit in due ſeaſon, ſaith 

David : Prov, 254 11, A word fiilie ſpoten, us 

lie Apples of Gold in piftures of Silver; in Heb, 

"tis a word ſpoken upon its wkeeles, fit times 

are wheeles to carry words at greatcr ad- 

vantage: there is anick of time, into which, 

it a word or work fall, it becomes ſweet and 

ſucceſsful, and becaule moſt Men miſs of this, 

their miſery is great upon them: Ambro/e = 

oblerves that very many by ſpeaking, ſcarce mae ag all 

n | - itt office ** 

any by kceping ſilence fall into fin,— and 1s. 7 3 

quotesthe Son of Syrach, ſaying, a wiſe man Cap, 243. . 

w1l firk ſpic his opporreviey betore he __ | 
| 2 1s 
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his mouth— ani concludes, lct thy words be 
under the yoke and ballancey *. e. in humili» 
ty and mcaſurc, and (othy rohgue ſhal be ſub 
jet ro thy minde : thus he, (0 alſo for (elf- , 
conference, as wel as diſcourſe with. others, 
you ſhould draw out truths, and preſs them 
{(calonably upon your own con{ciences,threats 
nings, and promiſes, precepts and prophefies, 
Oh whar [{tcad may theſe {tand you in ? to 
check for f1n, or to char your hcarts in the 
waiecs of God, ro curb or conduct you in your 
morion, they may come 109 opportunely, as 
eAbigal to David to prevent a raſh arcempr, 
ro rouzec up your drauzic or drooping ſpirits, 
calme your Quarrclſome or troubled hearrs : 
how ſeafonable was A4»ſfin's, rake up and 
read, putting into his hands a pat and perti- 
nent Scripture, aid effeting his ends therc- 
by 2 Do you awaken your own ſpirits, Cal! to 
remembrance your experiences and comforts 
ar a dead litr, as David did in a likecaſe, aiid 
the (pirit ol God wil bring truths alſo co your 
remembrance, 11 a fic junQure of time ; and | 
certainly, in thoſe dubious workings and | 
ambiguous debates, betwixe the carnal and | 
{-iricual part ; ſcafonable thoughts carry it 
and caſt the ſcales for God : a (mal grain may | 
help co preponderate in an equal poiſe ; Chri- | 
ſtiavs know what this means, O what good | 
hath a ſeaſonable thought done many a f(ink- | 
ing foul > On the con trary 5 unſcaſonable | 
thoagh:s (though good in their own nature) 
have much prejudiced and diſtratted the ſouh 
as when a Chriltiag is at Prayer, to have a 
Mo» 
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morion to rcad or mcditate, when hearing to 
confer, &c. this is to make religious dutics tO Sees Mr, 
inccrfere, Gods Spirit is a Spirit of Order, Cobber, of 
21d this 1s not a Mcthodical, or (eafonable, ©r158pare 
bringing torth, or laying on: of this Treaſure : 3 chap. 3. 
"We pet35 pag. 416, 
All Divincs conclude, that thowghts, though as þ,y © 
bout good Ones, it they be impertiment diſcern 
do become vain thoughts , and weaken the them, pag. 
worſhip of God : Take heed of thoſe , bur 475* 
nouriſh pertinent choughts, and make ſcaſ{0- 
nable uſe of this Heart-treaſurc : That's the 
ſecond : 

3. Sincerely , be upright in your layings Jer. x3? 
out, my meaning is, make ſhew of no more 4rvvres 
than indeed you have , profeſs not to have Pw. ogy 
that co which you never attained : rake fleed #.;iume ſtd 
of Hypocrifie , there are many forth-purting nos ſuum 
Profeſſors, that talk of many things they un» Yypocrite 
derſtand nor, that brag of many truths, gra- /4% 54m 
ci $, comforts and experiences, which they nc- h_ 
ver felt in their own heares, like the falſe grucem por- 
Prophets, that are {aid to ſtea! the word every tantes non 
one from bis ueighbonr > So, many ſteal Phra- [#977 46 

: religioſs 
ſes, Paſſages, and obſcrvations , that they ;,2.7., 
glcan up from other Chriſtians, which they carences 
know nothing of, but learn them by rote, angarian- 
and ſpeak them like a Parrot : theſe are juſt *&; & 
like ſome Scholars that pretend ro much #4397 


as A - mat, amg« 
learn ng, and acquaintance with many books, ,, g1yrie 


which they never (ſaw) and though they talk quem defe- 
much yet if they be well-ſounded, arc found deraze, fe- 
very ſhallow : Herein appears a greac differ- ©7* ©97- 
ence betwixt a childe of God , and an hypo- ———_ gp 
crite, che latter cares not how good he makes germ, tg1; 
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men believe he is : the former is jealous, leſt 
Others ſhould think too well of him, and is 
aftraid hc ſhall fail their expectation : his 
hcatr is broken wichrhis once thought, that he 
1s nut {uch a one as Chriſtians account him 
ro be, he bath not fuch a treaſure as men 
. taink he hath ; O thanks the poor foul , by 
my Diſcourſes, Prayers, Carriage, I have gi- 
yci occafiori to my dear Fricnds to 1maguic 
that there 1s more good In me than indeed 
there 1s, they {cc the berter {1de, but God and 
my conlcience know much rottenneſfle 1n 
theſe garniſhed Tombs: this made Mr. Brad- 
ford lub{crive his name with the Epitl.c: of 4 
very patnted Hyp crite : Nay , this is 1t that 
layes many a good toul under a temptation, 
not.to appear well to others, Icſt his treaſure 
Withi' him ſhould not anſwer, or bear out 
his prayers or protcſhons : though that may 
be a temptation, yer *1s a good token of fins 
critic, when a good report even of the truth 
it ſelf, doth promote ſelf-abaſing humilitic : 
But that I urge to, is uprightnels in words and 
works, let your heart and tongue be tied to- 
gether, rather be good than ſcem good , ap* 
prove your hcart to God, that your praiſe may 
not be of men, but of God , profels to be what 
you arc, and be what you protcſs: be ſure you 
havethat within you, which you ptetend un- 
to : Uprightnels is a good means to Eyti- 
dence and encreaſe your Treaſures Pro, 28.10. 
The apight ſhall have good things wm poſſeſſion: 
Alas Sirs, what will tair words, and a falſe 
heart adyantage you ? fine flouriſhes ao a 
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filthie inſide will render you odicus : ground- 
lcls b-ags end in wotul dilgrace ; God knows 
what y »u ave, aid men that ka -wintimes 
Prov,29. 23+ Furiing lins and a wich-4 beart, 

a? oſs . 
this guildcd carth makes a tair ſhew of ſeeming 
Zeal, bur as, he thall be detected, hrs wicked 
neſs ſhall be (hewed before the Congregation, yerl. 
26, Some me''s Religion 15 ike Pepper, hot 
in the muuthy but cold 12 the ſtomach ; or 
like a min in a Feaver , whoſe face and out- 
ward parts burn, bur his heart ſhakes and 
quivers for cold : and oh what zcal havelome 
incexternal protcfhon ? but alas, want cither 
a principle atall , or at leaſt want tha: trea- 
ſure or meaſure of grace they pretend to : DP. Batt 
IF o, -* in Medif, 
Dr. Halt tels of one, that ſaid, it's good to 5» 7 7, 
Or mh 
"are the mouth to ſpeak well ' for good fpeech is cope. x, 
many times drawn mto affeition : Bat, (laith hey page770 
I would fear that ſpeaking well without feeling, xx duobus 
were the next way to draw 4 man to habutnal bypo- imperfetis 
erifie : thus hes Bur let me earneſtly perſwade to efi 
all co ſiaccritie and fimplicitic, for as Bernard 45 24- 
Ir : bere ruſtiCl 
faith, of two imperfetl things, its better to have tatem {ant- 
an holy rufticity, than an offending eloquenee, — tam,q iam 
If our incention be upright ro Godewards, */oqueacia 
our work will not be dark and dangerous in rao : 
. m: 
Gods account z but they rhar are not chaſt by ,"* "£8 
Righreoulnelle, cannot be innocent by Sim- et ſaufie 
plicitiC. ruſli Irars 
FUAR VOY = 
boſa loquatitas : Soror in Chriflo dilefts, 6 noftra intent's ef ſimplex 
apud Deum, in judicig ejus noftra eperatio tencbroſa non erit : qui caſt 
eſſe per 1 -ſtitiam neſetunt, nequaquam efſe innocentes per ſimplicrtaress 
p9ſ»it, Dc. Bern, Serm- 56, fol. 12994 
Q 4 4 Day 
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4. Draw out of your treaſure ſuitablic 


that is, not only aCting anſwerably to wha* 


We promus YOu have within , that Your layings cut be 


fit fo: troy 


662do; 


Exc is.g, 


not more than your layi»gs vp , which was 
the laſt Head. Bur you mult produce holie 
Attions , Exprcflions in {ome degree pro- 
portionablew , 


t. Vouch-(afed Meanes 
unto Gods-- 2. — Ends : . 

x. Let your treaſure within , and pcrfot- 
mances without be ſuirable ro your Receirs 
and adyantages : where God laies out much, 
helooks for much , the more pains he takes; 
the more fruit he expects : You muſt bring 
forth good fruit, and' much fruit that you may 
glorifie God, and edifie others ; wicked men ex+ 
prels a prodipiyus contrarietie to the Lords 
—_ but Godly'mer-ſhould not expreſs 


—_ —— — 


any diſpatitic betwixt their Receits and res | 


tutns3 Incloſed grounds muſt not be like the 


barren 'Wildernelle ; Gods Garden ſhould be | 


more fruitful than'the common Field : Trees 
of Gods planting and watering, are not to be 
like the trecs of the Forreſt : well-tilled ſouls 
{hould abound-n fruics of Righrecouſneſs : the 
Scripture compares the Church to a Vineyard, 
and particular ſouls to Yize-trees that muſt 
bring forth grapes: and' indeed a Vine is good 
tor nothing if it be not fruicful ; notſo much as 
tromake a Pin ot,to tang a Veſſel upon : Now 
let us conſider, it God have nor done as much 
for his Vineyard amongſt us as-for that in c . 
£65548 y a 
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ſa. 5. and haye not our returns been yo 


totheirs 2 the moſt parc have brought forth 

wild grapes , the beſt have not brought forth 

full grapes , ripe grapes, at leaſt not ſweet 

grapcs, but legal atts of too tov conltrained 

obedience : Have not Gods Children often 

rather afted from a ſpir:t of bondage, than of h- 

berty ? Well now , God bath a controverſies 

with his Yize , jultly may he command the 

Clouds to rain no more upon it, nayy he wil 

Calt the wild Vines inio cternal fire, and his 

ow! own cholen Vines nto the fiery Furnace 

of ſharp affix : therefore be truictul, bring 

forth abundantly, anſwer Gods Call and coſt, 

as the Heavens hear the Earth ig ſending 

down fruftitying ſhowrs, andthe Earth hears 

the Inhabitants in bringing forth abundant 

fruits, (Oo let ws bring forth much fruit , hear 

we the Lords Summons, and eccho back an- 

ſwerable fruitfulneſle to the droppings of the 

Savttuary andthe ſweet ſhowrs of divine grace : Fruftus 

che truits you are to bring forth are thole frajes if, pre- 

of the Spirit , mentioned 1n Gal, 5. 22, Love, ri = 

Joy, Peace, long-ſuſſering, gentleneſſe, goodneſſe, 191105 pra; 

faith, meekyeſſe, temperance, thele fruits are our feftus ſuor 

proficiency, as Bernard (peaks, and God ac- frutiss de. 

counts our proficiency to be as his own fruits: P*#=* 

that's che former, Anſwer the means. _—_ Sur 
2. Anſwer Gods deſigned and appointed Dune 

Ends : that is, Gods glorie , and the edifica* 

tionof your ownand others ſouls ; Bee not 

ſelt-lecking, bur ſelf-denying in all your lay- 

ings out, elſe *tis a ſign you are barren, and 

you lyſe your labour ; 1/raeb is but an cmpty 


me, 
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Fine, if he bring forth frait to himſelf, Hoſ,10,1; 
The Vie of Eſheol will commend the land of Car | 
naan; Cluſters of ripe grapes will glorifie God, | 
the chief Huband-m»n, and cvidence the fats | 
neſle of the toil, even the Conrts of our God, | 
Goſpel-Ordinances : God takes himſclt rot 9% 
be glorified by our bringing forth mnch frait, 
and is it not a bletled thing to be an Inftru» P< 


ment togloritic God ? this was the end of ©V< 

our Creation, of our Redemption, of all the! Y<* 
ot 
5 


motions and operations of the ſauttifying Spi B>** 
y/t ; awake theretore co much truit-bearing, Ml 
and let Cods glorie be the main thing in your 


eye and aim : Let the obſeryant Chriſti- Go 
an that takes carc of the Vineyard of his own! Va 
ſoul reap ſome comfort , but let our Salome} 15 - 
( Jeſus Chriſt the Prince of peace) have the thon-| * 7* 
ſand pieces of ſilver, all the glory to himſelf, 5'Y! 
ro whom only it belongs: A Chriſtian muſt cell 
{peak the language of his Mother, not wnte ws, the! 
not unto #4, but to thy Name bethe praiſe, for God, _ N 
will not grve hu glory to another : Herod was ea» to 
ten with worms, becauſe he made a fine Ora-F Ov! 
Lion, 4rd gave u0t God the glory ; it's groſs (a- ; 1 as 
criledge to a{cribe any thing to our ſelves : /#} _ 
bims that glor:erh glory in the Lord; It you bef 396 


called ro make a conteſnon of your faith, G 
and to produce your trealure before Courts, | - 


and Judgement-ſcars, {peak our, be not af} 2 
fraid of men, or aſhamed of the Goſpel, yet} ©! 
take thoſe rwo Rules with YOu, I Pet,3 IS, In ſelli 
the middle ot the Verſe you have a profeſſion | ng 


req red, in the beginning and the end,rhere's ? _ 
the d.ſpolitious neceflary. 1. Sarttifie thef © 
Lord Ste} 
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Lord God in your hearts, there's the Principle 
and End, (ce that you have gracc,a''d do itto 
G.ds glory. 2. Be zcady to give an an- 
(wer With meckneſfle 1d tear , there's the 
manner, Cheartuliels, Humiliry z w.choeut 
vain-boalting or oftentation. Sumic may 
ſpeak confidently z and carry 1t highly, 
even to ſuffering for a good caule, and 
yet be the Devils Martyrs , by ſccking'to 
get a repute among men, or to bear up an 0» 

ini0n, or plcale a Fattion , or gratihc an 
ny or merit ſomcrhingat the hands of 
God; the end makes or marrs the -action : 
Vain-glory ſpoils great Atchievements : yer 
its a miſcrable thing to bear the Croſs, and not 


Ve portan- 
tib 1s (rus 
cem & nod 


go follow Chri1#t, So 1 may (ay of Prayer, almſ(- /equentt« 
giving, or moriifying acts, or any other exe bus Chrl- 
cellent waies of laying our of a Treaſure , if ##*% Berad 


they be only to be fecn of men, the work is 
as if it were not done, and the doer in danger 
to be undone. Another ſubordinate end is, 
our own {ouls good, and the good of others, 
1 ds all things, (aith Panl, for your edification, {0 
maſt wc. God hath inter-woven his glory 
and the good of ſouls, ſo nearly that they are 
both promoted togerher : You muſt make 
Gods gloty the ultimate cnd of all your a&i- 
ons and expreſſions. in all things natural, as 
cating, and drinking : Civil, in buying and 
ſelling, and ſpiticual in praying and confter- 
ing, Take that notable Text in, 1 Per 4,1 Q, 
il.— As every max hath received the gift , e- 
ven ſo miniſter the ſame one to another , as good 


Stewards of the manifold grace of God— that God 
”m 
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in all _ way be glorified through Jeſus Chrift| 


to whom be praiſe and dominion for ever and «| 
vers Amen, 


— ——_— 


CHAP, XX, 


The fourth uſe , diſcovering the neceſſity, excel- 
lency, and commodity of having in the Heart the 
befere-deſcribed Treaſure. 


F Helaſt uſe to be made of this point con- 
cerning this Heart-treaſure 1s parrly of 
Conſolation, and partly of Exhortation , 
wherein I ſhall both cncourage thoſe thar 
haveit, and provoke to emulation thoſe that | 
have ir not, that they may labour to atraid| 
co it, and obtain it, And for the better urgs} 
10g this, I ſhall further illuſtrate the uſetuls-! 
neſſe of this Heart-treaſure in theſe ten Par-! 
ticulars, | 

1. A treaſured ſoul is of great worth : a 
gracious Chriſtian is the rareſt piece of all 
Gods workmanſhip, called { Toinue ] Epb, 
2-20 Tt is a wotd that's no where elſe uled, } 
it ſignificch an artificial fafture, fabrick or} 
{iracure, that notable Artifice, wherein the 
God of Heaven ſhewcd ſingular care and skil, 
as wcl as love and grace : this new-Creature 
in one ſoul is a grearer work, and of more 
worthzthan this goodly frame of the World : | 
a renewed ſoul is the Epitome of the Creati- | 
on,the cleareſt Image of Diviaicy upon carthy | 


bleſſed 
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oy bleſſed treaſury of ſpiritual perfe&ions $ rhe 4nimus tu 
*/ (cul of the Man, is the man, anderace ts the ju/q; 
| Ornament of the ſoul, every Man, is fo far 98/4; . 
— xcellent, as he isreligious,a Chriſtians great» quiſq; ef, 
{t glory, is, in whathe is God-wards: gra- quaztus eff 
cious ſouls are truly precious. and (uch as are 4244 denn 
-cel- Precious in Gods ſight are honourable, and of 163i.43-304 
: th more worth than the richeſt Princes, and lar- 
geſt Kingdomes : wel may they be the Lords 
jewels, that have a treaſure of ;jewels lockt 
00: up in their breaſts: theſe precious Sons of 
| Zion are comparable to fine gold , though , 
Men cſtcem them as Earthen Pitchers : *tis 
char. true, they ſeem to be of lictle worth tothe 
hat, outward view of a carnal eye, like their dear 
aig Redeemer, of whom 'cis (aid by his deſpi- Iai.5 3.35 
rg-| ſers, he hath no form nor comelineſs, and 
faſt} When we ſhal (ce him, there is no beauty 
>ar.! that we ſhould defire him ; fo the Saints ſeem 
ſqualid and ſordid, but if you could ſee all, 
- a} you would finde them all glorious within t 
off the Seryants of God arc like unto the Taber- 
nacle under the Law, whoſe ourt-ſide was 
ſed, } Rams $kins, Goats bair, and Badgers skins, 
- or} coutle ſtuff, bur the infide was Gold, Silver, 
the} precious ſtones, and curious work-manſhip : 
Tut ſo are the Saints, compared therefore ro 
the Tents of Keday, tothe Curtaing of Solve $ee Ainfe 
mon, Song. 1. 5. The word Kedar doth fig- worth in 
14; nify blackneſs, and Kedare»: (1hmaels ſecond nv, 
i: | Sons poſtericy) dwelt in Tents made of hair- 
-chy  Cloath ; thus the Church and particularſouls 
da | arc dwelling in Tents,and through aMiQtions, 
cd | Periecutionsy and many corruprions . = 
"F OWle 


am, 4: 23 


Colg- 334» 
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howling Wilderneſs, and weary Pilgrimage, 
are black and unlovely to lovuk upon, bur it 


you could open the Tent door, and {ce into| 
' the ſecret Cabiner of a believers heart, you 


would dilcover a treaſure of rarcſt grace 
truths, experiences, and comforts, thar ever 


mortal eyes beheld ; you ſhould behold them 


as gloious as the beautiful hangings about 
Solomox's Bed, as comely, faith the Text, as 
the Curtains of Sclomon : Take but another 
familiar referblance , fuppoſe you fee an 
Earthen Pot tul of Gold, let him that only 
ſees the: our-(1de, and knows not what's 
within, be asked the price chereot, poſhbly 
he wil an(wcr, not many pence, but the Pot 
with the treaſure in ic, may be worth many* 
thouland pounds, a forry Canyas Purſe may 
contain a vaſt ſurmme of money, nor muſt 
the whole be rated, according to the poor} 
facing, but rich lining : A Chriſtian hath an 
excellent crealure in an Earthen Veſſel, you 
muſt not cenſure him, betore you fee him 
fully anatomized ar the great day : his liteis 
hid 'at preſent, but when Chriſt who 15 his 
lite, appears, he ſhal appear with him in glo- 
rie - the Saints here are as Princes, walking 
in diſguiſe in a ſtrange Country, and it doth} 
not” yet appear, who or what they are» but 
God hath his time to unyeile rheir glory, and | 
feveal their excecllency : the Pearl cannor be 
found, til the ſhel of the fiſh be broken, and 
whenthele vile bodies are turned to duſt, then } 
this precious treaſure ſhal be made maniteſt: 
O che cxcellencic of a poot Childe of God's 
wou 


— 
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would make him holily proud to conſider 
what he is, the honour God hath pur upon 
him and trealures laid up 1n him, as a Man 
is a little World, ſo a Chriſtian is a commons» 
wealth, a Church, and a Heaven (as ir werc} 
within himſelf : he hath a monopolic of the 
beſt commodities, a rich magazin of prect- 
ous things tor the delight of God, profit of 
Men, and comfort of his own ſoul - though 
wicked Men do account them nor worthy to 
live in the World, (as though this Earth were 
too good for them ) yet God ſaith of the 
Saints, of whom the World was not worthy, 
they are ro00 good to breath in this dirty Air, 
and ſhal be tranſlated to Heaven : here I 
might far exceed bounds, for a clole take ,, . 
brave Luther's Character of a Saint, he is, ,; _ 
faith he, a Childe of God, an Heir of Heca- 7:1, beres 
yen, the brother of Chriſt, che Companion regu, fre- 
of Angels, the Lord of the World , and 7 if, 
partaker of the divine natufte + Be chearcd —_— 
therefore oh thou trembling Chriſtian, be | 
provoked oh thou careleſs (oul to look after mundi,par« 
a large treaſure, who would not be of this ##c4ps dw 
number ? me thinks it ſhould excite all rati- 59006: 
onal and intelligent Creatures to an holy cos L4.166 
yetouſneſs and ambition to be filled with 
theſe treaſures, and to be cloathed with all 

this glory, 

- 3. The treaſured ſoul is fit for any condi- 

tion: nothing can come amiſs ro the Chriſti- 

an thus furniſbed, he is prepared for all dif- 
penſations : nothing can make him miſer- 

able 3 Let Pani and Silas haye their treaſure 


with 


240 


Me trturlt 
t/! quedam 
aminer!, ut 
majors Us- 
ws. 
Teitul. 


Heart-Treafure. 


with them, and they can fing in the ſocks 
at midnight ; Ler David be in a Pilgrimage, 
his treaſure wil make him both compagy 
and mclodic ; a Chriſtian cannor be baniſke 
from his trealurcy he may (ay more truly than 
the Philoſopher ( emma mea, mecum ports) 
I carry all my eſtate with me ; when the. Pro. 
£onſul told (Cyprian he would baniſh him, he 
anſwered, he is no cxile that hath God in' 
his mine, ſeparare God from a Childe of 
God, and then you undo himy tf you could 
rob him of his treaſure, you might make him! 
miſerable ; but not otherwiſe : - he that is! 
out of Hell, and hath an Heaven in his hearr;} 
hath no cauſe of ſhame or rerrour : when! 
he is under ſbarp trials, and others condole! 
him, he may fay, as Chriſt tothe Daughters] 
of Feruſalem, weep nor for me, but weep for 
your (cves; and of himfelt, he can ſay as 
Parx!l, I am readie, not to be bonnd only, bur 
alſo to die at Fruſalem, tor the aame of the 
Lord Jcfus: AF. 21.13. God hath laid in 
a treature in his heart, and he is willing to 
lay it out, which way ſocyer the Lord ſhal 
call tor 1t:. by this way of laying out, the 
creaſure is not impaired, but increaſcd, by 
afflictions, truths are 1mproved, graces ex» 
erciſeds experiences . added; and comforts 
wonderfullic inlarged, and theſe advantages 
countervaile the ſmart of the affliction, this 
is an holic merchandize, fſaich an Ancient, to 
lole Come things, that we may gain'the gree* 
eer : the believing Hebrews took joyfully the 
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ſelves that they had in Heaven a better, and 
an enduring lubltance: Heb. io. 34. Ob- 
ſerve ir, they know 1n thernfcives, :, e, They 
had expcriciuce thercot in their own hearts, 
aud now by this l;{s of their c{t «tes this expe= 
ricnce was more cleared , increaled, conhire 
med than ever betores Oh blctted exchange! 
0 part with Earth, and ger Heaven, to get 
riches oft the carr, and to ge: better riches 
into the carr 3 I mult tel you tchar,one 'grain 
or degree of grace 1s more worth thai) heaps 
of woridly riche , and happy is that foul that 
endures the lo's of theſe, ro get a g00d ſhare 
of the former : Read the 11, ft Hebrews,and 
follow that bleſſed Army of. Martyrs, chat 
fruictul Cloud of Witneſſes, and tear not 
Man, for you ſhale gainers in the reſult of 
a treaſured ſoul is ſtil gathering more to 
himſelf in every dif penſation, 1n word (pc- 
ken, rod laid on, works done for himythe ho# 
neſt heart makes a goud uſe of, and 1s qualt- 
hed tor all diſpoſals, and (atished with, as 
wel as edified whatever the Lord doth with 
him: Bur more of chis anon , only obſerve, 
that a trealured ſoul can pick hs out of a 


| »—ohdl or providence rhat another cannor, 


that's worth nothing, we read of Mr. [gnatins 
Tardain (that 2: alous Magiſtrate in Exeter) 
that a formal Man-having once preached a 
Sermon at the Cathedral, about Heaven, the 


beneath the dignity of. ſuch an Argument : 
afrer Sermon Mr, Marton having occaſion © 
vilic Mr. Tardain, after many good inſtru- 
Qions 


Mr. Clark's 
ColleR.in 
diſcourſe was for the moſt part frochy, and the life of 
= I7#, 


2 wah 
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Rions he asked Mr, Marton it he had heard 
the Sermon that morning, he aniwered, yes, 
and did younor, (aid he, hear thole wonders 


ful things which God hath provided for chem 
that love him ? and then readily pickt out all 
thoſe paſlages that were any way ſubſervient 
ro uſe and profit : It was wondcriul ro me,! 
faith Mr. Mantos, to ſce an holy heart could 
draw comfort ouc of any thing : the Sermon! 
as Mr. Jardain repeated to me, faith he, wa 
another kinde of Sermon, and ſcemed to be 
fayoury and ſpiritual : I remember with wind 
warmth, and vigour he ſpake of it, cycati 
this day, and hope that I ſhal never forgetit: 
thus he, O firs, if you had a treaſure, yo 
would hear Sermons with profit , endut 
troubles alter another manner than youo 
dinarily do. 

2+ This divine treaſure enables the Sai 
for noble cnterprizes : the People that 
know their God ſhal be ſtrong, and do a 
ploics , Dan, 11. 33. When as unſound 
{ons may be corrupted by flatteries ; or 
ſed away by threats : the greater treaſurey 
have, and the more {ſingular things may y 
do tor God, the Lord wil own you to 6 
much for him, and you ſhal glorife God! 
(uffering much tor him : Pas/ Veſlel v 
Tags ty. WEl fraught with this ereaſure (and it may 
aoyise for this cauſe he is called a choſen Ve 
Ef Hebra and he only is ſo called, though doubtleſs 
i/mw. A thers were loallo) and what meer Man 
Vellcl of more for God than bletled Paw!? who 
hv  traycllcd oyer ſo much of theWorld topr 
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the Goſpel, as this nnwearied Apoſtle ? hee 

preachr all along from Jer»ſalem round about ro 30s 15. 

Hllyricum, which i, (laith Parens Sclavonia, in * 

Enrope, in a direlt line 359 Germane miles : 5. 11,9, 

but hs went | WW wHK\o ] in Circmt, viſiting cir* Bunting, 

cum)acent places to preach the Goſpel; yea, a intheTra- 

J00d Author reckons up Pax!s cravels in the Yo 

Lords work to be above cen thouſand miles, *** 

ſo thac he may be called, as George Eagles, that 

good Martyr in Queen eMaries dates Trudge- 

over-the World , for he labowred miye abnndant* 1 Cor. 18; 

ly than all the reft: and whence was it that Paw! 10. 

wasin labours more abundant ? ic was , be- > Cork 

cauſc he bad a large ſtock co ex-(pend, a well- ** 

furniſht head and heart , and the Lord made 

his labours very ſucceſsful : and obſerve ir, 

trealured fouls are very inſtrumental for God: 

Such God calls out to be as Caprains in che 

Warfare, and leaders in his Ficld ro go be- 

fore others in the ſharpeſt ſervice and moſt 

hazardous undertakings, thelc he puts to the 

tryal and brings them oft victorious ; Ir was 

a fine ſpecch ot Queen Elizabeths , when ſhe 

was lockr up cloſe ia the Tower, deſiring God Mr. Them, 

not to ſuſfer ber to lay her foundation upon the Heywoods 

ſands, but npon the Rock, whereby all blaſts of "8's Ele 

bluſtring weather might not prevail againſt her ; *"®v0 

Whereunto ſhe added, The 5kil of a Pilot is 

finknown but in a Tempeft, the valouy of a Captain 

i unſeen but in a bartail, and the worth of a C bri« 

flian is unknown but in a tryal and temptation : 

T bus earthly Globe, O Lord, is but a Theatre on 

which uhow haſt placed wi, to get ſome proof fron 

hence of our ſufficiency: Thus procecds that Peer- 
R: 3 leſs 
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leſs Princeſs: Oh the adv ntage of a well ſtored 
Chriſtian ' ſ»ch a little Davii) thus furniſhed with 
s ſcrip full of ſmooth ſtores of the Brook, I mev2an, 
an head and heart full of Scripture-truths and [a 
Ing graces, will be able t) vanquiſh the proud 
Goliah, or ch:efeſt ſpiritu.il Adverſary : How 
did (illy women encounter and conquer the 
Learned DoRors in the Marian daves ? the 
(ubcilleſt Jeluits have been puzzled and non- 
pluſt with che ſolid anſwers of fayoury Chri- 

ſtians: that precious Promitle is (weetly per: 

formed to Gods Children, Aatth, 10. 19, 20, 
dictating to them what they muſt ſpeak , the 
reaſon there given 15 , the S pirit of your Father | 
ſpeaketh in jos ; yea, {o full of matter have the 

crealured Saints been, th. it when bodily Or- | 


a mitaculous yet. Read the C hu! chen Fe 
ſto.ics : Take a taſt of wonders, when Romar þ 
Afs an! nws (that nobie Martyr } had by tae Tormen- 
Mos. fol. tors his tongue pluckt up by the Roots , hee 
$9 929%. praiſed God , and (aid , Fe that (peakerb of 
Chriſt ball never wait a ter He, W hen his cheeks 
were fore rent with Knives, he ſaid, / thask 
thee, O Captain, that thou haſt opexed to me mas 
ny mouths to nreach my Lord Cbrift So us re- | 
corded of Barlaams a Marty r, that having Fire 
| and Frankincenſe pur into bis right hand , | 
| whicrcin yet he had ſome ſtrergrh, laying him | 
4 on the Altar, his enemics thtnking that he by 
the hear of che fire would ({catter ſome Incenſe 
| on the Altar, yer the Aamee:t a bout his hand, 
wh ch kept faſt « loſed, he finging, bleſſed be | 
the Lord my Gd, which teacher wy hands to 
WAY 
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war aud my finge ela /izbt, vir Sits, it you 
have 4 trca{ute, lea” noty it ſhall be produced, 
tou you canuo: Cxpect luch Miracles, yet 
infuch amanner, and at luch-tim's as may 
molt glurine God, filence the wicked, and 
comfort your hcarts : 1 know 'cis the diſcous- 
raging icar of trembling ſouls, it God call 
me to ſharp Encountcrs,l ſhal deny my Lord, 
berray his truths, bewray my weakneſfle : Bur 
poor Chriſtian, tcar not, Gods grace ſhall be 
(ufficient for thee, tity Ittele ſtrength ſhall do 
wonders, if thou baſt a right creafure with» 
init will appear to others admiration,and be= 
yond thine own cxpeCtation : Oh for ſuch a 
Trealur: as 1s betore def(cribed ! 

4. A treaſured foul is Gods delight; a 
fall excalure in the heart,of the good things of 
Heaven is the pleaſure of the Almighrie : 
God takes delight among the {ons of men, and 
amongſt men the Believers heart is the Lords 
h gheſt Throne , nexc to that in the higheſt 
Heavens : and amcongſt ſincere Chriſtians 
none can make God (o welcome, or give him 
better entertainment, than he whole heart 1s 
be-utified wich theſe bleſſed Ornaments : 
ſuch a ſoul makes ics Saviour a ſumptuous 
Feaſt, and gives him a chearful invitation $ 
So in Solomons Song, ch.q. 16. ſaith ſhe, Let my 
Beloved come into his Garden and eat his pleaſant 
frmts, i, e, Lethim enjoy content in the fruits 
of his own Free-gracez hee hath provided 
himlelft a Sacrifice, a Feaſt, letthe graces of 
the Spirit delight and ſolace the heart of the 
Author , no ſooner doth ſhe invite bimy __ 
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he comes, chap, 1, ani gathers bis myrrh with © 
his Spices, and eats bis Horey-comb with bis Ho- Cc 
me. i,ce Hee reaps the graces and duties of F 
the (1ncere (oul, with as much delight as the 1 
Grape-gatherers or Husband-men reap their” V 
fruus in the Vineyard or Field : Oh with * 
what picaſure doth the Lord accept rhe ho- 6 
lie ativgs of a treaſured Saint 1 but he con P 
temneth the coſtly ſacrifices of a graccleſl; ſ 
{ſoul : hee cares nat for their thouſands of Ramy, j 
Or fer thouſand: of Rivers of Oy, No no 2 - 
ſoul ſtored with graces is better taan an houſe * © 
tull of ſacrifices ; the Honey-comb of humane t 
infirmities is difpenſed with , where there's 
ſtore of. Honey in gracious atts, and heaven-* * 
ly diſp>ſitions ; a liule Honey is better toy Þ 
God than the meer comb of Duties though: 
artificially compoſed , and exaftly perform} { 
ed: Happy is the ſoul whom the Lord de- | 
lights thus to viſit, that is thus fitted to enter} * 
tain the High and bsfty One : O that Chriltians} * 
could ſay asthe Church in Song , 7,13, —4t} 
our gates are all manner of pleaſant fruits , new 
and old, which I have laid ap for thee, O my Be | | 
' loved ; Sorhe Soul ſhould ſay, this grace off 
that diſpofition I will lay up for my deareſt 
Husband Jeſus Chriſt , and bring it forth to; * 
' give him content, this {mell of {weet Perfume; 
ſhall meer him ar his entrance, I will enter- 
rain the beloved objc of my deareſt affeAt| 
ons at the doors at home , in the ficlds a: 
broad » T'le bid him welcome upon all occa- 
fions, I will walk cloſciy in my Family figh- 
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come nuts me ! I will get upon my knees in my 
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Cleſe:, and there Ile ſeek, and ſhall find my ,,,., , 


Father that ſezth in ſecret z 1 will go unto his 
Table and partake of his holy 'Swpper, and 


while the Ki 2g firteth at his Table, my Spike» Cant.r,1s 


ard (endeth turth the (meil thercot 3 may 
bruiſed Spices, my exerciſed Graces {hal be as 
picalan: O.lours to him, he will ſavelb a ſweet 
ſ«vour unto my (act ifices, and my prayers and 
praiſes ſhall be (ec betore him as /ncenſe, ace 
ceptable ro God through Jeſms Chriit ; Ic is nor 
every ones happinctſe thus to enjoy God, ro 
be well-pleaſing c> him; ſome may come 
near with Moſes, when others muſt worlhip 
afar off: None (o capable of intimate com« 
munion wich God as the well-turnithe Chris 
ſtian : ordinarily, hee that bach che greateſt 
treaſure hath the (weereſt viſits : to iuch as 
bring out of their creaſure the precious fruics 
of the Spiric, to (uch will God opea the pres» 
cious treaſures of his Love: Obſerve it,there's 
much good laid up for them chat have grace, 
but *tis brought forth to chem char uſe grace , 
{ce Pſalm 31.18. Well then, Chriſtians, lay 
up much grace and draw it out, {24d your 
Lambto this Ruler of the Land : b-ing your 
Preſents to Jeſus Chriſt : the w'ſe-wes fer us 
an Example in that welcome chey brought to 
Jeſus in his Cradle, Mar, 2, 11. they —_ their 
Treaſures, and preſented to him gifts, gold, fran- 
kincenſe and myrrhe,, an{werable to his three 
Othices, of King, Prieſt and Propher, na man 
was to come to the Lord emp.y-haaded in 
the time of the Law: and it you come full- 

.R4 hearred 


Gen. 8. 2x; 
P al.141.2+ 


Heart-Treaſure, 
hearted wick this treafure, and tuli-nanded jp 
drawinglrt out, be furethe Lord wi.l be + 
pen-hearied to admit you , and open-(tand 
to fill your hungry {ous With 1aviſhing in« 
comes : You fall have J-tus Chriſt io iodge 
with you all the mght of atiiction in \weet 
embraces z Who would nut have this Treas 
fure'that he miy be weleometo Heaven ? 

s. A trealured foul can iive w.ll in a 
time of (ruitual dcarih , inthe dais cf Fa- 
| mine {ſuch ſhall be fatisficd * whoa cthers are 
| Pfal.q3.ig- hungry and thiflty, and their fouis taiuting; 2 

s trcalured Chriſtian bach good commons : tor 

the Chriſtian thus {t cxcd hah aid up that! 

8 Amos 5.11, which ſtands him 1n ſtead in an evil day; 
[- Non 'tis true, a famize of the ord 15 an afflitive 
judgment ro a childe of God ; Ordinances 

Ez.ck,24. -areto the Satnrs their glory , and the cxccl-} 

_ lency of their frezgth, the detire of their eys, 

ard that which their fouls do picy , the want 

of the Word for a ſeaſon doth more. grieve 

them, than the total-loſs doth affe&t wicked 

men: though it concern them more, for Gods 

Chiidren have that to live upon that natu- 

| ral men have nor, they have a ſtock of in- 
ward {Ircogth chat will carry them co the Rock 
of Ages, a lircam of grace in their hearts thar | 

| will lead them to the Fountain of grace : Res 
wW al Saints are never famithed but alwaies tur- 
| | niſhed : they can make a berter ſhift to live ! 
| than othcrs can , they have fomething with | 
in doors : a treaſure of Truths, Graces, Come 
forts, and Experiences makes the Saint a rich 
Feaſtzfor Gcd is where theſe arc : the Rowing | 
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Rwwers of Irving Water, that are in the friue Be- 
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4cvers be/ty, ang rhe hi44es Manze will make Rev.'2-17; 


a good meal, woacen God himielt fits at the 
Tavl:z Lhey that catunot go to publick Aſ- 
{emblics may hud the Lords prelcnce a little 
Sanctuaryy ic is every Where to be tound, and 
can make amends in private tor want of pub- 
lick liberty 3 che Word opened and apply- 
ed was convincing farisfying and cditying, 
wcll they bavethur Leſſor ſtill beiore them, 
the Bible in their hands, and a promiſe of the 
Spirit to bring things to their remembrance : 
aid why may not the treatured ſoul, whoſe 
{ſenſes are well excrcited by an habit of Scrip-« 
turc-Knowledge and (clt-conterence preach 


gelt froag meat though he carve tor himtcit : 


one lcat of the Bible was in Lathers account 


worth a world ; much more all a Chriftians 
trea{yre whereby hce is enabled ro improve 
Scriptures : Hiſtories and Tradition tels us of 
ſome good Chriſtians, who in dark times ha» 
ving got a tew leaves of the Biblezrun with ic 
into a corner, and cithcr read it themſelves or 
hired others to read , whereby they received 
incredible comfort, profir, and artived at a 
ſtraoge degree of knowledge and courage : So 
likewiſe the {ouls of Gods children may ſeck 
and (ce Gods Facein private communion of 
Saints, 1n conlercnce, prayer, an praile, God 
may make it an happy exchange to them 3 
the private lefler glaſs of ſecret dutics may 
repreient Ged as clearly to the cye of their 

ſouls, 


0 him(clf in the want of other Preachers 2 , 
. - . . 4. 4 
certainly an able Chriſtian, at full age may ai- 


w > 


], 5.14, 


230 Heart-Treaſure: | 
fouls, a5 the broad glaſſe of publick Ordinan- 

q' ces. I ſpeak not this t2 derogate from pub. 
, lick, "tis to be preferred where God grants li- 
ty berty, and where Gud withdraws, the want 
of open Viſion is much to be lamented, wee 
2eph.3.12, are to be ſorrowtul tor breaking up of ſolcmy 
Lam-1-4. Afſembitcs, and mowrn ſore when the gate; 
of Zion mourn : But this I (peak, when by per: 

ſecurion publick Teachers arc driven 1nt 

Corners ; then the Lord may ſupply that wan: 

to his children ſome other way : Bur lelt chi 

be condemned as Novelty , I ſhall expreſs if 

: in the words of a learned Author : Buchan: 

[> _ asks the queſtion , What ſhall they do that was) 
'F Sarram, The opportunity of frequenting the publick, Ord 
loc. 46, mances ? He Anſwers, Such muſt travel « 
pag-601, broad, and ſe: far and near for thews, But if thy 
cannot finde them, they muſt exerciſe themſelu; 

31 religious duties at home, Becauſe, ſaith he, t 
King dome of God u within thers, and becauſet 

word without the Sacraments may be the power 
Re Sutra God to ſalvation ;—And hefurcher adds, Th 
menti nun. the faithful can never be without the matter 
iT quam de- marrow of a Sacrament, though they may be cv 
l/ flituantur pelled to want the viſible Sign : Thus he. Ol 
lf pants, hi. what a bleſſed thing is it ro have a principle 
«har Grace, and this blefTed Treaſure ! Tis jun 


Gibus ſigni . . 
| 4 0k ly worth ſomething to have Light and pleat 


| | g*n!w: inatime of darkneſle and (carcity, 
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Heart-Treaſure, 
CHAP. XXII. 


Five more aavantages of having this treaſure 
n the heart, 


6. Onſider vhis benefic of chis heavenly 

Treaſure i:1 the heart of a Chriſtian ; 
that eycry thing turns to the encreaſe of this 
ſtock : *tis the {trange arcrattive property of 
this Treaſure , that ir will tetch in all things 
ro fill it up, and make ir greater: like fire, it 
wil turn every thing to its own nature : it 1s 
a divinc Limbeck, that can extraCt pure Spi* 
tits our of all things , according to that Ca» 
tholick Promiſe in Rom.$, 28.-e kxow that all 
things work together for good —prolperity, ad- 
vcriity, riches, poverty, renown, and 1gno- 
miny, thraldome and liberty , fſickneſie and 
health , ſucceſs and diſappointment , ſatani- 
cal (uggeſtions, violcat temptations and vis 
Qtorious Conquelts, all work for good: Yea, 
{ome extend this alſo to corruprions , yer 
theſe bur accidentally, or being managed by 
the conſtant care of a wile, gracious and pow* 
erful Phiſician z as Poyſon may be turned in» 


to a Remedy, or (as they ſay) the drinking of penmuw 
that wine wherein a Viper hath been drowned cu- aliqumnds 
reth the Leproſie ; eyen (o, God canſo husband Pro remedis 
even the breakings in of temptation, and ##** 


breaking3 our of corruption as to make it turn 
to good, being an occaſion of deeper humi- 
liation, and a Pintoprick the bladder of ſpi- 
ritual pride, and a Spur to promote a holy 
Jea® 


_— 


Mr. Cape 
of Tempt, 


» my bones by failing, 


, 


2 Heart-Treaſure, 


jealoufie and watchfulneſs, and a means tg 
work in the ſoul charity and ſympathy to- 
wards others, to alicnatc our hearts trom this 
ſinning weary world, and endcar our hear 
to God for pardoni.:g grace, and make ys 
long for a finleſs [tate in glory : theſe and 
{uch-like ends and ulcs God hath and make 
of fin, or elle hee would nut ſuffer this dead 
body, or rathcr b-4y of dcath to haunt the ſoul; 
of living Saints : our wilc God railcd a-ſtate- 
ly ſtructure over the ruincs of Adams tall, of 
he had never {uffcred it ; God doth his fer: 
vants good by thcir fins , this uncou.h Ex: 
periment made good Mr, Fox to lay, That bi! 
graces did him nojt hurt, and his ſins moſt good 
a ſtrange Paradox, but a gractous ſoul knows 
what this mcaiis, that hath many a time by 
divine affiltance fercht heayen out of helly 
lighr out of darkneflc, {weet adyantages from) 
ſad miſcarriages : Sometimes the Chriſtian 
can ſay, I had {tinned except I bad finned, th 
furthelt way about hath proved the neare 
way home , God hath ſuffered me to brea 
that he might (ct them 
more ſtrongly : We cannot go to beaver ( (at) 


Pag.234, All experienced Divine ) by Geometry, we mu} 


fetcha compaſſe by the gates of Hell, and ſee whe 
news with Satan, ere we be duly humbled , or cw 
reliſh the Promiſes aright - Yec miltake noryno; 
thanks to ſin or Satan, for this, bur to Free! 
grace, that orders all-things to the belt : not} 
let any adventure upon (in with ſuch a con! 
Cceir, for this were to ſin that grace may abound, 
that's the Devils Logick and Cangatpes prc- 
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ſumption : But when the Chriſtian hath fal- 
lenthus, the Lord helps him to improve his 
falls for ſpiritual good 3 Bur much more all 
diſpenſations of Providence, {wect and {ec- 
vere, it it go well with the ireaſured ſoul, ir 
s drawn nearcr to Cod by thele cords of 


Love S 


if ill, it is whipt further trom fin and 


the world by theſe ſcourges of anger ; hecan 
fetch a good crop of ſpiritual Fruit out of the 
barren Heath of a wilderncfie-condition ; if 
{rom outward poverty he gct this adyantage, 
to be poor 1» ſpirit, "tis a rich gain, and worth 
a mine of Gold : and ſoot other afflitions : 
The North wind is ſharp and piercing , the 
South wind (oſt and cheriſhing,bur both blow 
g00d co the Chriſtian , and make his Spices 
flow out, or Graces break forth into lively 


exerciſes, Cant.q4,16. Yet further, this I rea- 
{ure doth in a ſort conſecrate all ſtates, (o that 
let a man have more or lefſe, he hath a ſuſh- 
cient treaſure it he have this treaſure within, 
godlineſſe with contentment is not only enough, 


but gaux, yea great gain : it ſealons all things 3 
that man hath nothing that wants ir, that man 


that bath this wants nothing : wicked men 


may haye much , but godly men have all 
things ; when Jaceb and Eſas complemented 
abour the Preſent , that Jacob lent to pacific 
his angry Brother, Eſas ſaid, 1 have enough 
my Brother, Facob allo ſaid, I have exongh, but 
in the Hebrew Eſas laid, / have mach, and 
Jacob (aith, I have att, or, all things are to me : 
intimating , that Jacobs treaſnre was far be- 
yond his Brothers, cyecn as the wholc is more 

than 
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chan the part : There's a ſecret bleſſing at-| 
tends this hidden Treaſure, which gives con.' 
tent With want or abundance, and 1t God (ee 
ood he will eucreaſe the {tore : However, 4 
Tiices modicnuys Or little , amounts to more! 
than wicked mens mwltam or large Revenues, 

as the word of truth teſtifies, Pſalm 3 7. 16, 

WE 11 7. This treaſure is ſafe , its wel lockr up, 
1-8 and cannot be loſt : Phi/.1.6, being confiden 
hk | of this very thing, chat he which hath begu: 

a good work inyou, wil perform ic until the 
day of Jeſus Chriſt : "cis true, an externa| 
profeſſion , and mental accompliſhmeny 
| may be loſt, bur fincere ſaving graces (hal 
f not be loſt, *cis alſo true, a ſaving treaſurs 
[; may be obſcured,but cannot be deſtroyed;ye: 

it may be weakened, but is never totally 
FGl. 16.5; waſted: the infinite Jehovah is the Keeyeh 
of Iſrael: hethar is the portion of your cup 
wil maintain your lot : *tis not ſo much t 
rruch, nor yet the ſtrength of grace that kee 
ou from falling, but it is God only who a 
Kos is able to keep you from falling, th 

ii ſupports the weak Chriſtian : receiyed grac: 
If - 1 wil not preſerve without affiſting grace, fait 
as an habit, wil not carry on the ſoul to death)! 
or through death, but we are Kept by the po- 
wer of God, through fairch unto ſalvation: 
x Pet. Ii. 5- The power of God as the effici 
| ent cauſe, faith as the inſtrument, God kee 

faich, and faith keeps the ſoul ſtedfafſt s they! 
| that have Mary's part and Mary's (pirir, (ha! 
| never be poor * God wil fulfil the defiresd 
them that fear him, and wil likewiſe ay 
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Fleart-Treaſure, 
the hearts of his Saints with a rich treaſure 2 
my God, ſaith Pav!, -ſbal ſupplic all c 
need according to his riches in glorie by Chriſt 
Jeſus, Phil. 4. 19+ 'ris a mighty ful cxpreſſi- 
on, and refersto all wants, ſpiritual as wel as 
corporal : our heavenly father gives his tra» 
yelling Children a ſufficient tock to bear their 
charges through the World, and diſcharge 
every deb: of duty ro God and man, in ſome 
meaſure of ſincerity : this is that ewo=-pence 


355 


with which the good Samaritane furniſhed the Euktoz? 


wounded Man, as {ome Allegorize : *cis true 
ſome Saints live at high rates, in great cx« 
pence, in coſtly dutics, bur this very chargable 
living in high and hard exerciſes, and cnter= 
prizes of ſelf-denyal, do much increaſe the 
Chriftians ſtore : a Chriſtian is no loſer, bur 
a gainer by flcſh-diſpleafing performances 2 
the more ſtrength you lay out for God, the 
more you fetch in: this is one meanes to 
keep a ſpiritual treaſure from being loſt : net- 
ther Mcn nor Devils can depriye you of it, 
you may take up bleſſed Pax!'s bold and tri- 
umphanc challenge , Rem, $. 25. Who ſhal 
{eparate us from the love of Chriſt > All the 
—_ of darkneſs cannot looſe this knot 
erwixt a precious Saviour and a gracious 
ſoul: the Covenant is ordered in all things ? 
and (urc, ic contains the ſure mercies of David, 
*ris a Covenant of Salt: Iſai. 54. 20+ The 
Mountains ſhal depart, and the Hils be remo- 
ved, but my kindneſs (hal not depart from 
thee, neither ſhal che Covenant of my peace 
be remoyed, ſaiththe Lord, that hath mercy 


ON 


Sam.13.F 
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256 Heart-Treafure. 

on thee : grace 1s the ſced of God that abideg 
for ever, God may repent of beſtowing com- 
mon gitts, but thelc ſaving gitrs and this ho- 
ly calling are without repenrance : All the 
motions and commorions in the World can» 
not rob the bclieving foul of its treaſute ; 
thole flames that ſhal burn the World cannar 
diſſolve , but. rather cement and foder the 
blefled union of a Saint to his Saviour ; the 


Det; trexfurcd Chriſtian may ſtand upon the worlds 
294 EXCTH- . | | 2 4 . 

cier propter reiines, and fay, 1 have nothing of all this huge 
aurum & heap to loſe, | ſhall nor be a mice poorer jor 


argeztum, the ſtupendiqus conflagration of this googly 


ubt ewm _ Erbrick; let bruitiſh worldlings weep and 
on” wail over their. fair Houles, large demaines, 
ſeis + ibi e- full bags , numerous Catrel, and gorgeous 
im habe- Actirc, I am rich til, as rich as ever 1 was, and 
bat omi2 {ymericher,tor what Fhadinhope & cxpecta- 
m— a be tion,l have now1n tull ttt )yMCNt 8 pollcfiton 
& th:ſa4- Augnitine (wcztly dilcomtetn concernmog one 


rizareille Pazlmu Biſhop of Nola, who prayed thus , 
monuerat; (having loft a great citare by the 1avaſion of 
qui hes the Barbarians ) Lord, 1 (hall xot be troubled for 
ma! mut- - "1 / 
filucr or go'd, for where my all 1s, thou knoweſt 2 


ao ventut 
pred:zerat; for faith Anſtin, there: he had his-all, where 


Videſs the had warned him to lay ity who had fore» 
= ” wirned the Warld of thelc approaching ec» 
1 0 vids: — 21itiiticafter, he (aiththar ſome were 
Gev.t. Det OM" n 4 
cy. .s, TCortured by the: Barbarians to diſcover their 
e44 tit. riches, bat{aith.he, »e prodzre nec perdeve po- 
Lol /an. tuerant bout q'49 1p boxt er art; they could 


&/t t4- neither: betray nor loſe that good by which 


mi ,ou9 1%. , b 
yu 10:24. ICY themielves were: good ; that was. their 
ra/tum i= Races and 'Vertues:: Oh firs, What would 
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Heart-Treaſrre. 


you give to have your eſtates lecured in a lo- 
1ng, plundering, delolating day ? here is an 
inſuring office, the God ot Heaven wil (ecure 
the wel-laden Ship, that it thal come (ate ro 
ſhore : certainly this is a rich priviledge in 1 
day when we can be {ure of nothing, that,thar 
on:'y that can make us happy, that and no- 
thing elle can be made ture. 

8. God knows and owns that -trea(ure 
which ſometimes is hid from the Poflctior : 
this is a ſweet conſideration ; Cel, 3, 3, our 
lite is hid with Chriſt in God, that is, tome- 
umes it 1s hid trom our own eyes, as wel as 
from the eyes of others , bur. ſtil *iS hid wich 
God,. and he that hid ; can finde ; Saints are 
called Gods hidden ones, and theif litc is hide 
den, both in rcſpeQ of fafety, ſecrecy, and 
ob{curity :. a Chriftian may have more of 
God inhim,chan he knows of ; it's one thing 
to have graces another roknow that we have 
grace, a Childe of God may have the (ced 
and root of holinels, yet want the bud and 
blollome of aJual comfort : a ſincere foul 
hath alwaics the ſolid toundation for , ye: 
may at ſomerimes be wichourt the aCtual pol- 
[ſon of divine conſolations ; {ometimes 
God wich-draws the light of his countenance, 
and leaves the ſoul in darkneſs and deſcrtion, 
be ofren ſuſpends that att of the ſpirit, which 
may evidence the (ouls intereſt and fancerity ; 
lometimes the Chriſtian is lazic, and uſerh nar 
Gods appointed meanes to beget aſſurance : 
of by chinking of more comfort, than God is 
Willingto impart, may deny what he hath: 

Or 
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or by entertaining ſome beloyed luſt, or by 
the prevalency of mclancholy, or impotency 
of natural parts, this treaſure may be hid 
fromm the eyes ot the belicver himſclt; theſe 
and other reaſons Divines have laid down as 
cauſes of Chriſtians want of comfort or aflu+ 
rance : Every Saint Knows this by roo [ad ex- 
perieuce that he 1s often at a loſs, and cannot 
rel what to make of his condition, he hath 
his nights as wel as daics, a ripping Winter 
as wel as a flouriſhing Summer : the ſap of 
grace may retreat into the root, the Hetbs 
and Flowers, and Plants may ſhrink and dil+ 
appear, and this goodly new Creation may 
droop and loſe its glorious vergure, yer lite 
may be there, a Summer may come at the 
return of che year, when the glorious Sun 
of righteouſneſs ſhal reflect beauty upon 
theſe hidden graces, and draw them forth in» 
to lively fruits of Goſpel-Obedience, whetby 
the Saint ſhal live again, and know that he 
lives, believe, and know that he believes: 
In the mean time, while (uch a ſoul- doth 
walk in Carknels and (ce no light, let him 
truſt inche name of the Lord, and ay himy 
{cit upon his God, let him even caſt Anchct 
in the dark, and repoſe his troubled hean 
upon the Rock of Ages; faith is a venture, 
and you muſt venture your all in this botrom 
ule Gods appointed means for obtaining com- 
fort, improve free grace, {tudy the promiſes, 
awake your graccs, recolle& cxperiences, re- 
new your repentance, walk cloſe with God, 
be imporrunate at the throne of grace, and 

certain- 
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certainly joy aud comfort wil fpring forth 
(pcedily; peace is the uſual reſult of the excr- 
cile of grace, and as the ſtriking ot Flint and 
Secel rogerher produceth Fire, fo the lively 
ating of ſincere grace, upon 1ts proper obs 
jet, begerteth che light and heat of joy and ; 
warmth: yea *tis the obſervation of a good 4c. x. 
Divine, that the comfort of letting our our rough's on 
hearts to God, 1s a greater comfort, than Hol. 2. 1g, 
any comforr we can have in receiving any P$.096+ 
thing from God: Bur chis 1s ſure, it you 
have a treaſure of graces, God wil in due 
time give you a trealure of comforts ;3 and it 
he do not fil you wich joy and peace in be- 
lieving, yet he wil maintain his intcreſt in 
you, and keep you from tainuing,it you have 
not (piritual {uavitics, you (hal have ſecret 
ſuſtentation, if your ſtate be not (wect, vcc 
i ſhal be Cure, his grace (hal be ſufficient tor 
you, and that's cquivalent ro the mercy de- 
ticed, and the leſs comfort you have in the 
way, the more you ſhal have in the end ; 
and ic matters not much whether comfort 
come an hour bctore death, or an hour after, 
face it wil certainly come, as a Man of God 
once ſaid ; In the mean time, approve your 
bearts ro God, he (carcheth the hearts, and 
knoweth what you are and have, though nei- 
ther your ſclycs nor others know ir, he ſecs 
bow _ your principles lic within you, and 
knows, 7. & approves the way of the righ» Pla'; r. 6. 
ious, and though your way be troubleſome, Plal.37-37 
ſet your end (hal be peace; and though you 
may be ready to miſ-judge your ſtate and 
S 2 acts, 


2Tim-j 
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as, ina hurry of temptation, yet your hap- 
pincſs doth not deg2nd upon your account of 
your ſclycs, but upon Gods account of you in 
Chriſt; a gracious foul may nor know the 
as of faith, yer may be ſatisfied of the ob- 
zjeR of faich ; he cannot ſay ſometimes, I 
know that I do incerelie believe, but yer may 


* ſay, I know in whom | have believed, and 


delire again to believe ; the good foul may 
ſay, I know not how things arc with me, 
I have loſt my (elf in a thicker of cares and 
feates, yet I put my hand into his that knows 
the way, and can lead me out, and let him 
fee tothe ſafe landing of my ſoul in chat Ha- 
ven of reſt, and tothe lodging of it in the bo- 
ſome of Abraham, that in tender care of it, 
ſhed his precious blood for ity This is the 
_ hcad, God wil own this hidden trea- 
Urc, 

9. Arteaſurcd ſoul hath a treaſure in hea- 
ven, and indced his beſt treaſure is above : 
for this treaſure in the heart is the counter» 
pane of a treaſure inthe Heavens: thete are 
alwates conjoyned, never is any ſoul brought 
up to Heayen, but firſt God brings down 
Heaven into ir; God furniſheth che ſoul by 
the operations of his grace, and then rakes 

fſeſhon of it by the carneſt of his ſpirir, 

fore he bi it with glory yg 2 Cor. 5. 5, Baſt 
thou a treaſure laid up in thy heart ? That's 
the frſt fruits of alarger vintage;light is ſown 
for the righteous, and (I may ſay )in the hearts 
of the righteous, .if gracious treaſures be Jaid 
upin the teraple of your (ouls,glorious things 
are 


— 
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are laid up in the new Jeruſalem for you, * 

ſuch things as eye hath not ſeen, nor car 

heard, nor heart conceived : Happy art thou, 

Oh poor ſoul, or rather rich ſoul, poor in this 

world, rich in faith, and heir of # King dome, 

yea, of the Kingdome : thou maylt both 

figh and ſmile at the mad and frantick 

World , that weary themſelves for very va» 

nity, that torment themſelves in carin 

and toiling for an catthly Treaſure ; which 

when obtained, doth rather begert torment 

than content, and leads at laſt to final deſpe- 

ration: Ir is recorded of Stigandus Arch-Bi- 

ſhop of Canterbury that he lived very poorly, ER 

ſaying and ſwearing that he had wothing , no 2youm, 

wot 4 penny : Yet by a Key faſtned abour his fol, 194+ 

neck,was found great treaſures after his death, 

which he had hid under the ground : But as 

Jas that Key would not open Heaven-gates, 

nor would that treaſure purchaſe Glory, bus 

the believing ſoul hath his treaſure aboye,and 

by Faith he hath intereſt in the Lord Jeſus, 

who hath indeed the Key of David, and is al- 

ready entred into the Holieſt , and hath ſec 

Heayen-gares wide open to his purchaſed and 

prepared ones , and he 1s gone to prepare a 

place for them, Ob Sirs, tear nor, you that 

have grace ſhall not miſs of glory , as your 

fleſh is in Heaven, fo Heaven is in your fleſh, 

aSit were 3 he will open the gates of Glory 

to thoſe that opened their hearcs to receive " 

the King of Glory : the treaſure of grace raiſ- | 

eth the heart to this treaſure aboye, and lays 

up proviſion for an eternal Rate, this ſtream 
S 3 runs 
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rans to that Occan , and hal at laſt be (wal. 

Pſalm 15. lowcd up therewith, where there # fulneſſe of 
v1. Joy aud pleaſnres for evermore: Aud let this CX» 
cite all perſons to hoard up a treaſure in their 

hearts and 112 Heaven, which aeuher moth nor 

May 692.0, puſt £45 corrnpt , nor Thiefe break through and 
Real rt ; Alas, POUT CICALUTCS , it you get a 
treaſure 10 the world , what will you do tor a 
treaſure when you mult be gone hence 2 your 

catthly treaſures w:ll not purchaſe eternal 
happincſle , you caunot alwayes live here, 
therefore lay up in ſtore for your leives a good 
foundation againſt the time to come , that you ma 

lay held of eternal life, 1 I im+ 6. 198 Make 

A Friends of the mammor of warighteonſneſs, tha 
when theſe fail, you may be recerved into everlaſ- 

ing Habitations, Lake 16.9. Like that 'pro 

vident King of the Spartaus , who obſerving 

the people to dethrone their Kings at the 

earcs end, and thruſt them into a forrcign 

le to live in mitery, did nor ruffle it out 10 

that prodigality whercin his Predccefſors li 

ved for one year, but ſent a great eſtate be 

fore him into that Countrey where he was to 

be baniſhed, that he might live comfortably 

when he was degraded : juſt thus muſt the 

wiſe and gracious Chriſtian do, provide in 

the enjoyment of all things for a day of dark: 

nefle 1n the wanr of all things: as Time 

the ſeminary of Eternity, ſo the ſoul is to lay 

up here for an ctcrnal ſtate hereafter; Bleſſed 

Is that foul that 1s found with theſe treaſures 

in his heart, a Crown of Righreouſneſs is laid 

vp for thoſe in whoſe heatrs is found the work 
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of Righteouſneſle, and upon whoſe backs is 
tound the Robes of Rightcoulnelle : let ſuch 
blefſe God tor grace, and long for glory. 

10, Conſider yet turther, treaſures of glo- 
ry, are proportioned to'treaſures of grace in 
the heart : *cis true, they that have leaſt glo- 
ry in Heaven ſhall want none, yer withal, 'tis 
yery likely chere ſhal be degrees of happinels, 
and they that bave had moſt grace (hal have 
molt glory z my reaſon is, becauſe grace doth 
widcn and capacirare the (oul for larger Reye- 
nues of glory : many Veſlels of great and 
{mall quantity caſt into the Occan are all tull, 
but Come hold more, and others lefle, ſuch is 
the immenſe and inconceivable happinetle of 
the Saints above, that all ſbal have alb, and 
none ſhall want any thing to compleat their 
felicitie: as tis impoſſible for a (oul ro be in 
Heaven and not be happy , fo there ſhall be 
no nook nor corner of a glorified (oul , bur 
it ſhal be filled with happinefle : theſe clear 
Veſſels (hal be filled with this »ew wine of glo- 
ry : God ſhall beallinall, all good to all ſouls, 
and in all ſouls, Yca, ſuch is the vaſt and in- 
finite Ocean of glory that they ſhal entey zxto 
their Maſters joy, not it into them ( though 
they ſhall be as full of it as their hearts can 
hold ) : Oh how ſhal they bathe themſelves 
in thoſe Rivers of pleaſures? the minde ſhal 
be fall of Light , the will of Holinefſe, and 
the affections of Raviſhment and ſatisfaftion, 
when we awake we ſhall be ſatisfied with bis Image, 
Pſalm 17.15. nor ſhal there be any cnvying 
one anorherhappiges + ( though one ſtar w- 
S 4 cr 
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fer from another in glory) bur cyery one ſhal 
bear his part inthe lower or higher prailesof 
God, (as one faith) with an harmonious va» 
ricty 11 perteQ lymphonie : ccrcainly that 
immarccfiible Crown of Glory ſhall be as 
weighcy upon every Saints head, as hee is 
able ro bear, though that weighr ſhall bee 
their delight, nothing is heavy in its proper 
Element , and Hcaven is the proper Ele» 
ment of the ſpirits of juſt men made per fett : 
tlence 'tis (aid, the four be ſt (1.Cs) the come 
munity of che taithitul ) reſt n9r day nor night, 
praiſing God, Rev.q.8. yet their work is their 
relt, only ſome have an Inſtrament of fix, 
ſome of eighty others ſing praiſe to God up- 
on-alz4n{trument of ten ſtrings, having more 
enlarged faculties fitted to that Angelical du- 
0g ty : it may ſeem thar as there is degrees of 
71d, Bez, COrments in hell (for it will be more tol- 
que?. & Icrablefor ſome than tor orhers) (o there wil 
Keſp.p-98. be degrees of happineſs in Heaven, by the rule 
ce:7%7 of contraties: for , ſaith Beza, that Scripture 
meſis tum, : . . 

de ſpicicy- of ſowing and reaping ſparingly , and liberatly, 
all merceds in 2 Cor, 9.6. refers zot only to charity and tem- 
vita atcr- poral advantages, but piety and eternal incomes : 
2e,94:% Thus doth Catv:» iterpret it alſo ; and the Pa- 
PLY7COR1S UCs } P il 

»ed\Fiou;. Table of the Talents, whoſe reward was pro- 
b;, quibus POTtionabie to their improvement , Lake 19, 
Peus fro- 16, 17,18. *T1s true, parabolical Divinity is 
ſequitsr not argumentative,vet the mainſ{cope of a Pa» 
homin*s be- r:blc hath a demonſtration in it, and it may 
nefrcos Cx | 
rom deber ; [erm probable that thoſe whom God honors 
Caly, iz With moſt grace, and that honour God with 
lac, mott [cryice and ſuftcring ſhould be moſt ho» 
. » | noure 


Marth, 20. 
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noured with glory : Bur nothing of meritin 

111 this, for giving Heaven as wages for work 

is an a{t of communrative juſtice , but what 

equality is there betwixt finiie Services and 

infinite Glory ? none at all , no, no, eternal 

Life is the gitt of God ; Let proud Papiſts ſay, 

they will not have Heaven gratzs, let the real 

Saint look upon Goſpel-blcfſings as fruits of See this 

Free-grace, and the City above as built all of Queſt an- 

this Free-ſtone, andthe way paved thither + in 
—_— Buch. loc. 

with the meritorious blood-ſhed of our dear , ; n, 4 

Redeemer ; And whether there be degrees of zrema, ya, 

olory, or no, be ſure the treaſured ſoul ſhall 446- De- 

have his ſhare, and we ſhal beſt be able to re- *<rmined 

lolve this queſtion by experience; Viſion and yoann 

Fruition wil be the beſt determination. Now gegrees of 

theſe great things are Riddles and Myſteries glory froms 

to us, becauſe we look bur through a glaſſe » Theſ.2. 

darkly, we have but faint Emblems and poor FP _ ., 

: An. I2-3; 

glymples of that glory which ſhal be reveal- | ©; ,.: 

ed, but then we ſhal ſee God as hee is , and xr, , 

know all thiogs fir for creatures ro be ac- 

quaiated with, a thouſand of rhele hard knots 

ſhal be pntied, and our ſouls fully irradiated 


with the beams of divine Light. 


——— — 
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CHAP, XXII, 
Some Objettions anſwered, and the Exhorta- 


tio wrged . 


Bu: liere come in many doubting ſouls 
with their ſeveral ſad complaints and ſclf- 
puzzling Objctions, 


1, Alas, 
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1, Alas, ſaith one4l fear | have no ſuch treas 
ſure as herc is deſcribed, tor I have a very ig- 
norant head, and therfore an empty heart,thele 
treaſures enter in by the door aud window of 
knowledge,but I know nothing yet as I ought 
ra know;l canot conccive aright of one truth, 
& howl ſhould I then have a treafure of truths? 

Ll anſwer, 'T is well thou art complaining ; 
UnſanRtifted knowledge putterh up with 
conceirsof imaginary attainments z gracious 
ſouls are ſenſible of detects and lament their 
1g20rance: David was a Saint wel-trea(ured, 
yet cals himſelf @ beaſt; eAgar was a wile 
and holy man , yet protcſleth that hee was 
more bruiriſh thanany man : nay , he ſaith, 
bs had not the underſtanding of a man, Pro,3 0.2, 
*Tis an hopeful fignto hear Chriſtians bewail 
their ignorance, but it doth not become any 
man to brag of his Knowledge : the lowelt 
humility is the higheſt attainment : ſelf-de- 
nial is a ſign ofy and means to ſpiri:ual Ris 
ces: *tis a ftgn thou haſt profited when thou 

diſcerneſt and bewaileſt thy non-proficiency : 
Beſides, you muſt know, that you arenor to 
determine of your treaſure of truihs, by the 
number of cruths known, but by the manner 
of your knowing them, and your eſtimation 
of them; do you value the truth (o, as to buy 
the truth at anv ratc, and to ſell it at no rate ? 
nay, arceyou not willing to part with your 
lives rather than truch > Hath nor truth bad 
efficacy in your hearts , authority over your 
conſciences, and preyalency in your conver» 
ſations? Do you give up your ſelycs tothe 

truths 
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truths you do know 2 and, walk with God 
according to light recetved 2 it ſo, then you 
have a treaſure bath of truths and graces : 
tis a wonder troconſider how little light, and 
how much heat Chriſts own Diſciples, and 
zealous Martyrs bave gone (traight to Hea- 
yen With : 1 {peak nor this co ſooth up any 
in ignorance, Or to patronize negligence z 
but to quiet the poer doubting diſconſolate 
conſcience, thar's afteted with a ſenſe of its 
12norance, ; 

2, Ah, ſawxh another, Is it poſhble that 
I ſhould have a treaſure of grace that have 
fuch a wrcaſure of fin ; the Lord knows, my 
heart is even ſtuffed tull of corruption , there 
is (uch a huge tardel on my back,tuch a mon- 
ſtrous body of death, that I much tcar whe- 
ther | have any grace atall in my heart or no, 
my {in bears me down like a violent torrent, 
Jalt 18 predominant, and can grace be pre- 
valcnt ? 

Ianſwer, I am glad to hear theſe Com- 
plaints from thee, it is no new thing for a 
Paw! to cry out of a body of death: living men 
feel the weight of a burden, but dead men 
arc not hurt: Doſt rhou really complain of 
the power of fin! then 'tisa Tyrant, not a 
King in thy heart > Doſt thou ſigh and 


fight againſt fin ? bleſſe God for that Light Deur.22. 
tolecit, and Lite to oppoſe it : the forced 25: 


Damſel cleared her innocency by crying Out, 
ſodoth the vanquiſhed ſoul evidence integri- 
grity by zealous groans to Gdd ; 'ris but a 
Rape nor a complear Conqueſt , while |. 
b on 
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ſoul is ſtrugling with ics enemy, and gives nat 
up the Fort of the heart : Bur know this, that 
2 Chriſtian may have a large treaſure of grace 
in his heart, and yer fcel violent workings of 
laſt, grace may be ſtrong, yer corruption 1m« 
petuous ; God may give it a commiſſion to 
make violent incurſions upon the wel-fur- 
niſbed (oul, for wiſe and gracious ends : only 
conſider wherher thy prayers be ardent, con» 
reſts vehement , and mournings for it bitter 
and more than ordinary ; if it bethus with 
thee, thou rmayſt haye a treaſure for all thar, 
not only a principle of grace, but a large mea» 
ſure thereof , for oppolites illuſtrate one a- 
nother, and though there be ſtrong luſtings 
of the fleſh againſt che Spirir, yer 1f there be 
allo proportionable ſtruglings of the Spiric 
againſt the fleſh , the ſouls condition may be 
ſatc, and for ought I know, it may berich 1n 
Grace; That's for the ſecond ObjeR, 

3. But, ſaith the Chriſtian, you talk much 
of a treaſure of comforts, bur alas I know not 
what that means , alas comfore is tar away ; 
{urely if I had had any grace I ſhould have had 
peace, but I have been long under ſadneſs and 
in many difconſolate fears, I fear I haye no 
trealure-of grace. | 

Axſw. Grace and Peace are not inſepara* 
ble, they may be diſ-joined, as Scripture and 
Experience teſtificy many a gracious ſoul hath 
been in deep ſorrows, a foul may havea Hell 
within it, and yer at laſt go to Heaven; a 
Chriſtian may ſail cthorow a rempeſtuous 
Sea tO aquict Hayen ; Yea, furcher or 
that 
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that a Chriſtian may have a treaſure of grace, 
yet want a treaſure of joy and comfort ; the 
reaſon is» becauſe comfort is an efte& of Gods 
Spiric, which a&ts arburarily,and not by nece(- 
fity, for if the Spiric ſhine not upon the gra- 
ces of the Spirir inthe ſoul, it (hal bave no 
comfort,though it be full of grace ; Now God 
doth ſometimes ſuſpend the comtorting pre- 
fence of his Spirit from the beſt of his ſer- 
vants for righteous and gracious ends : hence 
we finde eminent ſervants of God ( that 
feared God above many) complaining of the 
want of comfort, as Fob, and David, and 
Heman ; yea, lometimes we finde our dear 
Redeemer (who had a treaſure of grace, and 
the Spirit above meaſure) complaining of 
Gods forſaking him, and conſequently of the 
abſence of joy and comfort : Poor ſonl, do 
not murmure that God doth not alwaycs 
feed thee with echele Sweet-meatrs, which are 
are the fare of the Upper-Table, and reſer- 
yed for an heavenly Banquet : what though 
thou haſt not always afual poſſcſhon of com- 
fort, yet thou haſt a ſolid Foundation for it : 
what if chou be not continually dandled on 
thy Fathers lap, and kifled with che kifles of 
his mouth, yet thou art a childe ſti], and thou 
canſt nor deny bur ſometimes he doth viſit 
thy ſoul with hearr»(olacing conſolations, and 
thou mighceſt have a treaſure of them if thou 
- — be ready for them, or rightly improye 
them. | 

4: Alas, ſaith the troubled heart, if I knew 
my ſtatc were ſafe, I could be berter mn 
c 
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ed in the want of comfort, but I haye cauſe 
co cal all inco queſtion, I have been (o barren 
and unprofitable under mcanes of grace, or- 
dinances and providences, | may cric out my 
leanncſ(s, my lcannels, woe unto me, it there 
had bcen any real goud in my (foul, it would 
have bcea more increalced under my long- 
cnjoycd helps. 

I anſwer, thcre is never a ſoul under Hea- 
ven, but hath ſad cauſc to complain under 
ordiaances and enjoyments; where isthe man 
that can ſiand forth, and (ay he hath gathercd 
1n harveſt as much as he might have done ? 
bur there 1s a profiting ro grace, and in grace, 
haſt chou expcricncess of the former ? haſt 
thou been waftcd over by the boat of ordi- 
nances into Jeſus Chriſt,unto aſtate cf grace, 
I hope thou canſt not denie this ; wel then, 
thou haſt attained to the main proficiencie, 
bleſs God for that, and for a progrels in grace, 
cxamine thy felt a little more ſtriklie, 1s not 
Jelus Chriſt more endcared to thee 2 do not 
the things of God reliſh better wich thee ? 
dolt chou not more {corn the World, and all 
preferments that ir offers to thee? is nor thy 
prevailing purpole to cleave to God, notwith- 
itaading oppoſitions, more fixed and (crled 
in thy heart, upon long expcricnce of the 
waics of God? doſt thou not every day (ce 
more demonſtrative reaſons to confirm thee 
in thy choice of this better part ? and let me 
ask thee, whether thou haſt not grown down« 
wards in humilitic, ſelf-denial, barred of fin, 
] ' . 
'Ove 0 the Saints? though thou cant = 
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ſay thou haſt grown upwards in joy, iaith , 
heavenly-mindedneſs, and communion with 
God ? do not think thou att above complaint 
and proficiencie 1n this lite ; none have at- 
tained to a perteCt treaſure in thus vally of 
teares, and thadow ot death; you wil have 
cauſe to complain of defe&s and imperte- 
ions, which in your perte&t Saviours com- 
plcat righteouſneſs, your God wil graciouſlic 
cover and cure. 

5, Bur, ſaith the poor ſoul, methinks I fall 
very far ſhort, not onlie of what I might have 
attained to, bur what others (under the ſame 
enjoyments) have arrived to, I am our-ſtrip- 
ped by ſuch as (er out long after me, they that 
ere converted ſome years after me have at- 
tained to more treaſures of gifts, graces, and 
abilities for edification, and I lag behinde, 
what ſhall I think of my ſelt? 

I anſwer, thou haſt cauſe ro lament thy 
non-proficiencie, and bewaile that thou haſt 
not kept pace with others, there ſhould bean 
holic emulation amongſt Chriſtians, and a 
ſtriving which ſhal be richeſt in theſe good 
things of Heaven ; bur withal, comparing 
your ſelyes with others, is no good rule, {cx- 
cept it be ro ſhame your negligent hearts, and 
excie diligent endeavours)becaule ſome have 
better parts, and may ſooner attaine to higher 
degrees of knowledge, and ſome God intends 
to cal out to extraordinaric ſervice or ſufter- 
ing, others God defigns to pluck away foon- 
er by death, and fo layes up much in a ſhort- 
cr time, Bchides, chough they may _ ro 

ave 
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have a larger treaſure, yet you do not Know 
what they may have to do with it, they may 
be purto it, and all they have lictle enough, 
they may have ſuch corruptious, temptations, 
afflictions, deſcrtions, as may cxhault a great 
treaſure, poſiiblic they put the belt f:de out, 
and you fee the bright ſide, and not the black 
ſide of the Cloud; you hear their prayers, 
diſcourſes, excrciſes amongſt others, but you 
know not the dolorous griets, and bitter com- 
plaints before the Lord in (ecrets could you 
lay your cares to their Cloſets; you would 
over-hear their ſad ſighs tor their tulneſs of 
fin, emptineſs of grace, and naughty trame of 
hearr ; it may be your treaſure is more (ccled, 
and theirs more floating, and you fcc it 
when the tide is high 5 you ſhould rake 1 all 
before you judge your ſelves by others, and 
indeed no Man 15a competent judge of ano- 
thers frame of ſpirir, you may even fall be- 
low hypocrices themſelves in ſceming in- 
largements. 

2 Cor. 1: 6G, Yca, ſaith the ſoul, but I fall below 0- 
4» 6. thers 1n real uſefulneſs, if there were a trea- 

Rom. 12:4- ſyre withing me thinks it would appear more 
co theglory of God and good of others, but 
I do no good in my place, I cumber the 
ground, and bring not forth fruit as others 
do, . that do God a great dcal more (cryice, 
than I dos 

I anſwer, the Apoſtle (ſaith, there are di- 

verſities of gifts, and operations, fo alſo, all 
members have not rhe ſame office, and conle- 


guentlic not the ſame uſctulncls, ſyme move 
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i! an higher (phear, and ſome in a lower, but 
if thou be (cr in this heavenlie orbe of che 
Churchs thou haſt ſome influence, there is 
nor a Finger or Toe in this badic of Chriſt, 


but *is ot Lome uſe, and cannor be (pared, 


bur it wil be lame and defe&ive, not a loop 
or pin in this Tabernacle of the Church, bur 
is it fils up a room, ſo it bears up ſome 
weight : the body of Chriſt hath need of thee, 


nay#there's nor the choiceſt members thar. 


fan ſay fo the mcanelt in the Church, I have 
no necd of thee, Pani, though a great Apo- 
ſtle, ſtood in need of the prayers of the mean- 
eſt Chriſtian: an Iron Key may ſometimes 
open that Lock, that a filver one cannot cf- 
ket ; there's never a Saint in the World, that 
tnows the good that he doth, nor ſhal ir be 
known to others the uſe he is of, til he be ta- 
knaway, and then the place ſhal fecl a loſs 
of him, a Ciry, a C-untry, and Kingdome 
tay be (pared upon the prayers and upright- 
neſs of one righteous perſon - Let not more 
forthy members deſpiſe the ignoble, fince 
hey cannot be wichour chem, and ler not in» 
kriour members envy the more honourable, 
xcauſe God appointerh every one his ſtation, 
and accepreth the meaneſt members faithful 
ervice, a ſweeper of Chimneys may honouc 
God in his place, as wel as a Paſtor of ſouls 
In his: a plain Chriſtian ina leathern Coat 
fnay (if faithful-in his ſtation) do -God as 
tauch ſervice, as a great Dottor in his purple 
Robes: if choube (erious inthe work of God, 


Fami- 


bdu mayeſt promote ws cauſe of God in thy 
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Family , which may rcflc& a luſtre to the 
whole Church, 

7+ Butalas, faith the Soul, I am fo far 
fromencrcafing intoa ireaſure , that I fear T 
am onthe loſing hand ; I am in ſpending, 
waſting, decreaſing by ſinful praftices, what 
I gainina Duty or Ordinance, I loſe by an at 
ot {tnning, and have much ado to recoyet 
my {clf,oh this inconſtant,unſtable ſpirit)what 
ſhal become of me? = 

I anſwer, the caſc is ſad, and much tobe 
lamented, but (o ic is with the beſt of Gods 
Children, David (aich, thou haſt lifted me up, 
and calt me down, while we are tofled upon 
the fluctuating Waves of the Seca, , we mul} 
expett Marincrs motion, to mount up to 
Heaven, and go down to the depths, to have 
rich cnjoyments, and (adder abatements, 
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that we may know both how to waar, and 
how to abound in point of inlargement: 
ſometimes our hearts are opened, as the heat þ.g;, 
of Lidia, to receive of that grace which be Þi. 
comes our treaſurc, then again our hearts aft | 
ſhut up, and we ate in danger co ſhut out dr 

vine incomes ; ſometimes the Sailes of out | 
ſouls are fpread,to cnterrain the livelie guelts þ; 
of che holy fpirit, but how often are they 

contracted, and we ' then reſiſt the blefled|; 
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ot unchangable felicity : yerrake notice, that tho 
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eren increaſed by this variety of conditions; 
by ſtanding ſtil, or talling back,he may grow 
more (elt-ſuf picious, penitenty vigilant, and 
diligent, and make the more haſt after his 
God, to redeem the time that he hath loſt; 
1nd pick up his (cattered crumbs : when a co- 
rerous Main hath waſted any ching; or milt a 
od bargain, he wil ſeek to make amends, 
y furure diligence: thus wil the gracious 
ul, fo that God may improve lips, to 
aging faſter, ſtumblings to a ſpeedy mo- 
Jon forwards, and tals to a greater heedful- 
xls and (enſ{ibleneſs: Haſt thou not found 
t thus > poor ſoul, haſt chou not been a 
niner by thy loſſes? have not theſe ſpiricu- 
| Egyptians (of raging corruptions) paid ris 
ce to thy (ſoul, te increaſe thy ſpiritual 
tock? have not theſe Gibemites been hewers 
f Wood, and drawcrs of Water, to help 

hee in the Service of the SanCtuaric? I 

weſtion nor, bur chou haſt found theſe bitrer 

hemics, as occaſions at leaſt to put thee on 


p watclythy treaſure better 3 the Canaanites Num, $3; 


re to be to [ſrael, as pricks 1n their eyes, 
ad thoros in their fides, jult (o are fins to the 
nts, theſe pricks in their eyes, make chem 
p more for ſin, and theſe thorns in their 


F' 
_ les, ſpur thera more towards the Ciry of 
15, 


in this, 
(© ny 
Vioun 


ge : there are different ſorts of Chriſtians, 
cate (olid, ſober, and more (cried in their 
tion, that keep on a good, eayen pace in 
e ways of God, others are more uncertain, 
Mmetimes puſh forwards, and draw back a- 
in, yet theſe may be Gods Children, as 

T 3 wel 
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wel as the former, and ſometimes it is occafi- 
oned by the natural levity, and fickleneſs of 
cheir ſpirits, or other cauſes, yer ſtil the al- 
mighty Arme of Jeboveh is under them, and 
all his Saints are in his hand, and though thele 
unſtable (ouls may not excel, yer they ſhi 
keeptheirhold, and every leapthey rake ſbi 
ſet them nearer to Heayen, and lead them ty 
that immutable ſtate, where there is fulneſs 


of joy, and Rivers of pkaſure for eva] 


more. 

Thus much for anſwer to ſome ObjcRions 
I ſhal now conclude all with a brief and (eri- 
ous exhortation, and oh that 1 could per- 
{wade and prevaile with all to look after rheir 
ſhare inthe treaſure,ſo largely opened to you, 
methinks ic ſhould be an caſfie thing to pet- 
ſwade Men to embrace a treaſure, but oh 


how hard is it to ingage Men to look alterz 


creaſure for their {ouls ! 1 {ce what a wretch 
cd thing a carnal heart is, and poor fouls 
fight againſt their own intereſt, and forſak: 
their own mercy, 
— One would think that they, that are poot 
1 the World, would be induced to conſider 
of ſome treaſure ar laſt ; I beſeech you, let 
reaſon be beard, argue rationally , and le 
your ſouls be working in ſuch thoughts 8 
theſe, God hath caſt my lpt ro be in a mean 
eſtate, and I work bard for a bare living, | 
toile and trayel night and day,and I can ſcarce 
ger courſe Cloaths for my back, and food fot 
my ſelf and my Family, F would have go 
{ſomething before-hand, but I ſee it wil + 
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do, Times are hard, Trading dead, I deſpair * 
of growing rich, the wor.d is like a ſhadow, 
the more I purſue it, the turtheric flees from 
me, and have I been purſuing after that which 
{ cannot overtake ? and if 1 ſhould oyertake 
it, can do me no good, may do me much 
hurt, and in the mean time haye I neglected 
my immortal ſoul, and getting a treaſure in ir 
to make it rich and happy? Theſe ſpiritual 
goods are the beſt chat can be gor, and theſe 


'only may be got,and nothing elle : Omy ſoul, 


ſhal I be poor in this world and poor to all c- 
terniry ? mult I live in miſery here, and be in 
oreater torment hereafter, oh why ſhould I be 
lucha perfe& beggar ? doubly poor, of a poor 
eſtate and of a poor low degenerare (piric ? 
Oh rather let me be pavy i» ſpirie that I may 
be an Heir of a Kingdoms , a better than chis 
Dung-hil world can afford. If I want bread 
for my body, Lord evermore give me the 
bread of Lite for my poor ſoul , the garrficnts 
of Chriſts Righteoulneſſe to cover my naked» 
neſs, Fine gold chat I may be rich, though I 
be ſeparated from my neighbour let mebe-u- 
nited to the Lord, though 1 be deſpiſed by 
men, yet let my (oul be owned by the Lord, 
although I have nor a foot of Land, or houſe 
of mine own in this world, yet, Oh that I 
may have a right ro Manſions above y and 
may take poſleſhon at death of the Inheri- 
tance of the Saints in Light: Thus do you that 
are poor argue the caſe, and reſt not ſatisfied 
without the true Riches ; if you cannot get 
Earth, make ſure of Heaven , and then you 

T 3 make 
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make no bad bargain : keep up this Trade of 
Religion, when ocher Trades accay, live a- 
bovethe world, learn to aft Faith . pur the 
Bond in ſuit, make a vertue of nec flity, and 
it ycu.cannot ger lett-hand mercics , be ſure 
of right-hand mercies, and then you are hap- 
py for ever. 

Letrich men alſo look aftcr a treaſure a+ 
bove, I know irs a hard thing to per(wade 
ſuch as have treaſures on earch, to look after 


trealures of Heaven,and in Heaven : it is ims' 


poſlible tor them that trult in riches to be (a 
ved, and molt men do fo ; Oh how apt are 
men of great Eſtates to pleal* and appland 
themſelves ia their large poſſeſſions, ebpecial- 
ly after the malicious revilings of the poor, 
ot the awakening convigtions of Gods Spirit 
by ſome heart-ſhaking Boanerges , they go 
home 'and chus beſpeak themſelves, what 
Peputus me D<cd I regard the vain calumnies of the ſons 
ſbitat at Of Belial 'or the furious inveCtives of theſe 
m#hi plau- bawling Pricſts, I've need of none,and I feat 
ds, ipſe 49- 1g man, I amabletolive of my (elf, let eve- 
cd 0-0 ** xy man look to himſelf, its an hard world, 
contemplor and we muſt Jook to our ſelves , God hath 
in arc4, DÞleſied me with an eſtate, and I rruft he loves 
Horar., me, and.I ſhall do as well as others : Such 
" workings are in rich mens breſts, the God df 
Heaven. knows your ſecret (elf-flattering 
thoughts, but they ſhall be found ro be vain 
anotherday, when-you lic upon a death-bed, 
ready to breath our your deſpairing ſouls, 
what will: mohey do in the' Cheſt without 
grace in the Heart 3 what arc thou better fot 
4 : * od .} , TT% 
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hundreds and thouſands a year > what art 
thou the better tor the honourable or wor® 
ſhipful ticles of Lord, Knight, Elguire or Gene 
tleman > I have heard of a Perſon of qua- 
lity that cryed out upon his fick-bed, tex thou- 
ſand pounds for a good conſcience, but alas, par- 
don and Heaven cannot be bought with mo- 
ney, purity and peace of conſcience are at a 
higher rate, they coſt the precious blood of 
Jelus Chriſt, and are nor bought but given in 
Gods way and in Gods time : hee was a Fool 
that pleaſed himſelf with conceits of filling 
his ſoul with his full bags and tucniſhed hou- 
ſes, or fruictull Fields , whac are thele tothe 
immortal ſoul, that is of a ſpiritual nature ? 
No no, Riches profit not in a day of wrath) 
you cannot ſtop the mouth of conſcience in 


the pangs of death with a little worldly craſh : yon de- 
try this in leſſer things, and (ce whether mo- mu & 
v7, which anſwereth all things wil fill your hun» PRI 


gry bellies, cure the head-ach,, or rooth-achy 7, 


or remove Feavers, alas it cannot, you know ;, egros 
It cannot, how then can Riches ſatisfic, or Pemins 
ſanQifie, or ſave the immortal ſoul > A time 4*4«cuxe 


1s coming when the carclefſe and coverons 


Worldizng would be glad ro exchange earth 14Q..c. 


for heaven,and would be willing to caſt all his 
Rare commodities over Ship-board to ſave 
his precious Veſſel of his never-dying ſoul, 
but he char eſteemed the world his God, ſhall 
have no God to relieve him when hee is lea* 
ving the world : He that ſpent his ſtrength 
and time to compaſle his worldly ends , ſhal 
haye noching bur his labour for his pains in 
T 4 the 
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the upſhot, what hath he gained, ( let hin; 
Job27. 8 brag of his bargain ) when God raketh away hy 
ſoul? Nay, this very treaſne that he hath 

heaped up ſhal riſc up in j#dgmert againſt him, 
65 VG: i ſo Heinfrs reads, Fames 5.3. as though their 
24 TWugt>, Gold and Silver tbould/become a treaſure of 
6XTE & tormenting fire tothe rich and wretched Mi- 
£4, XTous ſers : and oh, what an altonit}ang confiderati- 
Huegous 2 on is this, that a Covetons Main h uid gather 
my Ex- the fucl to that fire that thal torment him tor 
= "PB ever, and that his beloved Mini.n the world, 
4 with which he hath commited adultery, hal 
be the inſtrumentot his corment; © yea, ſome 
think further, r1at this carch where wicked 
men have had their Heaven, ſhal be the place 
of hel-corments afcer the ue day of Judg- 

ment 2: certainly chis world which hath be- 

witched ſenſual ſouls ſhal be burnt with fire 
and how juſt is it, that where men have aQted 
cheir pleaſant Comedy , they ſhould ſuffer 
this laſt and cverlaſting Tragedy Oh Sirs, 
think of this betimes , do but in cold blood 
conſider whether your great Eſtates will 
{kreen betwixc Gods flaming wrath and your 
{inning ſouls another day:Beihink your ſelves 
betimes, whether you would have God or the 

world to ſtand yaur Friend at Death or Judg- 
ment, whether you would have a heart laden 
with this heavenly treaſure, or a conſcience 
Joaden with guilt. and filled wich excrucia- 
ting wormes,Whether you would hear that ſad 
ward, Wo usto yoy. that are rich for ye have ve- 
ceived Jour conſolation,” Or, come my Frieuds, en- 
ter znto Jour Maſters Joy 5 Remember you 
Were 
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were fore-warned of thelc things, look as 
hour you berimes : 

Here I might admoniſh all Ages and Sexes 
to get their hearts tull ot this treaſure , you 
young men begin the world wita this ſtock, 
this alone wil tit you for all callings , places, 

lations and Conditions z you are entring 

eworld, and you know nor what you may 
paſſe through berwixt this and: the Grave, 
without this treaſure you are fit for nothing, 
this wil fit you for any thing : this wil render 
you wcell-accompliſhc Gentlemen, Merchants, 
Miniſters ; This wil carry you thorough all 
Companics with credit and profit ; it wil be 
an excellent Guide and Guard in your Jour- 
neys; This wil ſcaſon your younger years 
with gravitic, policic and humilitie, and ri- 
re1your ſouls for Heaven as you are ripening 
for the Graye : Oh my Brethren , ſet up 


with this ſtock, begin in Grace and you ſhal on 


end in Peace,begin with this treaſurezand you 
ſhal end ineverlaſting pleaſures : 

And you that arc ancient, look after this 
trealure, old men are addiQted to hoarding, 
why here's work for you, be hoardingup1n 
your hearts divine Truths, Graces, Comtorts, 
and Expericnces,, i1 malice be you children, but 
Jn anderſtanding be ye men ; Give me leave to 
admoniſh,old men, and Fathers, to labour to 
know him that ts fgoms the beginning, you delight 
much in Antiquity, Here's an object for you 
tocontemplate, even the Ancient of Dayes : Oh 


mind not toys and treaſures, even thebeſt of 
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the way of Rightcouſneſſe, and hearts filled 
with theſe Fruirs of Righteouſneſs : Alas, 
ſhal you be full of days and empty of grace? 
Shall you be drawing to a period ot your 
lives, and continue deſtitute of the end of your 
lives > Ah Sirs, that you ſhould be taking 

our leave of the world, and yet have laid 
Gs, made no preparation for a bets 
ter life, alas what ſhal become of you ? the 
Lord be merciful ro you,and lay hands on you 
and pluck you as brands ont of the fire : its 2 
monſtrous ſight to (ee a wicked old man, how 
unbecoming is it to hear an old man ſwear, 
to ſe an old man drunk, or unclean, *tis a pro» 
digious ſight, ſuch are worſe becauſe they 
ſhould be berrergevery gray hair which ſhould 
be a crown of glory, is a teſtimony of ſloth, 
and monitor of approaching wrath : Ah Sirs, 
chiok not much, if ar the great Day you be (et 
on the left-hazd,that have all your daics made 
choice of left-hand bleffings : the God of Hea- 
ven awaken you to provide for Eternitie, be- 
fore the flames of hell awake you, when there's 
no Remedie, 

Ler all afhd every one without fail, without 
dallying or delay , look after this Treaſure 
Oh ler your ſouls be turniſhed wich a ſtore of 
holy Thoughts, you are alwaics thinking, 
your minds arc ative, never idle, alwaies in 
motion: O ct it-furajlheÞ# tor contempla* 
tion, bring ſome work ro this Mil-(tone, elfc 
as Liw-her (ith , it will grinde 1t ſelf thinner, 
or as a Laimp that's (oon extint without a 
. freſh lupply of Oile 3 Y.u caa neither dil- 
courſe 


——_— 


Hleat-Treaſure. 


courſe profirably in Companie, nor ſpend 
your time in {olitarie Retiremcnts withouc 
this T realure, Burt I have been too tedious, 
ſer not all thcſe words be in vain to youzor riſe 
upin judgment againſt you : 

fs words to thoſe precious ſouls into 
whole boſome the Lord hath dropt this hea« 
venly crealure; thele I might urge to blefle 
God for it, live up to it, make much of ity 
maintain and encrea(c it, and be ſure you do 
not parc with it upon any terms, AS to the 
laſt, 1 pray you to keep this treaſure, and ler 
itnot be in the leaſt impaired, waſted or pre- 
judiced: I tell you its a greater loſle to loſe 
one grain of grace than a Mine of gold, or 
both the nates, the gaining of che world can- 
not countervail the lofle of a foul y and if 
your treaſure be gone , your ſouls are gone : 
take faſt hold of [nſfruftion, let ber not go, for 
ſhe us thy life, Prov,4.1 3. Let all gorather than 
patt with your treaſure. Ceſar (wimming 
through a River to eſcape bis Enemies, cate 
tied his Books above Water with his hand, 
but Ioſt his Robe, ſo do you: though you 
ſhould ſwim chrough a Sea of ſorrows , yet 
be (re you keep faſt the Lords depoſitrum,make 
not ſhipwrack of Faith and 4a good Conſcience, 
let neither the creaſures nor pleaſures of the 
world rob or couſen you of this glorious trea- 


a%z 


ſure; Take rwo famous inftances of con- Av and 
ſtancie in the Primitive times-: the one is of Ho*parite 


a Souldier, whom the Pretor could not with _ 


torments remove from his Chriſtian profefſi- 
on ; at laſt he commanded him to be laid in 
pd, a 


fol, 


—M 


— 


Belle Jud. 
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a ſoft bed, in a pleaſant Garden among floys 
riſhing Lillics and red Roſcs, and being leſt 
alone a beautitul Harlot came to him , and 
embracing him wantonly, fſolliciced him to 
luſt, he reſolucely oppoled , ar lalt tor very 
vexation, and to preycnt by his pain thQ@glan» 
ger of pleaſure, he bit off his Tongue and ſpit 
It in her Face, as ſhe kiſſed him, and {o brave» 
ly overcame : This Valiant Souldier would 
not indanger his Treaſure for the cnjoyment 
of a lictle pleaſure z The other Example is, 
of one Hormiſda, a great Noblemans Son, 
who, for Religion was condemned tor keep 
the King of Perſia's Elephants, and to go nas 
ked, = day the King looking out, and 
ſecing him tanned with the Sun, commanded 
2a Shirt to be put upon him, and to bring him 
before him, whom the King asked if be would 
wow deny Chrift ; Hormiſda tore oft his Shirt, 
ſaying, if you think, { will deny my faith for « 
Shirt, have here your gift again + See here a 
young mai (tript naked of an carchly trea- 
ſure, yea, will go ſtark naked , rather than 
loſe his inward treaſure : go you and do 
likewiſc, ſay as Feb, Chap.z27-5,6. Till 1 dye, 
1 will not remove my integrity from me, my 
righteowſneſſe 1 bold fat and will not let it go; 
my heart ſhall not reproach me ſo long as I live : 
Live upon your ſtock, make uſe of it uponall 
occaſions, draw forth the ſeeds of grace,bring 
forth much fruits, improve your treaſure for 
maintaining conſtant intercourſe with God ; 
Joſephus tels us that there was a tumult raiſed 
among the Jews, becauſe their holy treaſure 

was 
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Heart-Treaſure. 
was wafted upon a Conduic , reaching the 


ſpace of 300. furlongs, bur it you ſpend your 
treaſure in maintaining wayes of conveyance 


betwixr God and your hearts, it wil increaſe” 


your treaſure, and keep up peace with God, 
and peace of conſcience ; communion with 
God wil compoſe all murinous inſurretions 
in your own hearts ; pay to God the conſtant 
tribute of duty and obedience, give him the 
glory of all,that he hath done for you ; (weep 
the, Temple of your hearts, free it from all 
duſt and filth, prepare aclcanly lodging for 
this bleſled —_ - the holy ſpirit iscompared 
to a Dove, and we know the Doye is a clean= 
ly creature, and leaves its refidence when it is 
defiled, ſo wil the ſpirit: be holy in all your 
conceptions, and in all manner of converſa- 
tion, learn that bleſſed round, that Enoch 
took of walking with God, ſolace your fouls 
in him, ſcorn any thing that the World can 
ofter, as a temptation ro divert your hearts 
into another Channel, ask the World what ic 
can give, that may be a valuable confidera« 
tion, for the loſs of communion with God, 
make ſuch a challenge, as Saw! did in another 
caſe, can the Son of Jeſſe give you fields and 
Vineyards? — ſo can the World give me 
pardon of (in, peace of conſcience, grace here, 
and glory hereafter ? it ir ſay ic can, believe 
it not it'sa vain brag and loud lic, like thar 
of Satan's to Chriſt; it ir cannor, ( as cer- 
tainly it cannot) why ſhouldeſt thou leave the 
ſubſtance, and embrace the-ſhadow, oh make 
not ſo mad, ſo bad a bargain ; I ſtand'che 
more 
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more upon this, becauſe there is danger, Iſt 
ou ſhould be cheated out of your treaſure by 
the World, as Dalilah beguiled Sawpſer, or as 
.the Maid got the Apple out of the Giants 
hand by fair mcancs, which the Champions 
could not wreſt ou: : Do not delight in the 
Creature, leſt it abate your content in Gody 
be not atrai:i of afflictions that accompany 
godlineſs, you may get a larger increaſe of 
your treaſure by trouble, than by any other 
meanesy as 'tis ſtoried of Tiberi*s, paſſing by 
a Croſs that lay upon a Marble-ſtone, and 
cauſing the Crols to be digged ap, found a 
large trealure under the Crols, ſo may and do, 
Sracious. ſouls finde ticalures under their 
croſles. | 
Buc to draw to an end, the Lord ingage 
all your hears ro make (ure of this trealure, 
and to make much of this treaſure, lock ir 
up in the in-moſt cloſet of your hearts, lay 
ir out in waics of holincls, as the Lord gives 
opportunityp raiſe up your hearts heavens 
wards, improveſolicarineſs, do all the good 
you canin your places, fanCtifie the name of 
God in all things You do or receive, watch 
over your own ſpirits, be faithtul unto death, 
and he wil give you a Crown of life « I (hal 
conclude all with an elegant exhortation of 
Cyprian : thou only whom the heavenly war- 
fare hath (calcd up in theſe ſpiritual Tents, 
keep incorrupt, keep ſober this bieſled Diſci- 
pline with religious vertues, be thou diligenc 
either in praying or readiog, ſometimes ſpeak 
thouto God, (ometimes hear God _ ro 
thee, 
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thee, let him inſtru hee, diſpoſe of thee by 7% 1axcum 
his precepts, whom he hath made rich, let 7*** 188 
no Man make poor, thou canſt not now be = 
ſubject tO any penury, when thy breaſt is (a- cattdn -—4 
tiated with variety of all heavenly delicacies ; {ia fgne- 


thus he, Bleſſed is the ſoul that bath this bleſſed > fone. 


treaſure, and is monnting apwards to. everlaſlin Corr up- 
Meaſures. G fung — 


= igi 7" 
tutibus diſciptinam, fit tibi vel oratis afidue ve! leftio * — as 
(0quere, nuns dens recur x ille te praceptis ſuis inflruat, ille diſpenat : 
quem ile divitem fecerit, ntme pauperem facie ; peuuria eſſe n»(la ja” 
poterir, cum ſeme! pefius celeftis ſagine ſaturaveris : Videas plure 
in Cyp, Epift. Lib, 2. EP. 2, ad Donatum, J : 
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Concerning Meditation, with 
ſome helps to furniſh the thoughts 
with ſuitable and profitable 
Subjetts. 


Specimen or Example, to help the worki 


finde inſiſted upon, purpoſely by Mr, Fenner, 
Mr. Ball, Mr. Baxter, in his Saints Reſt, and 
many others, and abundant examples theredf 
in thoſe incompatable works of that reyerend 
contemplative Divine, Dr, Hall ; But what 
I ſhal do on this behalt, is only co purſue the 
delign of the foregoing Trearile, in preſent- 
ins ome contiderations, to help the Chriſtian 
to a treaſure of good thoughts, that he may 
fot want any matte of Meditation, wher& 
ever he is : beforel proceed to the examplesy/ 
I hal ſpeak a few words concerning thoughts, 
and good thoughts, and deliberate good 
thoughts in the duty of Meditation. 
Thoughts in general (according to Scri- 
pture) are the internal ats of the ſoul X. 
what 


thoughts, in the great duty of Medication, yet: 
here | ſhal not undertake to handle the come, } 
mon-place of Medication, which you may 


i fo the vacant pages may be (upplyed, ie. Fg 


wil not be impertinenrt here ro annex x; 
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what faculry {ocyer, minde;” wil, memoryy' 
$8 i#:&ivns, to remember isto think-on 4 man; $©3-4%-14 


. , vx I f 4 
or thing, to rake-caxe is co rake though, to rug oy 


be troubled is exprefied by choughts ot hear, 
p FX and ſa thongttts-denare "any incernal work, 
mgs of -realonings, ends, delires, deſigns; and 
h relolutions, as oppoſed to excrernal words or 
works, ſo {ſas 66. 18; I know their works 
and their thoughrs, bur thoughts are allo ra- 
ken more ſtriftly , as being the proper pro- 
duts of che underitandng taculty, the immes 
' {6iare mulings of the ſpeculative pare; and fo 


d,ir Lok oaly oppoſed ro words and works, but 

X 2 $66 ro the motions. ot the ſoul of another 

Ki re, and thus Cricicks diſtingyiſh (as the 

yet: Ford it (elf ads the critick) beewixe-the uy} worry. 
om- 


| hou zhes of the hearty and the irireuts of the vis {ov 
nay | heare,in-Heb,4,12, The thoughts then are the wiorwy ui 
mer, | fouls ſelf-contercnces, difcourſes, parleys, in» Ywyorgy 
and | terviews, hence there's mention 10 Scripture woes, 
regf | ot ſpeaking in_the heatt, Deut. 9; 4. Coms 
tuning with our own hearts, P/at. 4.4- > F9 
lied bath tothe godlie and the wicked, the-pſal. 79,6. 
the | fabje&ts of theſe diſcourſes within, are cithet Pal. 24.1. 
:nt- | from without, or from! within, ; ſometimes 
ſ the lubjets are fercbi from abroad,as if god, 

aay | the thoughts are furniſhed from the word. of 
& ,or otherwaics, Fro, 6-22.— Whenthou 
esy | awakeſt, ir ſhal talk with thee, 5. e; Thi L. 
Ss | fhalt hadethe word as a (weet companion afs,* 
od | fofding thee rhatter of, fel conferences fo! ,Þ | &.” 

., | fo the marter of as nc may ariſe from Q "uy * 
-r1-, | within, but they. are ordinarily evil; .and fo ,,.. 5. 

of | every imagination <—che thoughts of _ mencun, 

cart . 


-” 
| 28 
woe, 


ESAEI AAS SASAS ASSL SSL: 
eAneA PPENDIX 


Concerning Meditation, with 
ſome helps to furniſh the thoughts 
with futable and profitable 
Subjetts. 


f Bir the vacant pages may be (upplyed, ic 


Specimen or Example, to help the working; 
thoughts, 1n the great duty of Meditation, yet : 
here [ ſhal not undertake to handle the com- 
mon-place of Meditation, which you may 
finde 1nfiſted upon, purpoſcly by Mr, Ferner, 
Mr. Ball, Mr. Baxter, in his Saints Reſt, and 
many others, and abundant examples theredf 
in thoſe incompatable works of that reyerend 
contemplative Divine, Dr, Hall; But what 
I ſhal doon this behalt, is only co purſue the 
deliga of the foregoing Trearile, in preſent- 
ing [ome conſiderations, to help the Chriſtian 
to a treaſure of good thoughts, that he may 
ar want any mtter of Meditation, where- 
| ever he is: beforel proceed to the examples, 
I fhal ſpeak a few words concerning thoughts, 
and good thoughts, and deliberate good 
thoughts in the duty of Meditation, 
Thoughts in general (according to Scri- 
Pture) are the internal afts of the ſoul , of 
what 
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An Appendix, &cs 
what faculty locycr, minde; wil, memory, 
iff:&ivns, to remember is to think. 0n a man; $593-49-14 
or thing, to take caxe is to take thought, to 
be troubled is expreſſed by choughts ot hear, 
and {oa thoughts denore any: internal work«. 
mgs of 'realonings, ends, dclires, deſigns, and 
relolutions, as oppoſed to external words or 
works, ſo !ſas 66.18; I know their works 
and their thoughts, bur thoughts are allo ra- 
ken more ſtrictly , as being the proper pro- 
duts of the underitandtng taculty, the imme 
diate muſings of the ſpeculative part, and fo 


fe not only oppoſed ro words and works, but 


flo ro the motions ot the lou! of another 
gnNure, and thus Cricicks diſtinguiſh (as the 


'F'word it (elt a&s the cricick) berwixe the uy} wore. 


thouzhcs of the hearts and the irjrents of the vis 4ydv- 
hearc,in.Heb,4,12, The thoughts then are the wyorgy vi 
fouls ſelt-contercaces, diſcourſes, parleys, in» YyyoiGy 
terviews, hence there's mention 19 Scripture yeodixs, 
ot ſpeaking in the heart, Dewt. 9. 4. Com- 

tuning with our own hearts, Pal. 4.4. Ap- 

plied b>th tothe godiie and the wicked, x Pſal, 79,6. 
fubjes of theſe diſcourſes within, are either Pſal. 14.1. 
from without, or from within, ; ſometimes 


| the ſubjeAs are fercbt from abroad,as it good, 


e thoughts are furniſhed from the word. of 
G5d, or otherwaics, Pro, 6422.— Whenthou 
awakeſt, ir ſhal talk with thee, i. e, Thou 
fhult fade the word as a {weet companion at-. 
fofding thee matter of felt: conference. to 
alſo the marter of thoughts may ariſe from gf". 
within, bur they. are ordinarily evil, .and fo ,,,. 5. 
every imagination of -the thoughts of Mans menwn, 

mn heart 
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3d An Appendix concerning 
hearc is evil, the word ſignifies eyery Figs 
mentzCreature,or workmanſhip that che mind 
hammers within-it ſclt, as-in a Forge, Mint, 
or onan Anyil z for thoughts are as it were 
ſpun out of our own bowels » they are Eggs 
of our own laying, Webs of our own weas 
ving, for thoughts can work of theme» 
ſelves when there's no outward objects pres 
ſcared. 
Now my deſign is to furniſh and retifie 
theſe intcrnal operations of the hearty and to 
help che ſoul with ſuch ſubjects and objcRs 3 
may findec it profitable work when it hath'no 
creature to converſe with , that the thoughts 
may be holy, ſweet, ſavoury, and heavenly; 
Now there are four qualifications cfſentially 
requiſite to the conſtitution of good thoughts, 
I, They muſt be materia'ly good, not ems 
ployed about ſinful or rifling things , that 
do cither prejudice , or not at all profit the 
ſoul, but cxcrciſed in {ome ſpiritual, (uirable 
meditations about God, Chriſt, che Word, of 
what may tend to edification. 2, They mult 
be formally goed, z. e, regulated by the Word 
of God, as the Rule thereof , to ſquare and 
order the thoughts, both for Principle, Mat» 
ner,and End. 3. They mult be ſeaſonably 
gvod every thing is beauriful in its ſeaſon: 
a thing may be good in its own nature , yt 
not good as to' thoſe circumſtances of time 
| and other reſpets wherwith it may be cloatly 
] ed. 4: They muſt be eventually good, asto 
che fruit, fie, impreſlion of thele rhoughts, 
he that thinks, ſhould aim at Gods glory - 
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his own fouls good ; and the truic of the 
though: mai be go2u:l , tending ro quicken 
ot {ftrengehcn £ ome erace, Kill and crucifie 
(0Me Iult, CaiarFe of ENCOUrage te ftrawened 
or fadciened Lcaics Alals , this1s' not a mect 
exercilc of the mind and memory ab.mt good 
things, but a working rh{m upon the hearrz 
he fink; 1g 0: thcte things 10ro the will and 
ff:tionss: IS not merrly fpeculative ,. but 
practical and experimental , it muſt be a fee 
and (olemn ating all the powers of the foul 
0p04 divine chings in order to. {piritual ad- 
nantage, or railing the hearc Heaven-watds. 
And now I fha! preſent ro your thoughts 
20, ulctull Subjects ro mcdicate upony which 
may by the Lords atliftance, become in your 
lulsa ſacred Treaſure of heavenlic thoughts. 
1. Lec your choughts infift upon the 1nft- 
Ate, eternal and incomprehentt ie Majeſty of 
God, here you may (oon lole your (clves in 
he vaſt Ocean of his bleſſed eſſence,ye tlancin 
tat too far, but bound your thoughts by rhe 
lure Card of Scriprure-dilcoyery ; thus think, 
I Oh what an holy omni{ctzar,omni-preſent 
pirit is rhe Almighty maker and poſlcilor of 
keaven and carth ! 'W hattraoſcendent myſte- 
tes are lockt up in the Trinitic of Perſons in 
the unitic of Eiſence ! how impoſſible is ic 
for a morcal cye to approach that inacceſſivle 
Light ! none can ſee God and live, yet have 
poor ſinners a glorious rcAleion of the Gods 
head in the Perlon of our dear Redeemer, 
21 in his (weer proclaiming his bleſſed 
Name, and diſplaying his glorious Actris 
uU 2 bures 
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bates of Wildome, Powcr, Holineſſe, Ju 
ſtice , Goodneſſe and Truth to the Sons 0 
men: by theſe wertaſte and ice what a One 
the Lordis : Oh how great is this Jeboud 
whom we worſhip 2 the heaven of Heavens car 
wot contain him, He is King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords, He fitteth upon the Circle of the 
carih, and-che Inhabirants thereot are as Grab 
hoppers, He is cloathed wich honour and 
Majeſtiey thoufand thouſands miniſter unto 
him, cen ehou{and times ten thouſand Rani 
before him, He is the God in whofe hands my 
breath is, the (carcher of hearts , the heare 
ot Prayers, the Lord of Hoſts, and King 
Saints : O my ſoul admire him for his great 
nefle, fear him for his Juſtice, love him fa 
his Goodnefle, truſt him tor his Faithtulneſle, 
worſhip him in che beauty of holinefle , and 
delight thy ſelf in his tranſcendent Perle 
Etions : 

2. Fix your thoughts upon the works 


Creation, (tudy this large voluminous Bock | 


every page thereot will finde you freſh mat 
rer of meditation and admiration : ever 
creature harh a rongue to tell us of rhe pow 
er and wiid« me of its Maker : and thus (« 
your thoughts be working ; ſurcly this good 
iy Fabrick oft Heaven and Earth ſpeaks alout 
the glory of the great Creator ; it this val 
Globe ofthe Earth be above twenty thouſan! 
miles in compaſle . then what a vaſt exten 
are the Heavens of ? which are ſtretchedout 
as a Curtain; how admirably hath God lail 


the beams of his Chambers inthe waters, and 
banged 
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Subjefts for holy thoughts; 


hanged the earth upon nothing ? how firmly 
hath God builded his ſtories 1a the Heaven, 
and fixed the glorious Conſtellations as founs« 
tains of Light > oh what beauty is there in the 
Pather of Lights that hath (et up reſplendenr 
Luminaries? theſe great bodies were created 
of nothing by che word of Gods power, and 
yet there is deep myſteries in the leaſt and 
lowelt creature, every Herb, Flower , Plant, 
ſpire of graſs, Twig and Leat, Worm or 
ly,,vcale or Feather, Billow or Meteor, hath 
eough in ic to puzzle the moſt profound Phi» 
oſopher, and (peaks the power and wiſdome 
of our great Creator : how much more the 
curious piece of mans Bodie? 1 am fearfully 
and wonderfully made , but much more may 1 
ſtand admiring the ſtrange nature of my im- 
mortal (oul : and-f{tit] reflect with thankful- 
neſs and admiration upon the power and 
goodneſle of my omnipotent Creator, 

3» Think on the capacity, excellency, and 
immortalitic ot the precious Soul , you can=* 
not think without it, and ſhould you not 
ſpend ſome thoughts upan ic, this diſtiguiſh- 
eth you ' from- beaſts, thus then meditate, 
what divine ſpark is this that God hath 
breathed into this lump of clay > this immors 
tal ſoul which God immediately created is 
oreater and better than the world, and can- 
not be ſatisfied with the world, "ris of a {pi- 
ritual being, and of the ſame nature with the 
Angels : *tis of an ative natureand can make 
quick excurſions to the creatures, and al- 
lies thorough this vaſt Uniyerle , and muſt 
uz return 
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return with Noahs Dev:, that there's no place 
coreſt her weary toot ot aftections upon; Gud 
alone, is the apchor ard cciner of this rofled 
Wandcrer; this ſoul is capabie of coma 
mon With yd. in ſpiritua}. Ordinances and 
crernal happincſlc, it nvalt recutn ar laſt to 
God that gave it, to receive from him a-ſen- 
tence of ablolution or conjemaation ; ' Oh 
my ſoul, tzouart jo conttant motion z. Whe' 
therart thou myving ? what arc thou doing} 
hat coudigion ,art thou 102, and waat muſt 
become of thee when thy. body ſhall be letts 
ſtinking carcafs? Sour aloft my ſoul, and mind 
things aboye,d;bafc not thy able nature with 
purluirot.chings .cha: are below thyſelf ; git 
well adorned with the graces.of rhe Spirit, and 
cariched with an iaterelt in;jcius Chriſt, make 
God thy portion , lay up; laſting treaſures in 
Heaven, and then return unzathy Reſt, and 
God will deal-hountitully, with thee. | 

', 4+ \ Think muctrupan the (acred[Word of 
od, meditate of it day and xight, let the word 

of God dwellzichly in you, and lct your thought 
be furniſhed with, and dwell much upon. 
wats in Four Bjbles'is Gods, bur: whaT is ih 
yaur hcargs {5,your own; .chus. then let yout 
thoughts be working :, Oh. the infinite cons 
deſccntion. of -the. great 'Jeþovah:  - What: 1 
worthleſs man char God: hinaſelt ſhould write 
ſo large an Epiſtle from Heavento.him with 
the hand of his. bleſſed Spirit / Whar, cart 
hath God taken todiret, move) incitey ett 
conrage fallen. finning man to rhe attaining 
of, cicraal happinefle > What Precepts,138 
Mts 
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miſes, Threatnings, Examples are ſprinkled 
up and down 1n chis bletied Book ! Oh: the 
Antiquity, Auchorircy, Excellency and Efh. 


« | acy, Power and Puricy, Pertection and fut- 


ciency, verity and perpetuity of the f{acred 
Bible ! -Methinks when 1 take up this holie 


. | Book, I rake wonders into my hands, and 


when I look within it I meer with Myltcries, 


; | that the wiſdome of the greateit Clarks can 


never reach, and yer the meanelt capacity by 
the help of that Spirit which indited them, 
may wade this deep toard of divine (ſecrets : 
how plainly held forth therein are necctlary 
truths and duties that lead the foul ro God 
and eternal happineſs ! How familiarly and 
affeionately doth God converle with man 


the-precious Promiſes in theſe blefied pages ? 
every word hath its weight » and comes as 
pertinently as if the Lord had named me ; 
methinks, there's noſuch vertue or ſayour in 
any other Writings , what reviving doth it 
bring inco my heart ! O blefled be God for 


| the holy Scripcurcs. 


- $, Let your thoughts be employed abour 
the- glorious works of Providence: oh how 
fweet are they ?. who ſo is wiſe will conſider 
them : pauſe afrer this manner, O my foul, 
take a view of this beautiful Checkerework of 
divine Providence ; conſider the days of old, 
and the'years of many generations, recollect 
wifat the Scriptare #ecords, of drying up the 
Sea, driving back, Fordan, the ſtanding ib, 
and going back of the Sus in the Fires, Ce 
4 C 


| 


therein Þ how. par'and proper to my ſtate are. 
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flict upon the miracles of Mercie for the 
Church, and of judgment upon the Enemies; 
nay, conlider O my (out what wonders God 
hath wrought in thy daics, in thine cies : Oh 
what national , domeltical , perſonal delives 
rances halt thou ſeen? cvci tuch as may a 
ſtoaiſh the »Atherft, and filcnce Unbelict for 
ever: thou neegelt not want matrcr of holy 
muling, it thou rake a (trict (urvey ot the 
courſc of thy lite, and particular providences 
avout thy Soul, Body, Eſtate, Name, Relati- 
ons, and all chy Concergments , which may 
atford a vaſt Field ot devour Meditation: 
thole waics of Providence that leemed un- 
couch and unloyely whilſt (cen but in their 
barch and parts, how comely now are they in 
their mature product and perfeftion ?-1 law 
not then , but 1 have fully ſeen fince what the 
Lord aimed at in his ſtrange Diſpenſations: 
Oh the happy compolure, ſymmetric, and 
contexture of all things, conſpiring together 
by the concurrence of Proyidence to accom- 
pliſh, andtocenter in the grand end of all 
things, Viz. the glory of Ged, How wonderful 
ate Tit Judgmems, and hu wayes paſt findmg 
out * ; 

6. Think ſadly upon mans Apoſtacy : let 
yonr thoughts be ſometimes taking a view of 
the origin.l of all our preſent fiokulneſs and 
wretchednels in ſuch thoughts as theſe : Wo 
15 me, whence and whether- arc wee fallen! 
God made man «pright, buy fie ſought out m4« 
ny mnventions,, ONCe man was created aftey the 
Image of God, now 1s he' defaced after the 1- 
magc 
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mage of the Devil : once was man intire and 
{traight, now deftormeq and crooked in all his 
tacultics, once was he holy and happy , now 
filchy and [ubject toall fin and miſery : once 
he was the Uarling of God, Lord of the world, 
and a fc companion for the blefſed Angels 
now he is Gods enemic, the Devils flave,and 
the baſeſt part of the whole Creations Oh 
murable free-will that chole to fall, that mighr 
have choſen to ſtand ! ſurely man in his beſt 
eſtatz was {ubject ro vanity : Oh how little 
was the pleaſure, and how laſting is the pain ! 
Bur O my ſoul, finde not fault with 4dam, if 
thou had(t been in his ſtead , thou would 
have done as he did, yea, thou doſt the ſame 
every day, too too yoluntarily, and of choice, | 
fin is a tranſgreſſion of the Law , and this holy | 
Law thou breakeſt every moment , Oh my | 
foul, what miſcrable caſe art thouin ! what 
enmity to God, antipathy to good, and con- 
ſtant tendency to all evil 1s in thy depraved 
nature! Wo is me, wheres the light in my 
underſtanding, the reftirnde of my will, che 
regularity of my affeftions : where 15 theten- 
derneſle of my conſcience, the tenacity of 
my memory, and the victory over my lower 
unruly paſſions ! Lord, where am I,and what 
will b:come of me, except Free-grace inter- 
pole tor my deliverance ? 

7. Think, Oh think much upon the {tupen- 
dious work of mans Redemption : here the 
ranſomed of the Lord may and muſt expa- 
tiate in the hcart-melting meditations of the 
way of their recovery, Thus, here ſtand and 
paulc 


TT. on Appendix concerning 


pauſc, my ſoul, upon the {weet tranſcendent 
contrivance of ſaying loſt man ; Oh why, 
wherctore was it, that the heart of God was 
working tor men, and not for devils ? they 
were as ncarand dearto God: ( when ſtand- 
ing ) and as perte& in their natures, Was it 
becaule-man had a Tempter, and they had 
none? n- certainly, though that may be a 
truth, yer nv realon of chuting man, and lea« 
ving devils ro be reſerved in chains of dark- 
ne(s tothe judgment of the great Day ; no, 
n2, Free-grace alone made the dittcrence 
But, what was the way of mans Redcmprti- 
on >: why lurely, the Son of God, the ſecond 
Per(o! ot the glorious Trintiemult become 
man,aad put himſelf into the ſinners ſtead, ro 
doand endure, be, and bear what man muſt 
have gone through and under-gone : Oh ſtu+ 
pendious myſtcrie , oh rrankcendent Mercy ? 
who could have deviſed ſuch a way > who 
durſt have defircd: ſuch a:thing , that God 
fhould: pare-witch his only and beloved Son 
fot ſth an ead ? Oh che manitold wiſdome of 
Gad!O i the inconceivable love of the Father 
toſend his $99, and of his Son ts come up» 
on-ſuch an'Errand'1- Great is the mercie of 
Gol. great is the myſttrie of godlineſſe,God mani- 
fe#t in rhe fliſh.&:c}Ofthe wonders inthe ſtrange 
hvp iſtatical union ! the compleatneſle of his 
Per{-1n, rhein'cfulneſs of his Offices ! Oh the 
b.reorne(s bf his exmprations, travels, trials, re- 
proach''s, agonies; deſertions, death, ſharpto 
him, (wee: tus: theſe will be the ſubjeQ of 
Sai's thoughts and prailcsin Heaven, to all 
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8, Think upon che ter:mes: and: tenonr of 
the Golpel, how and upln: what Conditions 
Chriſt and a, L his bet fits may be mac lc OVerL 
to you, and tha is a Cordial accepr.ng of 
Chrilt in his cmcdiacoric latitioe, as bc 18 og 
dered in the Golpel', ro juitific, ſar &fies 
and to ſave, thus chen conceive thei.evte. Oh 
{trange mercic, boundicts loves God might 
have appointed the conditions of ſalvation 
to have bcen- rraveliing tedious Journeys, 
conq ring, K i \gdomes, or lying {> manie 
years in miſerie 5 he mig')t have laid, thou 
malt either - keep the moral Law exactlic 
or die-cternallic ; bur he.'faith , believe in 
the Lord Jelvs; and thou thalt be ſaved, nor 
hath he-lett thee» O' mv foal, to do this by 
thine own Rxength, { which thad been as 1m» 
poſſible as che! torme&) bun:he that requires 
faich of thee, promilerh ro-give faich to rheey 
faith is in th? Covenant aswel as forgiveneſs, 
Jeſus Chritt/ harh - purchaſed: ſ{trengeh ro be= 
levye, as 'wet as falvatian- tor believers. Oly 
bleſſed contxjvance, all is laid upon the back 
gt- our {weer-arjd {ol} furery, he is exalted 
to be a Prince arid a Sayiour, he is the ways 
the rrachzand the lifezthe Anchor and finiſher 
ot - our faith, he faves ro the wrmoſt, all rhe 
Ele thal haye faich, and none of chem fhal 
miſcarryz this, this is the kernel and marrow 
of the Goſpel, that Chriſt is the ſurerie for 
all-rhe Ele, ' and hath undertaken to bear 
them all to Heayen by the power of his ſpirir, 
and by the vertue of his merit, and he wants 
ncither adilitie-nor fidclitie to bring abour 
O13 
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this glorious eaterprize for poor ſouls. 
9. Think and think agaia what intereſt 
you have in this Redeemer and redemption, 
for all arc not ſharers in ir, all ſbal nor be ſa- 
ved by it, nay, but few of thoſe that hear 
the tidings of it : think thus, oh my ſoul, 
what is thy ſtate ? where is chy ſtanding? 
whar intereſt haſt chou in Chriſt > what title 
to the promiſes of the Covenant ? haſt thou 
a ſound and ſaving faith, a through heart- 
fhaking, hearc-breaking repentance ? I hear 
in the word that Chriſt becomes the Authot 
of etcrnal (ſalvation to all them that obey 
him, oh my ſoul, haſt thou given up thy (clf 
co him inthe obcdience of taith ? what ope- 
rations of che (piric haft chou felt for thy ct- 
fcqual vocation? what regenerating wotk, 
hath paſſed upon thee ? art thou tranſlated 
from death to life, from darkneſs to light ? 
art thou indeed traſplanred our of the old 
Rock, 1ato the new and living Vine? what 
particular application haſt thou made of this 
general redemption ? haſt thou viewed a 
bledding Chriſt with a bleeding heart? and 
looked on him whom thy fins have pierced 
with a repenting believing frame of {pirit ? 
baft thou accepted of Jeſus Chriſt in his me- 
diatory latitude,as Prophet, Pricſt,and King, 
to ſubdue thy luſts, to guide thee by his Scep» 
rer, and (aye thee in his own way? oh my 
ſoul, be ſerious in this inquiry,ic's no trifling 
matter, it's as much as thy ſoul is worth, it's 
of great concernment to all eternity, the way 
15 ſtrait and narrow, thouſands ate egy 
an 
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and ſpend no thoughts upon it, til they be 
palt hopes or remedie: the ſtroke of death 
wil luddenlie determine the buſineſs, oh look 
to it betore that blow be given, leſt it be too 
latCs 
10. When thou haſt cleared thy ſtategthen 
think with comtort z oh the rich priviledges 
of believers ! here thou maiſt haye a ſpacious 
field of contemplation, God allows thee to 
ſolace thy ſoul in ſuch thoughts as theſe, oh 
the ineſtimable, incomparable, invaluable 
advantages of the Saints ! what faiſt thou,oh 
my guilry weary ſoul, is it nothing to have 
{in pardoned, thy debts paid, the Bond can- 
celled > certainlic to a (oul bheavie laden un- 
der the ſenſe of guilt, the ſenſe of pardon is 
the moſt joyful ridings in the World : and 
ſhal my filthy naked foul be cloathed with 
this bleſſed robe of Chriſts perfe& righteouſ- 
neſs? oh the riches of free grace > ſhal ſuch 
2 bale and bank-rupt beggar become the 
beautiful ſpouſe of the King of Heaven ? 
ic was infinite mercy that kept: me chus long 
out of Hel, but wil the Lord alſo make this 
ſinful ſoul an heir of Heaven ? fhal Jeſus 
Chriſt be my elder Brother, the ſpirit my 
Comforter , and God himſelf my Father f 
oh' boundleſs and bottomlefs riches: of free 
grace ! moreover, oh my ſoul, thon haſt in- 
tereſt in all the promiſes, the affifance of 
the ſpirit in prayer, and free acceſs to the 
Throne of Grace : the providences of God 
are working for thy good the proteftion of 
Heayen hal be on thy perſon, and the -— 
ng 
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fing of the Al-mighty (hal be upon chy under 
takings ; thou haſt, oh my ſoul, tweet fellows 
ſhip wich God, the beneht of communion of 
Saints, and tone preſence and feryice ot the 
holy Angels: he wil guide thee with his 
counſel, and at laſt receive thee to glorie : 
and is not this 4 »e plus-whra of preterment ? 
can thy coverous or ambitious thoughts reach 
any turther, oh ny (oul > no, noy God hath 
done for thee beyond thy expeaation, cycn 
to admiration. 
iz, Now chen, my ſoul, It thy thoughts 
be w.rking upon: forme returns; what doth 
God require of thee in licu of all theſe rich 
and royal tavours ? oh ſet thy heart to ſtudie 
dutic, lic underthe fenſe of the Law of thanks 
fulneſs, defireihe Lord to wrice that bleſſed 
Law upon the Tables of thy hearr , con- 
fider what thou halt to do, but here my (ou! 
is non-pluft, alas, what returns can I make 
unto my God for all theſe benefits ? what can 
2 poor worthleſs worm do, 11 requiring infi- 
nite kindneſs ? my (eli, and all I am, or can 
do, are the Lords due, and here [ oft:r up all, 
to thee, oh Lord, as a whole burart ſacrifice, 
which is moſt reafonable, oh that it may be 
acceptable chrough Jcſus Chrilt ; my hearr, 
my lips, my life (hal praiſe thee, b els the 
Lord, oh my {ou}, and all that is within me 
bleſs his holy name: oh that my hearc were 
wel tuned to fing the fong of Moſer, and of. 
the Lamb, alas my ſoul, how low and dul 
artthou? how ſhort and ſhallow inthy poor: 
recurns for thele rich. reccits,” ſurely my lou 
Wl 
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wil fing a new, and another kinde of ſong 
amoneglt the heavenly Quite ot blefled Saints 
and Angels in cternal Manſtons ;in the mean 
time, oh my foul, be winding up thy heart, 
skruing up thy taint afteRions, be much in 
the work of thanktlulncts, lay our thy ſelf 
for the glory ot thy Redcemer, fin no more, 
ſerve him berrer, walk with God, wait upore 
him, worſhip him with all thy heart, do all 
the good rhou canlt in thy place, hie apace 
towards Heaven, and lift up thy head with 
expetationgdelure, and exultation, til the day 
of Redemprion draw necer, 

12. Think much and ſeriouſly of the evil 
of fin, how offenſive ir is to God, how de- 
ſtrutive tothe ſoul, that (o you may eſchew 
and abhor the very riſings and appea- 
rance thereof, thus let your thoughts be em- 
ployed, what a monſtrous, prodigious, vene- 
mous thing 1s fin. it isthe very Epiconte of 
all eyil, worſe than th: Devil himſfelt, che 
molt loathſome Creature that crawls is very 
g00d, if comparcd with fin, *tis a heart- 
Plague, more evil than all the Plagues and 
diſcaſcs that are incident to che body of man, 
*tis worſe than Hlell itſelf : oh fin, what haft 
thou done? was it nct fin that caſt the An+ 
gels out of Heaven, Adans out of Paradice, 
and thouſands, yea, thouſands of millions of 
ſouls headlong into Hel? was ic not fin that 
drowaed the old World, burned Sodorwe, and 
wil ſet the whole World in a lame at che laſt 
day? is it nor fin only that proyoketh the 
eyes of Gods glory, gricycth his ſpirit, ——_ 
ct 
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eth bis Laws, and briogeth {witt deſtruQtion 
on impenitevr ſinners ? nay,oh tny foul,con- 
fider, was it (11ihat becrayed, arraigned, ace 
culed, condemaed, cructhed and buried rhe 
Lord of life and gloty ? ob then who would 
have any thing to do with theſc unprofitable, 
pernicious works of darkneſs, what fruit halt 
chou poor ſoul of ſin, bur ſhame, and grict, 
and death ? oh what hurt hath it done thee ? 
what griefs, and tcars, and {orrows, and dy- 
lours hath it coſt thee > and all theſe beter 
than the proper produft of it, even eternal 
damnation: Oh my ſoul, hate fin with a 
pertet hatred, God only hates ir, or with re- 
ſpe unto it, fin no more, leſt thou offend 1 
o0J God, gratihe Sathan, and damn thy 
oal for ever. 

13- Think much upon the vanity of the 
World, and uncertainty of all things here 
bclow, read to your (elves ſometimes Les 
ures of the inſtabjlicy of all worldly &xcel- 
lencies, and knock oft your own fingers from 
playing with them, leſt God uſe ſome ſeye- 
rer courſe to loolen your hearts from things 
below, thusthink, oh my ſenſual ſoul, what 
1s it that tho ſcelt i this gariſh ſtrumpet to 
allure and intangle thy affeftions ? how com 
eſt thou to doat upon her painted beauty ? 
what real good, whar ſolid comfort haſt thou 
ever found therein ? whart are the profics of it, 


bur a little white and red carth, of the ſame |þ 


narure and original, wich thy yile and periſh- 
ing body,and far inferiour to thy noble ſoul ? 
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but froth. and ſome, hanging on the {lipperie 
rongues and cares of mutable men, that can 
kits and kil with a breath and beck ? and 
what are the tordid plcalures here below, 
bur (winiſh epicuriſme, that debale the belt 
part of man, cransform Men into Beaſts, and 
leave a Ringing guilt behinde them 2 Alas, 
my ſoul, way wilt chou ſer thine eyes upon 
that which is 5ot ? what wil riches avail thee 
in che day of wrath ? where is the hope of the 
hypocrite, though he hath gained the whole. 
World, when God raketh away his foul ? 
what was C-:» better tor all his fair Cities, or 
Nimrod tor his large Dominions, or Abſalon 
tor his beauty, or Achitophel for his policy, 
or Judas tor his bags, or Dives for his delicate 
fare? Hell-fice burns up all theſe, and Hear 
yen cannot be purchaſed with them : alas, 
the faſhion of the World paſleth away, and 
when its gone, what's a Maa berter for being 
a Gentleman, a Knight, a Lord, a Prince ? 
UMors ſcettra ligonibus 4quat, 

14- Let your thoughts be exerciſed about 
the preſent, and final (tate of all che Children. 
of Men, the vaſt difference berwixc che good 
and bad, the godlic and the wicked, in this 
World, and the World to come, aad clus let 


' [your hearts be muſing , what chough the 


wicked flouriſh like a green bay-tree, and do 
njoy the World at wil? chey are not 1n troli- 
ble as other Men, but eat and drink , and 
laugh and play, and change their ſpores for 


fore delight, and waſh thcir ſteps in buttery 


6, id haye more than heart:can wiſh : 1n the 
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mean time, the godly are daily afflicted by 
God, tempted by Sathan, perſecuted by the 
world, they are chaſtened every morning, and 
lie down with ſorrow every evening , they, 
cat their bread , and water thcir beds 
with tcars : Oh the bitter hcart-breaking 
oricts, by reaſon of the with-drawings 0 
God , the unkindneſs of men, bur eſpecially 
from corruptions within 1 Well nowmy foul, 
wilt thou call this the onely wretched man, 
and the formcr the only happy perſon > God 
forbid , ſo ſhouldſt thou oftend againſt the 
generation of Gods Children, thou muſt nx 
acquit che wicked or condemn the Righte- 
ous : No, my ſoul, look nor with carnal, 
bur with ſpiritual eyes, j#dge righteous judge. 
ment , hee 1s not happy that hath the world 
at will, bur he 1s oncly happy whoſe God 4 
the Lord , (carch the Scriptures, and (ce there 
who is called andaccounred happy : Ma 
the perfett man, the end of that man 7s peatt 
whatever be his rroable in the way, obſerve 
the wicked , it cannot be well with bim 10 tit 
end : Craſſ#s ot laſt found So/ons words trut, 
there's no man bappy before death ; O my foul 
wil- ly contider the ſtare of rhe godly andthe 
wicked, and it will beger ſtrange cftefts up 
thee tor thy encouragement and aſtonilt 
ment : 

15. Sometimes let your thoughts run of 
up. the ſtaie of the Church and people & 
God, that you may joy or ſorrow, pray 
Praile God, with or tor Zion, and the Sainrs? 
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the Churches , and ſhall wee calt away the 
thoughts thercot > Well chen, my ſoul, art 
hou a member of the Church, and wilt thou 
jor ſpend ſome thoughts of ic and for it? 
et mee tecl the puile of Chrilts rayſtical bas 
tie; how fares it with her > is ſhe in health, 
or is (he fick > what diſeales 1s ſhe labouring 
mder 2 D. her ſacred lungs move faſt in 
mayer to God 2 Doth the flontiſh in her 
jure and powerfull adminiitration of divine 
laſticucions > Is ſhe fair as the Moon in the 
holinelſle of her members > clear as the Sun 
nthe ſoundneſſe of her doarine, efpecially 
n that fundamental point ot Juſtification by 
Chriſt; Rtghteoulnelle imputed ? ( hence the 
Woman, the Church is to be cloathed with the 
in) and is ſhe terrible as an Army with 
danners, in the due adminiſtration of whole- 
fome ditfcipline, and execution of the Cen- 
lures 3 Do the lights ſhine clear 1n the Can- 
de-ſticks > Are Minilters in cheir places bur- 
ning and ſhining Lights, and do the Faithful 
walk 12 the light of the Lord F Have the Saints 
communion in all Ordinances, walking to- 
gether in mutual cdification > Or , are they 
broken in picces by perſecutions or fepara- 
nons 2 How is it with this militant Church? 
0 my foul, take a full view thereof , that 
pou mailt rejoice wich her , or mourn for 
a. 
16, Think, O think often upon Death, 
your own death , O that you were wile co 
conſider your latter end, amongſt all your 
thoughts » ſpent ſeme upon your dying day» 
X 2 ſer 
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ſcta Deaths-hcad belore your cyes,and think 
co this purpoſe , oh what a dying, fading 
creature am I? I dwcll in acottering Taber 


nacle, ina Houſe of clay, tha:'s readie tobe] (> 


cruſhed every moment likea miuthy this vile 
body of mine is made of periſhing ingrede 
ents, and my lifc is like a vapour 3 O ny 
ſoul, thou lodgeſt ina britcle caſe, how cer 
tainly ſhal, how ſuddenly may 1: be broken? 
and then thou lzachcit forth into the val 
Ocean of Erernitic : DVcath will ſhortly look 
the knot betwixr theſe old companions ſou 
and body, Na:ure abhors a diflolution, bu 
what ſaith Grace ? is the ſting ot death pluck 
out by the death of Chriſt > Hath the Lai 
of Life warmed and pertumed the Grar: 
for thee? Canſt rhou, O my loul, look the 
rough death at Glory ? and own it as thy 
Fathers Porter that takes thee by the handy 
lead thee into his Palace and Prelence-Chan 


ber ? ſurely it thou have a grounded (enk] ; 


of Gods love, thou wilt wi:hthe wearied Tr 
velicr long to be at home, and go to bed i 
fal.e thy reſt, thou wilt deſire to be diflolv 
cd ard toe with Chriſt, which is beſt of all: 
onciy beſure, poor foul, that thy work be: 
not ro do when thy time 1s done ; get re 
dic for that fatal ſtroak, it is a ſolemn bul: 
nefic todycy it is but once to be done, and 
inuſt be well done, or thou art undone for & 
yer « look upon every day asthe laſt davy, de 
ler rot another day to repent and make thy 
pe ice with God, that thou maiſt be found 0 
him iu peace, 
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17. Pais on alittle further inthy medita- 
tions, and let thy thoughts thus be ated a* 
bour the great things of the Reſurrection of 
the dead, and the ſolemn day of Judgment ; 
Q my ſoul, conſider what an illuſtrious day 
will thac be, when the great Trumpet 
ball Cound, the Graves thall ve opened , the 
dead ſhal be raifcd, and the living ſhall bee 
changed, the holy Angels ſhall gather from 
the ends of the carth the {cattered bodies and 
bones of all che Saints,tr.-m righteous Abel to 
the laſt Convert on carth, &% again marry the 
the bleſſed pair of ſoul and body together, 
nd hoyle th:m up to meet their bleſſed S4- 
viowr 4s the ayr, that they may with him judge 
the world of ungodly finners ; merhinks I 
hear on the contrary the wretched howlings 
of deſpairing ſouls, whoſe bodies, wil chey, 
nill they » are dragged our of their cnrſed 
holes, and arc forced ro come trembling be- 
fore the juſt Judge ; fain would they skulk 
in holes and not appear, being convicted of 
their conſciences, and not able to ſtand in 
judgement, bur appear they muſt, and yet 
they dare not : Methinks I ſee the Judge 
ſer, the Books opened, and myriads of rati- 
onal creatures ſet before the righteous Judge 
to receive their final Sentence: on the right 
hard ſtand the bleſſed Saints in white Rat- 
ment, liſring up their heads co their beloved 
Husband, who abſolves them, ſaying, Come 
je bleſſed of my Father , inherit the Kingdoms 
prepared for you; welcome home from a wea- 
ty world , here's manſions ready for you; fit 
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upon theſe Thrones z take theic victorious 
Palmes into your hands, I ſer thcle Crowns 
vpon your heads, and you ſhall be with me 
for ever : On the lett hand lye the fiithic 
Goats, deſpairtig wicked wretches expeCting 
the dreadful ſentence of , go pee curſed, Wilk- 
ing they had never been, or that now they 
might aot be, cailing to the fentle(s Rocks 
fall upon chem, bur all it vain; appear ihey 
maſt, and yet they dare not; the del piled Sx 
viour 1s their angry Judge , Devils are at- 
rending the pronouncing of the Sentence, 
rcady to hutry then tothe execution of the 
SCNECnCce: 

38. Let this then carry thy thoughts, 
my {oul, a lictle turther to the (crious meds 
tation upon the intollerable rorments of Hell 
as ſoon as that ſentence is our , then tak: 
them Devil, (urcly the puniſhment of loſle i 
inconceivable ; Oh how bitter is it to a poat 
Childe of God .in this World to endure the 
ſhort with-drawings of Gods pleaſant Fact 
jrom their fouls : what bitter lamentation 
and expoſtuJattons hath it wrung from then} 
and yet what isthac in compariſon of being 
baniſhed from tine preſence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power ? Cains mark 
of trembling proceeded from the dreadful 
ſerſe of this formidable expulſion $ though 
wicked men care not tor Gods preſence hert, 
yct they ſhall feel ro their coſt what ir ist0 
wanr his preſence hereafter : rogether witi 
God they lofe all that is comfortable , they 
iball neyer have good day hercafter , ju 
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loſe Ordin ances, mercies, hopes of Heaven, 
they ſhall never hcar Scrmon more, nor en- 
joy a day of grace againz above them is the 
wrath of the Lamb, whule melting bowels 
are tuined into a conſuming fire ro themg 
under them is the devouring Lake of fire 
and Brimſtone gaping to reccive them ; on 
their right hand are the blefled Saints whom 
they delpiſed, triumphing ia the execution 
of Juſtice on them, and ecntring into their 
Malters joy ; on the lett hand ftands that 
curſed Fiend who drew them 1nto fin, now 
as ready todraw them into Hell to be tor- 
mented with himfelt for ever ; behind them 
are their ſhore and forry pleaſures in this 
World , and multicudes of abominations in 
wicked lite ; before them 1s a {ad Eternicy 
of never-ceafing torments z within them ts 
a gnaWing conſcience ; Without them the 
ſaddeft objets that ever cyes beheld 3; old 
Companions in {in roaring under wrath, le- 
gions of Devils blaſpeming God, and ſcourg* 
ing their fellow priſoners, their beloved Mi- 
nion the World all in a flame , and chem- 
ſelves fire-brands therein for ever : O my 
ſoul, think on rheſc dolorous ſubjes ſomes 
times, and let ic work kindly on thy hearr, ta 
make thee eſchew the way co Hell , and to 
Walk in the way ro Heaycn : 

19, On the contrary, O my ſoul, mount 
up to Heaven in thy contemplations , ſoar 
above the Clouds, and take a view of Pa- 
radiſe , as ſoon as the Bridegroom of his 
Church hath —_ his beloved Spoulc in- 
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tO his Preſence-chamber;O che raviſhing joys, 
and {wcer embraces at this blcfIcd meeting, 
Heaven ecchoes again at the triumphan 
Halleljahs of all the Redeerncd ones :: how 
{hall forrow and fighing ftlec away ? Sin 
and fickneſle ſball be kiow:a a» more, Sa- 
than with his fiery darts, aud wicked men 
with thcir drawn {words cannot reach this 
ther; there ſhall be no more complau:t$ 
1gnorant and erroncous heads, ot dead and 
hard, unbelicying and du{lracted hear.s, 
lame decrepic fect, there ſhall not be a car 
pon a Sains cheek, tor God will wipe a- 
way tearcs from all Faccs, riot ones Coms 
plaint heard, nothing but joy and triumph, 
ſolace and fſatisfaQti-:n, the blefled preſence 
of the eternal God ſhal be all in all co theſe 
happic fouls : Oh what is a fight of God 
worth ! but what will ic be above , where 
It 1s immediate, conſtant and un-interrupt- 
ed? no necd there of Ordinances; God him» 
ſelt will be inſtcad of all, ic wil be another 
kind of enjoying of God then poor ſouls 
feit in this World, though that was ſweet, 
yet this ſhall be infiaitely (weeter : now at 
rhe beſt wee ſee but through a glaſs dark- 
ly, then face to face; communion with 
God is the Heaven of that Heaven, vet ſhal 
there be every thing beantitul and defirable: 
there my (oul ſhal be filled with all perte- 
Qions, and Grace (hal be compleat, the mind 
ſhal in an inſtant have as large a cortpre- 
henſion, as Salomon, or Adam in innccencys 
my Will ſhal bee conformed to the Go 
Vi 
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Wil in a pertcct reCtitude and integrity, my 
aftc&tions ſhal be ſpirituallic and regularlic 
fixed on the Lord my God with tulneſſe 
ot delight and joy, my body ſhal ſhine as 
che brightneſle ot the Firmamenr, yea, ic 
ſhal be made like unto the glorious bo- 
dy of Jeſus Chrilt, my whole man ſhal be 
fic tor the high emploimenc in Heaven, and 
enjoiment of God : there ſhall I meer with 
Abraham, and all the Patriarchs, Prophets, 
Apultles, Martyrs, and all my Chriſtian 
Friends that died in the Faithz and oh the 
ſpriclul joies that wil ariſe from ſuch a bleſ- 
ſed tight! There wee ſhal meet, and part 
no more, agrec , and fall out no more, re- 
joice together, and be ſad no more : Oh 
blelled Day 1 my (ſoul, be thou revived in 
the forc-thouughts and fore-taſts thereof, 

20. Once more, then, O my foul, and 
bur this once, fix thy choughts upon Erernt- 
ty; how canſt thou forget ic? What is 
this ſorry point of time in compariſon of 
the vaſt Occan of Eternitie ? Atas poor mor* 
tals, aCt a part upon this Stage a while, and 
then are gone into another V Vorld, that muſt 
endure for cycr; this little inch of time 1s 
a {ced-plot for Eterniti: , upon the wel or 
ill improving of this time depends an ever- 
laſting ſtate 1n weal or woetOh what wretch- 
cd folly is it to loſe eternal happineſle for a 
tranſicar draught of ſenſual delight ! Oh 


what would not any endure here a ſhort 
moment, to efcap2 eternal rorments ! Me- 
thinks nocthiong hath weight 1a 1t , but as iT 
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xelates to Etcraity ; Ecernicie is the onely 
accent and emphaſis of joy and ſorrow; 
this is that Which makes the joyes of Hex- 
ven joyes indeed, and the rorments of Hell 
torments With a witnefle : Oh tor a poor 
damned ſoul that hath been, as it were, a 
thouſand ycarcs, thouſand thouſands of A. 
ges roaring in Hell, to think that it is not 
Onc-momeut nearcr an end than at firſt in- 
ſtant when it was caſt into thac deyouring 
fire : This cuts rg the heart, this adds new 
rerrours to the deſpairing ſoul : here muſt 
I abide for ever, Ohthat I might be cons 
ſumcd (o as not to be, cannot, may not [ 
poor wretch bee once at laſt annihilated, 
and be as it I never had been > No no, 
once in Hel and for over in Hcl , the great 
Gulf of Gods Decree once fixt is itre- 
yocable : ſo on the contrary , Eternitie 
encreaſcth every moment the joy of the glos 
rificd, here I am, and here I ſhal bee for 
cyer, (aich the happy foul, my eſtate is bet- 
ter than Adaws in the carthly, or the fal» 
len Angels in the Heavenly Paradiſe, I ſhal 
never loſe theſe joyes 3: Oh what a dura- 
rable reward haye I tor a little temporary 
ſervice, my ſorrow is paſt, my joy remains: 
how comes it to paſle that thoſe light afflis 
ftions that were bur for a moment have 
wrought out for me this cxcceding and e- 
rernal weight of Glorie ? Surely becauſe 
it was mv Fathcrs good pleaſure ro give 
me this Kingdome , this Etzr»al Life is the 
gitt of God : Oh, who would not do or 
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Subjeft for holy thoughts; 


endure any thing for this ercrnity of joys ? 
Thus the foul wil bathe ic (elit in thele Ris 
vers of picalurcs at Gods right hand for ever= 
2B07Cs 


I have now diſpatcht theſe ſet and ſos 
lemn (ubjects for your thoughts to work up- 
on ; 1 ſhal bur brictly add (ome occaſional 
grounds for hojy thoughts, which ( it you 
have a right frame of {pirir ) you may ga- 
ther much trom, to be a ſufficient Treaſure 
for heayenly Thoughts. Take ſome inſtan- 
ces in ſuch as thele : 

1, VVhen you awake 1n the morning , 
think the great Jebovah can, and wil as ca- 
lily raile our mortal bodies at the general 
Reſurrection , as my frail body now ; this 
ſleep is the Image of death, Death is but a 
feep, the Grave my Bed, the ReſurreRi- 
on the Mrniog ; Of that when Iawake, 
I might be ſtil with God, andrhen at my 
laſt awaking, I ſhall be ſatisfied with bis like- 
eſſe, and the upright ſhal haye dominion in 
that bleſied Morning. 

2, VVhen you have had a good night, 
think , bleſied be the keeper of /ſrae!, that 
either ſlumbers , ner ſleeps, the Lord oxely 
makes me dwell in ſafety, even thus hee gives 
bis beloved ſleep; and it natural ſleep be {o 
refreſhins, Oh, what is- it to lye in the 
armes of my beſt Beloved Chriſt > what ſofc 
and (ſweet embraces have thoſe {ſouls that 
walk all the day 1n the Light of his Countes 
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nance? and {lcep all the night of affliftion 
upon the lap ot his Love ! 

3. VVhen you are putting on your Ap- 
parrel, Think, how came I rothe necefſicie 
of covering my nakedneſſc > By Adams fall, 
fin uſhered in ſhame, and theſe garments 
hide our ſhame, fſhal I then glory in my 
ſhame, or be proud of that tor which I 
ſhould be humbled ? O rather let me be tru- 
ly ſenſible of my (pirizual nakedneſs , and 
look after the Robes of Chriſts Rightcoul- 
nels to cover my fouls deformity , that the 
ſhame rhcreot may not appear : 

4. VVhen you fee the Morning: sky, or 
riling Sun, then think, truly Light is {weet, 
and it's a pleaſant thing for the eyes to be» 
hold this Sun; bleſſed be God that hath (er 
up this Candle by which poor mortals may 
{ce to walk or work, what a dark Dunge- 
on, and confuſed Chaos would this World 
be wichour it ! But oh the bleſſed Mercie 
wee have in the light of the glorious Goſ- 
pel ! without which wee ſhould be in the 
m— of ignorance, and go to utter dark- 
neſs : 

5. When you pray in your Chambers, 
think now my Father in Heaven fces me in 
ſecrer, darkneſs or cloſeneſs hides not from 
him, my God ſees the motions of my body, 
and imaginations of my heart, Oh for an 
upright frame of ſpirit! Oh that my heart 
were now ſcaſoned for God all this day? 


the ſearcher of hearts wil haye his eye upon 
me 


Subjefts for holy thoughts; 


me whether ſoever I go, oh that I could ſet the 
Lord in my fight 1n all places, companies, 
OCcaſ1onss | 

6. When your Families are together, 
think how ſadiy and ſuddenly might a breach 
have been made ! Oh chat God ſhould make 
this Image of death, a meanes of life! we 
are alive, that's rich mercy, we are in health, 
that's more, we are called together, fo wil 
God gather his Saints cogether, how many 
of this Family fſhal be of that number ! 
Lord, that none under my charge may be an 
I ſwnacl, an Eſau, Oh that we may all meer in 
Heaven, 

7, When you areto read the word, or go 
to Praycr in your Families, think, oh what 
mercy is it, that I may read this bleſſed book! 
Lord open mine eyes, that | may underſtand 
the wonders of the Word : what an infinite, 
glorious, gracious God is this, to whom I am 
to pray, oh fora ſuitable frame of heart! oh 
the mercy of a throne of grace, of a bleſſed 
Advocate! who knows but ſome ſoul may 
be rouckr now, it I pray aright ? 

8, When you go ont of your houſes to 
work or travel, think, the World is full of 
{nares and temptations, and my heart as full 
of {in and rreachery, little, ah lictle do I 
know what corruptions may break out, or 
aMiftions break in upon me before my return, 
the leaſt occaſion of fin wil overturn me, 
the leaſt accident wil overthrow me, che 
Lord bleſs and preſerye my going out, and 

my 
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my coming in from this time torth and for 
Cvcr Mmorcs. 

9+ When you ate travelling by the way, 
think, my life is a journey, I am in conſtant 
motion towards ercralty, every ation is a 
ſtcp, Heaven is my bome, I canuor get thi- 
ther without diligent travcl; Lord let me nt 
miſs my way, or miſcarry inthe end, take 
me by the hand, ſupport me by thy ſpirit, 
keep me from fainting, give me ſome good 
baits, and bring me to the end of my 
faich at laſt, even the Salvation of my 
Soul. 

10. VVhen you lce various objeQs before 
your eyes, dedutt fome holy matter there- 
from, as thus, what a valt \Vorld is this? 
and yer what is this ro the Heavens? and 
what ate both Earth and Heavens to the im*- 
menſe and infinite God ? what multicudes of 
people are there in this City ? but oh what 
atlemblic wil meer art the great day? oh my 
{oul, artnotrchou too like yonder hard Rock, 
or fruitleſs Tree, of barren Mountain ? look 
abour thee , make ſomething of rheſe ob- 
jeas. 

x1, When you are diſcourſing with others 
think, of every idle word I muſt give an ac- 
count,and 10 mulcitude of words there want- 
th not fin ; Oh my ſoul, think twice before 
thou ſpeak once, wil this be to the glory of 
G:d and others edification ? ler no corrupt 
communication proceed from thee , what if 
Felus Chriſt Rood by in his humane nature ? 
peak 
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ſpcak here as thou muſt (peak in Heayen, 
or would'ſt be found (peaking at death, 

12. When you are alone, oh think, I am 
now in the prelence of the omni-preſent God, 
thele are precious hours that go oyer my 
head, why ſhould I (quander away my time 
and thoughts abour rrifles ? oh my ſoul, thou 
haſt a noble taculty of refletion, finde work 
at home, buſe thy ſelf about thy ſoul, thou 
may'lt finde work enough, ob that I might 
be never leſs alone than when cone : when 
thou haſt no Creatute co conyerſe with, my 
ſoul, converſe wich God. 

13- VVhenyoucat, think, oh how ofhi- 
cious are the Creatures to us living, and how 
ſerviceable, bcing dead? they accompliſh the 
end of their Creation and appointment; oh 
my ſoul, fit thou as Queen-regent oyer thy 
ſenſual apperite, take heed of exceſs, pur a 
Knife to the throat of intemperate deſires, 
be not bruitiſh in a ſinful abuſe, be Saint-like 
in a ſanCtified uſe of the Creature, look up 
to God for a bleſſing, elſe thele dead things 
cannot preſerve lite. 

14, VVhen yourile up wel fed, think, it 
the Creatures be ſo nouriſhing and refreſhing, 
what is the Creator ! oh the {weerneſs of the 
bleſſed Feaſt of far things in the Goſpel ? oh 
the delicacy of the VVine in my Fathers 
Kingdome > why ſhould I abuſe che gifts , 
forget the donor, cat and drink, and riſe up 
to play > many better than I want theſe re- 
freſhments : Oh for a thankful heart ! what 
2 bquntitul Maſter do I ſerve! what a great 
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houſe-keeper 1s the Lord ? that provides 
for ſo gicat a Family in Heaven and 
Earth | 

15. VVhen you go to- publick Ordinan» 
ces, think, oh how glad am 1 when people 
lay, Come lit us go up tothe Houſe of the Lord! 
what a metcy is the Sabbath, this lweet day 
of reſt > what a vletled thing to have the be- 
neft of theſc publick places, and folemn Af- 
{ſemblies! 'tis a cormeiy f1gnt to fce people 
flock ro Ocdinances, as Doves to the Win- 
dowes: Lord, that ſoine Soul may be catcht 
this day in the Net of the Goſpel : oh for a 
preparcd and profiting heart ? this may be 
the laſt day of grace. 

16, VVhey vou are to hear a Sermon, 
think, che Preacher comes as an Embaſlador, 
trom God to me, *tis God thar ſpeaks, the 
great Jehovah that can command audience 
and attendance, and with a word can com- 
mand us into Rel-rorments 3 the truths, of 
my ſoul, thou arc to hear, are words of e- 
ternal life, and do nearly concern thy ever- 
Jaſting peace : prepare rhy ſelf for the 
reccir ot them, ſlight them nor, for ougtit 
thou knowelt, lite or death may depend up- 
on this Sermon : Heaven and Hell 1s now be- 
tore thee, 

17. VVhen you are to Partake of the 
Lords Supper, think, I am this day to. ſup 
with Chriſt, and have 1 on my ſoul a Weds 
ding Garment ? have 1 an intereſt in Chriit 
the maker and matter of this bleſſed Feaſt ? 
where's thy ſtomack, oh my ſoul ? doſt 
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Snbjes for holy thdight se 
friou rightly diſcern the Lords body ? rouſe 
up thy faith, and-love, thy hcpe and delire, 
his fleſh 15 mcat indeed; h:s'blood is drink 
indeeds' his -love- is betier thin V Vine, Lord 
fil and fatten my familhing tal With ſpirts 
cual repaſts, | PE te a 
18,” VVhen- vou depart from public 
V Vorkſkip, think thus, oh*my foul; thy 
work is not done when publick-wotk is over; 
when that is erided, thou myſt tow hegity 
1minate uporn'the' V Vord,* what haft choy 
got ? 'V'Vhar light io thy idderffanding? 
V Vhat conviction to thy wil, warden 
untothy affetions ? Oli my {v9 logk'r! Its 
thou art either a' {teÞ*necrer to Heaven Tre 
Hell-rhis right *t6r this 'day;'ger $00! 20 
good, do good, of Mi theſe helps wil rendet 
cone incxcufables; 2 7259-1 ehernper tl 
19. VVhen yortmeer with, or, fot 
your acquaintarige;*think, i SED [wee a. 
thing! ro meer-! witty my* dear 4nd "aridicng, 
friends, how much'berrer 184: th mcer with 
God; my beſt 'btfoved, ' moſt tovibg friend, 
60d isa friend that's nearer thinany brother, 
68 neighbour;-I micet now wictiTriendsg%ols 
thar I knew how ro improye them, to get. 
gopd by them; *or-do- good ro them, we. 
muſt' patt . once 'tor all,” oh" that; we may, 
mieet'-in Heavett at the 'Relurreftion of the 
jult ? Lan. 2 rae © 
20. When you ate buſie in your particular 
callings, think; whoſers mea work ? 1s ir nqt- 
God? whony do-1 work for?'1s ir not. for, 
God ? do'l ſcek my (&t;” of ſtrive ro grow 


Y rich? 
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rich? then I am carnal: oh my ſoul, be 
moderate in the purſuic of the World, let nor 
the cares of the World drown thee : drive 
on eyculy, both thy general and particular 
calling :- let. nothing iarerpoſe berwixt thy 
God and: thee, or hinder chee in ſpiritual 
worſhip, abide with God in thy calling. 

21, When you refle& upon the nature of 
your callings, gather ſomething in your Medi- 
rations there-trom; as thus, am I Magiſtrate ? 
I'judge not. for Man but for God, who wil 
Judge the unrighreous Judge, and now fits 
among the Gods: am I a Miniſter > the 
charge of ſouls is upan me, that crie out we 
are periſbing, ſtifdy, travel, pray for us : oh 
what account ſhal I give? if I be a Merchant, 
Tradeſ-man, Husband-man, Weaver, Law- 
yer, Souldicr, Schollar, oh thc ſpiritual ims 
provement I may-make of. all thele ? 

22. VVhen you conſider your relation, 


think, am 1 an busband?_ I muſt dwel with | 


uy VVite, as a Man of knowledge : am I 2 
Vite ? I muſt be an hclp ro my Husband in 
all things: am I a Parem? 1 muſt not pro- 
Voke, but profit my Childe, and train it up 
for God : am I a Childe? I.muſt yield-all 
reyerence:and obedience.co my Parents, as 
unto God, in whoſe ſtead they are; am 1 a 
Maſter or Supcriour? my Maſter in Heaven, 
ſees how I carry and reſpeRs no perſons; aml 
a Sctyant? ohfor aſubmiſhye (pirir, 
. 23- When you hear any news, good of 
bad, oh what bicſlcd ridings is the Goſpel? 
good news from Fflcaycn,. glory to God 0 
(IC 
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the higheſt, 0:1 Earch peace,good wil rowatds 
Mcn, rhe belt mcflage that ever Angel 
brought, or-Man received : Let God ſay, 1 
am thy ſalvation, I am fortified againſt bad 
news, the righteous 1s not afraid of evil ti- 
dings, his heart 1s fhxed, truſting in God : ler 
Chriſt be advanced, Anti-chriſt dcſtroyed,and 
] am(atished. 

24. When you ſee or hear of any Prodi- 
gies, think, who knowerh the power of Gods 
anger? oh the dreadtul Majeſty of the Lord 
ot Holls, who made che Sea and dry Land, 
whocommands all the Elements, and works 
his Wonders in the Fire, Water, Earth, and 
Aire ; they that dwel in the uttermoſt parts 
ot the Earth are afraid at his tokens, Lord, 
what mean theſe chings > what- wile thou do 
wich us? our fins cry for vengeance, pres 
yent ir, or hide thy Saints til thy wrath be 

alt. 

# 25- When you hear orſee the ſinful as 
of Men, think, oh, what arethe beſt of us by 
nature ? who makes me to-differ ? free grace 
ſtops my courſe, elſe I had been reeling with 
the Drunkard, blaſpheming wich the (wearer, 
reyclling with the wanton, Lord, let me nor 
bleſs my (clt in moralicy, bur arive at fince» 
rity,” never lcaye me to wayes of mine own 
heart : ah, how is God diſhonoured ? what 
long-(uftering doch he exerciſe ? but juſtice 
wil awake, 

26, V Vhen your own corruptions break 
ont, echink, oh the vilenelſs of thi naughtie 
tieart, oh wreeched Creature that I am, #hs 


2 all 
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ſhall deliver me from this body of death ? little 
did I think ro baye been chus beguilled, and 
ſurprized, God is juft, and I am vile, I grow 
ſccure, and God hath lctt me, oh how 
might he have taken'me 1n the aCt of fin 
aud caſt mc headlong into Hcll ! my foul, 
deter nor to humble thy [cit, and make thy 
peace with Gcd. 

27. VVien any ſad crofics befal you in 
body, cſtate, name, relations, think, oh, what 
fin is it that God now whips me for? Lord, 
bore mine eares, to hear ihe yoice of the rod, 
bow my heart 1n obedience to tl:y wil ; oh 
that inltrution might come along with cor- 
retion, my (oul, ſearch thy heart and wayes, 
this hand of God is cither a token of Gods 
love, or the beginnings of his wrath: oh 
that I may fce a Fathers heart, and feel 
a Fathers hand, and attain my Fathers cnd 
therein, 

28, V Vhen yau arc dclivered out of ap- 
parent danger of dearly by fickni(s or ſad ac- 
cidents, conſider, ch my {oul, what it thou 
hadſt now been (natcht away, and thy bodie 
left a ſtinking Carcaſs! where hadſt thou 
been? walſt thou readic for gloric ? What aſs 
ſyrance hadſt thou of a better ſtare ? did(t 
thou not then wiſh chy foul had been in a ber- 
ter poliures mend the matter now, give 
God the £l-rie of thy deliverance, fcrve 
him berter, be more prepared againtt ano- 
ther time, 

29, VVYhen night approacherh Candles 
are brovght in, and the bright Skic is _ 
0 
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of Stars, think there's one day more of my 
life n w p.ſft and gone, lam thus tar nearer 
Eceraity; Lord, fer up the Candle of thy 
Gracc in my (oul in chis night ot darkneſs, 
errour and terrour, ſhew me the light of 
Lite , ler (che blifled Day ſtar ariſe in my 
heart, Oh when ſhal my foul be tranſlated 
above yonder rwinkling Stars, to thinc as a 
Star inthe Firmament ot gioryse 

30, V Vhen you pur oft your Cloaths, and 
go tobd, think thus, even thus, mult thou 
my (al, pur off thy body at death, thou 
mult be u1cloarhod. that thou mailt be cloath- 
ed upon with a Houſe from Heaven; O my 
ſoul , be daily undreſſi1g thee of the body 
of fin , and lay thy leit in the Grave of 
Chriſt, be buried with hin in ſpiritual Baptiſns, 
give up thy (elf into his hands, and lay thy 
ſelf to fleep as thou wouldeſt be found at 
Death, or be raiſed at the great day of Re» 
ſurreion, 

Thele » and ſuch like Occurrences muſt 
pur you in mind of ſuch meditations, and 
thus may your thoughts both have, and be a 
blefled Treaſure, 


I ſhal now conclude all with a few cons 
fiderations to move us all, thus to employ 
our thoughts upon proficable SubjeRts : 

1, Conſider the (triAne(s of Gods Com= 
mand, Foſh.t. 8, Thou ſhalt meditate there, 
(i.e. inthe Book ot the Law ) day aud might, 
Col.3.1, Se: your affeftions on things above : how 


dare you negle&t a poſitive Dutic z rhe 
 $ ſame 


326 An Appendix concerning 


ſarge God that commands thee to pray and 
believe, torbids thee to ſteal, murder, doth 
enjoin thee tro mcditate 2 1t's not a thing in- 
diftcrent. 

2, Remember Gods Omniſcierce and Om« 
ni-preſence , when David had du-y confide= 
red that God did ſcarch and know him, fir» 
ting down , rilivg up » undeiſtai.d his 
thoughts afar off, and was acquaimed with 
all his wayes, &c. He teis God thar his 
thoughts were precious, Pſalm 139. 17. and 
verſe. 18, When 1 awake 1 am Ftill with thee : 
Ler Gods Omni-prelence produce in you the 
like meditations: 

3. The Sas of God have thus employs 
cd thcir thoughts, and the better tlie Saints, 
the more holy have been their thoughts : 
1ſaze went into the fielas to meditate, Gen, 

ola. whe. 24,63. David meditated inthe Night-wats 

$$323>485 ches, Pſalm 63,6, on the Word, on the works 

48,9799, Of God, Pſalm 143.5, Oh be not unlike the 

148. - Saints, reſemble your Brethren, follow them 
to Heaven, | 

4+ This is a true CharaQter of a Childe of 

Mart:6.21, God, all Saints are deſcribed ro be ſuch as 
have thought upon his Name, 2a. 3. 17. 
tor indeed they that are of the Spirit, do m1nd 
the things of the Spirit, Rom. 8, >L Holie 
thoughts are proper fruits of a fſandtified 
mind : none fees the thonghts but God, a 
g00d heart approvcs it (elf ro the ſcarcher of 
hearts. | 

5, Holy thoughts belp againſt Satans 
eemprations': theic' are as cool water to 

quench 
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quench Satans ficry Datts : theſe are a pre- 
cious Antidote againſt the payſonous al- 
larements of the world ; for theſe finde the 
ſoul ſomething elſe ro do than to mind toys, 
the beſt way co filence ſcolding Women, and 
barking dogs, 1s to mind our work and way, 


and let them alone, will a Judge go off the rebus ad. 
Bench to play with boys? Giye them Nehe- 4ege mibs. 


miah's anlwer, Chap, 6, 3+ 


6. This exerciſe of the thoughts wil help g:e jan 
againſt corruptions , thereby you'l ſee more 115.14, 


of the evil of fin, and in vain « the Net 
ſpread before any Bird , Prov, 1.17. and it 
lifts the foul Heaven-wards, a Bird in the 
the ayr is not taken by a Net on the ground : 
yea, when the heart is taken up with di- 
vine Dainties, it cannot relliſh the husks of 
fin : the childe will not part wich the apple, 
while the taſte of it isin his mouth, 

7. This is the higheſt excellency and im- 
proyement of our Spirits: it is the nobleſt 
employment of che foul, and advancement 
of its faculties : the ſoul is of an high 
birth , its a debaſing of ir co mind low 
things : the Saints are of an high andge- 
nerous extraft by their ſecond birth , muſt 
and wil mind the things of Heaven, in all 
things beſides excelling others, in this cx- 
celling themlelyes, as "cis ſaid of Bachol- 


wy. 

8. This is the beſt way for the exerciſe 
and eacreaſe of grace; gifts are promoted 
44 verbal, but grace by mental aiſcourles : 
It the thoughts tced on Chriſt, the ſoul be- 
Y 4 Comes 
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comes ſpiritual , like iis tood; the Ayr, 
Foog ana Climate hath great influcace ups 
on bodies, converſiiig w th Wile and Learn 
ed Men makes perfons luch , Excrcifc cnt 
crealeth Habits, bly thoughts encrcaſc E Faith, 
Love, Joy, LurTOW tot (1:1, Fc 

9. toly thoughts cxcite kcavenly affe- 

19:1S ; While I was muſt -g 7 the fo e burred, 


g 
Pfalm 39; 3. Thauchts ' arc the beilows of 


the ſoul, and ftir up fittable a 1 
the 'heatt ; VVould a Chriſtian have an 
tumble, tendcr melcing heart ? Ict his 
choughts | Dee acid, vpan the Law and loye 
of Gud, or on fich [ubjcRs as arc Proper i 
beget ſuch att:ctions, and iry what impictiion 
they wil make. . 
10. Holy thoughts are a good prepara- 
tive to holy dutics, and help in perturman® 
Pſa19.14. ©C5 D #*1d joins prayer and meditation tOgce 
Plal, 49.3. ther, Pſalm 5.1, Grve ear to my wWoras , conf» 
der mM) meditation : when the heart 1s medita- 
ting a good matter, the tongue us as the Pen of 
A ready Writer, Pſalm 45. I, Medi: ation fix- 
eth the hear:;, and runceh the 'Inſtramene tor 
Prayer, Hearing, Reading ; oh kow it com- 
___ the Spiric ! 
Yea, ho'y thoughts are a great piece 
y a  Qhriflians d devorion , and: fuch a part 
of it, . when publick Ordinances are obſtru- 
Qcd, private Sccicties nitcrtup-ed, yet the 
hoiy ſoul may fally out to its. God, upon tlie 
wings of holy thoughts, in the preſence of 
the moſt ſpiteſy] adverſarics, choughts are 
free from men, nv bolts can hinder this ac- 
ce's 0 God, + * | - 13. This 
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12, Ihis is an excellentpart of Time-re- 
demption, when we are walking or riding 
by .h: way, workiog in our Callings, ſhur 
up 111 pritvny deprived of Pen, Ink and Pas 
pcr, Iti] our thoughts may be bufie, we may 
hav: good thoughts Where=cvcr we are,:hough 
wc can do nothing ciſe , yet we may think 
of God and good Subjects + and that's the 
way to obcy that excellent Precept , To re- 
deem our time. 
12+ This excicile of the thoughts is in« 
deed a Chriſtians walking with God, as Es 
wcb and Noah arc ſaid to do: *cis the way to 
bavc our converſations in Heaven : 'tis a 
Communion with God ; a walking in Para« 
dil, an enj.ying of God ; *cis indeed an Ans 
geltcal Lite, 1be-lite of Heaven , an antici- 
pa'ion of Glory, and a taking poſſeſſion of 
Haven in our thoughts: Oh bleſicd Frame ! 
14, This helps the Chriſtian in (ad preſ- 
ſures, Soul coufl.its + good thoughts coun- 
ter-work bad. David conld CUt-ATrguEe his 
dil-quieti :g thuughts , P/a/m 42. 5. (0 may 
the Chriſtian z Thowghes ted and turnifhed 
trom the Word, wil encounter and conquer 
the (ad icſt trials, Pſa/m119 92, Unleſſe thy 
Lnw had been mn delights, I ſhould have periſhed 
in mire affii(tion ; Theſe Thoughts are an Anti- 
d..te thas keep ſufferings from the viral ſpirits» 
15, Holy thoughts help che Chrittian ro 
rivet and retain divine Truths 1n the Me- 
moric, - ruminating on Truths, turns them 
into blood and Spirits, juice and nouriſh» 
ment : 
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ment 2 our heads and hearts are like riven 
Veſlels, all runs out, unleſs the Veſlels be 
wel ſoaked by heavenly Medication. Oh, 
what a tenacious memory, large underſtand- 
ing, and vaſt abilities haye ſome attained to 
by chis means ? 

16, Holy thoughts prepare the tongue 
for profitable diſcourſe, and render Chriſti- 
ans uſetul: He that hath his thoughts beſt 
employed when alone, wil have his tongue 
beſt exerciſed in Company : if you converſe 
with ſuch a one in your Houſes, in Tras 
ding, on a Journey, upon any occaſion, ſtil 
his thoughts wil prompt his rongue to pro- 
ficable conferences aud oh the good that ſuch 
2 One may do! ' 

17. Holy thoughts anſwer Gods thoughts, 
I] know the thoughts, (aith God , that 7 
think towards you, thonghts of peace, and not of 
evil, —Jcr. 29, 11« and can we approve our 
heart to God , that he knows the thoughts 
we have towards him , not evil, but good 


thoughts, how acceptable wil it be to God? | 
Oa the contrary, what grofle ingratirude | 


wil ic bee it our thoughts be not God- 
Wards ? 


x8, Divine things are only worth think- | 


ing of ; other matters are not worth a 


glance of our eye', or a thought of our | 


mind , what cycr relates not to the ſoul and 
ro Eternity is not Worth minding ; #*e look, 


wot, faith the Apoſtle, «t things that ave ſeen, | 
but at things which are not ſeen , 2 Core 4+ 18. | 
Thelc | 


EE ———— 


_ —_ 


Subjefts for boly thoughts; 

Theſe latrer are things of great moment , 
and neareſt concerament to our immortal 
ſouls, 

19. Thinking upon theſe heavenly Sub- 
jets helps the foul ro the end of irs Crea» 
tion and Redemprion, the ſupream and ul- 
rimate end 15 Gods glory » the (ubordinate 
Ead, ( yet involved in the former ) the ſouls 
ſalvation 3 the God of Heaven takes himſelf 
to be highly honoured by the heavenly-mind- 
ed Chriſtian, this is a ſanQifying, ( and fo 
a gloritying ) God inour thoughts or hearts, 
x Pet. 3,15, 

20. Laſtly, This is an aQual preparing 
the foul for Heaven, the heart is there als 
ready, and this is a part of making mect to 
be partakers of the inherutance of the Sajuts in 
Light, Col. r. -12. Bleſſed is the ſoul , whom 
us Lord, when be comes ſhall find thus thinking 
and wel-doing : Oh the bleſſed change they 
hal make ! They may ſay, as ſweet Dr. 
Sibs, Going to dye, 1 ſhall change my place, but 
wot 9 Company ; and when the poor ſoul ar- 
rives at Glory, the choughts ſhall be fixed, 
grace compleated, and the ſoul raviſhed with 


' thoſe everlaſting Embraces. 


I have been the ſhorter in hinting onely 


| theſe Motives, becauſe Mr. Baxter hath fully 
' driven this Nail to the head in fuch like Ar- 


| 


guments to Heavenly-mindedveſs in his Book 


| of Saints Reſt, part.4« page 5. to page 96, 


Read them ſeriouſly. , 
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' I have done with this SubjeR alſo. Oh: 
that God would undertake to write all theſe 
things with Power upon the tables of your 
Hearts, and elevate your thoughts ro Hea- 
veuly Subjects, and bring (uitable things to 
your minds co meditace upon , and work 
them upon your ſouls, and keep alive thoſe 
impreſſi: ns upon your hearts, that you may 
not lote rhe divine Sayour of the things of 
Gud , after your working and awakening 
M-cditations, but pray with holy David, in 
x Chron. 29,18, O Lord God of Abraham, 
Iaac, 41d [[racl owr Fathers. keep this toy 65 
wer in the inagagination of the thoughts of the 
heart of thy people , and prepare their heart unto 


the 


e. 
[ ſhall conclude all with a Poem of di- 
vine Herbert's 1n his Temple, called, The 
Temper « | 

Rhymes 
How ſhould I praiſe thee Loyd , how ſhould my 
Gladly ingrave thy loves in ſteel, 
If what my [owl doth feel ſore: 1mes 

My ſoul might ever feel ! 


Although there were ſome f rty Heavens, or more, 
Sometimes ] peer above them all, 
Sometimes Þ hardly reach & [core 

Sometimes to Hell I fall, 


O rick, me not to ſuch a vaſs extent, 
Thoſe diſtances belong to thee, 
The World's too little for thy Tent, 
1 Grave too big for mt, 


ile 


Wt 
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Yet t 
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_ (ftretch, 
Wilt thu mtte Armes with Mas, that thow doſt 
A cramb of duft from Heaven to Hell ? 
Will great God meaſure with a wretch 2 


Shall be thy ſtatwre ſpell 2 


O let me, when thy roof my ſoul hath hid, 
O let me rooſt and neffle here, 
Then of a ſinner thou art yid, 
And: 1 of hope antl fear. 


Yet take thy way. for ſure thy nay is beſt, 
Stretch or contr att me, thy poor debter, 
' This us but tuning of my breſt, 
To make the Mnſick, better, 


Whether I flie-with Angels, fall with daft, 
Thy hands made both, and 1 am there, 
T hy power and love, my love and truſt, 
Make one place every where. 


i 


Books to be fold by Thomas Parkhurſt, 
at the Golden. Bible, on London-bridge. 


R. Sedgewick's Boweis of Mercy. fol. 
M The. Taylor's VV orks, the 1] wn. fol. 
2- A Commentaty on Titws, 
3. David's Lcamiong, a Comment upor! 
32. Plalm. 
4. The Parable of the Sowers and of the 
Seed, upon Luke 8b. and 4th. 
Divine CharaRers, in rwo parts, diſtin* 
ouiſhtng the Hypocrice in his beft dreſs, by 
Sam, Crook B, Ds 


Theſe fix Treatiſes next following, are written 
by Mr, George Swinnock, 

t. The Chritian Man's Calling ; 
Treatiſe of making Religion ones bidels, un 
Rel; m—_ Dutiess-Natnral Altions, his Particws 
lar V oration, his Family Direchons, and his own 
Recreation ; to be read in Families for their 
Inſtcution and Edification, The firſt part. 


2, Likewiſe atceond parts wherein Chri- | 


ſtians are direted ro pertorm their duties, as 
Husbands and V Vives, Parents and Children, 
Malters and Servants, in the conditions of 
proſperity and adverſity. 

3. The third and laſt part of the. Chriſtian 
Man's Calling , wherein the Chriſtian 15 di 
rech % 
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retcd how to make Religion bis bufinels ; 
in his dealings with all Men, in the choice of 
| his Companiongin his carriage in good-coms» 
; pany, in bad companys in ſolicarineſs,, or ' 
when heisalone, on a week-day from mor» * 
ſts 'ning to night, in viſiting the fick, ona dying 
Ze, | Bed; asalfo the mens howa Chriſtian may 
do this, and ſome motives rorirs  ---. * 
| 4+ The Door of Salvation opened, by the-Key 
fl. of Keg eneration, . | | 
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